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W.R.H. 

THOSE POOR READERS 
One of Panl's finn! admonitions to Timothy reads: "Till I 

come, give heed to rending! to exhortnlion, to teaching." Perhaps 
his word to Hobert JTdd, il I were blessed with his ndvico today, 
would be the same. And not to me only, is this word addressed, 
hut to the many, young and old, rich or poo1·, weak or strong, that 
hnve been blessed witll ample education to enable them to oo so. 
School libraries, ministers' libraries, and libraries in homes have 
grown (if only slightly,) in much greater proportion than the aver
age amount the books nrc read. We have in Louisville the library 
of the late Bro. R. H. Boll. It is shelved and displayed, catalogued, 
and in n neat qu iet room amply hca·tcd and liglltcd; but thoro is 
little demand to enter, and only token interest, even in the Portland 
area. 

WHAT ll EADJNC ) fATERIAL DO YOU LTKF.? 

lkading is something akin to eating. Some of the things that 
we like, arc not good for us, while other things that we are needing, 
we refuse to haYc. So with hooks. Some of the titles thnt cntel1 
my eye arc not aimed for my edification; in fact they mny so fill 
my thoughts that mcclitation is stilled. Other hooks that have a real 
message are often drab in title and jacket, if not also in literary 
style. Today writing has become quite compotitive, with each 
author vying for the brief attention span of tllC casual render who 
delights to be tickled or entertained, rather than have his soul's 
needs met. Am I a lone in saying that I have to make myself read 
some things thnt I know nre good while I have difficulty turning 
aside from worthless chan·? From tl1e lisl of hooks that have become 
"b~~st sellers" I think that many other people have my propensity 
in this. 

HOW llEADF.ST THOU? 

The word for "reading'' in the verse mentioned above, menns 
"to gather exact knowledge of, recognize, discern." This would sup
ply Timo!hy with the understanding and discernment he wo~tltl need 
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to exhort and teach, for without a continuous taking-in, he would 
soon be trying to fe<'d the flock from an Pmpty crib. The word 
used here does not indudc reading for pastime or light entertain
ment, as one n•ado; the newspaper or t•wn Readers Digest. Paul, in 
his second letter, asked Timothy to bring to him the "hooks, es
pecially the p:ttchments." Perhafs the latter were scribe-copies of 
the scriptures, g!ving them specia worth in Paul's appraisal. These, 
doubtless, with other books that Paul had accumulated, were to he 
his daily bread while in chains. 

WE GROW MENTALLY 

Many of the young people in our public schools are found to 
be reading at a third-grade level. This is so unfortunate! Reme
dial reading classes arc being set up in many schools to alleviate 
this situation, for if a child does not read well, his higher education 
becomes impossible for him to achieve. But we wonder if many 
of the parents are doing even less with their reading, not because 
they cannot read but because they will not. Radio has for a long 
time competed, and now that TV has moved in the use of our Ji. 
braries has been reduced to a trickle. I remember when the Port
land brance of Louisville Free Public Librarv used to he crowde1 1. 
Now it is closed much of the time. Even ;ecords and ear-phones 
being installed were not able to reverse the trend, for people have 
become too lazy to read. 
YOU MAKE THE CHOICE 

Formerly we mailed out the Word ancl Work in an envelope, 
in order for it to arrive in better condition. 'When inflation hit, we 
found it economical to change, sending them out unwrapped. But 
this was not a bad development, for now at least they are open to 
view. We heard that many issues had been lying around unopcncrl 
in some homes. Now we know that at least the out~ide covers will 
he scl'n, and we tmst the titles will stir your interest. We, too, arc 
competing for your brief rending time. So, we try to make our 
pages worthy of your time by honestly dealing with much of God's 
word, in a manner that will possibly hold your attention. However, 
we are not aiming to compete with your Bible, but rather to en
courage more use of it, searching to see if these things be true. God's 
word is the fountain head of all worthwhile reading. Anything 
that men may write, at its best, is only a reflection of some of the 
divhH~ wisdom of God. 

When you pick up something to read, or when you have an 
hour to peruse your lilirary, the cnoicc is up to you. An old book
mark hore this inscription: "Choose your books as you choose your 
friends." What choict•s do you find yourself making? 

"When you cnn't prnisc God for whnt He nllows, prnise Him for Who He is." 
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Carl Kiltlllillcr i~ n mini~trr nf tlw Cluardt of Clari't in Oakdnlc, La. ,-----, 

Carl Kitzmiller 

Arc cli~t\S t crs in nnturnl C\'Cnts n form of Cod's judgment on people? If nil 
t hing~ wurk together for good to the Christian, why is ho not spnrcd such things? 

Yes, there is no doubt that God sometimes uses the forces of 
nature to bring judgment. Creat droughts, ns well as insect p lagues, .J 
pestilences, etc., arc mentioned in the O.T. as judgment. I n nll 
likelihood, the desh·uction of Sodom and Gomorrnh would have been 
described as a natural disaster if our modern news gatherers had 
reported it. Even the flood of 'oah's day was a great unusual 
"nah1rnl" disaster. 

But we must not reach the conclusion that everyone who suffers 
loss in such a disaster is marked as an exceeding great sinner, or 
that a Chrislinn who suiTors must somehow have some secret sin 
for which he is being judgrd. God does not always spare His 
people at such times or miraculously deliver them. It seems evi
cl<'nt that the storms, floods, droughts and such like are all a part 
of the curse of sin on thr world, and when the curse is removed 
these things wiiJ pass away. However, while this age runs its course 
there arc a number of ways in which we are identified with the in
firmity l11at belongs to this life. For the Christian death is a de
feated enemy, hut even Ch ristians suffer the loss of loved ones, ancl 
until thr return of Christ must pass that way themselves. Tn some 
respects, as people who nrc "in the world," we share some common 
c·xpericnces. This shou ld not be in terprc·ted to mean that God is 
unmindfu l of us or is not overruli ng for our good. 

Even with our limited human wisdom, we can see that if Chris
tians were remarkably singled out and exempted from all the com
mon experiences of mankind, there would bC' a tend<•ncy to serve 
the Lord for ulterior motives. In other words, such a course would 
not be for our good in tho long run. Tho devi l, when he accused 
Job of serving the Lord for what he received of Him (Job 1:9-10), 
was not far wrong in his cstimatr of the frailty of man. That was 
not the reason Job served the Lord, but he wns nn exceplionn l man. 

God is overruling in Christian livrs, and we have no way of 
knowing how often ITe has actively intervened on our behalf. This 
i-; the kind of thing Ti c can do wi thout even the Christian being fully 
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aware of it. His providential care is no myth. But this does not 
mean that exemption from trouble is always the best thing for us. 
We, too, need to be reminded that present things are corruptible 
and destructible, and we must not have our hearts set too much 
on them. The person who tries to discern God's love or judgment 
solely on the basis of what happens in this life will normally be 
very wrong. We are never promised that our Christian lives will 
be spared all sickness, all disaster, all harm from natural causes, 
etc. There need be no doubt that God can spare us when that is 
desirable according to His ptuposes, but He is not bound to such a 
course. We make a serious mistake when we suppose such exemption 
is always best. 

I know of a town in which a tornado destroyed all the church 
buildings except one. Some of the members of the church whose 
building was spared tended to regard this as evidence they were 
thereby shown to be approved of God and the others as disapproved. 
I have often wondered what conclusions they would have reached if 
the situation had been reversed and only their building was de
stroyed. Although He spoke of other than natural disasters, Jesus 
indicated that tragic events do not of themselves mark those who 
suffer as being worse sinners than others (Lk. 13:1-4). 

What should our attitude toward sectarian people be? 

I am not sure that there is any simple answer to such n question, 
and the best I can do here will be incomplete. Some sectarian 
people arc following the light they have about as well as the average 
non-sectarian." This is not to say many of these could not have 

bad much more light or that they are not accountable, only that they 
are spiritually rather unlearned in some areas of life. They need 
more light and they fa11 far short of the ideal, but we can be glad 
for their love of the Lord and their acceptance of some Christian 
truths. Generally, we ought to count this as a foundation on which 
to build rather than these as enemies to be destroyed. Others may 
be far less teachable and so thoroughly sectarian that there is little 
opportunity of changing their views. Some are so thoroughly im
mersed in false teaching and so militantly opposed to the truth that 
it may be necessary to oppose their efforts and expose their errors. 

I find two major errors to be prevalent toward peoples of the 
various religious faiths. One is that of an almost total fack of dis
cernment. lt is more or less assumed thut nil groups are just about 
the same except for minor differences, that it does not matter much 
so long as one is "something" religiously, and that anything sin
cerely IoJlowed will be acceptable. These are often so undiscerning 
as to Bible truth that if they are cast witl1 a Bible-believing people 
it is largely the result of chance. A preacher or teacher miglit pre
sent that which is almost totally contrary to what they are supposed 
to believe without their being aware of it. 
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God has given us a Bible to be believed and followed, and we 
must never become careless or indifferent to what it reveal:;. Be
cause one can recognize sincere effort on the part of a people or 
can appreciate the tmth they do hold docs not mean he should a
bandon a fuller understanding or a better position. Personally I 
believe some people may have saving faith in Christ and may be 
saved in some religious systems that are far from being scriptural 
in a lot of ways. That does not mean I should adopt that system 
as standard or proclaim it as a sufficient way before the Lord. Some 
may be saved in spite of the system of which they are a part, but 
that very system might destroy others. 

On the other extreme from accepting everything are those who 
nrc sure everyone is wrong and hell-bound except themselves and 
their sort. These genera1ly understand little of the grace of God 
and tend to regard their own "perfection" as the reason for salva
tion. These allow little room for disagreement with themselves and 
arc seldom very modest about their achievements in discovering "the 
truth." Yet these people are often very lacking in the fruit of the 
Spirit and the Christ-likeness which is to characterize God's people. 
It is evident to almost anyone reasonably well-read in the Bible 
that these people have no corner on acceptance with Christ. 

We ought not despise any serious, Bible-based attempt to be 
New Testament Christians and to stress that sectarianism is wrong 
(1 Cor. 1:10-13; 3:1-7). We ought to be committed to the whole 
counsel of God not only as an ideal but as a practice, as much as 
possible. We ought to be careful that in a zealous attempt to ex
tend fe1lowship to every true Christian we do not also extend ap
proval to some systems and to some teachings that are misleading 
or false. We also need to use the opportunities that exist to teacli 
the mistaught and mistaken people "the way of God more accu
rately" (Acts 18:24-28). Even so, without approving the error in 
either our own lives or others, we need to realize that sectarian 
people have much tmth and that we have far more in common with 
them than with the unbelieving world. We have to face the fact 
of the differences, but we should not forget that we have other 
things in common. We must be careful. not to be. too quick to 
beam in our own. In a lot of ways our JUdgment w11l have to be 
on an individual basis and with the realization that the individual 
may be better than the system of which he is a part. 

-113 N. 6th St., Oakdale, La. 71463 

"Those who lenve others encournged never lnck for visitors." 
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THE JUBILEE AGE 
(PART TWO) 

Fred W. Schott 
Road Blocks to the Kingdom 

I would like to briefly identify what I consider to he seven 
spcci6c roadblocks to a more complete fulfillment of the Jubilee 
Kingdom in our age. 

I. Cuuncn SmucruuE. 

Bigness is the word. It is significant, I think, that while most 
churches are concerned with bigness and with increased numbers 
Christ chose to deal most intimately with a group of twelve men. 
Those twelve men then went on to "turn the world upside down." 

Bigness and a concern to be the biggest and the best is just 
one way_ in which the church is fashioned according to the world. 
Many times our elders function more like boards of directors of 
corporations than spiritual overseers of groups of God's children. 
Could that be because we chose our elders in ways similar to those 
of corporations? Else why is it that most often the elders of a 
church arc also seen as the best businessmen in the congregation, 
most often evident that they are also the most affiuent, and there
fore arc the most "logical" choices to conduct the "business" of the 
church. 

2. hn:Al'UAl'ION Wtni BuiLDINGS. 

Church !,'I'Owth, spiritual !,'I'Owth, is too often identified with 
new and larger buildings, then maintained by adding newer and 
nicer furnishings. I suggest that we need to go back to the "Tab
ernacle" concept of the church. If you remember, the Tabemacle 
that God instmctcd Moses to build was a tent. It is also appropliato 
that this is the , only kind of stmcture designed for worship that 
was commanded of God to be built. David asked "permission" 
of God to build a temple. God had not commanded it. I am not 
suggesting that we return to tents, although there was certainly 
notfiing wrong with the "tent revivals" that I remembet· attending as 
a verY. young boy. I am suggesting that we return to an idea of a 
God 'on the move" and a Goa too big to be confined to any build
ing, no matter how big and how beautiful and how much we have 
spent on it. More than that, I am suggesting that we return to a 
concept of a people willing to pick up at any time and follow our 
King! leaving the institutions to run themselves and the mortgages 
to pay themselves! 

3. TtiE "SuPERSTAn" PAsTOR SYNDROME. 

In every walk of life our culture seeks the superstar epitomized 
by the sports and entertainment world. The church is no different. 
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Many congregations dream that someday they will find and no mut
ter what it costs, hire a superstar pastor who will "dra~ in the 
crowds_,~ bala~ce their budgets and pay off their church mortgages; 
and g1ve the1r whole congregation someone to rally around, to 
make them proud, to pull tliem together as a congregation. U you 
doubt what I say, ask ten Christians this week how their church is 
going and nine out of ten answers will relate how well or how 
poorlr the church is doing by how well or how poorly the pastor 
1s domg. 

Tied to this roadblock and, in fact, I think very much a part of it, 
is "Sunday morning evangelism" or a "bring them to church" wit
ness. How sad thnt much of the church's witness hns been re
duced to "come to our church tllis Swulay. We have a good pas
tor. <:;orne hear Bro. So-and-so SJ:>eak." How ironic that the great
est part of our witness seems to be wrapped up in the two hours 
on Sunda)~ morning, when the example of the early church clearly 
shows that the gathering on the fir;'lt day of the week was primarily 
for the upbuilding of the saints to better equip them to continue 
the redemptive and intercessory work of our King in the world. 

4. "AT EASE" IN THE SUBURBS. 

Put quite simply, brothers and sisters, we are too rich. Now 
it is certainly not wrong to be in the suburbs, but it is certainly 
as wrong to be at ease in the suburbs as it was to be at ease in 
Zion. It is not wrong for Cluistians to live and worship in the 
suburbs, but there is something terribl}' wrong, considering that 
Christ calls us to be imitators of Him, that so few Christians live 
among, identify with, and take on the sufferings of this age's poor, 
oppressed, and_ neglected. 

!fear that if it were possible for us to send a delegation from 
amongst our modern churches to Jesus and ask, "What more must 
we do?" our Lord would sadly answer, "One thing thou lackest ... 

5. PuocRAMS, PnocRAMS, PnocRAMS. 

I am convinced that we have become so obsessed with pro
grams, planning, and organization that we no longer can see clearly 
to simply follow the Lord. Every church, every minister it seems, 
is trying to run some super new or revitalized program. Every 
meeting of Christians, it seems, brings announcements of new pro
grams to be supported. 

It is ironic that when Christ calls us not to worry about to
morrow, about what we shall eat, about what we shall wear, that 
the programs of our a:ffiuent churches demand more and more mon
ey. Christian radio waves are crowded with appeals for more money. 
The cry comes to us that God desperately needs your money to 
support His work. I say to you tonight that our God, our King, 
is never, never desperate and any worl< that is desperate is not of 
His Kingdom! 

The sixth and seventh roadblocks to the Kingdom, as I perceive 
them. are: 
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6. Tm: LACK OF ~IJNISTHY To THE Poon. 

7. Oun BELIEF J:oJ TnE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. 

These last two, in my opinion, arc the most crucial, and if we 
were to get a good hold on them, we might just get a handle on 
all of the rest Therefore, the rest of my remarks will center around 
God's people's responsibility to the poor, and the Christian's proper 
place in the American culhtre. They go hand in hand. 

GOD'S PEOPLE'S RESPONSIBILITY TO THE POOR 
Many of you have no doubt already disagreed with some or 

much of what I have said. I wam you that it is here that some, 
perhaps many, of you will disagree with the points that I will make 
on these issues. Again I ask only that you search the scriptures and 
your hearts to see if these things that I say are of God or not 

Fundamental and evangelical Christianity has become so in
fatuated with right-wing pofitical thought that to many Christians, 
when the wor~ poor, or minority, or black, or charity, or social 
responsibility are even mentioned, their hackles are raised, their de
fenses thrown up, and the battle lines are quite clearly drawn. 

In some strange way, some very strange way, helping poor peo
ple, as the scriptures clearly command, and the calling for social 
justice and equality, as is clearly indicated in the Day of Jubi1ee
not to mention the angry cries of the prophets-makes one suspect 
as a liberal modernist or even worse, as n socialist or a communist. 

Many Christians sound anything but loving, as they spew out 
their contempt for busing, welfare, ADC, government giveaways, 
and so on. As if there were no people, thousands of people, involved 
at all! I am very afraid that our contempt of these programs is also 
read by the world, perhaps rightfully so, as contempt for those most 
wronged by these very programs-those most in need of our Great 
Physician. 

Just the point! Even the largest and most humane government 
in the history of the earth cannot provide for th~ poor as well as 
those subjects of the Kingdom of God. Any time man, with the 
best of intentions, tries to case the plight of the poor, the results are 
most often a dehumanizing, bureaucratic mess. Our King, King 
Jesus, demands a better and more loving, but a real, way from His 
subjects. 

Satan ha.o; effectively used the current political processes to bring 
to a virtual halt any legitimate Christian or Kingdom response to 
the poor and oppressed of our day. 

The Testimony of Scripture is Overwhelming-Or It Should Be! 
In considering God's people's responsibility to the poor, the 

testimony _of scripture is overwhelming-or it should bel For ex
ample, let us consider two of om most dearly held doctrines, com
munion and baptism. We are not the only fellowship of churches 
who have very strong opinions on these two issues. In fact, the 
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great disagreements over them is evidence of how str~mgly most 
churches hold to them and the importance they place on tliem. 

Concerning communion and baptism, the following is based 
upon my own quick survey of a Bible concordance, and honestly 
could he off a little, but it should be close enough to give some idea 
ahout which I am speaking. Communion, the doctrines and the 
practices, no matter what tlley be, are based on about seven pas
sag<·s and some twenty verses. Baptism, again the doctrines and 
the practices, are based on about nineteen passages and some fifty
two verses. 

God's people's responsibility to tlte poor, however, is based on 
over three hundred passages and over one thoruand verses! The 
flgu1·es are not mine, hut found in another brother's book. Again, 
there could be some error. Yet even a great deal of error in any of 
the above figures would still leave room for great contrast. How
ever one does so, any examination of the scriptures without a douht 
reveals a special concern for the poor. 

A Quick Survey of the Scriptures 

From the Mosaic covenant to the promises of the gospel, the 
Bible points to the poor, the widow, tlie orphan, tlte stranger, the 
needy and the oppressed as a special concern of our King. 

Let us look first at the Old Testament. In the Old Testament, 
Gorl especially loves the poor and does not forget them. As we see 
in Psalms 72:12-13, Gods anointed One "delivers the needy wltcn 
he ca11s, tl1e poor and him who has no helper. He has pity on the 
weak and needy, and saves the lives of the needy." And in Psalms 
9:12, the Lord t'does not forget the cry of the afflicted." Isaiah 25:4 
tells us that God has hccn a "stronghold to the poor, a stronghold 
to the needy in distress." 

In the Old Testament social order, the J)QOr received an ~co
nomic advantage. Deut. 15:7-11 and Ex. 22:2!5 show us tl1at the 
people were commanded to loan freely to the poor, but to charge 
tltem no interest. And in Lev. 19:9-10 and 23:22, we see that part 
of the wheat and grape harvests were to be 1oft ungathered for the 
heneflt of the poor. Significantly, part of the purpose of the tithe 
was to provide relief for the poor, as can be seen in Dcut. 14:29 
and 26:12-13. 

The Old Testament emphasizes that God requires fmtice for 
the 1>oor ancl will juclge those who oppress them. God's words by 
the prophet Zechariah arc representative of the scores of similar 
passages: 

"Render true judbrmonts, show kindness nncl mercy ench to 
his brother; do not oppress the widow, tho fnll1erless, the 
sojourner, or the poor." 

Fina1ly, in t1te Olcl Testament we can see that God's people 
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1Jear a special ctl1ica1 responsibility for the poor. Remembrance of 
their own Egyptian slavery is cited in Dent. 24:17-22 as sufficient 
motivation to show mercy to the oppressed. The faithfulness of 
Cod's people was continually measured by their treatment of the 
poor. Tj1e Jubilee King, King Jesus, measures us thus in this the 
Jubilee Age. 

WHAT OF JESUS AND THE POOR? 

What of Jesus and the poor? Three poinlo; must be made. 

One: Jesus made the preaching of the Gospel to the poor a 
valich1tion of His own ministry. As already cited, "The Spirit of 
the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor." It can easily be seen in the Gospel recorils that in 
Jesus' minisby there was a conscious intent and a purposed prac
tice to preach the Gospel especially to the poor. 

Two: Jesus believed that the poor were more ready and able 
to understand and accept the Gospel. That is in stark contrast to 
the attitude of the modern church, which continually makes ex
cuses for not taking the Gospel to the poor, especially if the poor 
are non-white. 

Jesus once thanked the Father, as you will recall, that these 
things about which He was speaking were hid from the wise and 
understanding, and revealed to babes, or the uneducated, unsophis
ticated, t~_ poor. 

Three: Jesus specifically directed the Gospel call to the poor, 
as can be seen in the favorite r>assage, "Come unto me, all ye who 
labor and nrc heavy laden, and I will give you rest." No matter 
how hard we try to spiritualize these words, Jesus spoke here, lit
erally, in the first place, to the poor. Jesus' call is pre-eminently 
to the poor; of course, not exclusively, hut pre-eminently to those 
most wearied, most burdened, both spiritually and physically, from 
long hours of physical labor, from various oppressions known only 
to the poor. 

The record is clear. The fundamental sympathies of Jesus were 
with the poor and oppressed. In short, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
Cod, the Jubilee King, demonstrated the same attitude toward the 
poor that God revealed in the Old Testabent. 

THE POOR AND THE MODERN CHURCH 

What of the modern church and Jesus? Again three points 
must be made. 

One. Like Jesus, the church must begin to place a special 
emphasis on the poor. As they have always lieen, the poor nrc ready 
for the Gospel. Every great spiritual reyival in h.istory has been 
marked by a great response of the worlds most rcJeCt<'d masses. 
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There has been an unfortunate pattern in regards to the poor 
nncl the gospe[ First, in large outHowings of the Holy Spirit, the 

IJom· respond. Second, through their new found life and its re
igious disCipline, they begin to prosper as God blesses them. This 

new prosperity leado; to a rise in economic status. Third, with this 
new Immel respectability comes a neglect for the new poor. I say to 
you tonight that it is in this third state that the modern evangelical, 
fundamentalist American church can largely be found. We have 
forgotten from whence we came, and worse yet, we self righteously 
fail to give credit to our gracious King for who we are and what we 
have become. True ~atefulness and thanksgiving to our King for 
His many blessings anCl provisions, must be accompanied by concern 
for those not so blessed. 

Two. The number one priority among the poor must be the 
proclamation of the pure, clear, unadulterated Gospel of salvation. 
Any work of Christians that does not clearly proclaim the saving 
plan of God's salvation for the individual is not the complete Gospel 
of Christ. 

Three. Christian responsibility cannot stop with evangelism. 
Why? Because the scriptures and Christ dictate that we should 
meet the physical and social needs of the poor as well as the spir
itual. Any Christian work which does not show real concern for the 
physical and social needs of people is also not the complete Gospel 
of Christ. This is the essence of the Kingdom as it now cxisto;, and 
as it exists concernil}g "the hope that is in us." 

Listen, brothers and sisters, we have direct commands from 
our King, a King so powerful that He laughs at the great super
powers of our day! We have direct commands from that same 
powerful King, to do justice, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
care for the widow and fatherless, visit the prisoner, and set at lib
erty the oppressed. 

We greatly err-no, we out and out $in-if we dare to spiritualize 
these direct commands from our Jubilee King. 

A right and Biblical response to the poor by subjects of the 
Jubilee King is more than just doing good deeds, more thm1 an 
updated Christian philanthropy, more than a guide to help Chris
tians avoid sin. It is even more than doing so just because we have 
been commanded to do so by our King. 

Such a response by the people of God is a bold proclamation 
to the powers of the world about the Lordship of Christ the King. 
It says to the world, to the powers of this darkness, tlmt there is a 
new order, there is n new community at work in the world, where 
Christ is King, where the Jubilee King rules the hearts and actions 
of nwn. 
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Ernest Lyon Is n professor of mu~ic at lhc Unl\'crsity of Louisville, nnd minister 
of ll1e I Ugh! and Church of Christ. 

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 
Ernest E. Lyon 

Promised Through the Prophets 
"The gospel of Cod, which He promised afore through the 

prophets in the holy scriptures." In this way Paul closes the first 
verse and opens a new subject in verse two of the first chapter of 
Romans. 13ut because verse three add<; "concerning his Son" so 
often stmh.·nts of Romans will concentrate on anything prophesied 
about the Lord Jesus Christ nnd overlook that the sp eci£lc type of 
prophecy that Paul is talking about is that which told beforehand 
of the gospel. The gospel is not the birth of Christ, nor is it His life. 
Paul tells us himself what he means by "the gospel" when he says, 
iJ1 1 Corinthians 15, ''Christ died for our sins according to the scrip
tures; and that he wns buried; and that he bath been raised on ti10 
third day according to the scriptures" and then goes on to list some 
of His appearances during the forty post-resmrcction days on earth 
and then His appearance to Paul after His ascension. So Paul in 
Romans 1:1,2 is telling us that the prophets prophesied of the death, 
burial, and resw·rection of the Lord as the means of providing men 
with the good news that they can be saved through faith in that 
resurrected Son. 

l'ossibly we should also note that the term ''the prophets" docs 
not necessarily confine itself to the books we call books of prophecy. 
In Hebrews 1:1 the writer speaks of Cod's speaking "unto the fa
thers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners" and 
he is obviously including all the Old Testament in thart term "the 
prophets." I believe ]>aul is here using the tenn that way. 

In order to prophesy the gospel, the predictions had to include 
Christ's comi ng into the world. Probably these are the best known 
of the prophecies-His being the seed of the woman (Gen. 3: 15); 
His being born to a virgin (I sa. 7:14 ), His being born as a child 
but given ns a Son (Isa. 9:6), His hc•ing from everlasting (Micah 
5:2) and then prophecies of his work of preaching, healing, and 
man)' other details too numerous to list here. But let us turn for 
a moment to the specifi c prophecies of His providil1g our salvation 
through His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. 

J73 



I suppose that the first, somewhat obscure when spoken proph
ecy along these lines was that the serpent would bruise ilis heel 
(Gen. 3:16). For lack of space we will skip over many passages 
and include two from the J>salms. The first is Psalm 16:8-11, where 
His death and quick rcsurrcc.:tion arc sot forth briefly but clearly, 
the resurrection to be followed with "fulncss of joy" and "pleasureS 
for evermore." But even more important to most students is the 
remarkable setting forth of His death by crucifixion in Psalm 22, 
a description given long before crucifixion became the means used 
by the Homan government to put to death non-Roman criminals. 
And, again, after the death, beginning from verse 22 we have a state
ment of things to happen, thereby necessitating the resurrection .. 

To me the most important of all the passages setting forth our 
Lord's substitutionary death is that beginning in Isaiah 52:13 and 
running through the fifty-third chapter. It not only describes some
what of the effects of crucifixion on His person (especially 52:14), 
it also speaks of His being "despised, and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief' and many such details; but 
it also points out that "he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows" and that "he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." Isaiah then sets forth His 
actions when He was brought to trial and then crucified, even to 
the detail of dying with the wicked and buried with a rich man (in 
Joseph's grave, that is). Then, again, after His death, which is 
described as "an offering for sin," He is said to "prolong his days," 
to "see the travail of His soul" and "by the knowledge of himseH 
shall my ri~hteous servant justify many." From death to resur
rection and being able to justify. No wonder chapte1· 55 then can 
invite us to come to Jehovah for pardon! 

I wish there were space to speak of His being called "Jehovah 
our rigrtt."'Ousness," His cleansing Israel, and many other such propll
ecies, and space to dwell on the sacrifices of the Old Testament, es
peciallv the Passover, as scttin~ forth in advance the gospel, hut 
let us ~top now and praise the Lord for His wonderful salvation to 
undeserving men. And let us ~o forth with greater conviction as 
we see that God trnlv set this forth in advance and fulfilled it in 
dotaiJ nearlv two tho\tsancl years ago. May we continue to preach 
that "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" until He 
comes again into the world to gather those saved sinners together 
for a wonderful eternity. 
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juck Blues preaches al the Antioch Church, Frnukfort, Ky. nnd teaches at thu 
Portland Christian School iu Louisville. 

Jack Blues 

J3Y NOW YOU'VE hourd uf Hoots today nne\ tomorrow . . . 
and have formed yolll· opinion of it. " ... My friends, as I traveled through 
From the first it had the smell of tllC weeping, suiTering land of Africa 
ripe sardines to me, but one can't say and saw millions upon millions of 
too much when a writer's craft is blncks, suflcrlng, stm·ving, their chil
bringing him in millions of dollars, tlren sick and dying, with vermin in
and ail the liberals nrc very full of festing their bOdies and homes, 1 
praises for his literary endeavors. I could not help but lhink that if my 
111av be wrong, but (you can say ancestors had not been sold into sulv
}Oti saw it firsl in Word and Work), cry, my family and I, no doubt, would 
1 have a feeling that we will find oul be in the horrible condition that e.~isls 
that there is quite a bit of bunk in Africa todny. 
slipped into the information of Roots. " ... ~ly friends, I restate, I am a
You have probably never heard of gainsl slavery, but after comparing 
the distinguished Negro American the sulfcrin~ condition of blnck pco
nnd humanitarian, Jlonry Mitchell. pic in Africn today, and black people 
J le is president of the North Star in America today, who are no longer 
~lissionary Workers of America. In slaves, but free men and womei1, 1 
the February issue of Stnr News he must admit thnt if slavery was IllY 
ti!IJs us this: "~ly American friends, only menus of transportation to Amcr
thc whole net of slavery can be ica, tJ1en thank Cod for the Americau 
hlruned on African culture, just as slavery system of yester year, which 
much as it can be blamed on the white finally came to an end." 
man's mistaken value system of the It is so seldom wo read in popular 
pa~t. I say the blame should lie more American publications tho sentiments 
with those in Africa who sold mem- expressed nhovo by this Christian A
hers of their tribes to slave masters merican who is grateful to Cod for 
with no concern for the welfare of his American heritage. But there aro 
those human beings. Our history millions of them, und they nrc tho 
hooks toll us how tho white man set bulwark lhnt has held back the sa
sail to different countries looking for t:mie attempts to destroy America from 
slaves to buy, but they were rejected its beginning, and especially in the 
and fought off by almost all except dreadful civil <.:onflict which accom
those in Africa. plished the black man's freedom. 
'"The showing of the novel Roots dug While man's blood was shed for tlw 
up tJ1ings of tho past which wore bet- hlack man's rrccdom, and tho nation 
ter laid to rest and forgotten. l t was saved ns well. In what other 
opened up old wounds which had ccounlry have you heard tho equal? 
been healed. It created guilts. It 0 0 0 

• 

clrove n wedge between many black IN COMM UNIST MOZA~II3IQUI': 
nnd while Americans which hadn't 80,000 Chrisliuns uro in re-education 
hcen there before. It stirred anin1os- camps. ~·fany have di<.od. The whole 
ity in the hearts of many black chi!- population hns to work two days a 
d ren and started them looking back, week for lho benefit of the state. 0 11 
instead of thinking about pros.,'l·cssing Sw1days 11nd one other week-day they 
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have to attend Marxist indoctrination jails . . . of the enslaved people of 
classes without being fed. Of the Cuba muted by terror and waiting." 
Makua tribe, 35,000 blacks have been Senator Helms (R.-N.C.) says that 
killed. In Communist Angola 90,000 the State Deparbnent has iriformed 
from the Kunhama tribe l1ave been him t11at it knows of 27 Americans 
slaughtered. Neto, ruler of Angola, who are being hold in Cuban prisons 
ha.~ announced over ilie radio his in- -eight of t1lem as "political prisoners" 
tcntion of closing all churches and and ilie rest on criminal charges. In 
puni.~hing all priests and pastors. a statement, Helms says that the trade 

Ambassador Andrew Youn~, Prcsi- embargo against Cuba should not be 
dent Carter's "perfect choi<.'C' for the relaxed until the political prisoners 
U.S. top seat at ilie United Nations, are released. He also criticizes a pro
is a feat backer of the afore men- posal by ilie Senate Foreign Relations 
tione African ~o'Ountries, and, so Committee to allow ilie sale of med
far such actions have had no up- ical SUJ1plies to the Castro regime, 
setting effect on the Ambassador. Of saying that "both food and medicine 
t'Ourse, one can hardly expect a red- are strate~c items in time of conBict. 
leaning U.S. appointee to be disturbed The fact that Castro has 3,000 wound
whenever ilie Reds are having their ed troops In Angola right now in need 
way. Come to think of It, Mr. Car- of medicine speilks for itself." 
tor isn't disturbed either. Should we 0 0 0 o 
wonder why? LET ME INTRODUCE TO YOU Ms 

Ambassador Young received his Eleanor Holmes Norton, New York 
training at the Highlander Folk School City Commissioner of Human Rights, 
at Monteagle, Tennessee. This scho_ol Pres. Carter's recent appointee to head 
has enjoyed the support of ~o'Ommumst ilie U.S. Equal Employment Oppor
dominated organizations and identified tunity Commission, a post paying a 
communists. It seems to producce salary of $52,500. (Figure that one 
what these organizations and people out-iliere are 52 weeks in a year.) 
want most. Radical feminist Gloria Stein explains 

o o 0 0 how the appointment was managed: 
STAY AWAY FROM CUBA if you "We sent telegrams, talked to congres
know what is good for you. Juanita sional delegations about Eleanor Nor
Castro, exiled sister of the Cuban ton, had business groups to send tel~
l'Ommunist dictator, says iliat Castro grams . . . We worked weeks . . . Its 
is interested only in political and a shante that tl1erc has to be a cam
monetary gains, not in friendship ~gn to get someone appointed." 
with the United States. In an open (li.Iaybe you have to camJ>aign to get 
Jetter to President Carter, Miss Castro certain someones appointed.) 
sa_ys that "those who state that ilie With these credentials she should 
lifting of ct'Onomic sanctions against have just sailed right ilirough: Before 
Cuba and/or ilie establishment of re- being appointed to her post, Ms. Nor
lations with its Communist govern· ton spent 6vc years with the radieal
ment do not constitute condoning or left American Civil Liberties Union. 
accepting its actions arc wrong. My While there, she aru.,rressively rcpre
brother, Fidel, and the international scntcd Vietnam War protesters, civil 
Communism he represents arc not rights activists, assorted radicals and 
interested in this country's friendship, (surprise) Ku Klux Klansmen. ' She 
but in the economic gain that would helped found the frenetic National 
accrue to his regime from this move Black Feminist Organization in Aug
and in~o-rease of· his political prestige ust 1973. 
in the eyes of the world that such As chairman of the New York Com
action would bring." She asks Car- mission on Human Rights, Eleanor 
ter, "Why, after your pronouncements Holmes Norton several times support
concerning human rights, do you not ed a hill introduced before the New 
vigorously advocate that these he rc~ York City Council to permit homo
spected in Cuba before even trying scxuals to serve as policemen, firemen, 
to renew relations of any kind? I and teachers. Ms. Norton strongly 
l'Ome to remind you of those killed urged the Council to pass the bill 
by Communist Cuba's firing squads without delay. She was also a spon
, .. Cuba's concentration camps and sor of the radical Women's Liberation 
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demonstrations and strikes in New 
York during 1970, and appeared on 
a feminist platform with Trotskyite 
Communist Ruth Ann Miller. 

Mr. Carter's appointee was quoted 
in Ebony magazine for January, 1969, 
as having stated that, "when the broth~ 
crs go into the streets, as in Newark 
and Detroit, I cannot number myself 
among the black people who sit back 
and categorically condemn them. I 
have to ask myself, 'was that violence 
totally unwarranted?' " The human 

rights of law-abiding citizens of De
troit and Newark did not seeD) to 
concern Eleanor even as Innocent peo
ple were killed and injured, and prop
erty damage amounted to millions of 
dollars. 

It won't take a Jean Dixon to pre
dict her policy as head of E.E.O.C. 

Thank you for encouraging remarks 
and for items sent in. Keep it up; I 
can usc both. And God bless you 
and our great country. 

The Supernatural in the Na1ural 
R. C. Bell, in World Vision 

In the midst of a splendid reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby
lon, lost his mind, deserted his throne, and lived for a season in the 
fields as a beast. ( See Daniel 4. ) One time the terrible Assyrians 
invaded the lands of Israel and took the inhabitants away into for-
eign captivity. (See Isaiah 10.) · 

These records are not in the Bible primarily to inform us that 
kings sometimt!S become insane or that strong nations often devour 
weak ones. Secular history is sufficient for this. But their dis
tinctive value lies in the additional fact that God has a hand in such 
things; "that the Most High ruleth in the kingdoms of men and 
giveth it to whomsoever He will,; that God uses one nation as a 
fiattle-axe to punish another nation. In short, that the supernatural 
is in the natural. And what a flood of light this distinctive truth 
throws upon the history of both individual men and of nations! 

God promised Abraham that his descendants should come out 
of Egyptian bondage in the fourth generation and inherit Canaan. 
The books of Genesis and Exodus reveal the method God used in 
keeping His word. Joseph's bad brothers sold him to slave deal~ 
ers, wlio resold him in Egypt, where he became ruler of the land. 
As a result of this, Abraham's people in process of time became a 
slave colony in Egypt, whence they were delivered by Moses and 
finally settled in Canaan by Joshua, in fulfillment of God's promise 
made four hundred years earlier. The unfolding of God's method 
shows that envious brothers, evil slave traders, villainous Potiphar's 
wife, a forgetful prisoner, and godless Pharaos were all, unlmown 
to themselves, worl<ed into it. Joseph came to see the guiding hand 
of God in it all, for he told his brothers that althougli. they meant 
evil against him by selling him, "God meant it for good" (Genesis 
50:20). "Surely the wrath. of man shall praise Thee" (Psalm 76:10). 

Jesse, through natural, fatherly feeling, sent to his three sons 
who were soldiers under King Saul, some good things to eat. And 
what was more natural than to send them by their ready brother, 
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David? To one acquainted with God's ways, however, the super
natural is very evident in this: for while on this errand, David, by 
sla~g Goliath, became famous and soon entered public life in the 
double capacity of court musician and armorbcarer to Saul. God 
was overruling that a king after His own heart might be ready for 
the throne upon the death of the faithless Saul. 

Very naturally Ahasuems, a heathen, Persian king, fell in love 
with the lovely Esther and made her his queen. But it is another 
case of the supernatural in the natural. According to Esther 4:14, 
Mordecai, a man of God, saw God using this incident to prevent 
the extermination of His chosen people, for in persuading of Esther 
to intercede on their behalf he said: "And who knoweth whether 
thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" God 
worked even the king's being unable to sleep into His plan for sav
ing the Jews. (See the sixth chapter of Esther.) God as well as 
Ahasuerus was awake that night! God Almighty can work wonders 
with weak things. He can build with stubbfe as well as with gold. 
Indeed, a man acquainted with God's ways fears to call the merest 
natural trifle a little thing, because he knows not what use God may 
be making of it 

After the Jews at Jemsalem had arrested Apostle Paul on a 
false charge and were doing all in their power to kill him, God 
undertook to deliver him safely in Rome (see Acts 23:11), but did 
not disclose the means He intended to employ. However, a reader 
of the remainder of the book of Acts sees God's way unwound be
fore his eyes. Part of it consists in using nearly five hundred pagan 
Roman soldiers in order to get Paul safely out of Jerusalem and on 
his journey to Rome. 

These Romm•s were doing as Romans usually did. They were 
acting of themselves, knew tliat they might have done differently, 
were uncouscious of God's presence, and were fully responsible for 
their decisions and activities. Even so Judas, Cninphas, and Pilate 
were worked into God's plan of giving the world a Savior. Neither 
evil men not evil angels can escape cOntributing to God's eternal 
purposes. And tl1e supernatural blends so kindly with the natural 
that men untaught of God cannot distinguish between them. Ob
serve that even miracles sometimes blended thus with the natural. 
For example, when God wanted a dry path through the Red Sea, He 
made use of a wind; or, if the path was to be through the Jordan Riv
er, the water below ran down to the Dead Sea as usual. How easily 
can God then, when it suits His purpose, withdraw the miraculous 
elements but still do things! 

Although a full understanding of this matter baffies theologians 
and philosophers, yet a child can see that God in His autobiography 
(the Bible) claims for Himself the disposition and the power to 
control and to use all nature, human as well as physical. GOd wants 
men to know this truth, else it would not be written so large. 
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Bible Exposition - Matthew 
JESUS ON THE SINS OF OUR AGE 

S. Lewis Johnson, Jr. 

lutrocluction 

If one were to single out the peculiar sins of our age, the latter 
half of the twentieth century, looming large in any listing would 
be the sins mentioned by our Lord in Matthew 5:21-32, the sins 
of murder, adultery, and divorce. In fact, they form a kind of 
epitome of the morality of our age, an abridgement of the worst 
fonn of the denial of the biblical ethic. It is the special sin of the 
New Morality that it makes these sins respectable in the eyes of 
its adherents. 

The New Morality, the term given to the ethics of men such 
as Bishop John Robinson of Honest to God fame, Joseph Fletcher, 
the Lutheran Martin Marty, the Baptist Harvey Cox, and the Pres
byterian Hobert Wood Lynn, has .taught with varying emphases 
and qualifications that right and wrong cannot be Iegislated~ven 
by God-in a once-for-all code that fits every situation. G9d, ac
cording to this body of theologians, has not issued such a code; He 
has called fOl' LOVE. What tllis simple law demands in each par
ticular situation is right. Hence, the New Morality has sometimes 
been given the name of Situation Ethics. Accordirig to this "code" 
adultery and other sins may, if the situation is right, be acceptable. 
The popularity of the New Morality is illustrated by the phenomenal 
success of Hugh Hefner's Playboy enterprises, which have, until just 
recently, grossed millions catering to the hedonistic appetite of the 
United States. In fact, the sexual revolution of this country has 
been immeasurably aided by the ethics of the New Morality. 

The presuppositions of the New Morality have ·been defined 
hv Joseph Fletcher as including pragmatism, relativism, positivism, 
a;1d personalism. All of these principles, particularly as interprete~ 
by the eminent theologians, are utterly opposed to the biblical pre
suppositions of the Christian, who rests his case upon the princciple 
of the verbally and plenarily inspired revelation of God in the Holy 
Scriptures. Further, the New Morality errs in these specific ways. 
First, it is antinomian, at least according to Fletcher's variety (the 
same cannot really be said for Bishop Robinson's variety). Second, 
it fails in that it docs not define love in a Christian way, as involving 
redemption and the cross of Christ. Third, it is Pelagian (an ancient 
British monk who believed man, despite ~in, could discern and do 
God's will with just trifling assistance from the Spirit of God), be
cause its concept of sin is weak and erroneous. And, finally, the 
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result is an ethic that is sub-Christian and an insult to a holy God. 

In the section of the Sermon on the Mount before us we have a 
sure word from our Lord Jesus Christ, and it is diametrically op
posed to the pagan principles ot modem society's ethics. ln t11e 
opening section of the instructional division ot the Sermon ( 5: 
l'/-20) jesus had emphasized that He was not a Law-breaker, but 
a Law-tulfiller, and that the Law and the Prophets were the abidingly 
authoritative and inspired Word of God. Every part of them, even 
to the jots and tittles, shall have its complete fulfillment. And 
then He had stressed that, in order to enter the Kingdom of heaven, 
one must possess a righteousness that exceeded tha.t of the scribes 
and Pharisees. That could only come as a gift from God through 
faith in Him. Thus, the Lord Jesus completely vindicated the 
Scriptural tradition. 

The same, however, cannot be said for the Pharisaic and scribal 
tradition (5:21-48). He does not hesitate to disapprove of it and 
.correct it, although there may be portions of it that have remained 
essentially biblical. Of the latter He approves. In order to ex
press His criticism of the tradition He sets forth six antitheses be
tween the Pharisaic tradition and the true view of the Law. The 
antitheses not only correct misinterpretation, they also deepen and 
shmpen the true views. The six are in two pairs of three each, 
separated by the "again" of verse thirty-three. The charac:teristic 
expression that occurs six times here is, "but I say unto you" ( Cf. vs: 
22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44) . The first three pertain to the Decalogue, 
while the last three pertain to the Pentateuch. The great impression 
that steals over one is similar to that expressed h)' another student; 
"Jesus understands the Old Testament better than the Old Testament 
itself." That's not strictly accurate, for really what He does is give 
the real force of the Old Testament, but it seems to be true because 
of the traditional distortions that gained such currency in the minds 
of many through the years. 

I. THE QUESTION OF MURDER 

The first anti·thesis is contained in verses 21 through 26. It 
concerns murder. The tradition says "No murder," but f say, "No 
anger ... 

The basis of the tradition to which Jesus refers is the sixth 
commandment. Since He uses the word "heard," it seems clear 
that He is referring to the oral teaching of the rabbis. They read 
and taught the commandments orally in the synagogues. The words 
"by them" may be more accurately rendered by to them. The 
remair{ing words of the verse confirm that our Lord is referring to 
Jewish tradition primarily. The introductory words of the verse, 
then, may mean simply, "It is an old tradition which has obtained 
for many ages." 
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The essence of His reply is that the commandments go beyond 
the overt act. They touch the inner man. For years and years 
rabbis had taught that one kept the sixth commandnlent by avoiding 
murder, but our Lord probes Cleeper and says that one keeps it only 
if he both avoids murder and anger! Anger,like murder, is a crime 
to Him. It is possible that John's words reflect this teaching, .. who
soever hateth nis brother is a murderer; and ye know that no mur
derer hath eternal life abiding in him." The words are to be under
stood within the context of d1e nation, it would seem, for in Jewish 
thought a brother was an Israelite by nation and blood, and a 
neighbor was an Israelite in religion and worship, that is, a pros
elyte. The word "Raca" was an Aramaic word for utter contempt, 
being equivalent to our bonehead, blockhead, or knucklehead. The 
text may be rendered, then, "whosoever shall say to his brother, ·'you 
knucklehead, you.''' For such the danger of hell must become real. 

There is some difference of interpretation over the statements 
of verses 21 and 22. Perhaps the sense is something like this: The 
rabbis say that murder is liable to judgment, but I say that anger 
is liable to divine judgment. And the rabbis say that abusive lan
~age such as raca is punishable by the local court, hut I say that 
abusive language is punishable by the fire of Gchenna. 

Two things emerge from these opening words. In the first 
place, all unlove stands condemned by the Savior and the law of 
Moses. And, in the second place, our Lord Jesus believed in hell. 
It is one of the striking facts of the biblical revelation that He, who 
spoke most penetratingly of the love of God and is often referred to 
by liberals as "the meek and gentle Jesus," spoke of hell more than 
any other New Testament figure. If hell-fire and damnation mes· 
sages are wrong (they are not, of course), then His should be con
demned, but the very idea is ridiculous, as the common Christian 
consciousness knows. 

There follow two illustrations of the princirle ( vs. 23-26). In 
the first one the point is that to obey the law o love is better than 
sacrifice. Therefore, postpone sacrifice rather than postpone recon
ciliation. Incidentally, the iJiustration proves that the situation the 
Lord has in mind occurs under the Law period when sacrifices were 
made. The sermon is for those who live during the period of time 
while Jesus is offering the Messianic Kingdom to the nation Israel. 

In the second i11ustrntion there is n reference to some conten
tion over money matters, as the last clause of verse 26 indicates. Al
though some Romanists have emphasized the words of verse 26, 
"paid the uttermost farthing," referring them to purgatory •. i~ should 
be obvious to the careful student that it has nothing to do with that 
mythical place and process. 

What is the cure for this anger that Jesus points out is really 
murder? Looking over the section we may conclude that it is found 
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in these things: (1) admitting that we do get angry; (2) correcting 
injustices; ( 3) do it quickly; ( 4) relying upon the grace of God, for 
it is only by His enafiling grace that these things could be done. 

II. THE QUESTION OF ADULTERY 

The second antithesis concerns adultery, which is referred to 
in the seventh commandment of the Decalogue. The tradition says, 
"No adultery," but I say, "No lustful thought." The rabbis legis
lated only for actions, not for one's thoughts, but the Mosaic law in 
its real meaning included the latter. In the enumeration of the 
613 precepts of the Law there is attached to the seventh command
ment these words, "This is the thirty-fifth precept of tho law, name
ly, that no man lie with another m:m's wife." It is clear that the 
rabbis interpreted it of the act alone, and that with a married 
woman. Perhaps this gloss was in our Lord's mind as He interprets 
the meaning of the law for the heart. 

The Lawgiver's interpretation. The wordo;, "to lust after her," 
express the purpose of the look. It can hardly be ca11ed sin to have 
involuntary (iesire; it is a sin to look in order to lust. 

The words of our Lord have the most serious significance and 
relevance for our day. Hardly ever in the history of our western 
world has there existed such a challenge to the Christian conception 
of chastity before marriage and faithfulness afterward. Unbridled 
passions dominate our society, urged on by the mass media and 
professional purveyors of hedonism. James Montgomery Boice has 
put it this way, "The Christian ethic of faithful and monogamous 
marriage is also threatened in our day, perhaps even more seriously 
than by the mass media, by a new hedonism symbolized by the so
called ·playboy philosophy.' Hedonism is the philosophy that makes 
pleasure the chief goal in life; and it is as evident in the pursuit of 
the second home, the third car, and the right and proper friends, 
as it is in adultery and pre-marital sex experimentation. In fact, in 
the playboy philosophy the two go hand in hand. Thus, the pages 
of the magazine seem to imply that choosing the right kind of wine 
or the right stereo is almost as important as finding the right kind 
of playmate. 

The final verses of the second antithesis merely point out that, 
if one uses the excuse that a member is the cause of the sin, then 
the member is to be cut off. One does this with a physical ailment, 
like cancer. The purpose of our Lord is to lend thf' man to sec 
that the trouble is not in the member, but in the heart. A fallacious 
excuse is met \vith n fallacious replv to show the falsitv of the ex
cuse and lead to the tmc reason for lust. The usual svmholicnl in
terpretation of the verses is to the effect that the offending member's 
excision represents severe self-abnegation for the sake of puritv. 
B~~h ultimately point to tl1e need for a new heart, as well as new 
principles of action. 
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It is evident now that the Lm·d Jesus intctprets the Old Testa
ment in depth, iu contrast to the superficialities of the rabbinic tra
dition. He deepens and sharpens its obvious and outward sense. 
As He says, He "fulAlls" it. 

And, further, it is clear that Jesus concurred in the invalidity 
of tradition as a measure of truth, although it might contain truth. 
He may deepen it, as here, or revoke it, as elsewhere. For Him 
the sole final authmity is the inviolable Word of God. 

What is the solution to the problem that our Lord has ex
pounded here? One thing is true, first of all. The times require 
a clear recognition that the appetite for sex in our day is "enormous
ly out of proportion to ito; function." And there is another thing 
that must be borne in mind. For the Christian there arc times when 
the apostolic injunction, "Flee fornication" is the wisest advice that 
heaven can give. In this respect Joseph is our great example, while 
David is an example of the negative type. And, finally, total vic
tory requires a philosophy of life that sees marriage as ordained 
by God, and also as that for which one waits in purity and to which 
one remains faithful afterward. 

III. THE QUESTION OF DIVORCE 

The third antithesis concerns divorce. The tradition gays, 
"Conditional divorce," but I say, "no divorce at all, with one excep· 
tion." The passage in question is Deuteronomy 24:1, and it con
tains a problem of interpretation. What is an "unseemly thing''? 
One of the famous rabbis, Shammai, with his disciples took it to 
mean some grave offense Jike adultery. On the other hand, another 
rabbi, the well-known Hillc>l, \vith his followers held that a man 
could divorce his wife for no more serious a mLo;demeanor than let· 
ting his food burn! 

The Lawgiver's fnterl'retation. Now, if the exceptive clause 
io; genuine, and I think it is, then the Lord is laying down a law 
that divorce is only possible for one reason. If the clnuo;e is not 
J!cnuine, then our Lord is stating the original ideal, mentioned in 
Genesis 2:23-24. In both cases the teachinJ! of our Lord is deeper 
than tha,t of Moses. But, let us remember that these thinJ!S cannot 
be applied to unbelievers. They apply to tl1ose within the kingdom 
of God. 

TherP. is a question nhout the nnhtre of the sin referred to. 
Does verse 32 refer to the sin of the one who puts away his wife, 
and then to the sin of the one who has been put away? The verse 
should probablv he rendered in this way, "But I tell vou that anyone 
who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes 
her to be stigmattzecl as adtt!terous (or, exnoses her to adultenf), and 
nnyone who -marries n woman so divorced commits adulterv." Thus, 
the sin is onlv that of the person who puts nway his wife.· 
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It is very evident, then, that our Lord entertained very strict 
principles regarding divorce, and His words have the greatest im
portance for our acfulterous society today. It would not be so much 
the concern of the Christian church were it not for the fact that 
the actions of the world, because of their excesses, have so influenced 
the church. The rise of adultery and divorce in the world is matched 
hr. a similar rise of them in the life of God's people, and the re
sultant problem is one of epidemic proportions at this very moment. 
If thf? church of Jesus Christ is to fulfill His will and please God in 
her service, she must listen to the expression of His will in this matter. 

REPRINTS: 
BAPTISM 

W. J. Johnson - Sept. 1945. 

Baptism as taught in the Bible is from heaven. Christ holding 
all autliority both in heaven and on earth instructed Hie; disciples to 
baptize believers in His name and promised salvation to them who 
believed and were baptized (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 
24:47-49). He still holds this authority and forbids that any one 
should make any change in respect to the meaning and purpose of 
baptism as some have assumed to possess. 

Some look upon baptism as if it were something distinct from 
faith. They have made it a door into the church, to be opened 
or shut against any one as the church sees fit. In other word~ they 
have made it an act of initiation into the society or group of peo
ple who have subscribed to a set of principles y>eculiar to the organiza
tion, whatever that organization may be religiously. 

But as baptism is set forth in the scriptures it is an act of faith 
that makes one well-pleasing unto God. It marks the point of sepa
ration from the woria. It is the circumcision made without hands, 
for when we were buried by baptism into the death of Christ, we 
put off the bodv of sin, the body of flesh, the old man with his 
aeeds, and put' on the new man Christ Jesus. We were planted 
with Him in the likeness of his death and raised with Him in the 
likeness of His resurrection. (Rom. 6; Col. 2: 11, 12.) In baptism 
we accept the death of Christ as our death. For this reason bap
tism is not a work that merits salvation. And besides it is written 
in Ephesians 2:8, 9. "By grace have ye been saved through faith. 
and that not of yourselves. it is the gift of God; not of works, lest 
any man should boast." Also in Titus 3:4. 5. "But when the kind
ness of God our Savior, and his love toward man, appeared, not 
by works done in righteousness, which we did oursefves, but ac
cording to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, wfiich he poured out upon us 
richly, through Jesus Christ our Savior." And Gal. 3:26, 27. "For 
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yc are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ." 

In baptism we may say further, there is a transition from the 
old life to the new, from bondage in sin to libef9' in Christ Jesus, 
from servants of sin to servants of righteousness, from death to life, 
from darkness to light. Hence Peter saw the likeness of baptism 
in the transfer of Noah and his house from the old world into the 
new when they were borne in the ark upon the water, and said, 
"Even so doth baptism now save you, not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a ~ood conscience tow~d 
God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ' (1 Pet. 3:21, 22). 

Now if any one desires to believe and teach that a person is 
pardoned of his sins before he is baptized. let him consider the con
version of Saul of Tarsus. After he had seen the Lord and was 
blinded because of the vision, he was led by the hand of them who 
were with him into Damascus, where he continued three days and 
nights in fasting and prayer. It is clear that he was a believer 
and penitent. He stilf felt the weight of his sins resting heavily 
upon him; he was still seeking the answer of a good conscience 
toward God; he did not enjoy the peace of Gocf which passeth 
understanding; he was still out of Christ, for he had not been 
wtited with Him in the likeness of His death; he had not accepted 
by faith the death of Christ as his death which is the form of doc
trine. No other understood his condition better than he. So he 
tells us in plain language what Ananias told him to do, "and now 
why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on his name" (Acts 22:16). 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC FOR WORSHIP, YES OR NO? 
In outlining tlte various acts and order of worship in the assem

bly of the Church, the Word is quite explicit, both by direct in
struction and example. Space wiU not permit us to cover all the 
details, but we will list enough to bring out our point. 

In the case of the Lord's Supper, we are told what elements 
to use, what they represent (Matt. 26:26-69), what our attitude 
should be (1 Cor. 11:17-34) and by example or practice, on which 
day of the week it should be observed (Acts 20:7). 

While we are not told how much we should give, we are told 
to give as we have been prospered (1 Cor. 16:2), let not our left 
hand know what the right hand doeth (Matt. 6:3), and give not 
of necessity but cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7). 

Much is included about prayer. We are to pray with the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 14:15), pray for all men (1 Tim . .2:1) and pray with 
~lianksgiving (Phil. 4:6). The Lord Himself gave us an example 
m Matt. 6:9-15. 

Preaching is another part of our worship, and the Lord gave 
us the basis for all preaching and teaching in the great Commission 
(Mark 16:15). Paul told the Corinthians that he was sent to preach 

185 



the gospel (1 Cor. 1:17) and said that he dctennincd to know 
nothing among you but Jesus Christ and Him crucified ( 1 Cor. 2:2). 
He instructed Timothy to preach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2-4). 

The Lord also has told us to sing-sph·itual songs, making 
melody in our hearts unto the Lord ( Epli. 5:19) with grace in our 
hearts unto God (Col. 3:16) and with the spirit and understand
ing (1 Cor. 14:15). 

In several instances in the Old Testament, even in the dedi
cation of the temple, musical instruments were used along with 
the singers (2 Chron. 5:13, 14) in offering praise to Jehovah God, 
and we have no reason to believe that this was displeasing to God. 
However, in all tho detailed instructions and examples given to 
the church in the New Testament, including those mentioneil above, 
nothing is said either directly or by example about the use of an 
instrument when the church meets to worship. Now was this an 
oversight on the part of God, or did He in His wisdom and knowl
edge intentionally omit it in order that the instrument not become 
a part of our worship? If He had wanted it used, surely He could 
and would have saia so somewhere in His instructions and examples 
in the New Testament just as He did in the Old Testament. He 
gave us instructions to sing and since tllis can be done without the 
use of an instrument, this must be the way He wants it 

Since then the instrument is not mentioned as a part of the 
detailed instructions for our acts and patterns of worship, since 
it is not necessary for spiritual singing, it must have been intro
duced· by man's own will and choosing-therefore, the use of it 
in our worship is wrong. 

If it is used in tl1e home or in some other group where tl1e 
church is not meeting specifically as a body for worship, tilis is 
another matter. There is nothing wrong witi1 eating, but Paul told 
the Corinthians to eat at home and not bring their food into ti1e 
assembly as a part of their worship (1 Cor. 11:20-22). 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC ETC 
Every time I tilink about tl1e question of instmmental music 

in the church, it reminds me of anotller issue that has helped divide 
the church, namely, tl1e question of one cup or many for the Lord's 
Supper. A story I remember about the latter issue is of a church 

. that had divided over the question of cups, and in ti1e process fired 
the preacher. In searching for a new man to fill their pulpit they 
called a young college "preacher boy." When he arrived for his 
first sermon a deacon cornered him before he could get out of his 
car and popped the question, "Do you believe in one cup or many?'' 
The ~oung preacher answered back with wisdom beyond his train
ing, 'What nave you got?'' 

Somehow I feel much ti1e same about tl1e question of instru
mental music in the church. It would seem that the church would 
be strengthened and unified if brethren were asking the question, 
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"What do you believe about Jesus of Nazareth?'' rather than "What 
do you believe about instrumental music?" It is somewhat ironic 
to me that the former question is asked as criteria for one's be
coming a part of the body of Christ, but not quite enough to keep 
Him in good standing. Too often one's belief concerning such 
questions as instrumental music is deemed to indicate hiS faith
lulness and brrowth, when personally I cannot see that it has any 
bearing whatsoever; quite to the contrary, I feel it adds to pride 
in the flesh-either being proud that you are "legal enough'' not 
to usc it, or proud that you arc "free enough" to use it. 

Obviously then the matter of instrumental music is one of opin· 
ion and personal c:onviction. I have worshipped and worked with 
folks who have instrumental music and folkS who do not. It is 
plain to sec that the use of the instrument or lack of it has nothing 
to do with the faithfulness of the members of these churches. There 
are many born again, loving, working, and faithful in both groups. 
Equally, there arc many unloving, faithless, and lazy memoers in 
both groups. 

Admittedly tllis article has presumed that the question of in
strumental music is a question of opinion. TI1e verse in Ephesians 
5,:19 has been used by many to justify only a cappella singing, but 
the Greek does not lend itself to such an interpretation exclusively. 
If it did, then would not those who sing harmony parts miss tlie 
mark, since the verse says to "make melody" to the Lord. 

The argument that the instrument is an aid to worship is used 
by some to exclude it entirely. If this is valid then our sound sys
tems, morning bulletins and songbooks must also go out with the 
instrwnent. The difficulty, of course, is that some brethren dislike 
the instrument, but deeply revere ''Great Songs of the Church," so 
they make their decision on the basis of their personal preferences. 

If each Christian would stop and think for himself, study the 
Word under the Spirit's dirt..>ctiou, and disassociate himself from the 
thoughts and pressures of so-called "brotherhood experts" from 
either camp, he would arrive at a personal conviction on instru
mental music, as well as many other matters of personal opinion, 
und more wonderfully would not try to make them binding on other 
believers. 

My personal conviction is that there arc times in worship when 
the instrument being played by one under God's direction can be 
a glorious worship and praise gathering. TI1ere are other times 
when the Spirit seems to declare just the blending of voices. In 
either case, the positive command is to sing, to praise God, to wor
shie Him. TI1ose who would spend all their time deciding how 

. to C:lo it don't leave much time for actually doing it. This is in no 
way to say thut God can be worshipped in a careless way, but 
rather to emphasize that God is more interested in the worshiper's 
meaning than his mechanics. 
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Alvin Hobby Livingstone, Zambia May 25. 

Yesterday Georgia and our daughter Anita stnrtcd a llC\V Bible 
dnss for wow.cn, to be taught each Tuesday afternoon at Synndazya 
Village about 16 miles northeast of here. Twentv .. five wOJt\en wtire 
pre!>eut for the first class. · 

One of the members of the church here, Mr. Kebby :Musoko
twane. has been chosen by President Kaunda to be a minister in 
his cabinet. So last night a going-away party \V:ts given here nt 
the church for the Musokotwanes. They will be moving to Lusaka 
in the near futtue. ' 

Since the Lester Brittell family will be going to tbe States in 
August, Lester is trying to mTange a pince for Elaine to live, before 
he leaves. 

Rcnn Stewart-Brown Cope Town. R.S.A. 7 Mny 18. 

Our church building is at last being extended. The members 
of the church are planning to do it nil themselves, and trust God 
to supply what we aro slill lacking in funds, walking by faith and 
not oy sight. 

Our weather has now set in with a vengeance. VVe are having 
plenty of rain up north, again having floods with many people home
Jess and some having lost their lives. 

The Colored work is still progressing in spite ol: disturbances 
and unrest. I cannot thank God enough for these Coloreds who 
are remaining steadfast and faithful. We earnestly need your 
l'.r{ty.ers fo~· tl1is great "~01:k in God's vineyard which stretches so 
far and wtde, and for w1lhng ones to go out and seck the lost. 

Donald R. Harris Salisbury, Rbodcsin May 31. 

We arc not quito complete with the concrete .floor on the new 
home, but should be finished soon. We are now awaiting some 
cement. 

We have lensed a small building about five blocks from the 
home, in the light induSJtrial area, and I have employed three young 
men to work on the stoves there. We have also perfected the means 
of rewiring the old solid plates and thus cut down repair costs to 
the consumer. We havo trouble keeping enough stoves and plates 
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for the current demand, PRAISE GOD. However, it will be a 
while before the new shop really shows u good profit, as we have 
had to buy more tools, work benches, etc. The business has been 
good, though, and we feel that after six months the shop will be 
pulling all its own weight and able to contribute liberally to the 
Children's Home and be completely clear of debt. We liave also 
through tlus means been able to speak to people in that area about 
Jesus Christ, and our young men will endeavor to reach others for 
Christ at every opportunity. I have witnessed them do so. 

Addie Brown Salisbury, Rhodesia 

We had a verx good flight back to Rhodesia. 
it. We l1ave been back just two weeks. 

May 23. 

I really enjoyed 

We had a real family reunion in Searcy. All of our children 
living in the States came, ns well as a number of grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. It was a mountain peak experience of 
mr life. My two sisters and their husbands were also there. The 
ladies of the church brought in all ,the food for the day, and what a 
spread it was! They wanted to do it. 

We all miss Dora so much. Kim has been doing a lot of the 
cooking but school started today so she can't do much outside her 
classes except her homework. How sad it is to sec a home without 
a mother. 

The political situation is not good at all now. We wonder how 
long missionaries can &tay and work. Many are praying. Thanks so 
much for your prayers. 

Shichlro Nakahara Shizuoka City, Japan May newsletter. 

As the summer approaches, we are getting things organized by 
having meetings from time to time, and some of the major matters 
relatea to our summer camp have been thoroughly discussed and 
are shaping up nicely.. Our Bible camp has two main objectives
one is to train our young people for better service, and the other 
to bring non·Christians into a fellowship \vith Christ and God. 
Most of the young people seem to be very hesitant about coming 
to church services on Sundays but not so much to camps, so a 
camp plays a very important role in ow· programs, and we must 
make it us meaningful as possible. 

In tl1~ early part of April, during the spring vacation, we had 
made a special effort on our own young people to have tltem bring 
their friends, providing a 3-day program for them by showing some 
of the Moody Science Films, presenting Bible messages and baving 
times for discussion. Everyone that was present seemed pleased with 
tl1e program. It \vas our first attempt we have ever made, and we 
must continue working on it in order for rt>sults to be realized. 
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Thomas W. llnrtle Cupc Town, R. S. A. ~lay 17. 

Since my last news report regarding my present health con
dition, due to carrying out the needed advice from the doctm· 
(resting, etc.) I am feeling much better hut still have to go easy. 
I have been focusing on a presonal work program over the past three 
weeks, ~ong individuals and families who arc happy to request 
this. We have also ot·ganized cottage meetinas, hut there is no 
question about it, we have the capable men wit~in the congregation 
where I labor, who are apt to teach, organize meetings, etc. so my 
going on personal work programs in no way will hinder the work 
in general going forward to the glory of Cod. 

Irene Allen Eagle River, Alaska May 10. 

Nex-t month we lose two military families which will diminish 
our number greatly. It seems our main ministry ~·ust now is to the 
neighborhood children who come to Sunday schoo and to the show
ing of religious flJms at night. 

Spring is in evidence now. Our snow is practically gone, 
though nearby mountains are still covered. Tree hmlo; are swelling 
nnd last week we saw the first robins of the season. 

Elaine Britten Livingstone, Znmbla March newsletter. 

Ba Agrina went with Ba Sarah and I to Mnknni to give the 
women a lesson on "Faith." Before going, the Lord gave me time 
to dublieatc the first 20 stencils for Genesis in Chitonga, and post 
them. There arc 27 more stencils ready, then I must t)llC the re
maining chaptcrs-22 through 50. Daily I thank God for you dcnr 
friend<~ who had a part in getting this d<.'Ctric typewriter which 
lightens the work so much. 

The Government is in the process of making Sinde into a 
Medical Clinic. Lester's house is being prepared for the Clinic, 
and my house will be for staff. The church has one of the build
ings for worship and Bible classes besides rooms for the preacher. 
We are so happy that Sinde will still be a blessing to many people. 

May God bless you in a special way for your many letters of 
encouragement; for your love, prayers and great part in spreadin~ 
His word. May He abundantly bless each of your labors. God 
keeps a record of those being saved and He will reward you. We 
deeply appreciate your h(!lping to make it possible for us to work 
in this part of the Lord's vineyard. J>lcase drop us a line when 
you have time-letters brighten the day! 

"Suffering doesn't create attitudes; it simply reveals tltem." Luke 6:45 

"Has ('.od trusted me with n test? Can I accept affiiction in tlte nttiludc of 

worship?" 
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Lilly D ale Church of Christ, Tell City, 
Indiana. 

We nrc in the midst of 0111' VBS. 
A high mark of 161 in attendance 
was reached tonight. 

We have had five new births so far 
in 1977 and ~cveral responses for 
prayer and rededication. 

Our revival will be August 3-10, 
with Bro. Francis Plaisanc:e of Abhe
viUc, Ln.= ~s evan&elist. Lilly Dale's 
"Homecoming Day will l)e Sunday, 
August 7. 

Many of our church folks will be 
attcndin~ Woodland Dible Camp this 
summer' n.~ campers, directors, coun
selors, cooks, handymen, etc. -Harry 
K. Coultas. 

Atlanta, Ca. Enclosin~ check for re
newal of my subsc:ription. Enjoy 
it ond its good help for these days. 
May Cod continue to bless all whoso 
efi'or ts ell'ect its ·puhlicaticm. -Emma 
Hargcsheimer 

COD'S WORD RADIO PROGRAM 
Snturday, 9:30-10:00 p.m. WFIA-FM 
(Dial 10.'3.9). B. D. Fields, spcnking. 
Bro. Friedley, singing. F'or inclusion 
nf announcement~ in the Louisville 
lUea, call B. D. Fields, 776-6379 with 
par ticulars to he announced. 

Cramer ami Hanover St. Church of 
Christ, Lexington, Ky. 

Frorn Cramer & Hanover comes 
from time to time a r eport on the 
work of Joe Goins. He L~ with O.!l·f. 
and his last letter came from India. 
Among oUter things, he reports: "A 
Nepali speaking brother and myself 
went on a "Gospel Trek" for a couple 
of days in some nearby mountain 
villages. \Vo were very encouraged 
hv the o/1enncss and n~ceptivity of 
the peop e. A p;rcnt majority of 

those with whom we spoke bought 
gospel packets. One member of a 
family who reads will often read 
aloud and Uw others will sit around 
and listen." 

One wns baptized at Cramer and 
II:mover on May 22. 

Cramer is to add on to its present 
facilities, in the ncar future, a large 
fellowship hall and additional class
ruoms. 

l3ro. Victor 13roaddltS, accompanied 
by llve young people, from S.C.C. 
left the week of June 5Ut em a mis
sion endeavor. T he young people 
will receive llrst hand experiences as 
they visit missionaries overseas. 

~ffiETINGS AHEAD 
Cherry Street: Juno 26-July 3 with 

Bro. Bennie J lill. 
Waterford: July 10-16 with Bro. How

ard 1'. Marsh. 
Fisherville Church of Christ, June 

20-26 with flro. Terry Morrison. 

Rungeland Church of Christ, Lou. Ky. 
Good responses are reported from 

"Words of Life" over WOR, the sta
tion recently added is New York. 
F.nrnest prayer is requested for its 
continuance. Oue letter concerned 
a Jewish woman who had accepted 
hy faith the Lamb of God, the en
during sacrillce for sin. 

Gallatin Church of Christ, Gollalin,Tn. 
One new birth is reported by the 

Gallatin bulletin on may 8, and an
other on May 18. Two others came 
for membership in tl1at congregation. 

Tell City, In. A good roporl of 
Brother Stan Broussard's meeting is 
given. There were three new hirths 
and the church W!L~ huilt up nne! 
strengthened. 

191 



WHAT WOULD HE SAY? 

If He should come today 
And .find my hands so full 

Of future plans, however fair, 
In which My Saviour has no share, 

What would He say? 

If He should come today 
And .find my love so cold, 

My faith so very weak and dim 
I had not even looked for Him, 

What would He say? 

If He should come today 
And .find I had not told 

One soul about my Heavenly Friend 
Whose blessings all my way attend, 

What would He say? 

If He should come today 
Would I be glad-quite glad? 

Remembering He had died for all 
And none, tlirough me, had heard His call, 

What would I say? -G. E. T. 

A PACKAGE OF SEEDS 

I paid a dime for a package of seeds 
And the clerk tossed them out with a flip. 
"We've got 'em assorted for every man's needs," 
He said with a smile on his lip. 
"Pansies and poppies and asters and peas! 
Ten cents a package, and pick as you please!" 

Now seeds are just dimes to the man in the store 
And dimes are the things that he needs; 
And I've been to buy them in seasons before, 
But have thought of them merely as seeds. 
But it flashed through my mind as I took them this time 
You have purchased a miracle here for a dime! 

You've a dime's worth of power no man can create 
You've a dimes worth of life in your hand! 
You've a dime's worth of mystery, destiny, fate, 
Which the wisest cannot understand. 
In this bright little package, now isn't it odd? 
You've a dime's worth of something known only to God! 

Author Unknown 
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E, l'nin~ Sc~siun 
i::JU- H:CO Singing 
li:OC- !>:00 The Christiau Home 

F RJI)AY 

Dny Se~siun 
!J:00-1 0:00 

J 0:00-10:20 
10:20- 1] :20 
J I :20-12:00 
12:00- I: 15 

1:30- 2:15 
2:30- 3: [.j 

Theme: Be rc Bene!~· 

Bible Exposition: Hum:ul' 
Fellowship Period 
Signs of the Tinws in the Church 
Prayl'r Time 
Lu nd1 Time 
Signs of the TiuH!S in the ~lid-East 
Signs of the Times in tho World 

Jo:venin~ Sc~sion 
7:30- H:OO Singing 
8:00- H:Oil :\rc You Read~? 

Bruce Chuwnin~ 

Chairman, C. V. Wilson 

Robert 13. Boyd 

john J'ound 

john Mcngclherg 
EtLrl Mullins 

A. J. Istre 

Hospitality Committee: C. \ ' . Wilson, 897-2831 Edward Stout, 2.'39-7871 

l 'lnnning Conunittcc: joo lllansc tt, Chm.; Fred Bowser, Victor Broaddus, Jim 
Emhrce, 13. D. Fields, LeRoy Friedley, Hobert Gill, Alvin ]~rico, Tom Rowe. 

Churches Scn ·ing Noon l\'lcals: 

TLTESDAY: Syl"ania, Ln\.range, Shawnee, Jeffersontown, jefferson Street, 
Snuth Luuiwillc, Fern C:ret:k. 

\VEI)XESDA Y: Kentucky t\\'Cnne, Ormsby Avenue, lli~hview, Buechel, Co:n 
munily, Utica, Hamburg. 

T il UIISDA \': Cherry Street, llfghlnnd, Sellersburg, lroquols, llcnryville, 
Waterford. 

Ffll DAY: FisbcrviiJc, Portland Avenue, Ralph Avenue, Rowan Street, Ea~t
vlcw, llnngeland, Eighteenth Street. 
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Excellent 

For 

Evange

listic 

Work 

Only 

10c 

.Jiow GOD 

FORGIVES 

H. H . BOJ.l. 

For 

An 

Effective 

Tract 

Ministry 

Only 

10c 

Order from WORD AND WOR K, 2518 Por tland Avo., louiaville Ku tucky 40212 


