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Rol>ert Heid is a minister in Louisville, Kentucky

Qod't Qcwdhf
W. R. H.

THOUGHTS WHILE PRUNING
I find it difficult to do the February work with grapevines

without musing on the 15th chapter of John. Not that the six
small vines I have are all that important, but there is something
about having the shears in hand and realizing that the destiny of
the twigs, as well as the improvement of the general health of
the vine and the quality of the fruit, depend upon the work that
is just now being done.

Vines, like fruit trees, can go along unattended. It would
seem that "nature" would do just what is best for them and that
they would not need help from any intelligence. But such hasnot proved to be the case. It is true that they may continue to
live, but the production of desirable fruit is practically nil. Man,
likewise, when left to work out his own destiny according to
nature, is in as bad a fix. Without divine pruning, planning, and
support the result is uncontrolled growth and blighted fruit. Self-shade prevails, where the sunlight of God's counsel could have
reached, to turn the blight of sin into lovely fruitage.

Jesus' parable of the vine and the branches does not deal
with the sinfulness of our past, nor the joy of finding Jesus, but
with the Christian Walk; and that, for the child of God, is what
the rest of this life is all about.
MAN IS A POOR VINEDRESSER

We cannot determine precise]} which branches bore the fruit
last year, nor can we be sure that every blemish in the vine is
fatal and should therefore be removed. Twigs that might seem
diseased, as far as I can judge, might really be sound and prom
ising. I am not wise. But the Vinedresser that Jesus tells of,
the Father, is altogether wise and excellent. He can well remem
ber if or how much fruit we have borne, and if not, why not.
He knows if our branch is diseased, and if so, how seriously.
Furthermore, since He knows the future, He is the wise One who
can bend and shape our lives to the all-important end to which we
should be turned. If improvement is possible, not only does He
know what to do, and how to do it, but desires to accomplish
that verv thing for each of us. What unmerited favor that God
should undertake as Vinedresser for us!
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the disciples that they were clean already, because
that He nad spoken unto them. No wonder that

to snatch away the word when it is sown in the
wonder why the Word of God oftentimes does

the hearts and desires of men. The natural man
to be pruned. He is not desirous of any chastening

as for wanting to know God's will and His way,
people prefer to go their own way. Why, then,of the Word of God be sought out? Rather,

1 be turned so that the pruning is thereby avoided,
ever to be a pruning away of lust, immorality,

pride, selfishness, or meanness, that pruning can only
word of God, as the Holy Spirit reveals it unto
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most marvelous thought in the analogy is that
-to-branch" relationship with the Son of God. This

have identical life, identical strength, identical
union with God is all but incredible. And yet, Jesus

herein is the Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.
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Jesus spoke of our abiding in Him as a matter of our will and
choice. He urges us to abide but indicates that we may not.
Those who seyer themselves from Him are cast out, withered and
burned up.
WHAT IS FRUltT?

We often think of evangelism and personal evangelism as the
fruit envisioned here. Certainly they are paramount. But there
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are many other fruits. The Holv Spirit is the essence of the new
life in Christ Jesus, and the fruits of the Holy Spirit are legion.
A life of praise, lived in the power of the Holy Spirit, will Dear
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek
ness, and self-control. I think that this list from Galatians 5:22, 23
is not meant to be exhaustive, but rather typical, or in basic outline.

Paul told the Corinthians in his second letter (9:6-14) that
the gift that they sent to the needy saints would cause praise to
arise unto God (and this is where the praise should gol). Thus
we see that giving of money can surely be fruit So can humble
humanitarian service, as with the good Samaritan that Jesus told
about. Living a good but simple Christian life, as Jesus urged,
being the "light of the world" will lead men who see our good
works to glorify the Father who is in heaven.

Realizing that whatever causes fellowmen to praise and thank
God is fruitbearing, we will know that the Christian's fruitbearing
is of many varieties. We need to see fruit in the lives of fellow
Christians wherever we find it, and strive to let our own fruit
become "much," as Jesus has intended for each one.

A Real Sacrifice
Two wealthy Christians, a lawyer and a merchant, joined a

party that was going around the world.
In Korea one day they saw in a field by the side of the road

a boy pulling a crude plow while an old man held the plow handles
and directed it. The lawyer was amused and took a snapshot of
the scene.

"That's a curious picture. I suppose they are very poor," he
said to the missionary who was interpreter and guide.

'Tfes," was the quiet reply. "That is the family of Chi Noui.
When the church was being built, they were eager to give some
thing to it, but had no money; so they sold the only ox they had
and gave the money to the church. This spring they are pulling
that plow themselves."

The lawyer and the businessman by his side were silent for
some moments. Then the businessman said, "That must have been
a real sacrifice." "They did not call it that," said the missionary.
They thought it was fortunate that they had an ox to sell."

The lawyer and the businessman had not much to say. But
when they reached home and the lawyer took the picture to his
minister and told him of the incident, he said, "I want to double
my pledge to our building program. And give me some plow
work to do! Why I have never known what sacrifice for the Lord
meant. A converted heathen had to teach me. I am ashamed to
say I have never given anything to the church that cost me any
thing."

How many that call themselves followers of Christ ever sold
the ox and then pulled the plow? Have you?

—From the Brandon Church of Christ Bulletin.
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURES
W. J. Johnson

It is reasonable to believe that God had a definite purpose in
giving the mai ifestation of Jesus Christ to His Son for His servants,
"even the things which must come to pass hereafter," and that
they are profitable, practical and understandable.

Christ J
beloved apostl
and testified
with an
and they that
keep the thin
1:1-3)

esus sent His angel to signify them unto John the
b who, inspired by the Holy Spirit, recorded them,

ttiat they are true words of God (not dark sayings
uncertain meaning) and said "Blessed is he that readetn,

hear the words of this prophecy, and they that
is written therein for the time is at hand" (Rev.

Gcd
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message of
in every phase
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see how the
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become more
stronger,
together for
cording to His

It is true
just as there

as the Revelation of Jesus Christ is an inspired
it behooves us to recognize it as profitable for us

of work in our Master's vineyard. If it is practical,
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, forwhich is in righteousness." For this reason we can

_;s revealed in this portion of God's message will
take the right attitude toward God, our faith will

real, our hope encouraged, and our love will grow
because we can see more clearly how "all things work

good of them who love God and are called ac-
purpose."

t! ungs
we

the

It is important to believe the Revelation of Christ Jesus has
an important place to fill in the Bible message of God. For God
has a definite purpose in all things that He does. This idea is
supported by ris being given specially for the churches (Rev. 22:16).

that there are hard spots in the book of Revelation
are in other parts of the Bible. Nevertheless they

contain something of value to us. If we take the attitude of the
good ground learer they will be profitable to us. But on the
other hand if we shoula trim and twist them to fit our way of
thinking, condemnation will rest upon us just as it does upon "the
ignorant and unstable who wrest other scriptures to their own
condemnation" (2 Pet 3:16; Rev. 22:18, 19).

In eveiy occupation, in every business, and in every profession
and enterprise there is an interest manifested in the outcome.
What will it be? A bright outlook gives inspiration, stimulates
deeper interest, and encourages steadfastness in the understanding.
Such is true ir respect to the Christian life. If we can see a glo
rious outcome, we feel that our works of faith, patience of hope,
and labors of bve in Christ Jesus are worth while. We feel secure,
if we continue to walk by faith in the grace of God. Also we can
see a reason for rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God (Rom. 5:2).
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Beginning in Genesis and continuing through the Bible we
find that there are many things told us about the glorious appear
ing of Jesus Christ, which culminate in Revelation. The outcome
surpasses all earthly glories combined. If we view them in faith
we can perceive what His personal coming means to us, provided
we are willing to suffer with Him that we may be glorified with
Him (Rom. 8:17).

In Acts 1:8-11 two heavenly witnesses testified that Jesus Christ
would return in person. So we should believe that He will come
again in person, not through a system of teaching, or some one asa representative. John the beloved apostle believed that He will
come in person for he says in 1 John 3:2, "We shall be like Him,
for we shall see him as ne is." Paul saw Him in His glory and
heard His voice when He appeared to him in the way to Damascus.
In his letter to the church at Philippi he wrote, "Our citizenship
is in heaven, whence we wait a Saviour who shall fashion our
bodies like unto His own glorious body" (Phil. 3:20, 21).

Now in Revelation 1:7, John testified that His coming would
be in person. And in verse 8 he heard the following words evi
dently spoken by Jesus Christ when He appeared to John on the
Isle of Patmos, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord
God, who is and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."
And verses 12-19 of chapter one testify that He appeared to him
in the brightness of His glorious body. In his mortal body John
could not stand. He fell at His feet as one dead. "But he
laid his right hand on me," John said, "and spoke the comforting
words, 'Fear not,' " words which he had often heard Him speak.
"I am the first and the last, and the Living One, I was dead, but
I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades."

Notice the words of Peter, "wherefore girding up the loins
of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly on the grace
of God that shall be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ" (1 Pet 1:13). Then the body is redeemed and fashioned
like the glorious body of Christ Jesus, thus preserving body, soul,
and spirit (1 Thes. 5:23; 4:14-16; 1 Cor. 15:51-56). "Every one
that hath this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure (1 John 3:3).

"Grave on thy heart each past red-letter day!
Forget not all the sunshine of the way
By which the Lord hath led thee; answered prayers,And joys unasked, strange blessings, lifted cares,
Grand promise-echoes! Thus thy life shall be
One record of His love and faithfulness to thee."

—F. R. Havergal
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Ernest Lyon is a iprofessor of music at the University of Louisville and minister
of the Highland Church of Christ.

Vi&AMMXj, the ftleufii

BILLY JAMES HARC1S was very
viciously attacked in a national mag
azine recently by reporters who never
talked to Harg
were in his town for a good while.
The newspapers
from the maga/1
not yet, so far

s even when they

picked up the story
ine, but they have
as I have seen, re

ported that Hariris denies the entire
stoiy. A lot of people will believe
die story because Hargis will not sue.
He will not sue because of a deci
sion by our Supreme Court several
years ago denying to public figures
the right to sue when attacked unless
they can "prove I malice," an impossi
bil i ty. The decision was made in
the case of Genejral Walker, who had
been awarded several million dollars
in the lower courts.

AMERICAN SECURITY wi l l he
hurt if Angola falls completely into
Soviet hands — not to mention the
great threat to Rhodesia, South Af
rica, and any other country wanting
to maintain freedom.

THE MISSING DAY in die stories
of Joshua and Hezekiah was thor
oughly explored and written about
by a man named Totten a good while
ago. Now die story is coming back
again because of claims that in the
space program the computer has
turned up a "1 lissing" day for its
calculations. The claim has been
made a number of times and has
been denied by some in the program,
but we still know that the sun stood
still for nearly a day in Joshua's
battles and went back 40 minutes
(10 degrees) in Ilezekiah's day. So
I am inclined to believe that the sto
ry is true and that scientists afraid
of the anti-Christian nature of much
of our government now, deny die
story to keep on the "right" side of

Ernest E. Lyon

those in power. The latest I have
seen on this is from an article re
viewing a chapter in Harold Hill's
hook, "How to Live Like a King's
Kid" (Logos International, Plainfield.
N- J-)-

FREEDOM is a word that is be
ing bandied about a lot diese days,
but almost every day legislative units
over the countrv decide "there ought
to be a law" and take away some
more freedoms in the name of help
ing "the people" against their great
"enemies" — usually not defined but
mostly being diose who are produc
ing the goods that make our living
standards high. The government that
protects you from yourself is going
to take away all your freedoms, so
which do you want?

D A N LY O N S , f o r m e r C a t h o l i c
priest, is now editor of Christian Cru
sade Weekly. He has been a fighter
for freedom for many years.

IT IS INTERESTING to contrast
the treatment being given to J. Ed
gar Hoover and Martin Luther King
after their deaths. Hoover was a
strong anti-communist and King had
many associations with communist
leaders, using a number of them in
his organizat ions. The at tack on
Hoover is being made largely in the
name of protecting King's name, pic
turing him simply as a great fighter
for "civil rights' for black people.
I do not presume to stand in judg
ment of either man, and I rejoice
in any good brought about by any
man, but my own study of Hoover's
life indicates that he was a true A-
meriean working for the good of the
country. I t is strange that he is
attacked for checking on King but
til)? presidents who suggested this

71



and countenanced him in this area
are not attacked.

ANOTHER reason for the attack
on Hoover is the effort by the ones
who want to change our country for
die worse trying to keep America
from having protection from enemies
within (FBI mostly) and without (CIA
or other intelligence-gathering groups).
It looks like they have succeeded at
a time when Russia has tremendously
increased its KGB and other spy
groups.

MRS. FORD, according to Reli
gious News Service, is sending out
the following word to those who
question her motives in her famous
statements: "My husband and I have
lived 26 years of faithfulness in mar
riage. I do not believe in premarital
relationships, but I realize that many
of today's generation do not share
my views. However, this must never
cause us to withdraw the love, coun
seling and understanding that they
may need now more than ever be
fore."

IN CASE YOU'VE WONDERED:
The South Vietnamese are still fight
ing the invaders from North Vietnamin spite of overwhelming odds against
them. Guerilla tactics are being
turned against the communists for a
change, due to the realization of the
loyal South Vietnamese that all they
could expect would be to lie added
to the statistics of the dead if they
surrender.

HAVE YOU HEARD that there is
a very high rate of suicides among
Transcendental Meditation teachers?
I have heard that from several reli
able sources, but I have not seen any
case of it myself.

THOSE SUPPORTING homosex
ual attempts to be accepted as Chris
tians in good standing will stop at
nothing. One of the latest is the claim
that the word "know" used in the
Sodom story in Genesis does not re
fer to sexual relations (homosexual in
this case). Continue to pray for such
darkness.

IN MANY STATES efforts are be
ing made to destroy private schools
at all levels, but I feel that the cen
tral government will beat the states
to it. The department of Health,
Education, and Welfare (HEW) has

ordained that schools with students
who receive G. I. benefits, grants,

government loans or similar aid muste treated as if the funds were re
ceived directly by the institution it
self. If that ruling stands a tremen
dous step toward centralized control
(next step — destruction?) has been
made.

ALSO NOTE THIS: New I.R.S.
regulations published in Bulletin1975-49 on Dec. 9, 1975 states that
income-tax exemptions will be denied
to private schools that discriminate
by reason of race, color, or national
or ethnic origin. It also states that
schools which favor racial minority
groups in admissions, facilities, pro
grams, or financial assistance do not
violate that rule. These rules apply
to all schools that apply for federal
tax exemption even it they receive
no government funds. To add to that
the schools are required to keep rec
ords of the racial composition of fac
ulty and staff and are ordered to
keep files detailing the race of any
persons receiving scholarship and oth
er financial aid. Yet the I.R.S. man
date states that it does not require
schools to keep records which are in
violation of state or federal law in
spite of the fact that federal (and
many state) laws prohibit requiringa student or employee to disclose his
race or ethnic background or for the
school to keep such records.

WOMEN who have been ordained
priests of the Episcopal Church are
barred from Episcopal parishes of the
Diocese of Lexington (Ky.), accord
ing to Bishop Addison Hosea, as re
ported in Ben L. Kaufman's column
in the Cincinnati Enquirer on Feb.
5, 1976. This prohibition does not
affect the work of more than 100
women deacons, Bishop Hosea is re
ported to have added.

THREE INDIANAPOLIS church
es were reported by Kaufman to be
included in a British Broadcasting
Corporation documentary on world
religions. One is a black church
(Second Christian), one a main-line
denominational church (North United
Methodist) and one represents successful Fundamentalism (Baptist Tem
ple). I do not know when the docu
mentary will be made public.

ABOUT 21 WOMEN are reported
to be serving as deacons in the
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Southern Baptist churches of Illinois,
none of them in a pastoral role.

CAMP
Lutheran womaji
duty with the
The Rev. Chris
the daughter of
ed for duty on
is also said to
chaplain to ser

PENDLETON has the first
chaplain on active

U.S. armed forces.
:ine E. Miller, ALC,
a Navy officer, report-
[anuarv 8, 1976. She
be the first woman
; with the Marines.

CHAPLAIN
in papers aboutIjtAY, after stories got

it, confirms that some

our

We have
of the Christilan
and has no
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tention to the
church servicejs
willing to fill
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Eeople ined on Sunda'y
with my
greater concern
Lord and His
and watch some
ices of the chjurch
is it not
need, then, is

why

sone

because

th3Today
are seen ev
and slanderous
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when we
knows no
do, and it

love

alv 'ay:
Love is

tent of our
is the crucial
life of the
turn.

of the Manson Family have been
converted and some of them are try
ing to win Manson to Christ.

KEEP PRAYING for our country,
for the unity of God's people, for the
spread of the gospel throughout all
the world—even into some places that
call themselves "churches." Thank
you for your help with information
for this column. Keep your questions
and comments and clippings coming
to Ernest E. Lyon, 2629 Valletta
Road, Louisville, Ky. 40205.

Love In Service
Willis H. Allen

been reminded that love is the supreme motivation
for all his acts. It is the fulfillment of the law

It thus becomes the test of our attitude and serv-
It is also the test of our service to God, our

devotion, our loyalty and faithfulness. We wonder
there is such a laxity among Christians in their at-

things of God and of His church; why attendance at
is on the wane; why we cannot find men ready and

needed places of special service to the church, such
deacons; why it is so difficult to interest the young

special effort on their behalf. If I prefer to lie in
morning rather than to get up and prepare to go
to Sunday school and church, am I not showing

for my personal comfort and interest than for my
work. If I prefer to stay at home on Sunday nights

silly program on TV rather than attend the serv-
and have fellowship with God and my brethren,
I do not love my Lord sufficiently? The great

to get men to love God.
world is dying for lack of love. Enmity and strife

erywhere—among groups and individuals. Backbiting
is whisperings poison the minds of others in their
gainst God's own. We should make no distinctions

Following Christ is to love as He loves. Love
pakialities, no selfish motives, no limit to what it cans believes the best about others.

ikot just loving those who love us. If that is the ex-
lolve, Jesus asks, "What do ye more than others?" Here

test in loving our enemies. There is an extra in the
believer—the second mile to walk; the other cheek to

-In The Bible Way, 1963
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Carl Kitzmiller is a minister in Oakdale, Louisiana.

Carl Kitzmiller

Carl Kitzmiller
Would it not he better if the churches spent more lime in worship and in
partaking of the Lord's Supper?

Without a doubt many even of those congregations which
observe the Lord's Supper each Lords Day would do well to put
more emphasis on the Supper and on the worship associated with
it. This is one of the primary purposes of meeting on the Lord's
Da}' (Acts 20:7), vet in many cases the Lord's Supper becomesa sort of side issue done somewhat mechanically and hurriedly.
There is certainly a sense in which it takes time to be holy and
to worship. So what we shall say hereafter is not intended to
justify stale, mechanical practice of a routine or the lack of awareness which can creep into any act of worship. But knowing
something of the thinking that lies back of the question, I wishto comment on some of its ramifications. I am not personally
convinced that more time is the answer in a lot of cases.

We must not fall into the trap of believing that more time,
perhaps much more time, devoted to this act of worship nec
essarily makes it better or more pleasing to the Lord. Changed
emphases and new routines may get us out of the rut for a
while, but these then tend to create a new rut to claim us. I do
not find the word of Cod placing much emphasis on the quantity
of time consumed as being a measure of the worship rendered.
Obviously quality of worship is important too. The prophets of
Baal spent all day crying to their god. dealing themselves misery
and cutting themselves, even showing a great fervency of spirit;
but in a short, simple prayer at the close of the day Elijah prayed
and fire fell from heaven (1 Kgs. 18:25-39). 1 have seen men take
advantage of the chance to address the congregation when remarks
of reminder or exhortation were being made at the Lord's table.
Some of these rambled on and on, strayed from the purpose of
such remarks, hoped to impress someone with their spirituality,
understanding, or speech-making ability, but really only succeeded
in distracting man)- from a satisfying participation in the Simper.
Others, with a few clear spiritual remarks, have sometimes made
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us keenly
came away

aw ire
rroved

of the great truths being remembered, and we
i by the participation.

There are those who tell us that if we do not know how to
pray all nighj: we know nothing about prayer; prayer should be
long and punshing to the flesh. Their standard seems to be thatwe shall be heard for much speaking or at least for taking a long
time to do our speaking to God. Again, preachers may overrate
their preachirg. A few men have made a specialty of the long
sermon, often scolding their audiences for any sign of restlessness.
After all, it is the word of God that is being preached, so wc should
just drink it ia hour after hour. And do we not have the example
of Neh. 8 foi all-day reading and expounding? There are human
limitations, however, so that extended time does not always result
in edification. We have frames of dust, and the Lord is aware
of that fact (Ps. 103:14). Advocates of personal work may be
come so intensely concerned with the importance of their method
that they insi;t we have fewer church meetings and get out knock
ing doors. In some areas Jehovah's Witnesses work particularly
hard on Sunday mornings, when the non-Christian and the half
hearted Christians are at home. One can make a pretty good case
for greater use of personal work on Sundays. Now our point is
this: If we are to satisfy the pray-ers and the preachers and the
more-time-forthe-Supper folks, we are going to spend most of the
day on Sundiys in a very long worship service, and that is going
to prevent almost all personal work on that day. There is a matter
of oalance ir.volved in these things.

The early church "continued stedfastly in the apostles' teach
ing and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers" (Acts
2:42). Of course they met for the breaking of bread, and who
can believe that it was an indifferent, worship-less performance?
But they did not go off the deep end and neglect all else. They
also engaged in other acts of worship. And they engaged in that
which may not be classed under worship in the strictest sense of
the word. 'Fhey must have engaged in prayers which were not
just adoration for our wonderful Lord but which interceded forthe sick, the persecuted, etc. (cf. Acts 12:5ff). Singing was not
just metrical praying but served to teach and admonish one another
(Col. 3:16). Tnere was time for admonition, exhortation, rebuke,
teaching everything Jesus gave for His church (2 Tim. 4:2; Matt.
28:20). We are not necessarily insisting on the somewhat tradi
tional type of service, but there must be some good in the arrange
ment that has resulted from the combined wisdom of so many of
God's people, and we do believe God intended to achieve several
things in having His people assemble regularly.

People who love singing may tend to overemphasize singing.
People who love the word and enjoy good, capable exposition
thereof may overemphasize preaching and teaching. People who
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have spiritual appreciation for the Lord's death and who have
learned to view with awe and quickened understanding the great
work of God in the cross will probably tend to overemphasize
the Lord's Supper. But all of these need to be careful that their
love, appreciation, or attainment does not somehow shut out or
"turn oft' the less spiritual person, the young Christian of less
attainment, the unsaved, and others. We do have to be con
cerned somewhat with what even the unsaved person thinks of
the services (see, for example, 1 Cor. 14:23-25). There are con
cessions, of course, which we cannot make, but in church services
involving many different types of personalities and varying degrees
of spiritual development there must be some attention given to
these differences. It is hardly a spiritual attitude which says, for
example: "I like long prayers, and anyone who does not appreciate
a good long talk with the Lord can just go elsewhere or go fly a
kite!" Let the individual in private pray as long as he likes, but in
public there will be more worship, more participation, more real
benefit for most people in a prayer of more moderate proportions.
Let the individual in private spend as much time as he will in
meditation and appreciation of the Lord's death for our sins, but
a slow, unplanned, drawn out observance of the Lord's Supper
will not necessarily minister good to every worshipper or result
in a higher type of worship to the Lord. These are facts of our
humanity that we have to live with. These infirmities that mar
to some extent our present worship will be removed when we are
with the Lord, but until then we have to live with them. We are
not suggesting that our present worship be reduced to the lowest
common denominator, but we do have to deal with people as they
are and not just as we would like them to be.

The Lord's Supper is a teaching device as well as an act of
worship, much in the same way that the Jewish feasts were teaching
devices as well as acts of worship (Ex. 12:26-27). By it we "pro
claim the Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor. 11:26). Now the
person who needs that proclamation most is the unregenerate man.
So while the unregenerate man should not partake of the Supper,
it is a mistake to shut him off from seeing it observed, whether we
do so by the manner of observance or by having it in a closed
Christian gathering.
Is it wrong to play cards?

We might also ask: Is it wrong to shoot a gun? Is it wrong
to see a movie? It is not necessarily wrong to do any of these
things, but any of these things could be very wrong! Guns may be
used for violence, murder, and all sorts of evil, but we should not
suppose everyone who uses a gun is guilt}' of these misuses. They
may also be used to provide food and survival for mankind.

Movies are not wrong because of the mechanical process in
volved, but they may be wrong because of the material presented.
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Let it be co iceded—yes, even declared and issued as a warning—
that many of die commercially prepared movies are filthy and evil.
But this method could also be used to present spiritual truth. We
need to be accurate just what it is that we protest.

Cards
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a game, an
play cards
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very
non
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As to

possible
weighty or
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cards because
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often associated with the evil of gambling. As
de dee or activity, they stand condemned They are just

amusement, in the simplest sense, however; and one can
without going to the dives, without gambling, or with

out any of the other evils that may be associated in some people's
minds. And amusement in and of itself is not necessarily wrong;
it may be very good.

gambling usage, about the only evil would be theof stumbling to someone. This objection may be
frivial, depending on who is involved, the attitude ofetc. I personally do not especially recommend

of possible criticism, but I am also aware that this
vMiere we must beware of spiritual legislation. Given

of circumstances, almost anything Christians do could
for criticism.

Has
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anyjone ever become a gambler because he knew how toNo doubt. But gambling is possible with almost any
suspects that it takes more than ignorance of how to" cards to keep people from doing that wrong.cf
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Fourth and concluding Article

by Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum
JEWS AND THE END OF THE TRIBULATION

area of this study is to see how the Jews are related
of the Tribulation Period. In order to understand

pening we must keep in mind that during the Tribulationfour groups of Jews.

A. THE FO JR GROUPS OF JEWS
The firs: group discussed in the February issue is the 144,000

Jews. These will be Jewish evangelists saved sometime after the
Rapture, and they will conduct a worldwide revival during the first
half of the Tribulation.

The second group is what we might call Christian Jews. Of
course the 1|44,000 are also Christian Jews; but, due to a lack of a
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better name, thiss term is applied to the second group. Basically,
these are other Jewish people that are going to be saved under the
preaching of the 144,000 but are not part of that number.

The third group is comprised of the apostate Jews. These are
the many who enter the covenant relationship with the Antichrist.
By and large these are the ones that are going to be killed off in
the persecutions of the Jews in the Tribulation Period.

The fourth group is the most important one for understanding
as to how the Jews are related to the end of the Tribulation Period.
The fourth group is called the Faithful Remnant. Essentially these
will comprise one-third of die Jewish people who will go through
the entire Tribulation, unbelievers as far as Christ is concerned,
but also believers as far as Antichrist is concerned. They will try
to remain true to the light they have and will refuse to nave any
thing to do with the covenant with the Antichrist. They are the
non-many. The fact of the Remnant is found in Isaiah 10:20-23:
And it shall come to pass in that clay, that the remnant of Israel, and they
that are escaped of the House of Jacob shall no more lean upon him that
smote them, but shall lean upon Jehovah the Holy One of Israel, in truth.
A remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For
tho thy people Israel, be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them shall
return: a destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness. For a
full end, and that determined, will the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, make in the
midst of all the earth.

Although a decree of destruction is determined upon all the
earth and God intends to make a full end of civilization as we know
it in the Tribulation Period, nevertheless a remnant of Israel will
be preserved throughout the Tribulation that will return to Je
hovah their God.

Isaiah 65:13-16 shows how God divinely protects His remnant
from destruction. He will miraculously provide food and water
for them as He provided for Israel during the forty years of wander
ing in the Sinai peninsula.

It is this faithful remnant that plays the primary role during
the crisis that brings the Tribulation to an end.

B. THE BASIS OF THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
The second important thing to note in understanding how the

Jews are related to the end of the Tribulation is to understand the
basis of the Second Coming of Christ. Beginning next month we
will make a detailed study of what the basis of the Second Coming
of Christ is and under what conditions Christ will return to set up
His Kingdom. But now we will need to touch on it briefly in order
to understand what is happening with the closing of the Tribulation.

A key passage is Hosea 5:15. In all of chapter five God is
doing the speaking and He is still speaking when we come to verse
15=



I will go and return
my face ther

In this
because of an
from His pi
God's place
left Heaven
because of ar
place which i
and not retur|a
fessed.

to my place until they acknowledge their offense, and seek
affliction they shall seek me earnestly.

passage God says He is going back to His own placeoffense committed against Him and He will not return
until this offense is acknowledged or confessed.

Heaven. When did God ever leave Heaven? He
the Incarnation in the person of Jesus Christ. Now

offense committed against Him He went back to His
Heaven, at the Ascension. He will remain in Heaven
to earth until this offense is acknowledged and con-

i.ce
is
st

The next
by the Jewish
Him. As it
offense of Israel
His Messiahsldp
fessed Christ

question is: What is the national offense committed
nation against the person of Jesus? It is not in killing
.hall be shown in die following studies, the national

against Christ is not in killing Him but in rejectingAnd until this offense is acknowledged and con-
will not return.
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assage that deals with the basis of the Second Corn-
is found in Matthew 23:37-39:

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets and stoneth them that are
sent unto her! How often would I have gathered thy children together even
as a hen gather sth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord.

In this chapter Christ is speaking to the Jewish leaders and re
minds diem of how often He would have liked to have gathered
them and established His Kingdom. But they willed it not, and
they rejected His Messianic claims. Because of this Christ says
their house, that is their Temple, will now lie desolate. He con
cludes by telling them that they will not see Him again until they
cry, "Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord"

The point that these passages and others make is that Christ
will not come back to the earth until the Jewish people ask Him
to come back Of course this does not refer to the Rapture, which
has no pre-cc nditions, but of the actual Second Coming of Christ
to the earth to establish the Kingdom. The Tribulation will not
end until Christ returns to the earth, but Christ will not return
to the earth until the Jewish people ask Him to come back. This
is the basis cf the Second Coming of Christ. Future articles will
explain this in more detail.

Earlier a question was raised as to what is the relationship be
tween Satan cnowing his time is short and persecuting the Jews?
Why pick on the Jews because Satan knows his time is short? Now
we have the answer. Satan knows that once Christ returns his
career will be finished. He also understands that Christ will not
come back until die Jews ask Him to come back. If Satan can suc
ceed in destroying all the Jews before tiiey have a chance to ask
Christ to come back, Christ will not come back and Satan will be
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safe. This is why Satan is in an all-out campaign to destroy the
Jews.
C. THE CAMPAIGN OF ARMAGEDDON

In the closing days Satan will organize the campaign of Arma
geddon (Rev. 16:12-16) and the purpose of the Campaign of Arma
geddon is to destroy the remaining Jews still living (Rev. 12:12-13).The means by which Satan will try to destroy all the Jews is by
means of using all the nations during the Armageddon Campaign:
And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will make Jerusalem a burdensome
stone for all the peoples; all that burden themselves with it shall be so wounded:
and all the nations of the earth shall be gathered together against it (Zech.
12:3).
Behold a day of Jehovah cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the midst
of thee. I will gather all nations together against Jerusalem to battle . . .
(Zech. 14:l-2a).

Satan will organize all the Gentile nations for a final onslaught
against die Jewish people, and by this he hopes to destroy themonce and for all.

But Satan will fail. For die Jews will have begun seeking the
Scriptures to see why the troublous times have fallen upon them
and will discover diat it is because of their rejection of the Messiah-
ship of Jesus. They will then confess the great confession of
Isaiah 53:1-9 by which they acknowledge the national offense com
mitted against the person of Christ. Then they will plead for
Messiah to return, and we have graphic description of this plea in
Psalm 79, SO, and Isaiah 64. So at the request of the Jews, Christ
returns and the Tribulation comes to an end.

The Jews are related to die end of the Tribulation by virtue of
the fact that the Tribulation ends with the Second Coming of Christ,
and Christ will not return until the Jewish people ask Him to re
turn. The power of the Second Coming of Christ is very much
in the hands of Israel.
CONCLUSION

Unlike other missions, Jewish missions is not merely evange
listic. The purpose of missions in general is to evangelize and
disciple. But Jewish missions is more so. Not only does Jewish
missions seek to evangelize and disciple, it is also a prophetic min
istry. God is using Jewish evangelism today to fulfill His program
of the future. It must be remembered that people will be saved
in all a^es by faith. "But faith cometh by hearing and hearing by
tJie Word of God. By evangelizing die Jews today (tho many will
reject the Gospel today) after the Rapture many will see by the
events around diem that what has been told them is indeed the
truth and will accept Christ and will begin to preach the Gospel.
So they will become part of the 144,000 Jews. They in turn will
reach out with the Gospel to the Faithful Remnant in the closing
days of the Tribulation. So Jewish missions is very much a pro
phetic ministry.
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only conclusive proof of the love of God is that's episde: "Herein was the love of God manifested
hath sent His only begotten Son into the world that
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved

he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation
(1 Jn. 4:9, 10). Once this has been seen and be
lli all recognize many other proofs and evidences of
we are daily surrounded by the tokens of His good-

Us. Nevertheless by none of them can the love of
Too many questions arise, too many exceptions

contradictions. All things are shrouded in doubt and
cannot penetrate beyond the appearances.eih

A little boy who had been taught to see God's love in the
comforts of home, said when he heard of suffering

orphan children, "God doesn't love them, does He?" Things seemto come and go blindly in this world—always by the reign of in
exorable law, so far as we can see and know, often by apparent
chance and accident. The forces are capricious, and no one knows
what a day will bring. To most of us, unaccountable and bitter
sorrows and misfortunes have come. Under the stress of such
things the heart may be tempted to ask, "Where is the love of
Godr "What was God doing during the great war?" asked an
acrimonious infidel, "counting hairs, I suppose, and watching spar
rows fall?" No. Earthly good and blessing cannot demonstrate the
love of God, although His love is indeed back of it all. Human
life is always a mystery—uncertain, and sometimes tragic. The
child of God indeed has a truer outlook; but it is because he has
learned to kn^w the love of God first on other grounds.
THE PROOFS OF GOD'S LOVE

The only conclusive—the all-comprehensive and final proof of
God's love—is that He gave His only begotten Son for us. That
is the only real assurance that God has really cared, that He has
not been merely experimenting with us. He sent His Son, He gave
Him, He spared Him not, He gave Him up for us all. And that
involved everything else that God could give and do. "He that
spared not hi> only Son, but delivered him up for us all, howshall he not a so with him freely give us all things?" (Rom. 8:32).
Be still, O my soul—God has suffered for us and with us. He has
all along seen and known and cared—cared so much that He gave
His all, the only begotten Son whose home is in the bosom of the
Father. And \t He did that, He does and will do all else. Never
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more can we think that any mere accident could befall His beloved.
His providential care directs every circumstance and makes all
things work togetiicr for their good. Then we can see His loving
hana and purpose in all things, bodi sweet and bitter, and the
proofs of His love are manifest on all sides. But it is because
we have known and have believed that the One who holds all
things in His hands is He who so loved us tiiat He gave His Son
to die for us. That is the final, the perfect proof of God's perfect
love. Every other proof, apart from this, can be called in question;
but once we have understood God's sacrifice of His Son, tiiat
settles the matter of His perfect love for us for evermore. And
once assured of this, our eyes are opened so that thenceforth we
are able to see the love of God everywhere and in all things.
THE WORST HERESY

If by this we know the love of God toward us, and if this is
the one and only way, then the worst of all false teaching would
be that which mars and destroys the truth concerning that dem
onstration of His love. For on that depends our comfort, our hope,
all true service, and our love toward our fellowmen. If, for ex
ample, some one would try to make us believe that Jesus Christwas not deity, of the same Nature and Being with the Father,
such a one would destroy for us the one and only truth through
which the love of God can be known. For if the Son was but a
creature—though the highest of all creatures—then God's redemp
tive plan was only a wise and benevolent scheme, but not that
extreme sacrifice of love with which the Father Himself was
identified.

The suffering and the sacrifice is represented as being God's
suffering and sacrifice. In that the Son suffered, the Father suffered;
and in the sacrifice of the Son, God gave Himself up. The well-
sustained reading of Acts 20:28 is that the church was bought with
the blood of God. Take, for example, such a passage as this:
"The love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which was given unto us." Now follows the description of this love of God: "For while we were yet weak, in due
season Christ died for the ungodly." In that lies the love of God.
Such language is inappropriate unless Christ and God are identified,
and Christ is God's Son, His own, only begotten. Had He been
only a vassal and a creature die vision of supreme Love that gave
its all for us would be gone. But to return to our scripture—
"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; for peradventure
for a good man some one would even dare to die." That is the
limit of human love. No one would so love another as to die for
him, merely because of that odier's uprightness; yet, perhaps, if a
man were good (that is, big-hearted and kind), one might be
found who would love him sufficiendy to die for him. "But God
commendedi his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:5-8). The only impression such
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language can make on us is that God Himself died for us, in the
person of His Son; which is conceivable only in the light of the
Son's intimate relation to and identification with the Father—a
relation essentially different in kind from that of a creature to a
Creator, and which we can know only dimly by analogy as that
which exists between a human father and his own, only beloved
son, in whom' dwells his own life, and who is of his own flesh
and blood.

Such is the peculiar relationship of the Son of God to the
Father. In the beginning He already was, and was with God,
and by nature He was God; dwelling in the Father's bosom, shar
ing His glow "before the world was," "and beloved by Him before
the foundation of the world" (Jn. 1:1-3, 18; 17:5, 24). It was He
who created all things ("all things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that hath been made"—He,
therefore, was! newer made). "For in him were all things created,
in the heavens and upon the earth, things visible and things in
visible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers,
all things have been created through him and unto him" (Col. 1:16).
lie was in the form of God, and, not ambitious to assert His high
place. He at the Father's will (and His love was the same as the
Father's: He and the Father are one) emptied Himself and took
upon Himself the form of a servant, being made in the likenessor men. And being found in fashion as a man He became obedient
unto death, yea, the death of the cross (Phil. 2:5-8). In this lies
the story of Gods love for us.

i"0pa£* tkuvfi I/O* Qod"

Alvin Hobby Livingstone, Zambia February 1, 1976
One of my main jobs for January was work on the reading,

[revising of the Tonga manuscript of Deuteronomy.
During the first week I spent considerable time combining all the
suggestions that had been sent in by different people, to be dealtwith in our team meeting scheduled for the last week of the
month. Then, this past week, from Monday to Friday, Team I
of die Tonga Bible Translation Program met and worked here at
Livingstone; but so many problems and difficulties were encoun
tered that we were able to read, check and revise only fourteen
chapters. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for March
22-26. Meanwhile I already have in hand some work to do on
I and II Samuel.
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The Lester Brittell family who arrived here on December 29
is still looking for a house to live in. Meanwhile we are glad we
are able to provide them limited accomodations in the little rest-
hut at the back of our house.

No doubt you have heard on the news about the declaration
by President Kaunda of a "full state of emergency" in Zambia.
There were various things that caused this to be done, as stated
in the news, but the apparent reasons seem to be the war in Angola
and events that have taken place in the capitol, and we have
not yet seen any results of the declaration.

Perhaps the main way in which this will affect us in the
near future will be in the increased prices of certain things, due
to the economic situation in the country. In 1974 revenue from
copper was about $500,000,000; in 1975 $90,000,000; but in 1976
there will be no revenue at all from the copper industry which
has previously accounted for about 90% of the country's revenue.
This has been caused by the general drop in world industrial ac
tivity which has reduced the demand for copper, and by the
closure of invaluable routes for Zambia's cargo. First, three years
ago, the closure of die border with Rhodesia, and now the war
in Angola has closed the port of Lobito.

Consequentiy, the "transplant of the copper heart" as the
President called it, has started, mainly by increasing income taxes,
import duty and other taxes. The price of gasoline has increased
about 20 %, so that an American gallon now costs about $1.80 to
$1.90. The price of diesel fuel has also increased about 25%.
Car licenses, income tax, and cost of food and clothing will also
be increased.

We think that President Kaunda is a very good man and
that he is going to try his best to do what is right; and we can
only pray that at least some of the problems can be solved in the
near future.
D o l l i e G a r r e t t S a l i s b u r y , R h o d e s i a F e b r u a r y 8 , 1 9 7 6

We are so thankful to all those who arc concerned, who are
praying, also giving of their means, which helps keep the Children's
Home here in Arcadia going. It has been eight years since the
Home opened to take in homeless children. All except four have
been with us since the beginning. Last year we took in anotiier
girl, nine years old, very small for her age; we now have nine girls
and ten boys. All the other children are in their teens, 5 of them
17. Our oldest girl turned 17 in January; she is in her last year of
high school. She is thinking of taking nurses' training. Two of
our boys finished high school this past December. They have been
looking for jobs. Francis found a job and worked only two weeks;
then was laid off with a lot of otiier workers. The firm could not
keep so many workers due to the fact that enough orders had not
come in, and materials. Those two weeks Francis was able to
teach one of the workers the Gospel, as he knew nothing, except
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adopted aunt, and as yet has not found a job. Pray
youijig folk that they will remain faithful to the Lord.

We are : still allowed to continue our Scripture teaching in
the schools, rhree primary and one high school for the Colored
people. I have the girls on Friday, also a class at 9 a.m. each
Tuesday and Thursday in a new primary school in a new suburb
called Sunnin* Dale (because there are no trees), not too far
from Arcadia. I also have a class of women and girls Sunday
morning at 9 a.m., then Monday evening a Bible study with the
women of the church. Just recently one of our young married
sisters has asked if she could come for more Bible study in the
forenoons as sie is not always able to attend the Monday evening
class, as she has two babies to care for, and many times her hus
band has to work late. She is a very zealous worker for the Lord
and has a great desire to grow in the knowledge of our Lord. Her
husband is on? of our promising young men in the Arcadia con
gregation.
R o b e r t G a r r e t t S a l i s b u r y , R h o d e s i a F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 9 7 6

We were blessed with a visit from Bro. Bob Morrow for almost
four weeks during November and December. We gave him a
good taste of die mission work by taking him around to as many
of the different congregations as possible to preach and teach. He
also willingly li elped in part of the construction work on the Mufa-
kose church building. His last week here he held a Gospel meet
ing at the Arcadia church which was well attended. He was
able to meet and talk with a good number of brethren of several
congregations and get a fairly good understanding of the work,
its problems and prospects. He was well received everywhere
and all of our brethren really appreciated his visit and the en
couragement ar d exhortation he gave. During the Arcadia meetingthree came forward to accept Christ. At Raffingora during Bro.
Morrow's visit twelve came forward to accept Christ.

We have gone as far as we can with the Mufakose church
building with kinds on hand. The internal plastering, plumbing,
electrical wiring, painting, flooring and benches cannot be done
until more funis come in. The men of the Salisbury churches
have done a lot of the work themselves or we could not have
accomplished nearly so much. As far as labor costs are concerned,we had to hire bricklayers for foundations and walls but every
thing else so far has been done by volunteer labor, includingerection and laying of the roof. We must hire a plumber for
the plumbing bjecause the City requires that work to be done by
a licensed plurnber. The brethren have worked hard to do what
they can. We ask your prayers that the Lord will enable us to
soon complete Ihe work.r ~ 8 5



SUCCESS
Asa Baber

When God chose Joshua to lead the children of Israel into
the promised land, He gave him his instructions as follow: "Only
be strong and very courageous, to observe to do according to all
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from
it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whither
soever thou goest" (Joshua 1:7).

The joy of worthwhile accomplishment is the joy of living,
so real success is based upon a faith in God and Jesus Christ.
Meditate upon His word, and be strong and courageous; not afraid,
not dismayed, for God promises to be with you. The fundamental
issue of Kfe is the value system that leads to an understanding
of how we may fit into this world; the evaluation of purpose is
important whether it is a nation, institution or an individual. Thechurch is a dominant power in the world but is being challenged
by people who distrust our motives. What made the church so
great? It was a belief in the individual and his worth. We need
a resurgence of these values today. When we choose between
what a person is and what his potential is, we can make plans
for the future. We are called on today to make very clear that
we have concern for mankind all over the world; if we have
this concern, we will learn all that can be learned in order for us
to help bring about peace, freedom, justice and equality among
all people.

We must realize that knowledge is essential and obtainable
and can be transmitted to others. And the things that thou hast
heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2).
We need to accept people in their infinite worth, in their capacity
to learn, in their ability to discipline themselves and in their
creative ability, and encourage them to do their best at whatever
they are engaged in. In order to bring these values to the peoplewe must be able to discipline ourselves physically, mentally and
spiritually.

Prayers Can't Be Answered Unless They Are Prayed!
Life without purpose is barren indeed—
There can't be a harvest unless you plant seed,
liiere can't be attainment unless there's a goal,
And man's but a robot unless there's a soul.
If we send no ships out, no ships will come in,
And unless there's a contest, nobody can win . . .
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For games can't be won unless they are played,
And prayers can't be answered unless they are prayed.
So whateve- is wrong with your fife today,
You'll find i solution if you kneel down and pray,
Not just for pleasure, enjoyment and health,
Not just for honors and prestige and wealth—
But pray for a purpose to make fife worth living,
And pray f:>r the joy of unselfish giving,
For great is your gladness and rich your reward
When you make your life's purpose the choice of the Lord.

—Helen Steiner Rice

WHERE SHOULD THE CHRISTIAN GIVE HIS MONEY?

How much should
Where should
What reward

J. B. Marchbanks
the Christian give? When should he give?

he give? Is the local Church Gods storehouse?
ioes giving bring?

These questions, which concern every believer, are answered in
the Word of God. For the Word has much to say to the Chris
tian on the subject of giving. Not that our giving has anything
to do with our salvation. Nevertheless, our attitude toward it af
ter we are savsd is a test of our love and sincerity. Speaking of
giving, Paul says: "I speak not by commandment, but by occasion
of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your
love" (2 Cor. 8:8).

If the believer has wholly surrendered his life to the Lord,
he will have no difficulty about giving. The Macedonian believers
"first gave thei- own selves to the Lord" (2 Cor. 8:5). Then, "to
their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were
willing of themselves" (2 Cor. 8:3), in the matter of giving.

How much of our money ought we to give to the Lord? Here,
as in all our study of the Word of God, we must remember God's
own threefold division of the human race, given in 1 Corinthians
10:32. "The Jaws, ...the Gentiles, ...the Church of God." The
Jews, the first mentioned class, are the descendants of Abraham.
All the other nations of the world are the Gentiles, the second
mentioned class Then there is the Church of God, which is com
posed of all who believe on Christ as Saviour in this present age.
In it "there is neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile),...for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). The Bible speaks of all these
three divisions of the human family, and it speaks to all of them.

To the Gentiles, God has never given any instructions about
giving, for the Gentiles, as a class, have never known God. To
the Jews, with whom God dealt in Old Testament times, and with
whom He will ileal again in the future, He gave specific instruc
tions. They were commanded to tithe. A representative com-r 8 7



mand of God to them is found in Leviticus 27:30-32: "And all
the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the friut
of the tree...the tithe of the herd, or of the flock...the tenth shall
be holy unto the Lord."

To the Church which began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2),
and serves until her Lord comes in the air ( 1 Thes. 4), God
has also given clear instructions about giving. This teaching is
found in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, and related passages. Here we
notice that Christian giving is not commanded us; rather it must
be voluntary, out of a willing heart. "Not grudgingly, or of neces
sity: for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7).

The above verse (2 Cor. 9:7) shows us that God does not set
any certain amount for us to give, but leaves this to each individual
believer: "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give." However, the Word tells us elsewhere that we are to
give in proportion to our income: "Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him"
(1 Cor. 16:2). So while we are taught to give proportionately, the
amount is left to us.

Tithing is not taught to the Church. There are only four refer
ences to tithing in the New Testament. The first three of these,
Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42 and 18:12, clearly have reference to
the Pharisees who lived under the Law, before the Church began.
The other reference, Hebrews 7:4-10, teaches the superiority of Mel-
chisedek's priesthood over Levi's, and has no connection with Chris
tian giving.

But surely we Church believers, blessed with all the bounty
of God's grace, ought not to give less than Israel was commanded
to give. But whatever the amount of our giving, "if there be first
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not
according to that a man hath not" (2 Cor. 8:12). God not only
considers what we give but what we keep as well, and we are re
sponsible to Him for it all. He tells us, too, that "he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 Cor. 9:6).

What is the reaping referred to in the verse above? Does God
promise a reward for faithful giving? Some say that God has prom
ised material prosperity as a reward for giving, and cite Malachi
3:10 as proof: "Bring ye all the tithes into die storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to
receive it." But Malachi 3:10 has nothing to do with our giving in
the Church Age. It is God's word to Israel, as the first verse of
tie book clearly shows. Malachi speaks of a literal storehouse,
a warehouse, into which Israel brought tithes of food for the use of
the priests and Levites.
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There is no storehouse in the New Testament. The words,
"lay by him in store" in 1 Corinthians 16:2 have nothing to do with
a storehouse. They mean rather that the Christian is to set apart
a portion of lis income each week, to be given to the Lord's work
as the need arises. J. N. Darby's translation of this verse is: "On
the first day of the week let each of you put by at home, laying up
in whatever degree he may have prospered, that there may be no
collections when I come." This verse shows us also that every be
liever, "each df you," is to give, and that we are to lay aside the
Lord's portion every Lord's Day, "on the first day of the week."

What reward then does God promise to faithful givers? We
find the answer in 2 Corinthians 9, verses 8 and 10: "And God is able
to make all gnace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: . . .(Now
He that ministereth seed to the sower doth minister bread for your
food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of youi
righteousness.)'! Here God promises, to the faithful giver, "bread
for your food," that is, He will supply our needs. He promises "to
multiply your sjeed sown." We take this to refer to die "incorrupt
ible" seed, "the
God will give
the Word. He

Thieousness.

Word of God" (1 Pet. 1:23),, and it indicates that
the faithful giver added opportunities for sowing
promises also to "increase the fruits of your right-
shows that cheerful and faithful giving will en

rich our spiritual fives now, but it also looks forward to the future.
The faithful giver is laying up fruit in Heaven, to be received in

reward at the judgment seat of Christ, when the Lord comes. Then
we shall be rewarded, not only for our giving, but for all that we have
done for our Lord.

Now, where are we to give our money? There is absolutely
no Scripture wlich teaches that the local church is God's store
house, and that we are to put all our money into it. To be sure,
a local church which is true to God's Word deserves the support of
God's people. But the Lord, alone, through the Holy Spirit and the
Word, can lead each individual believer as to how to give his money.

We are Hvini; in the end of the Church Age, when the professing
church as a whols has departed from God and His Word. We must
remember this, a ad be careful to give our money where it will be
used to get out lie Word of God in its purity. For our responsi
bility does not € nd when we give our money, we need to know
how it is being used after we give it.

Where then, does the Word tell us to give? "And I say unto you,
Make to yourseh es friends by means or the mammon of unright
eousness; that when it shall fail, they may receive you into the

(Luke 16:9, ASV). That is, give your money
sea to lead souls to Christ, that these souls may
ry. Also, we are to look out for God's children,
to the necessity of saints" (Rom. 12:13). And
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we are to share with God's servants who preach the Word: "Let him
that is taught in the Word communicate unto Him that teacheth in
all good things" (Gal. 6:6).

In every case, we are to give where there is a definite need,
for God is not interested in tying up money in elaborate buildings
or big bank accounts, when millions are starving for the Gospel.
And we are to watch for these needs, and seize the opportunities.

"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7).
"It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).

—In Together

Stoning Awaits You
A lady came, with an impressive countenance, to her pastor

and informed him that she could no longer keep as sacred the Lord's
day, or the first day of the week. She had been reading a Seventh
Day Adventist book and had become thoroughly convinced that
it was her duty to observe Saturday. He listened to her dissertation,
and then quietly asked: "Did you have coffee in your house last
Saturday?"

"Yes," she replied.
"Did you have fire to make the coffee?"
"Of course, I had," she answered.
"Then," the pastor solemnly replied, "stoning awaits you. Pre

pare to die. God hath said: "Six days shall work be done, but onthe seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of
rest to the Lord: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to
death. Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon
the sabbath day" (Ex. 35:2,3).

The lady seemed a little surprised at this, for she had evi
dently not read it in her Seventh Day Adventist book, and then
said: "But we must have fire when it is cold."

"Not at all," he responded; "the Law knows nothing of cold
or heat. It says, 'Do and live; fail, and die.' A man once gathered
some sticks on the sabbath day, presumably to kindle a fire, and he
was put in ward, until it could be ascertained what must be done
with him; and the Lord said unto Moses: The man shall surely
be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones
without the camp.' Prepare then to go without the camp, and re
ceive the stoning due to your sin."

"But," she exclaimed with some excitement, "God has said,
Remember the seventh day, to keep it holy!"

"I beg your pardon," answered the pastor, "God has said,
Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. It is true He 'rested the
seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallow
ed it.' However, you know that another reason was given for its
observance, when the Law was repeated forty years later, and
that reason is redemption (Deut. 5:15). Moreover, the Law dis-
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tinctly provided for a sabbath on the first day and on the eighth
day, which wis the first day of the week following (Lev. 23:39.)
So, if you prefer to give up the first day and go back to the seventh,
you must be stoned, for the same God who said: 'Remember the
sabbath day, vp keep it holy/ also said: 'Ye shall kindle no fire
in your habitations on the sabbath day/ and, 'Cursed is every one
that continuetri not in all things which are written in the book
of the Law to do them' (Gal. 3:10). How can you escape the
curse?

"Do you not see," he added, "that it is impossible to tell men
which is the seventh day, dating from creation? The division of
the week into days is a purely arbitrary and human arrangement,
and no one in the world knows when the original seventh day
approaches. Not only so, but there are Christians living toward
the poles of the earth, upon whom the sun shines for nearly twenty-
four hours at one season of the year and is under the horizon for
nearly twenty-folir hours at another season; and day in the United
States is midnight in China. How, then are the people of God
to observe the lame seventh day at the same time? If you say
the principle requires that one day in seven should be set apart for
the special service and worship of the Almighty, this is granted,
but this is precisely the principle claimed by those who observe
the first day.

"Besides," the pastor continued, "our Lord deliberately set aside
the sabbath, so far as it was a seal of the covenant made with
Israel (Ezek. 22:12), when Israel rejected His grace; and this He
Hid on the ground that the Son of man is Lord even of the sab-
■<-**» ,rnv (Matt. 12:1-8), showing its adaptability *x> new necessities

- I r W W i n c r ^ • • • . ? \ < U . . . . ~ J ~ S . "



"But were they not bound to observe the Jewish sabbath, or
seventh day, also?'

"No, they were not, as expressly asserted by the apostle: 'Let
no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of
an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath day (Col. 2:16).
There is no allusion here to the Lord's day, for this, as already
has been said, was never called in question. They were not
under the slightest obligation to keep the Jewish sabbath, which
was a shadow. They might observe it, if they chose, provided they
regarded it unto the Lord (Rom. 14:5); but the true day was the
Lord's day, which rose so high above the old that 'even that
which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason
of the glory that excelleth' (2 Cor. 3:10) in the anticipation of
which the Psalmist exclaimed: This is the day which the Lord
hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it'" (Psa. 18:24).

The inquisitor was silent for a moment and then remarked:
"There is more to be said in favor of the first day than I had sup
posed."

"Yes, my friend," her pastor replied, "there is much more to
be said for it than you have heard, and you may well consider
what sense there is in all this disturbance caused by the books and
pamphlets and tracts of these Seventh Day Adventists, and what
possible gain and good they hope to reach. They may, if they will,
stand under Sinai, with its thunders, and lightnings, and blackness,
and darkness, and tempest, but as for me, give me Mount Zion
bathed in the soft sliining of infinite love."

The lady went her way and, as nothing more has been heard
from her on seventh day observance, it is to be hoped tita
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Institutions or Churches?
Abel Andres

We live in k day of initials: UN, NATO, UNESCO, EEC, OAS,
etc. They represent national, international, official, semi-official and
private organizations. People seem to think that all our problems
can be solved ^hrough the creation of new organizations or com
mittees.

Something similar seems to be happening in Christian circles.
One of the characteristics of our time is proliferation of institutions,
circles, committees, crusades—Youth for Christ, Campus Crusades,
C.B.M.C, Inter Varsity Fellowship, etc. We do not doubt that
these organizations are being managed by Christian people with
sacrifice and effort. We do not question their good and plausible
goals. Neither do we doubt the doctrinal basis they sustain.

But is this plethora of institutions in accordance with the Scrip
tures? Are they envisioned in the instructions contained in the
Bible? We wonder.

On the other hand, when we speak of the church or the churches,
we know for sure that we are on firm ground. Christ Himself said,
"1 will build Mi church," and the teachings of the Acts and the
Epistles leave us in no doubt on the formation, life, functioning,
government, etc. of the local churches.

But the question is: are the churches of our times functioning
in accordance wi:h New Testament teaching? Are they fulfilling
their mission by
a) evangelizing children, youth, men, women, students, engineers,

businessmen, etc.
b) . edifying Christ's body and meeting all the needs of their mem

bers—spiritual] intellectual, recreational.
If the answer is in the affirmative, then what is the need for

the organizations, institutions, circles and committees?
If the reply is in the negative, then we are facing a serious

problem: the abnormality of churches that say they are following
the Bible's teachings, but in practice are not fulfilling their mission.

If this is the pase, what then is the solution? Institutions to
cover the deficiencies of the churches and to do what the churches
are not doing? Would not the medicine be worse than the disease—
because the personnel necessary to man the institutions must be
taken from the churches, further weakening them?

Has not the time come to reverse this tendency? Rather than
create organizations! should we not use all the available talent to
promote the activity, life and wellbeing of each local church? On
the human side it is much easier, and perhaps more appealing, to
form and run an organization rather than to utilize a God-given
talent humbly and in dependence on the Lord within the normal
and more anonymous life of a church.
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The organization is more attractive, has established levels of
authority, follows business-like lines, and usually has good financial
resources. On the other hand, churches are usually poorly organ
ized and do litde planning. Which church plans with due anticipa
tion all the activities for the year—evangelistic campaigns, camps,
youth activities, assistance to the poor, missionary cooperation, wo
men's work—utilizing and distributing all the available talent and
endeavoring to develop those talents that the church lacks? What
church takes into consideration and ministers to all the needs of its
community—its children, students, businessmen, hospitals, jails, etc.?

Nevertheless, plainly the Scriptural emphasis is on churches,
not on religious organizations, no matter how worthy. Rather than
innovate and by-pass our God-given pattern, let us strengthen the
churches—that from them may sound out the Word of truth to the
blessing of men at home and abroad. —In Missions

The Sins of Geography
By O. L. Bayless

The bus load of preachers, on a preaching mission to the Bahama
Islands, were passing a beautiful golf course near the British Colonial
hotel. Our host and driver, an Assembly of God pastor, gave us
a most interesting observation in answer to our question—"Brother
Davis, our feet are itching to get out there—do you get to play much
golf?" He said, "It is amusing the conception of sin people have,
based on where they live. When I was a pastor in the states it
was all right for me to play golf or bowl, but mixed swimming and
theater going was out of the question. Over here it is just the re
verse. It is O.K. to engage in mixed bathing and go to the theater,
but the worst sin I can commit is to play golf or bowl."

We have found the preacher's observation to be so true. Church
es on the coast accept mixed swimming and it is part of normal
church recreation activities, but not so with inland churches. In
our preaching we ought to deal with the "sin" problem, seeking to
win people to Christ as Savior, Lord and Master, knowing that
such an experience would take care of the question of "sins." A
catalog of the "do's and don'ts" for a church member can become
as voluminous as the laws of the Pharisees if you add them all
together, since there is a different list depending on who is writing
or speaking and the geographical halo he wears.

The basic Christian life is set forth by Jesus: ". .Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment" (Matt. 22:
37-38). This done we will throw our "halos" away and throw our
selves into the front line of the Great Commission—making disciples
and teaching them what Jesus said and not what we think.

—Adapted from Baptist Message
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NEWS and NOTES
'They* rehearsed alf that God had done with them,. . .' -J

Tell City, Ind. This is to let you
know that the Lord has graciously
supplied the funds to purchase a
washer and d ryer fo r Wood land
Camp. A Maytag washer and Ken-
more dryer have been bought and the
money left in the fund will be used
for needed things at die camp. We
praise the Lord for supplying the
money. We never [expected to have
enough so quickly. 1

Our appreciation 1 goes to each
church group and '. individual who
contributed. We 'certainly bel ieve
that this is another; instance where
faith of God's people -stepped out and
the Lord abundantly; supplied.

—Submitted byi Sandra Naugle

Iroquois Church, Louisvi l le. Bro.
and Sis. Theodore Plouk, Bro. and
Sis. Charles Houk, and Bro. and Sis.
Ralph Slimick have transferred mem
bership to Iroquois after faithful at
tendance there for three months.
They take an active interest in the
work.

Correspondence Missionaries
World Bible School started by Bro.

Jimmy Lovell, Calif., is asking for
teachers to win foreign' students via
the postal system. They are English
speaking students, manv of them in
Nigeria, where also is Bro. R. B.
Boyd's latest radio broadcast connec
tions.

Ilighview Church, Louisville. "The
Hiding Place" will be shown in Lou
isville from March 17-2.3 at the Alpha
Theaters. Discount coupons for SI.75
may be obtained from Bro. or Sis.
Sohreiner. (Linda Allen, at Portland,
has them also.) They must be ob
tained in advance to be had at that
p r i c e . 1

Youth Seminar is to be March 19-
21.
Westside Church, Ft. Lauderdale.

The brethren at Westside are dis
cussing the feasibility of operating a
Christian School at Westside for next

Highland Church. Louisvi l le. Or
dination of elders Feb. 8 was wit-
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nessed by a number of visitors in
addition to the congregation. They
were appreciated and so was the fine
spiritual service conducted bv Bros.
C. V. Wilson and Robert Heid. Two
confessed Christ and were buried with
Him in baptism on Feb. 8.

Portland Avenue Church, Louisville.
Brothers Chester Lallue and Cecil
Thompson have been investigating
and administering to needy families.
They oversee a small sum of money
and determine its use to the glory
of God, and the help of die needy.

Bro. Jim Stout has planned some
dates, places and events that should
interest the young people in activities
with other young people.

Portland Christian School has or
dered 100 new song books for our
congregation in appreciation of their
use of our books through the years.

Also S. S. class No. 11, under the
direction of Sis. MonaBelle Campbell
IS receiving donations for the pur
chase of additional books to fill out
the requirements for our congregation.

Growing Pains! Need for additional
class rooms was discussed in the re
cent quarterly meeting of the P.C.S.
board of directors. Bro. Sinallwood
has requested that congregations co
operating in P.C.S. appoint represen
tatives to explore and develop means
to expand our facilities. Paul Addams
has been appointed to represent Port
land. Pray for the direction of God.

Virginia Boll Griffith has been in
the Louisville area recently, visiting
her sick mother, Sis. R. H. Boll at
Maple Manor Christian Home, Sellers-
burg. Sis. Boll passed awav Feb. 21
at 7:30 p.m. Her funeral was held
Tuesdav at 10:00 a.m., conducted by
Bro. C. V. Wilson and Bro. Robert
Heid.
Sellersburg Church, Ind. Bro. Dale

Ofl'utt is thankful for the cooperation
of his fellow-workers: Ron Hickman
for his good direction of activities for
the young people; Bro. Frank Hutch
inson for teaching the adult Bible
class when Bro. Dak- was absent at
a funeral; for the whole congrega-



tion's spirit of willingness to share in
their common purpose and goal to
build up the local congregation for
the glory of God. Also to be com
mended are those young people who
stacked the firewood and Bro. Earl
Prather for extra effort to maintain
the buildings and grounds in good
condition.
Henryville, Ind. (Bulletin) Brother
Dewey E. Coates was called to be
with the Lord in his 78th year on
Feb. 11, 1976. He was one of our
most faithful members. He will be
greatly missed.

For some weeks the names of Cody
Embry and Charles Weber have been
presented to the congregation here
for the deaconship. They are to be
appointed today. We hope all of
you will join us in this solemn and
sacred service. Let us pray with
them and work with them for the
glory of our Lord and the good of
the work in this place.
Rangeland Church of Christ, Lou. Ky.

Two came forward Feb. 8, one for
forgiveness and the other wanting acloser walk with God. Attendance
is encouraging. There were 120 for
the morning worship and 115 for
Sunday school.

The January financial report on
"Wordss of Life" was encouraging.
Six new stations are on the air in
Nigeria. One writer gave thanks
for the "Spirit elevating broadcast"
and asked that the program still "be
on the air till Christ comes in the
air!" Opportunities keep opening up
for expansion.
Cramer and Hanover, Lexington, Ky.

The young people are beginning
to study the book of Revelation on
Sundays at 5:30 p.m. Interest is in
creased in the second coming of the
Lord. From this and other church
bulletins it is good to see a growing
interest in the word of God in young
people. Congratulations to youth di
rectors who endeavor to promote a
love of the truth in their respective
groups as well as a love of the Incarnate Word, the Lord Jesus.

Sister Rutherford will open her
home for the ladies who would like
to meet for prayer, Feb. 24 at 10:00
a.m. At 7 p.m. Fannie Medley's
home will be open for those ladies
who are not able to attend the morn

ing meeting, but would like to meet
for prayer.

These meetings are typical of many
throughout the churches, for prayer,
study of the word and/or sewing for
missionaries or other good works-
visiting sick, etc.
Glenmora, Louisiana Church of Christ

From March 8-14 Bro. Kitzmiller
is to hold a meeting at the Pine
Prairie church of Christ. Following
the morning service on the 14th will
be a basket dinner.

April 11-16 will be our revival
meeting with Bro. Glen Baber of
Louisville, Kentucky speaking. Bro.
Baber ds minister of the Ormsby Ave.
church of Christ and 6th grade teach
er in Portland Christian School.

Plans are for every third Friday
night of the month having a youth
meeting, consisting of young mar-
rieds and older teens. There is a
need for someone to lead in hav
ing the younger young people on a
monthly basis. Is there a volunteer?
The main thing in our activities is
not to leave God out. He must be
first!

—Bob Morrow
Louisville, Ky: We enjoyed the lastWord and Work, with four articles
touching on the Federal Government
trying to take over the rearing of
our children! -C. T. Clay
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A GOOD ONE-VOLUME COMMENTARY

by John S. May
"A most worthy commentary and deserves the highest commendation. I com

mend it for the plain, lucid comments on what the New Testament teaches in God's
sight on Baptism, the Lord's Supper, the Worship in song, the Holy Spirit, the Throne
of David, the Thousand Years \ Reign of Christ, Christ's eternal reign in glory, the
Church which is His Body and'our present position with Him in His humiliation and
service with Christ in the kingdom of the Son of His Love.

"Brother May is a racy writer and before reading the preface in his commentary
I thought of how much his style and diction resembles that of brother R. H. Boll,
the prince of writers. Then upon reading the Preface wherein he acknowledges the
influence of R. H. Boll and that other great man R. C. Bell my conviction was
confirmed.

"I commend this book as a most splendid commentary." -H. N. Rutherford
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