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Is This Publication 
Familiar? 

Missionary Messe nger is pub li shed month ly (now in its 37th 
year) fo r the sole pu rpose of he lp to fo reign missions . In o rder 
to be of real he lp, it has undertaken to keep the work of the various 
missionaries before the minds of the public. We desire that a ll 
the workers be known to all the churches, both to enlist p rayers, 
funds, and new workers for each field. 

Also included in each issue is some article of merit that can 
serve for teaching among a ll of our readers, but especia lly those 
na tive Christi ans on the various outposts re presented . 

At present Missionary Messenger goes into some 1 000 homes 
at home and abroad. This circulation needs to be increased, for the 
sake of fulfilling the Lord's great commission. What ca n we do? 

Many congregations get no "package order" at all . Others 
only len or a dozen, and thus do an injustice to many of their homes 
and restrict missionary growth to that extent .. 

We are g lad to take this space, to urge the increase of the 
reading of Missionary Messe nger. Package price a t present is 1.00 
per copy per year (which averages 8 .3c, or just the actua l cost of 
publication in this quantity). Individual subscriptions, mailed to 
home addresses, cost $ 1.25 for the year (reflecting the postage extra). 

Let's make October a big month for new subscribe rs or increased 
packages, so that w e can help do "Greate r Things For God." 

Orde r from: Wm. Robe rt Heid, Rt. 1, Box 217, Floyd Knobs, Ind. 
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Gordon R. Linscott 

\\l ith the addition of a new member to the W & W editorial 
taff, it is inevitable that some of our readers should ask, "Wha t 

changes will be made in the magazine?" \ Ve appreciate your 
interest. Frankly, t.hough-1 speak for myself-! do not believe 
in change for change's sake. "Company not with them that are 
given to change." 
J·;mTORJAL FREEOOM 

Not tha t change cuuld not be made. The W & \ •V is not dtained 
to a man or a creed or a tradition. As ELJ, JRC and J conferred 
about the new partnership, they told me, "We arc willing to step 
aside completely, if you think best.'' And Brother J orgenson added, 
"II you \\':till to move my position in the magazine to the back
or even to take me out completely- you may do so." I was some· 
what taken aback by such a proposal; had L been in his position, 
I dollht I would have been as generous. • 

Where such a spirit as this prevails, would yor1 recommend 
draMic dtangcs? The offer they made was more than a mere ex· 
pression of brotherly love. These men believe the Vl & \V to be a 
work or God: He has given success over the years of its existence, 
a1Hl He ca n be trw.ted with its ruture. God has honored the 
pri nd plcs by whkh the \V & \V h as prospered in the ministry of 
tht' Word (sec anirlcs by [L.J and .J RC in Septeml>er, 1 9(i~ issue). 
111 ~o doing, He has also honored th e men whom He has used: J~oll, 
Jorgenson, Olmstead, Ch;unbers and Clark (also an ea rly writer. 
:J. E. Boyd, is ~till a pan of the \\1 R: W "voice"). Shall we n ot 
- ----

•Short, lil"\t ·pagc article~ from Ill) hmnhle pen arc IC:td)' fur :'llm•cnthct 
:nul December is,ue!l> - if lhe)' ue judged worthy; and Clark and J will continue 
to write as God nla) cnahle and direct. 1\111 we have "ordered" tlmt Linscott 
tal..e the fr0111 position this nwnth - :mel :ts o f ten hereaft er a ~ he will. " I !r 
11111st increase. hnt I nntst denca,e:· - f:. 1 .. J. 
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tl~e~ honor them? If God shall one day choose to still the pen 
ol E. L. Jorgenson or J. R. Clark, we shall bow in acknowledgment 
that "He doeth all things well." But God forbid that I or another 
should set aside these men whom God has raised up. 
FREEDOl\1 IN CHRIST 

"Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." "For 
freedom did Christ set us free." Occasionally we hear of Chris
tians who seem to prefer not to be free. They would prefer 
that we all speak or write from a single point of view, with no 
differences of opinion. They would like for us to "speak for the 
Church", authoritatively defining just exactly what "the Church 
of Christ teaches", Brethren-those of you who may feel the same 
way-1 can heartily sympathize with you. It is very reassuring to 
know exactly what you believe and rather disconcerting to be in 
doubt. 

This past August C. V. Wilson took me to the YMCA with 
him and gave me a few elementary lessons in swimming. First 
I had to learn to float. That wasn't easy: I'm used to feeling 
something solid beneath me. To fall into the water and just lie 
there was little less than a terrifying experience-at first. Gradually, 
I found that the water would hold me. I could relax and still not 
sink, though I could feel nothing holding me up. What an experience! 

Now the parallel: Human nature naturally seeks a "spiritual 
handrail"-an authoritative "Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt not". 
The Pharisees, zealous for the law of God, had turned that law
though spiritual in itself-into such a handrail; they could grasp 
it and say, "Here I stand, firm for God." The development of 
church dogmas and the Roman priesthood was a similar outwork· 
ing o[ this human tendency-the church makes all the decisions. 
In similar fashion the 19th century "Restoration Movement" in 
some quarters degenerated into tlte familiar rule-of-thumb: Four 
steps to conversion, five items of worship, and two essentials for 
Christian living; bold to these basic truths and you're all right. 
It is very solid and reassuring beneath the feet. But it is just as 
restricting as it is limited in scope. These are but bits of the truth, 
and unable to minister to the whole of our needs. 

In contrast, consider the life which is sustained by the Person 
of Jesus Christ, who is The Trut~. I.n experience, it'~ something 
like floating: the edge of the pool IS sull there, and so 1s the floor, 
IJ~t neither is any longer a vital sour.ce of support... It is dis
concerting at first-I speak from exper1.ence-to say, Hencef~rth, 
1 trust Jesus Christ alone for my salvauon, and place no rehance 
in what I may know or may .have done." But the result is a g~o
rious freedom from the spmt of bondage to fear. Now Christ 
is our life: we are totally borne along by Him, and free to follow 
the promptings of His Spirit. Since we are no longer holding for 
dear life to the handrail of doctrine, we are free to examine tltat 
doctrine more carefully and objec~vely t~an bef?re. We are free 
w discover new truths, or to revise behefs wluch do not stand 
careful scrutiny. It is tru~ there may come .time~ when we will be 
uncertain about this doctnne or that, but this brmgs no fear to the 
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heart of the Christian who can 5ay with Paul, "1 know Him in whom 
J have believed." 
THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN 

Over forty years ago, proponents of dturch federation wrote 
a letter to the W &: W, pleading that "the Roman Catholic Church 
is united, and we are federating along lines of common activity. 
The Catholics do a great deal of boasting as to their strength. 
We can make proper showing for Protestantism only by having 
the fact5 concerning Protestantism in hand." This movement gained 
many supporters through their appeal to unite against Roman Cathol
icism. Now consider the most recent developments: "The National 
Council of Churches recently expressed its pleasure at increasing 
evidences of warmer relations with the Roman Catholic Churdt. 
lu a resolution addressed to the Council's dmrch constituencies, its 
policy-making General Board cited examples of recent cooperation 
between Vatican officials and representatives of Protestant and 
Orthodox faiths. It also registered belief and hope that these 
warmer relations will be 'increasingly reflected' in U.S. church 
life." (Alliance Weekly). 

Sin works in our lives in the same way. First presenting what 
appears to be a friendly face, it gains entrance to do its deadly 
work. Even "freedom" and "liberty"-wonderful, biblical words
can be a guise to gain entry for sinful license or spiritual anarchy. 
Don't be deceived by fine appearances, or by right-sounding words; 
try the spirits, whether they be of Christ or no. I believe the very 
keynote of our age is deceit. To avoid being deceived, correct 
doctrine alone is not fool-proof. The absolute essential is a per· 
sonal, living knowledge of Him who is the author of doctrine. 

HE WAS A JEW 

He who sat by Jacob's well 
Suffering th1rst for you, 

Wore upon His sacred face 
The likeness of a Jew. 

He who on red Calvary bore 
The wrath of God for you, 

Had in His throbbing heart and veins 
The life-blood of a Jew. 

He who now in highest heaven 
\1\T ears the crown for you, 

Bears the stamp of Judah's race
The features of a Jew. 

Can the child whom Jesus loves, 
With careless coldness view 

The homeless, weary wanderer
The dying Christian Jew? 

When life's flickering flame is low, 
You'll never regret that you 

Helped on the cause He loved so well 
To save and bless the Jew. 

-George Paulin 



E. L. .J. 

. We w.ere asked last spring in California to write something on 
thts pr:~<:ucal New T estament subject. \Ve believe the scripture!> 
teacl.t tha~ the Lord's church should h:we llualified elders (where 
posstble) 111 every congref,ration, or at least "in every city" (Ti. 1 :5) 
or separate area. Perhaps it is better to say that every church that 
has nteu of the qualities described by Paul and by Peter Cor the elder· 
ship should recognize them as elders, and submit themselves cheerfully 
to their over-sight. 

Clearly the missionary, e' 'angelist, or "minister" (what have you) 
\\'ho has been used of God in building Lhe congregation, or who is 
cutTetnly responsible for its spiritual progress, must take the lead, 
and a big hand, in the appointment of elders (Titus 1:5). 1t often 
happens that he is himself a man of an elder's qualifications. Whether 
then he should consent tO serve in that ollice, alongside of others, is 
a question. Wisdom might suggest that he serve u11de1· other elders, 
that the church may be more free to decide as tO his tenure, and that 
the overseers be made up of a more balanced personnel. The minister
elder, by reason or his position ;mel his usual superior knowledge of 
the Scriptures, may have a tendency to control the "Board." Of 
course, this has its good side too. 

t\ good "Check List" of the qualifications laid down in the New 
T estament (especially I Tim. 3 and Titus I) will be needed. One 
fine minister made mimeob'l'aph sheets of all these items, allCI added 
the rolllntcnt that here follows. (Any good teacher or leader will -: 
he able to make such a list) : 
T HE FJRST ST EP 

"The elder shou ld have each of these tpwlilic:uions sullicicntly lO he an 
overseer of the c.:ougrcgut iou - withoul hcing pulfccJ up, exercising the oversight, 
not of cuustraint, hill willingly, accurcJiug to the will of Cod; nor yea for lilthy 
lucre, bul of a ready 111ind; ncilher as Jordiug it over abc charge alloue<l to lhcm, 
but making thcmscl\ cs cn samplt:s 1o the flo~k. Thjs docs uol mean having these 
qualities 10 a degree we would call perCccuon. Check and ~cc if lherc arc any 
am<•lll( us who have all necessary qualities Lo some dt:grce. Rcmcmhcr. it is not 
deanms we arc thinking about, but cl<lcrs." 

Among the scriptLu·es that bear upon the selection of an elder, 
there is one that indicates he ought to desh·e the office ( l Tim. 3: I) , 
not in order LO " lord it over the flock," or to have his own W<t)' in some 
hour of m nllicting judt,'1tJent, but that he might be in position to 
help b11ild, w "l'ulc well" (I Tim. 5: 17n), and to serve God zealously 
in the "feeding of the Uock" (Jcr. 23:4, John 21: 15·17) - as he labors 
" in the word and in teaching" ( I Tim. 5: 17b). 
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In addition to the qualities usually listed, and easily found, at
tention should be given to a few passages that could be overlooked, 
and to some special questions: 

I Timothy 3: II is important, for the wives or "women" (gunai
kos) of that verse, and in that context, must include (perhaps pri
marily apply to) the wives of elders and deacons. 

I Timothy 5:17 shows that there may be, and usually is, a differ
ence in teaclung ability and zeal among the men of the eldershiP.. 
Though all must have a degree of such ability and zeal, some wtll 
have more public teaching ability and turn than others. Others will 
excel in the rare and very important line of personal instruction, 
counselling, and soul-winning. 

A fretluent question is in regard to a plurality of children. I 
doubt that I Timothy 3:4 or Titus 1:6 is intended to require absolutely 
a pluralitJ of children, though if there be a plural number, they 
should nl be believers and in reasonable subjection-at least while 
in the years of their minority and while under the father's care. It 
does not seem to me (and I trust that in this I have the mind of 
Christ) that a fine man who is othenvise found qualified would be 
ineligible because he has but one child. How many times have I 
been asked, "Have you and Irene had any children?" ·we have al
ways answered, "Yes, we had one daughter." I would not argue on 
this point, however, if brethren look at Paul's language differently; 
but experience in child-rearing is the point that applies. 

In our own experience with several churches, we have found that 
some sort of "screening committee" (to check each possible candidate 
against the <JUalifications list) is of great usefulness if not an utter 
necessity. This group could be made up of the missionary, evange
list, or ''minister" of the church, together with one or two other 
spiritual persons who, for reasons beyond their own control, would 
not be candidates for the eldership. They should, o£ course, remem
ber the best qualified are the humblest and most modest about their 
abilities. I have known o£ cases where qualified men failed to serve 
because of such modesty. They may have needed urging and en
couragement from others. 

Perhaps we may say that above all (at least, next to spiritual, 
scriptural procedure) , it is important to avoid offense or hurt feelings 
in the process. Souls of men and women are tender, delicate things 
to handle. No church can afford to lose a single soul in the selection. 
And who is sufficient for these things? No one-neither you nor !
except by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

• • 0 • 

He who lives without prayer-he who lives with little prayer
he who seldom reads the \Vord-he who seldom looks up to heaven 
for a fresh inftuence from on high-he will be the man whose heart 
will become dry and barren; but he who calls in secret on his God
who spends much time in holy retirement-who delights to meditate 
on the words of the Most High-whose soul is given up to Christ
such a man must have an overflowing heart; and as his hean is, such 
will his life be. 



Stanford Chambers 

QUESTIONS ASKED OF US 
What is mcaut by "autonumotas church''? What is a diocese ami what is 

a parish? Why cau a churdt not fuu ction e\•en i£ it is a denominational church? 

. An autonomous c~turcb is a congregation t.hat ill sel£-govern
lllg. All the cougregaLtons of the New Testament were independent 
o! ouLSidc comrol. Later on, nfter the clays o( the apostles, church es 
hegau to he grouped to~;ether to form a diocese; a district of churche:. 
was put uncfer the junsdiction oJ one man ns bishop. T he parish 
was (is) a sma ller group ministered to by th e priest and his assist· 
ams. In the course or developments there came to be over the 
bishops in a given district the ardtbishop. Higher yet came to be 
cardinals, and over the cardjnals, the Pope. This form of church 
~:,rovernmcnt is episcopal. The Church of Rome, the Anglican 
Church, also some Protestant denominations are under the episco
pal form. Though they do not call their head man Pope, he is 
that in principle, though exercising Jess power and disclaiming 
infallibility. 

A church affiliated with a dcnomjnation, forming a part thereof, 
i., pledged to confe>r111 its teaching and practice to the con fession 
ol faith adopted by the denomination. Every member, supposedly. 
has subscribed to the written creed and is disciplined according 
to it. Many denominations hold the title to all church property, 
which fact affords more disciplinary and coercive power. Churches 
have their lllinisters appointed by headquarters and they may be 
recalled, even " un[rocked" by the same. 

The autonomous con~:,JTegation is no part of a denomination, 
is under no con trol outside of its own membership. Such a 
congregation (u nlcl>s bound by tradition of some sort) is free to 
search the Scriptures for more and deeper tru th, free to re-examine 
i b own teaching and practice. Through its own overseers, such a 
church di)ciplincs ill> members. It holds the title to its own property. 
~uch con~:p·e1,ratiOJ~s, Co~l's free churchc~ .. are a r~fug~ Cor those 
seeking freedom [rom sm and from rehg10us domlllatton as well. 
They are not auempting that impossible thing, serving two masters. 
Thi1; lact, or course, is not a gu:nn ntee of loyalty to the one Master: 
it does guarantee the privi lege. Happy are th ey who have this 
privilege afforded them,. and heavy theu·. 1:e~ponsi bili~y. _The t.le· 
nominational churd1 avo1ds much responstbdny. The1r h1erardues 
:.1lc ll out vast!}' murh for them. It need not he denied that, despite 
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a denominational connection, someone miJ?ht have acquaintance 
with the Lord and have fellowship with H1m, but this is so not 
because o£ the -ism with which he 1s affiliated but the rather despite 
that fact. 

A Christian family has moved into our community and hilS made an 
issue or some o{ the activities o( our congregation. We have a basement with 
cla.urooms and one larger room suited to young peop,e's meetings, large enough, 
too, for tables to be spread when we have our basket meeting should the 
weather not be suitable to eat together outdoors. Cl11S8e8 are objected to on 
the ground that they are a l'iolation of the prindplc of unity. They argue 
that there is no example of a meeting of any spcdal dlW or group. To 
eat in the building is to violate the saaedness of the house o( C'.od. Other 
like contentions are raised. What is the answer? 

First, "Let all that you do be done in love." If the objections 
raised are from sincere hearts and open minds, help may be given. 
The Lord made the classes, and to recognize the classes He has 
made so as to adapt the teaching commanded of Him to the com
prehension of such classes as may be represented in the gathering 
1s a matter of spiritual wisdom. If His word is not being taught, 
then there is ground for objection. Classrooms are a great con
venience in teaching as is recognized by all educators of every line 
of education. Jesus acted upon the principle of convenience in the 
matter of getitng the food to the hungry multitude, when He fed 
the five thousand, "having them sit down in comranies." Paul 
recognizes the fact of different classes and the need o some particu
lar instruction for particular classes in his instruction in Titus 2. He 
had a meeting of a special class, when he called together to him the 
elders of the church at Ephesus in Acts 20. The gathering to
gether of special classes, whether at a distance apart or near by, is in 
and of itself, no violation of the unity of the body of Christ. There 
is no ground for the conclusion that the multitude of disciples at 
Ephesus, e.g., had but one meeting place. 

As for the sacredness of the cburch house: the material build
ing is not the house of God. I£ it is said to be devoted or dedi
cated, then the grounds are too. Paul's rhetorical question, "What? 
have ye not houses to cat in?" was elicited by the Corinthians' 
having turned the Lord's supper into an orgy which had brought 
upon them the chastening hand of God. Their agape (love feasts) 
had been converted into the very opposite. That the Lord's people 
should not gather together and eat together is opposed to Jesus' 
own example and that of the first church as shown m Acts 2, et al. 
Anywhere that .Jesus is is a sacred place. The consecrated Chris
tian is always standing on holy ground. Bear with those who are 
weak; do not be unkind if they are absent from some of the activ
ities. Help them to be active and fruitful in such lines as they can 
he zealous in, even though scrupulous as to other lines. Not 
every activity is right, either. 

A certain preacher In making use or Hebrews 10:25 assumes, as though 
It were an established ract, that the day to see approaching is the first da')' 
o( the week. Is there a passage 10mewhere that warrants this interpretation? 

"The assembling of ourselves together" is regularly "upon the 
first day of the week" as is seen in Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2, et al .. 
hut there were gatherings besides, and all gatherings afforded oppor-
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lllni l ic~ for the very i mpona nt and much needed exhonations, 
each o.n behalf of the other~. But "the day approaching" in H eb. 
10:2~ IS the day as opposed to night. "The night is far spent; the 
day IS at hand" (Rom. 13: 12). It is a cheap kind o( exegesis (?) to 
have the apostle telling us to exhort each other all the more as the 
first clny draws nearer. 

Bill can we "see the dny approaching" in the other sense? Not 
unle.!>~ we ''discern the signs of the times,'' and, too bad to ha,·e 
to admit it. the many today, like the .J ews in .Jesus' day, are better 
e" pert:. o n the weather. It is expected, however, that the Lord's true 
people will "sec the day approaching." They arc not the scoffers 
nor the indilferc nt; neither arc they tocl timid to exhort. 

h it a sin to Mnokc cignrcu cs? 

Smoki ng in and of it~elf doc.-s not involve any moral principle. 
It i'\ hardly denied that injury to the body is involved, and a moral 
principle migln enter inw consideration at that point. Moreover 
the right to pollute the auno!.phcre that ano ther must breathe is 
que!itioned aud i., qucMio naulc. Agaiu, hardly is a man a free 
uwn who c:u1not overconiC the habit. On the other hand, many 
a Christian has come w the conviction that, as ~~ steward of his 
Lord 's money, he doe not want to g ive an account for converting 
a ny more of it into smoke, and no longer lacking in conviction 
ha~ quit. 

J csus ,aid, "Where tbc carcass is, there wi ll the cnglcs he gathered to· 
gcth t:l'." What did He mc:w ? 

The cHrca~~ was the spiritually dead and decaying body of 
hracl falling ea!>y prey to fabe teachers, false prophets, false Messiahs, 
n ·pre!:>emed b)' the vullurel> . Decadent Christendom, even deca
dcm Protesta lllil>m . has fallen prey in the same way. Spiritually 
dead churches fall for Modernism, "denying the Master that bought 
theul. " What a feast have the vultures today! 

.J . R. Clark 

Too man y Christians arc filled with doubts, misgivings. ami 
u 11ccnaimies co11cerning their salv:llion. J?eep inside of Lhcm~clves 
Jhey arc not ~lll'e. To them then· ~alvau01~, rather tha n. bcm~ a 
prc~clll possc·:.>.iou. is a future unc~rta1n~y . . 1 here are certa m thmgs 
that we wam w get settled even 111 tlus l1fe. \ .Ye wan t t~ be sure 
o! our parentage. \ •Vc ~vn n t to. be sure .that we_ ar~ m~r~· t ed . W e 
even want to he secure 111 our JObs and Ill our hrm s abil ity to pay 

22/l 



wages. Then why are we content to settle for insecurity in matters 
which involve eternity? While we believe that one who has tasted 
that the Lord is gracious can voluntarily depart from the Lord, 
shrinking back unto perdition, yet God has provided for our security 
in Christ. We can have blessed assurance. 

The song says, "My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' 
blood and righteousness." In giving us the gospel God took acwum 
of our weakness. While we were yet weak Christ died for the 
ungodly. The blood of Jesus cleanseth us from all sin-both initially 
and day by day. While our actual state is imperfect, our standing 
with God through the blood is perfect. Thus our security is not 
based upon our own righteousness, but upon imputed righteousness 
of Another. The Apostle Paul could say, "For I know him whom I 
have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that 
whidt I have committed unto him against that day" (2 Tim. 1: 12) . 
And John adds his te.timony, "These things have I written unto you, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, even unto you that be
lieve on the name of the Son of God" (1 John 5: 13). Their 
confidence can be our confidence in Christ. 

"I can't believe," said a Christian lady. "You can't believe 
whom?" asked D. L. Moody. She was startled. What was she 
saying? Of course she could believe God! A man tells of a moun
tain that surrounded the valley he lived in as a boy. They were blue 
in the morning, gray at noonday, pink and purple in the evening. 
They were sure, solid, unchanging-almost eternal! Other things 
h2d changed through the years when he returned to his boyhood 
home. There were new houses, new trees, new shrubs, new highways. 
People had died and new people had moved in. But the mountains 
seemed always the same. The Psalmist says, "I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the mountains: :From whence shall my help come? My help 
cometh from Jehovah, Who hath made heaven and earth." The 
point is that God is like that mountain. He is even more secure. 
While earthquakes can shake the mountains, volcanoes can erupt 
them, water can erode them, man can blast them, yet God is always 
the same. Our security comes from our relation to Him, His faith
fulness, His promises, His love. "Wherefore receiving a kingdom 
Lhat cannot be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer 
service well-pleasing to God with reverence and awe." 

How may this security be ours? A Hindu sought peace and rest 
for his troubled conscience. Heathen religions could give him no 
help. One day he found a piece of paper dropped by a missionary. 
He read thereon, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and 1 will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn o[ me; for I am meek and lowly of heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light" 
(Matt. 11 :28-30). It directed him to the missionary. At last his 

hungry soul was satisfied. Security comes initially by obeying the 
Great Commission of the Lord-His last will and testament. "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 
He that belieYeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that dis-
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believeth ~hall be con~emnetl. " Once we have obeyed we can rest 
our ~a lvauon upon His unchanging word . 

. Ot~r securit~ comes by faith (properly expressed), and it is 
anaHll<llned by faath. Peter. was insecure when he took hiS eyes off the 
Lord and looked at the wands and the waves. The spies in Moses' 
day who looked a t the giants and the walled cities and saw not 
~;od were insecure. But Caleb said, "Let us go up at once and possess 
n: ror we arc well able to overcome it." Even so we do not find 
scnu:i ty in looking at ourselves or in looking around us, but in 
lookang away from ourselves to God, in maintaining constant trust 
in Him. 

Two men were traveling across the Sahara Desert o n camels, 
following footprints of an earlier caravan. A terrible sand storm 
:.wept upon them. They took refuge in a cave. \Vhen the storm 
was over they saw that the caravan tracks were covered, that the 
dunes had shift.ed, and that few landmarks remained. In di&may 
one of them sa ad to the o ther , "Alas, we are hope lessly lost!" rn 
reply the other said, "No, we arc not lost. The stars are still there." 
Our landscape in the world may shift and change, but God is still 
in the heaven!;. He changeth not. Our security is in Him. 

Ernest £ . Lyon 

TREATIES MAY CONTRADICT OUR CONSTITUTION! The 
constitution of the United States says that the constitution and our 
treaties constitute the supreme law or the land. 1t was o bviously 
the intention oE those who estab lished that constitution that the 
trea ties must be in agreement with the constitution, but the Supreme 
Court has ruled several times in recent years that where there is a 
disagreement, the trea ty will supersede the constitution. Since there 
arc many hundreds of these treaties, most of which arc unknown 
to most people even in the government, it is difficult to say just 
what the law of the land is as long as that decision st:tncls. There 
have been some attempts made to amend the constitutio n to cor
rcc t thi~>, but so far these attempts have not gone very far. Whenever 
1here is in power an administration that wants to increase i ts power. 
turn us into an international province, or do something else: contr~•ry 
to our constitutio n there is the danger of that being clo ne throug h 
tn:atie) . 
. \ l)ANCEROUS TR£ATY PROPOSED. So nmdt " fuss" has 
ucen raised about it by those who are genuinely alarmc:d that the 
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Department of State has never given it to the Senate £or ratification, 
l>ut that department is in possession of a treaty that could turn 
over our scliools to internationalistic control. By it your public 
school could be completely dictated to by Russians, Yugoslavians, 
nnd various othe1· communist and foreign persons. It is called 
by the harmless-sounding name of "Convention Against Discrimina
tion in Education," but what it proposes goes far beyond that title. 
I have a copy of its main provisions and will list them in this column 
next month. Let it suffice this month to say that under it no student 
or teacher in n school would be allowed to criticize the United 
Nations or, for that matter, another nation; curricula would l>c 
set up by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Social, and Cul
tural Organization), which would also set standards for teachers and 
almost every other detail of schools and school life. Private and 
parochial schools would be allowed to continue if they conformed 
to UNESCO standards. Since UNESCO is largely staffed by com
munists today, how would it sound to you to have that organization 
take over the work of your board of education? As long as this 
country is a member of the United Nations we are in danger of this 
treaty being ratified. 
MORE COMMUNIST- LAND CHURCHES APPLY TO WORLD 
COUNCIL. Five more churches now within the territory of the 
U.S.S.R. have applied for membership in the World Council of 
Churches. The five, whose combined claim of membership totals 
almost six million, are: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, 
Armenian Apostolic Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Es
tonia, Georgian Orthodox Church, Union of Evangelical Chris
tians (Baptists) of the U.S.S.R. While many members of these 
churches are probably genuine Christians, the leaders permitted to 
take part in the W. C. C. will unquestionably be communist tools. 
DECEPTION IN WELFARE. How difficult it is for citizens of 
this country to find out what is going on! There almost seems to 
be a conspiracy to keep us from finding out the truth. Even "church" 
papers add to the delusions. For example, a recent national church 
magazine quoted the NBC "White Paper" on the welfare situation 
in Newburgh, New York, as authentic and stated that the New
burgh city manager "had been able to turn up only one man who 
was able-bodied and still receiving welfare checks. And he had 
five children, one eye and a wife in the hospital." That is as far 
from the truth as one could imagine. The Newburgh situation 
proves many things, however, among them that there is no such 
thing as local autonomy in government any more (the federal 
and state governments combined to force stopping of the reforms) 
and that "reforms" can be worse than the original (a new welfare act 
recently passed increases the federal government's participation to 
seventy-five percent of certain types of welfare and r,ves the Depart
ment of Health, Education and Welfare a "club' to force local 
governments to conform to federal standards) . Less than a month 
after this bill passed, the New York Time~ (which opposed the 
reforms in Newburgh) had a front page article (August 19, 1962) 
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't:tt ing :t ii W II!-;" Other thillh"' that uuring the past fi ve years at leaSL 
~/8,000 in rel it·! ha~ ueen paid lO ineligible~ in the District of 
Colttmbia. 

N £\VS BRIEF~: For the first time Roman Catholics outnumber 
l'to t c:.ta tll~ in Ca~mda ... Seventh Day Adventists now have 1,569 
_we ekl y h•:o<~dr<~ s t:. m 211 languages an~ 200 weekly television releases. 
I hey gat ned 70,000 new converts 111 South Africa the last four 

) l':t r:. a nd 1110 1 <: converts (42,383) in South America in that time 
th ;111 in the ir li r~ t fifty years of operation in So uth America .. . 'Vorld 
Vi~ion, a mb~ioua_ry acti~ity headed uy Bou Pierce, is bri ng iug to 
th • ~. coumry a Po ltsh senunary graduate for Bible study. Tho ugh a 
~ctn tnary gradua te he had never had a course in Bible! 

J. H . McCaleb 

The \ame sig n was being shown e verywhere : " No Vacancy." 
Olll of <'ttrio!>ity we drove through this wittL<:r resort tOwn wh ere 
1 here were more thau fo ur hu ndred motels. A II that we saw were 
li llcd . lL was the time o f the Date Festival. There was no room 
itt the inn . 

Tha t "No Vacancy" sign appears under a variety of circum
~La nces. Facil itie' arc o ften great, but there is a lways a limit. In
e,·iLably there arc times when some are lllrncd away. The Lord 
II imself had d Htt ex perience when He, too, found there was no room 
i11 the inn. 

The o n lv lim it w Cod'~ fa mily is the o ne tha t we place o n it 
our!>ch·e~. ··f.or C od ~o loved the world, that he gave his o nly 
b<'gou e n Son. that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, '• 
h u t ha ,·c e\·crla ~ting li fe.'' And .J esus, the Son, has made this delinite 
!\t:ttcmt' tll: "A ll tha t the Father giveth me shall come to me; a nd 
hittt that ru111eth w 111 <: I will in no wise cast o lll." ' Cou has room 
lor a ll wh o will come. "In my Father's house are many ma nsions: if 
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre pare a p lace 
for you." 

It is evident 1 hat God has given His word, sca led by the death 
a nd resurrcnio n o f His Son, that any man who will believe and 
come will ~urc ly find a n eterna l home with Him. Furthermore. 
til c wa y w identity ourselves with C od through Christ has hecn 
111adc :.o dear that it is impossible to miss it if w t:: really walll to 
lind it. There arc no exclusio nary signs in C od's kingdo m. The 
o nl y "No Vaca ncy" sig n i:. the one we erect in o ur o wn hearL~. 
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(The following thoughts from the pen of R. H. Boll arc a continuation 
of the article begun in last month's issue.) 

SANCTIFICATION -- II 
MISCONCEPTIONS 

Three warnin~ must attend this message of God. (For God's 
truth is always fraught with blessing and danger: "Take heed how 
ye hear!") First: lest Christians would refuse to accept the high 
position to which God has called them. Second, lest they hold 
it with Pharisaic pride, as though in themselves they were better 
than others. Third, lest, like misguided Israel, they think this 
high calling and position is given them for their own sake alone. 

I 
If I should dare to judge, J would not go far wrong perhaps to 

say that already my Christian reader may have said in his heart, 
"Alas, this high place is not for such as I am. I fail so far of the 
true Christian life that it would be hypocrisy for me to assume the 
title of 'Righteousness' and to consider the world as 'Iniquity,' or 
to claim to be of the 'Light' while others are 'Darkness,' and I hardly 
dare to assen that I am identified with 01rist-I am so poor a 
representative of Him, or that I am a temple of God-for I some
times doubt that the Holy Spirit dwells yet in me." Such thoughts 
may come to Christians. They seem to spring of humility, but 
it is not true humility to decline God's placing of us. God has as
signed to us this position. We may have filled the place very 
unworthily, but we are in it, and God asks us to rise to its re
sponsibilities. Instead of its being presumption to accept the place 
to which God has called us, it is presumption to refuse it and to 
deny the high title He has bestowed upon us. The man who, 
after being made a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5: 17) refuses 
to consider himself as such, but persists in claiming his former place 
and living on the old plane, is not thereby honoring God. To do 
that is unbelief and insult. The Christian who (regardless of 
past failure) refuses to look on his body as a temple of God in 
which the Spirit dwells (I Cor. 6:19, 20) is not thereby conferring 
an honor upon the Lord who appointed him to this station and gave 
him His Holy Spirit. And so throughout. There is no way out in 
this direction, my brother, and no excuse or remedy, but that you 
must simply say "Amen" to all God says concerning you, and ac
cept the rank and standing to which He has appointed you. 

II 
But our high calling in Christ Jesus carries no ground for pride 

and self-satisfaction. We are not intrinsically better than other 
men-any more than the Israelites behind the blood-stained doors 
were worthier people than the doomed Egyptians. "We ourselves 
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also once were foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts 
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another." 
So it was certainly not because of our superior worth and goodness 
tl~at God caiied us. It \yas His fr~e, undeserved grace. "When the 
kmdness of God. ou~ Sav10r, and ht~ love to~ard man appeared, not 
b)' works done 111 nghteousncss wluch we drd ourselves, but accord
ing to Ids mercy he saved us; through the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Spirit" (Tit. 3:3-5). Does He now 
give us the name "Righteousness"? It ts not because we were not 
sinnct·s as all other men; but "Him who knew no sin he made to be 
sin on our behalf: tltat we might become the righteousness of God 
iu !tim" (2 Cor. 5:21). The place was bought for us by the blood of 
the Cross. For "we were washed, we were justified, we were sanc
tified.'' Does He call us "Light"? " l'e were once darktzess," He 
says, "but are now light in the Lord; walk as children of the light" 
(Eph. 5:8). Are we now identified with Christ? "Ye were at that 
time separate from Christ . .. havinl? no hope and without God in 
the world," and were "by nature duldren of wrath even as the rest" 
(Eph. 2:3, 12). Surely we cannot exalt ourselves; we have no ground 
to boast. The Christian who should look down with contempt upon 
the vilest sinner surely has forgotten that he was freely purged from 
his old sins, and he has misunderstood the ground of his own salva
tion. No-God's people must hold their high position in perfect 
lowliness of mind. 

Ill 
The third snare would be the thought that perhaps God had 

shown favoritism in our case and loved and chosen us to salva· 
tion for our own benefit. It is a subtle noose of Satan. The Jews 
stepped fairly into it. Did not God love Abraham and pick him 
out of all the world to bless him especially? Yea. But God then 
as now and always loved all the world. He loved Abraham specially, 
because through this man He could love all mankind. He blessed 
him and said, "Be thou a blessing," and "In thee shall all the fam
ilies of t11e earth be blest." By and by Israel came to think that God 
had lit the candle for its own sake, and they put it under the 
bushel. One of their rabbis estimated that if all the Gentiles were 
put on one end of the scale, and the most pitiful Jew on the other, 
the Jew would weigh the heavier. Jonah had no love or interest 
in Ninevah. The Jew held himself in proud distinction above the 
Gentile "doos." Then was Israel cast out and trodden under 
foot. God had indeed chosen Israel; but it was that they should 
be His witnesses and that salvation should go forth from the Jews 
Qohn 4:21). So with lhe church. Ead1 one of us can see how God 
gave us a special opportunity and chose us above others before we 
knew or chose Him, and put us in a high estate. 'What shall we 
conclude? Only this, that with us rests the responsibility to spread 
the grace of God so freely shed ~n us •. abroad to all around us, near 
and far. For He loves us spectally mdeed, but He loves the lost 
multitudes through us. 
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IF WE WANT TO HELP THE WORLD 

Now in order that the church should fulfill her high function, 
she must maintain her separation. It is not a separation like that 
of a hermit or a monk God wants, but as of God's children in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse ~neration among whom they are 
tl) shine as lights in the world (Phtl. 2:14, 15). They are not of the 
world, though they are in it, and though their work ts for the world. 
But as the priests of the Old Covenant could do absolutely nothing 
for the people without their pure and holy garments-or if they 
had defiled themselves by contact with the dead or the unclean
s~ neither can the priest of the New Covenant if they do not keep 
themselves unspotted from the world-from all alliance, partner
ship, fellowship, joint participations. The world which nailed the 
Savior to the cross must not be friends with us Qas. 4:4). If it 
hated Him, it will hate us. Only if we are of it, will it love its 
own. It did not recognize our Lord; we cannot have recognition 
from it, unless, like the disobedient angels of old, we keep not our own 
principality, but fall from our high estate (Jude 6). We may not 
go into partnership with Tobiah and Sanbailat to build the temple 
of God (Ezra 4: 1-3). We must not be inveigled into fellowship 
with the world in good-works schemes. If we really want to 
help the world, we must walk with God, which precludes all affinity 
with the world. Wherefore, "Come ye out from among them and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord." 

---------------------
THREE BOOKS FROM CHINA 

(BOOK REVIEW) 

Gordon R. Linscott 
Watchman Nee (Nee To-sheng) of Foochow never intended to write the 

books we are here reviewing. Alii of them have been compiled from notes 
taken on his spoken ministry during the years 193842, and arran~ed in book 
form by Angus I. Kinnear. The reviews follow in order of onginal publi· 
cation (1957, 1958, 1961). All are published or distributed in the U.S. by 
Christian Literature Crusade. Ft. Washington, Penna. Prices respectively: $3.00, 
$.?0, and $3.00. Special price on all three together (from Word and Work 
only), $5.75. 

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE. The usual Christian's life 
is something like the history of Israel under the Judges-it is a 
series of up and down exp,eriences, perhaps more down than up. 
"Mountain-top experiences' are very special, unusual occasions. 
But is this normal? Is this God's design and provision? Even the 
casual student of Romans knows that God has provided for some
thing better. The spiritually-minded longs for it in his own life. 
Still, for some reason, it seems that theory and practice just can't 
be brought to coincide. 

The Normal Christian Life is the only book I've seen that 
comments on Romans 1-8 and effectively deals with this common 
discrepancy between doctrine and practice. Five of the book's 
fourteen chapters (275 pages) are eminently practical discussions 
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~f the seeminl?: failure of the theory to work as it should in our 
hves. 1\-!a~y allustrations from real life add interest and deepen 
the convacuon that the author knows what he is talking about. 

Preachers who would like a deeper understanding of the mean
ing of baptism will be pleased with our brother's treatment of the 
subject at some eight different places in the book. And the closing 
chapter will impart new purpose and power to the life o£ any 
Christian. 

SIT WALK STAND. Take a refreshing new look at Ephesians 
with Sit Wallt Stand, three words that sum up the book, as well as 
the whole of the Christian life. For \Vatchman Nee, the Christian 
life is a reality-not barren theory; consequently he places a practiced 
emphasis on doctrine. The Iauer third of this little book (62 pages) 
deals with the power of the Name of Christ and the fact that 
God does unreservedly commit Himself to back us up in certain 
ventures. As an example, the author cites an expcnence of his 
own, when God twice sent rain in answer to prayer in order to 
break the power of a Chinese idol. This is a fascinating incident 
that reminds one of Elijah at Mt. Carmel. 

IVHAT SHALL THIS MAN DO? "The calling of God is a 
distinctive calling. In some degree at least, this statement is true 
of all whom He calls. Their commissioning is always personal; 
it never stops at being general-to all men." With these words, Watch
man Nee introduces th~:: distinctive ministries of Peter, Paul and john 
as illustrative of three essential areas o£ Christan service: con
fronting men with Christ, building them together as living stones into 
a habitation of God through the Spirit, and, when life and vitality 
are in danger of ebbing away, recovering their testimony as victors 
in Him. 

What should you do when God places two demands upon 
you, and these demands appear to be in conflict? The practical 
approach to this common problem will be especially welcome to 
those who earnestly desire God's will in their lives. The chapters 
dealing with the t·clationship of the members of the body o£ Christ 
to each other and to the body are equally thought-provoking and 
refreshing. The author says nothing that is really new; yet his 
approach is so se~r~hing· and his emphasis is .so perso~l that th.e 
conscientious Chnsuan cannot but feel that Ius own hfe and atti
tudes are in review. As you read, you catch a sense of urgency-the 
urgency of preparing self and the Church for the fiery trials just 
ahead. 

Brother Nee himself has felt the full force of the Adversary's 
wrath. Refusing to join the united church program of the People's 
Government, he W<IS put in prison in 1959 (whether or not he 
still lives, I do not know) . The auto~omo~s. churches V:ith 'Yh!ch 
he was associated were more succt.'ssful m reststmg the anta-Chnsuan 
pressures than any other group of churches. You'll find some o£ the 
secrets of their strength in this book (175 pages) . 

236 



.J. Edward lloyd 

n H ammond, lndiana, writes: "I read with imerest 
your articl e on Phillips· translation (See August Word and ·work) ... 
I 6nd my copy (whi ch I ()rdcred last year from England, General 
Edition) has no reference in II Thes. 2:2 such as you state ... Could 
it be that t\Ir. Phillips has corrected his own translation? My copy 
reads: · ... and saying that the day o( the Lord has already comf' . 
Your sunement 'a/111 ost here· is not to be found. \.Ye appreciate 
the words of cau l ion . however, as we have endeavored to be led 
into ~dl the truth." 

We are vel) ' g lad to get this in formation. The copy I used 
wa~ published by the Macmillan Co., New York, 1960. In earlier 
editions by the SalllC compan y (1953 and 195!i, "Letters to Young 
Churches") there is tl1e sa me rendering: ' 'almost here." On the 
ba~ i s of these facts it does indeed seem reasonable w assume, as 
our wrrcspondent suggests, that Mr. Phillips has made this needful 
corn.:ction in a n1ore recent edition put out in England. T his adds 
son1e thing to the already ove rwhelming evidence that the Greek 
word used here does nor mea n "ar hand, just at hand, or almost 
here, .. but ' 'has already come, is here ," etc. The former renderings 
!{ivc a wrong impression of the erroneous idea that was troubl ing 
the minds of the Thessalonian Christi ans. 

T here are many o ther corrections that Mr. Phillips should 
make it his translation is to be full)' acceptable to rhose who ac
ce pt t.he Bible as th e inspired Word of God. J\s it is, it shou ld be 
used with caution. I was a bit shocked recently to find , in a book 
of much real meri t, LI T imothy +:8 as it is in this translation, 
the latte r pan of which reads: " . .. and not, of course, only to me, 
but to all who hnve loved what they lta.ve seen of him." This ren
dering is contrary 10 the preponderance of testimon y of scholars 
(libera l as well as conservative) . For instance, the New English Bible. 
understood to be representati ve of the liberal school, has it thus: " . .. 
hut for all who have set their hearts on h is co111 ing appearance." 

Years ago Broth er Boll wrote words of counse l that sccn1 
appropriate here: " fn rega rd ro the many private u·anslations 
that ha ve appea red all have good points; bur none are to be relied 
on as standard authority, nor ranked with the King James or 
Revised. They arc usefu l for suggeslive sidelights." Then follows 
a specific warning against such modernists as Moffat, Goodspeed, et al. 
with rhe added commenr Lhat " In particular instances one may find 
th em useful for reference . . ... (Word and Work, 1 9~6. p. 134) . 
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Seed 7~oet9M4 
and 

~4 1tem4 
Of Imerest To Christians 

J. L. Addams, Sr. 

Young People, l"oLice from being "sca lded".) 
A Christian young lady heard 

the young man with whom she 
wa keeping company r idicule 
Cod, the Bible and the church. 
l mtead of remaining silent, she 
reproved him, only to have him 
say, ''A man of the wor ld ca nnot 
be so o ld-fashioned as to g ive too 
tnuch attention to Cod and 1he 
church."' ''A ll righ t,' ' sa id she. 
"if 1 hcse arc your true senti mcm s, 
from this moment we part com
pan>. H e who does not love the 

A C.oocl ltul .. 

An o ld woman who was alone 
lor the greater part of the dav 
~vas asked, "What do you do dur
lllg the day?" "\Veil," she ~a id , 
" I get my hymnbook and 1 have 
a little hymn of praise to the Lord. 
Then I get the Bible nnd let the 
Lord speak to me. \Vhcn I a 111 

tired of read ing a nd I cannot sing 
any more, I just sit '>t ill and let 
the Lord love me ... 

Lord cun ncvct· love coust:unly T um the Valvc>s 

and sincerely a woman who i' For seven long, dry years, the 
devoted to the Lord." 15.000 inhabitant of Westchester, 

Warning!! ! ~I.. suffered a w~tcr shortage. 
P.~ychologis ts have learned that I hcu, someone cllscovered that 

if you put a frog in to a pail of hot lhrcc water va lves were partly 
water he will jump out, but if do~ed. A few turns, and the wa
you put him in a pa il o( cool ter shortage was over. Commen t
wmcr and then gradually heat it eel a preadlcr: "Maybe we have 
up. the frog will permit himself been asking Cod for 'showers of 
to be cooked. Apparently, by ble!>sings' when all we needed to 
this method, he is unable w de- do was turn a few va lves in our 
cide when the water is ~o hot as to own lives!" Perhaps, it would 
be unbearable. So it i~ with sin. help us lO inspect ourselves to 
\Vhen ~udden heinou~ tempta· determine the reason for appar
t iom rear their ugly heads, most Clll · hortages of blessings. 
people shrink back; but the thing Show Yonl' Colors 
that ca uses many w get away front \Vhe n President Garfield wa~ a 
Cod is the almost unnoticed day- hoy he clim bed a mounta in on 
by-day d r ifti ng. The best protcc- ~Jnc occasion with some compan
tion is lO get out of rhe "pot' ' r~ms, a nd spent the night lircrc. 
when the water even begin w ge1 .St:a tcd around the <.:unpfirc. lht:\' 
warm. (Check your companiom, ~a ng and told :.wrie~ 1ill bedtime. 
friends and amusements. You Alter a while young Garfielu wok 
may save yourself or your children front his pocket a Te~tamem and 
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said, "Boys, I always read a dtap· 
ter and have prayer before go
ing to bed. Shall we have it all 
together tonight?" And they did. 
The future president was not a
fntid to show his colors. 

Your Testimony? 

A lady dying of heart disease 
was offered artificial salt for her 
diet. She remarked, "I don't 
want it, it hasn't any taste to me." 
A man dying in sin was offered a 
careless Christian's testimony. He 
remarked, "I don't want it. If 
he's a Christian, I don't care to 
be one." Jesus said, "It is hence· 
forth good for nothing, but to be 
rast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men." Christian, has your 
testimony lost its sa\•or? 

It is often said that a satisfied 
customer is the best advertise
ment of any business. The 
LIQUOR business, however, ne\'· 
er runs ads showing its "satisfied 
customers." Wonder why? 

Don't Die Out 

Dwi~ht I.. Moody, the famous 
evangelist, was never ordained: 
yet he preached to about a hun
dred million people during his 
life, and this before the days of 
rapid communication. 

o (t e 

A gossiper is a person who 
knows a great deal about a very 
little, and who goes along know
ing more and more about less and 
less, until finally he knows practi
cally everything about nothing. . .. . 

A TWENTY-FIVE HOUR UAY 

The school newspaper of John 
Bartram High, in Philadelphia, 
polled pupils on this interesting 
question: 

"What would you do if ''OU 
were given nn extra hour each 
clny?" 

Most frequent answer: "Catch 
up on my sleep." 

Runner-up in languor, from a 
girl: "I'd daydream." 

One boy said he'd devote a 25th 
hour entirely to eating. 

A few said they'd improve the 
time by more reading. 

Among the more unusual re· 
sponses was the following from a 
boy: "I would like to save my 
extra hours, day by day, and go 
back to Alabama for a little 
while." 

And it was a boy who supplied 
this frank clincher: "I wouldn't 
spend it in school, that's for sure." 

We thought of Fanny Crosby, 
who wrote: 
"Oh> the pure delight of n single 

horn· 
Tltat befort~ Thy throne ll"fJencl 

ll'heu I kneel in prayer, rmd with 
Thee> my Cod, 

I commune a.~ frieml with 
Friend!" 

A minister had been missing 
one of his regular members from 
the services of the church. The 
minister visited the man in his 
home and found him sitting he· 
fore an open fire. \-\'ithout say· 
ing a word, the minister took the 
tongs, lifted a glowing coal from 
the fire and laid it aside on the 
hearthstone. In silence, they 
watched it die out. Whereupon 
the careless man exclaimed, "You 
need not say a single word; I'll 
be in church next Sunday." The 
\Vonl says: "And let us consider 
one <lllother to provoke unto love 
and good works; not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as 
the custom of some is, but ex
horting one another; and so much 
the more, as ye see the day draw \Vhat would your answer to 

the question be? -The Defet~del·. 
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THE BASIS OF FAITH 
W. Carl Ketcherside 

THE UNIVERSAL MESSAGE 
The core of Christianity is the gospel, the Good News. This is 

the message of heaven to an alien world. It does not consist of doc
trinal discussions or abstract propositions. It is a proclamation of 
facts related to Jesus of Nazareth and intended to lead men to believe 
in Him as the Son of God. The gospel is not for the church. It is 
for the world. It is intended to enroll citizens in the kingdom, not 
to train those who are citizens. The Good News is an announce
ment of the fact that .Jesus died for our sins, that He was buried, 
that He rose again on the third day, and that all this is in harmony 
with and in fulfillment of the scriptures. By this we are saved if 
we keep in memory these things. 

lne two memorials connected with the Christian system are 
directly related to these facts. One is an initiatory rite by which 
we enter the fellowship created by the gospel. In it we re-enact the 
facts of the Good News and thus tdentify ourselves with the Message. 
By this identification we are enabled to procure for ourselves as in
dividuals that which was made available to the world by His death. 
We become incorporate with Him. Just as the man Christ Jesus 
brought life to the world through His crucifixion, so we enter into that 
life by our crucifixion (Rom. 6:6). "By baptism we were buried 
with him, and lay dead, in order that, as Clmst was raised from the 
dead in the splendor of the Father, so also we might set our feet upon 
the new path of life. For if we have become incorporate with him in 
a death like his, we shall also be one with him in a resurrection 
like his." 

Jesus had to die only once and we need to be baptized but 
once. When Jesus was raised He was free from the dominion of 
death; when we arc baptized we become dead to sin. We are no 
longer slaves of sin. Baptism need never be repeated. There is one 
baptism as there is just one faith. The one fa1th is the substance of 
the gospel message. It is the conviction that God has raised Jesus 
from the dead and made Him both Lord and Christ. This is 
the thing that the first hearers of the Good News were told to ac· 
cept as certain (Acts 2:36). It is that faith, the one faith, which 
is a foundation of our fellowship in Christ Jesus the Lord. 

The Good News is universal in extent, because it is to meet 
a universal need. All men are sinners and all stand in need of salva· 
tion. Because it is a historical message and consists of testimony 
to facts, all men may believe it just as all may believe any other his
torical fact which has been confirmed. The Good News is not the 
exclusive possession of any sect, party or faction, regardless of how 
sincere or earnest its adherents may be. Any person on earth who has 
heard it may, and ought to, share it with every other who will listen 
to him. "Let him that heareth say, 'Come.' " The power to save 
lies in the Message and not in the messenger nor in any splinter group 
or segment to which he belongs. "For I am not ashamed of the Gos-
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pel. It is the saving power of God for every one who has faith" 
(Rom. 1:16). 

Because the power to save is inherent in the Good News, the 
effect of the Good News is not vitiated when the facts are an
nounced, regardless of error in doctrine maintained by those who 
announce it. The power is in the nature of the Message and 
not in the character of those who proclaim it. Facts are facts 
reg-drdless of men's attitudes or motivations. The facts have never 
been announced by a perfect man and never will be. But wheat 
sown by a blind man will produce a crop if sown in the proper 
place the same as if it were planted by one whose faculties are 
unimpaired. The power to produce is in the seed and not in the 

: sower. Whether wheat or Good News is planted "it is God that 
giveth the increase." "But the others, moved by personal rivalry, 
present Christ from mixed motives ... What does it matter? One 
way or another, in pretence or in sincerity, Christ is set forth, and 
for that I rejoice" (Phil. I: 17, 18) . 

THE UNIVERSAL RESPONSE 
.Just as the Message is universal so the response to it is universal. 

The spontaneous reaction of the honest heart to credible testimony 
is belief. If that belief is in a person who has pcrfonned some ~,rrcat 
act of mercy in our behalf and whose life presents the challenge of 
an ideal, we react to our belief by a reformation of life and seek by 
some means to demonstrate our faith. Faith ever looks for overt 
manifestation and must do so if it involves recognition of lordship 
for obedience is the only proper response to lordship. Jesus said, 
"Why do you keep calling me 'Lord, Lord' - and never 'do what I 
tell you?" (Luke 6:46). Again, "Not everyone who calls me 'Lord, 
Lord' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the 
will of my heavenly Father" (Matt. 7:21). When the Good News 
was first proclaimed, the proclamation ended with the words, "Let 
all Israel then accept as certain that God has made this .Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah." The immediate response 
of the convicted hearts was, "Friends, what are we to do'!" 

The response to a divine message should be divinely ordained 
and God has authorized one act to validate our belief in one great 
fact and thus to bring us into that state where we share all of the 
blessings and privileges belonging to heirs of God. That one great 
fact is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that one act is 
immersion in water of the believing penitent. Baptism is not the 
door to any party, sect, or faction, in our disturbed and distorted Chris
ti;m realm. Baptism is the response to the Good News and not to a 
sectarian appeal. "Then he sa1d to them: 'Go forth to every part of 
the world, and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation. Those 
who belie.ve it and receive baptism will find salvation" (Mark 16: 
15, 16.) No sect or party can appropriate baptism to itself as partisan 
property to be administered as a sectarian rlte without incurring the 
judgment of God. As there is one faith to be universally pro
claimed to the world, so there is but one baptism in response to 
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that faith. He who shart.os the message t:an immene him with 
~hom he shares it. The validity of baptism depends upon faith 
m t?e facts by the one immersed and not upon some peculiarity o( 
the tmmerser. 

Since baptism is the divinely ordained response to the Good News, 
no party, sect, _or scg!nent, cal~ in~alidate its effect when a believing 
pcnuent subnuts to 1t. Bapttsm ts not the response to a doctrinal 
position, to abstract propositions or to a creedal compilation. R(:· 
gardless of the mistaken views upon such matten, held by either 
the penitent believer or the admimstrator, baptism is not invalidated 
because it is not related to these things. There never was a perfect 
man immersed since the death of Jesus and there never was a per-
fect man who did the immersing. E.very believing penitent has been -
ignorant of many things and every baptismal administrator, without ·1 

exception, has been wrong about many things. When one believes 
the facts which constitute the Good News and is immersed because 
he believes them, he receives remission of sins whether he under-
stands that blessing or not. Remission of sins is a judicial act which 
takes place in heaven. It is a divine act of clemency bestowed 
upon proper response to the fundamental fact of the Christian 
system and not upon perfect knowledge of all that is involved in 
the divine will. 

The Good News is not and can never be made a sectarian 
message because it is the proclamation of God to a sinful world. 
Men who are sectarian may proclaim it and may even Hatter them
selves that it is their exclusive possession, but it is no more so than 
the life-giving air which we breathe is a national possession. Bap
tism is not and can never be a sectarian possession because it is 
the divinely ordained universal response of believing penitents to a 
universal message. Men who are sectarian may administer it and even 
flatter themselves that because they do so it introduces a proper 
subject only into their exclusive partisan fellowship, but the over
ruling power of God unites the subject not to the sect to which 
the administrator belongs, but to the one body composed of all the 
saved on earth. No man has the power to immerse a man into a 
sect when that man truly believes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and is immersed because of that faith. God frustrates 
the designs of men when they seek to exploit His universal mercy 
for sectarian purposes and partisan pride. 

NEWS AND NOTES 
CHOWNING- YARBROUGH The fathers o( both the bride :uul 

Miss Janet Ruth Chowning, daughter the groom participated in thc ceremoll)'• 
u( Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Chowning, The introductory rcmarks wer(• made 
119 W. Utica, Sellersburg, became the by Brother Yarbrough: the ceremony 
bride o( Bob Milton Yarbrough, son was then cm•1plcted by Brother Chow· 
of Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Yarbrough, nin~. 
Dallas, Texas, Friday evening, Septem· 'I he bride is a 1959 graduate o( 
ber 7, at 8:00 p.m. in a beautiful candle- Silver Creek High School. She at
light ceremony at the Sellersburg tended Southeastern Christian Junior 
Church of Christ. ColiL'gc, Winchester, KL'Iltucky, ami 
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lndiann State College, Tct·rc Haute, 
and will be a senior this fall at Tc.xas 
Woman's University, Denton, Texas. 
The groom also attended Southeastern 
and will graduate in January from 
;\lorth Texas State University, Denton, 
Texas. 

The couple is residing at 1017 Austin, 
Denton, Texas. 

Wichita Falls, Tex.: We are having 
good meetings here. Meetings arc not 
as well attended as we would like, 
but we are hoping for better attend
ance ns we go along. Audiences are 
most appreciative and all seem very 
c:Jmest and devoted. -Waldo S. Hoar. 

Three have been baptized at the 
Hfkllland Church, Louisville, recently. 
These conversions seem to be the re
sult mostly of Vacation Bible School. 
llrother Jorgenson reports that meet· 
ings nrc good at the Highlands. 

RAY HAWKINS 
The little congregation meeting on 

Olney St. in Indianapolis was saddened 
greatly by the passing of Brother Ray 
Hawkms on July 3. Brother Hawkins 
was formerly a member of the Summer
\'ille congregation, near Linton, Ind· 
iana, but had been with the Indianapo
lis congrcgution since its bcginnfng 
three years ago. His health had not 
heen good for some time, but he was 
working and was active in the work 
with the brethren. He had taken pub
lic part in the worship in Lord's Day 
before his passing. Funeral service 
was at Jasonville, Ind .. on July 6, and 
burial was in the beautiful Memorial 
Park in Anderson, Ind. Sister Hawkins 
and the children, live of them, arc 
comforted in the faith of Christ and 
the hope of the resurrection. -Waldo S. 
Hoar. 

---- --·--~--

The Louisville area churches have a 
\'outh Rally at one of the churches 
each month on third Sunday after· 
noons at 2:45. The last rally was 
held at Sellersburg, Indiana. Victor 
nroaddus showed slides of Palestine 
at this service. Next month the rally 
will be at Jeffersontown, Ky., at which 
time they will enjoy a Bible quiz on 
the book of I Corinthians. 

GOSPEL MEETING CALENDAR 
Orell Overman is to be with the High· 

land Church in a meeting from Octo6er 
28 to November 2. 

Frank Mullins is scheduled to be 
with the Portland Avenue Church 
from Octoher 21 to 28. 

The Ilighview meeting will be from 
October 14·25 at 7:45 each evcninl!'• with 
special mu~ic directed by Ken Lawson. 
l.ot-al brethren will speak the lirst eight 
uights. W. Carl Ketchc111ide of St. 
l.uuis will speak frum October 22 to 
~n. 

October 1-7, C. V. Wilson will be at 
I Kth Street church in Louisville. 

The Shawnee meeting, l.onisville, wlll 
feature Howard T. Marsh as speaker 
and will begin October 7. 

Antoine Valdetero was obliged to 
c:mccl his meeting at Sellersburg, Ind. 
and at South Louisvllle bc..'C3use of the 
sicknt.'ll.'l of his wife. Let us all prny 
for Sister Valdetero. 

Please report your special meetings 
to \\'ord and 'Vork. 

Lexington, Ky.: Just eleven years ago 
there was no congregation of Christians 
in Manila. Today. a mere decade later, 
there arc 18 congregations of Chris
tians meeting together as believers in 
the whole counsel of God as a direct 
result of nne man whom God has 
hlessed - Victor Broaddus. We be-

Louisville, Ky.: Ormsby came through lieve in Victor and the kinds of activi-
the hot months without a summer ties he is engaged in, for they arc of 
~lump this year. We had our highest the Lord. 
attendance of the year in August. Re- Iuterest is heing manifested in pro
cently one of our faithful sisters, Isa- \'iding more comfortable living quar
line G. Nutter, departed to be with ters for these worthy missionaries in 
the I.ord. She had a stroke about that far away land. The family of six 
fifteen yean ago nnd hnd been nn has to live in an old building with 
invalid since. During all these years only two rooms. It Is so crowded that 
our Brother Braxton had taken com· it reminds one of Grand Central Sta· 
munion to her and she had given her tion. We want him to have a home of 
offering. She loved to read the church his own. Funds are already coming in, 
bulletins and kept up with the events and we need your help. It was suggested 
of the church. She was a very sincere in our business meetlng that we would 
Christian. She leaves two daughters like to raise $500 from this church. The 
who have faithfully and lovingly cared Highland church in Louisville writes 
for her through the years. -J. R. Clark that they arc pledging $200 or more. 
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Five thousand dollars will he enough 
to build Victor and family a nice house 
on a lot he bas already paid for. We 
thank the Lord for the interset in 
this most worthy project. 

Send donations to Bill Medley, 2314 
Cabot Drive, Lexington, Ky., Victor's 
treasurer at the Cramer and Hanover 
Church. -H. N. Rutherford. 

Frank Uulllns, Sr. Writes Quarterly 
Lessons Cor the fourth 11uarter are 

on the great doctrines of the Bible. 
We selected Brother Frank 1\fullins to 
write these lessons. While they last 
the 'l.uarterlies are 25c each in any 
<luanuty. Carl Klt1.miller is our writer 
for all o( 1963. These men are com· 
rnitted to the whole counsel of God. 
Why not use their lesson quarterlies? 
Order \Vord and \\7ork Lesson Quar· 
terly. 

ORDER GIFTS EARLY 
This yt:ar, make it a Bible. or a 

good book othenvise Cor Chnstmas. 
Come in anti look over our fine stock 
of books. If we tlo not have what you 
want, we C'.tn order it out to you. 

Please Pay Promptly 
Many of our friends order books anti 

literature anti pay later. We must 
pay our bills at 'Vortl anti Work every 
month. \Ve request that our customers 
pay promptly. Usually we ~ave. no 
reserve funds to meet our obligations. 
Thank you Cc1r your business. -.J. R. C. 

Rally Day At 
Southeastern Christian <:Oilege 

Rally Day was ?bserved 3:t South· 
eastern Christian College, Wmchester, 
Ky., on Saturday, September 15, fea· 
turing an address by James E. Farmer 
on "The Role of Christian Education 
in Our Day." Brother Farmer is the 
Asst. Supt. of Jefferson County Schools, 
in charge of Instruction, and is also 
an elder in the Highvlew Church o£ 
Christ. The Rally Day offering ~as 
something over $1,000.00. (The offcnng 
at the Rally Day meetin~ wa~ $888.00, 
but with some funds conung m shortly 
thereafter earmarked for the Rally Day 
offering. the total was something more 
than $1,000.00.) 1:ollowing the Rally 
Day meeting, dinner was spread together 
in the Student Center, and as usual. 
it was a time o£ great fellowship ~ith 
brethren and students from var1ons 
sections o£ the country. 

Enrollment at S.C.C. 

mllment at S.C.C. indicated that some 
90 students had enrolled, about 60 o£ 
this number in the Freshman class. In 
addition to the regular day·school, a 
night school is to be conducted. 

Glenmora, La.: The Lord has been 
very gracious to us. Several baptisms 
lately-one entire f.tmily one evening 
-a widow and four sonsl Attendance 
climbing steadily and interest in things 
of God is good. Some heart·aching 
problems too, of course. \Ve are pres
ently shooting toward a goal of 100 
in Bible School. Eighty-seven present 
last Sunday. Our eleven o'clock sen·· 
ices run around 90 to 100. -A. J. Istre. 

Abilene, Texas: Our treasurer is Q.OW 

receiving funds for the planned class
room building! This is one of our 
great needs in a material way, and we 
are confident that it will receive en· 
thusiastic support from the mo~t o[ 
pur Jnembers. A very rough esumate 
of the cost of the new facilities is 
$20,000 to $25.000. -Carl Kitzmiller 

Louisville, Ky.: Several of our young 
pt.'Ople of Shawnee have been baptizctl 
mto Christ in recent weeks, the latest 
on September 2nd. We were blesst.'tl 
by Brother Victor Broaddus' illustrated 
message on September 12. Also a good 
message from Brother Mack Anderson 
at our evening service, September 13.
Willis H. Allen. 

Huechd, Ky.: We are thank£ul to rc· 
port that we seemed to experience no 
summer slump at the Buecnel Church 
of Christ this year. Attendance in June 
was the best in the history of the 
church, and attendance during July and 
August held up well. I was In two 
meetings this sununer, one at Salem 
Church near Cynthiana, Ky. (the Lord 
blessed with four baptisms and two o· 
thcr responses), and the other at the 
Mountam View Church in Johnson 
City, Tenn. During my absence, Bro. 
John T. Glenn occupied the pulpit at 
·Buechel, and our people were glad to 
hear him again. -Rohert B. Boyd. 

About Eugene l\lullin.• 
A report through Word anti Wlll'k 

and a letter to all donors \vill be sent 
1111t as soon as a definite decision is 
reached regarding the work the Lord 
has for the Eugene Mullins family. 
Funds are on hand for their sailing and 

:\n early, incomplete report on 

we are waiting for the final decision of 
the Lord with reference to some proh· 

en· )ems involved. -Claude Hukle, Trcas. 
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