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W.RH. 

HOW FAR SHOULD WE LEAN? 
. I have not spent many homs in a canoe. hut T q uickly lcanwcl 
that the person with the best sense of balance had to do a considerahlc 
amount of leaning to counterbalance some less-thoughtful ones who 
threatened to scuttle us. How far a person must lean to the right is 
in direct proportion to how far some other ones nre llH\lling ·to the lek 
And, in matte rs of church prac tices and emphasis of doctrine, the 
same task often confro nts us. 

For example, for many decades, the churches of Christ have b een 
k11own as those who "constantly stress wnrtcr baptism." This h ns 
been easy to nnswer: "There is so little teaching illong this line hy the 
dcnomina·tions. that we feC'I we need to constantly set it before all 
with whom we have anv contact." So, some ministe rs, elders, or con
gregations have the op.inion that every sermon should end wi-th ap
p ropriate nse of Acts 2:38. Another man who disagrees, is then 
tempted to avoid frequent use of it, not wishing to be thought of as 
one who "ltarpeth on a matter." (Prov. 17:9). Both views need to 
be tempered. 

Our recent Vlord and Work article on "Lukewarm Sinners" drew 
a hi't of fire from some \vho felt it was too narrow on radio evangel
ism. One might ask, "vVhy should we stoop to impugn another's 
doch·inc? Don't we; know that a lot of truth is being preachetl't' 
Yes, but rto me belief without obedience is n bit like courtship without 
marriage. lt is fine ns far as it goes, but the end is not yet Most 
of our older \V&W readers know that baptism is essential, but some 
newer ones might not know its place in their salva tion. And, though 
J lean away from preaching rthe ··Five steps of salvation,'' and spelling 
them out on my fingers, tha t docs not say that the st<'ps are ndll 
there! 

Some years ago there swept through the religious world an em
phasis upon the Jroly Spirit, inc luding llis mnnifcstHtions and gifts. 
Although scriptmes were there ( and 'had always been ) to bear out 
the ·teaching, many felt called upon to ·throw the ir weight to the right 
to counterbnlaucc this phenomenon. Actua lly, we who had nil-along 
be lieved in the per11-onnl , indwelling of tf1e Holy Spirit and the cril'ts 
appertaining, should have rejoiced that He was finding room to 9ivc 
in other hearts; and at least adopted a wai<t-and-see attitude as we 
watched for those unmistakable fruits of the Spir.i·t. 
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Today, many are leaning toward a more "open" fellowship ':"ith 
believers of any stripe, and feel tlu~! tl~e !'ames ~n the churcTi s~gn~ 
are not at all important. After all, I~ 1~11 t the s•g!}• b~t ~he .~aVIor. 
TI1is is a leaning away from the legalistic, formal, do-1t-nght stance 
that has brandeil a large se~ent of the Hestoration Movement. But, 
let us not lean away from what is known to he right, just to be unla
beled. In all fairness, tl1e label ought to tell it like it is. I am stil~ 
most th:tnkful to be a member of the bodv of Christ, the church of 
Christ. · 

In leaning away from our "pastor System," (which at least ne~ds 
to he re-examined in the light of scripture), many advocate a reJCC-

( tion of formality and ritualism. The desire is to get folks off the 
; bleachers, and into the game. And th<.>re is scripture for it. 1 Cor. 

14:26 reads: "What is it then, brethren? When yc come together, 
each one hatl1 a psalm, hath a. teaching, hath a revelation, hath o. 
ton~te, hath an interpretation. Let all tfiings be done unto edifying." 
To think that God can give an understanding of His WOI'd only to 
the minister or to the elders, is absurd. More Sltaring and interchange 
is needod in all of our congregations. But when that is said, we 
arc not to do away with the word '1le gave some to be preachers, 
some evangelists, some teachers." And the reading of Cod's holy 
word is surely a formal act (can you imagine an infom1al handling 
of Holy Writ?), and faithful praying has certainly fonnaliti<'s that 
we dare not omit. 

Our Churches and schools have stood distinctly on certain points 
of doottine thwt I do not want to give up. Some of these distint't 
beliefs are: The indwelling Holy Spirit, Salvation totally by gmce, 
the blessed hope of the coming of Jesus, the Millennium, the freedom 
of simple Christians, the autonomy of local congregations, the inspira
tion and sufficiency of the word of God, the place of baptism, weekly 
communion at the Lord's table, the acappella singing, etc. If we 
feel in our hearts that these tenets arc of Cod, then we ought never 
be tempted to lean away from them just because someone else may 
be over-emphasizing. 

Social morality in our day is going along as tl1ough there were no 
absolutes. Many in religious leaderShip have fallen into the same 
vague morass, as though it were impossible to find God's tmth. 
Wilen I was growing up there was a coined expression, "the church 
of your choice." This spawned the notion 'that the differences in 
beliefs and ways of service were unimportant. It has become like 
tl1osc days when there was no judge in Israel, hut each man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. As surely as this failed politicallv, 
in Israel, it is failing spirihtally in the church. We have a hcrit.'lge 
of faith, a legacy ortmth and experience in Christ that is a pearl of 
great price. Are we handing it to our children as pur<' and bright 
as when i,t was handed to us? As elders and ministers who are ex
amples to the flock, arc we holding dearly to the pattern st•t bt>forc 
us in God's holy word? What are tlte kido; learning from our actions? 
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DO YOU KNOW 

YOU1 RE SAVED? 

Cordon R. Linscott 

Last night I talked to Jim, across 3000 miles of America. We ( 
talked about Gladys, his wife of 43 years. She l.eft him one day re-
cently, and he didn't appear to he terribly upset about it; in fact, he 
was rather expecting it. For several weeks she had been dror.ping 
hints: "WJ1cn I'm gone ... " "You Know? Sometimes I just dont feel 
at home here." '1 feel in my heart that it would be far better for me 
to leave and be with Christ." The last time we talked with her, it 
was <the same thing; she talked about death as cnsualJy as if she were 
going to the store. For six years she Jived with cancer, and last year 
-it appeared to us who looked on-it was almost like a second honey-
moon, for her and Jim. 

"She wasn' t afraid to die," Jim told us later. "She had been de
livered from that old religion of works, where you never really know 
how you stand with the Lord." This t urned the conversation to J. C. 
Bunn, a pioneer preacher in the northwestern states who had himself 
gone to be with the Lord a few months earlier. Illinois was his home 
when he began preaching about the t urn of the century, but the Pa
cific Northwest was to oecome his "parish". I doubt ·that there is 
a single church of Christ in those states ( Mon~ana, Idaho, Washing
ton, and Orepon) where Jesse Bunn has not preached. My first ex
perience in ' protracted meetings" was under the tutelage of brother 
Bunn at BiJiings, Montana, for four weeks in the summer of 1941. 

''Do )'Ou remember the meeting brother Bunn held in Lewiston 
in 1952?'' Jim asked me. ''He shwted off by asking, 'How many of 
you know that you are saved?' Not many hands went up. I don't 
know what else he preached about those two weeks; I jus<t remember 
his i\sJ..ing, 'Do you know you"re saved?' " t recall his }Jointing out 
that the \VOrd know is found some forty times in First olm. 

WORKS AND FEAR 
Scvernl times during OUT conversation on t iH! telephone, Jim ex

pressed gratitude that he and Gladys had been set free from fear and 
salvation by works. What was he talking about? Why did he link 
fear to works? 

The principle of salvation by works is explained very briefly in 
Hom. 10:5: "For Moses wri,teth that ~the man that doeth the right
eousness which is of the law shall live thereby." "Moses ... says 
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that the man who perfectly obeys the law shall find life in it" 
(Phillips). "Perfectly obeys" is tl1c key thought. "For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is become 
guilty of all" (]as. 2:10). The book'> of Romans and Galatians expand 
.fllis thought and develop the ramifiC'.ttions of it. Since there is 
not even one person (apart from our blessed Lord) who has ever 
been perfectly obedient to God, it follows thrut salvation by works is 
no salvation at all. The person who is earnestly trying to improve 
the guality of his obedience has good reason to fe-ar; the best he can 
produce is "filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6). The obedience that saves is 
the obedience of Jesus: " ... through one act of lighteousness the free 
gift came unto all men to justification of life. For as through the 
one man's (Adam) disobedience the many were made sinners, even 
so through the obedencc of one (Jesus) shall the many be made right
eous" (Rom. 5:18, 19). "One act of righteousness"-there's our hopei! 
''My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
... dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the 
throne!" 

Fear has its roots in uncertainty. That is why my obedience 
brings me under bondage to fear. There is always a question: Have 
I done enough? Am I reallv well-pleasing in the sight of God? 
"When yc shall have done all the ·things that are commanil(!d you, say, 
We are unprofitable servants" ( Lk. 17:10). To the extent that I de
pend on my own obedience to make me acceptable to God, to that 
extent will I he unsure about my salvation-and to that extent will 
I be uneasy-fearful-about standing face to face before God in 
judgment. 

GRACE AND CERTAINTY 
Nowhere in the scriptures does God encourage doubt and fear. 

Quite to the contary! Consider the purpose of tfie entire epistle of 
1 Jolm: "These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life ... " ( 1 J n. 5:13). The person wno hopes to 
contribute something toward his salvation cannot have that certainty. 
Self-dependence (even in the smallest measure) does not honor God; 
in fact, it casts doubt on the sufficiency of His l?,rovision. Therefore, 
God "credits righteousness apart from workS' (Rom. 4:6 NIV). 
Works, whether good or bad, arc not entered into our account. 
Hom. 3:16 explains why: "For this cause it is of faith, that it may he 
according to grace; to the end that the promise may be sttre .. ," 

If my salvation is to be sure, it must be a free gift. If I do more 
than stretch out a grateful hand to receive i't, then grace is no more 
grace (Rom. 11:16); it may be a bargain, but it is not a gift. To 
those who simply believe God (as exemplified by Abraham and 
David in Rom. 4), salvation is granted as a gift-no strings attached. 
At this J10int, about 79.4% of my readers hit tl1e floor in protest: "Yes, 
but .. .' "What about ... ?" The most natural tendency in the 
world is the urge to justify ourselves. ~ly human nature is willing to 
concede that "Salvation l:ielongcth to Jehovah" provided that I "nave 
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to do something", be it howsoever insignificant. In some fashion T 
mu9l qualify to be eligible to receive tT1e gift. God says He is not 
going to share His glory with another. Salvation is His work, and 
He is going to do it all- and receive 'a ll the credit-or not at all. 

When the struggling is finally over and 1 am ready to leave my 
salvation totally in God's hands-based ?n His work at Calvary
! enter into a marvelous awareness of peace with God (Hom. 
5:1) . "Arise, my soul, arise! Shake off thy guilty fears! The 
blccdin~ sacrifice in thy behalf appears ... " [n response to tlw 
truth ot Charles Wesley's hymn, I sec myself standing firm and un
wavering on the grace of God-fully re lying on His unspeakable Gift: 
Where once there were fears nnd doubts, there is now abundance of 
assurance. "Much more . .. much more ... much more .. II" (Hom. 
5:9, 10, 15, 17). 

This is where Jim and Gladys found themselves during these past 
few years. This is why Jim could say that they had been delivered 
from fear and tbc bondage of trying to produce good works. This 
is why the reunion of the family was more celebration than .lamenta
tion. They know where she has gone, and they know the Way to go 
to meet her. 

What about you ? Do you know yon're s:lvccl? 

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 
Ernest E. Lyon 

THE WRATH OF GOD 

In spite of the fact that the book of Romans is about th<: gospel 
or good news, no book in the Bible tells about wmth in similar space 
a:; much as Romans. As [ pointed out in my last article rthis is nec
essary <to give the dark background to show up the light of the gospe l. 
\Ve must see that we need salvation in order to take advantage of the 
salvation God has provided for us. 

Homnns 1:18 starts oH the emphasis ou wrath in Homans with 
the statement that God's wrath "is (or "is being" ) revealed from hea
v<.\ll against all ungodliness and umighteousness of men." "The wrath 
of God" speaks of "God's personal emotion with regard to sin" 
(Vincent); in other words, it sp eaks of God's abhorrence and hatred 
of sin. God is holy and He loves you, so He hates sin for what it is 
and for what it does to you -separating you from the fellowship with 
God that He created you for. 
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TI1e specific aspects of sin that Paul here speaks of arc called 
"ungodliness" and "unrighteousness". "Ungodliness" speaks of a lack 
of reverence toward Goa, a direct disrogard of God, tl1e breaking of 
the "first table" of the ten commandments. "Unrighteousness" speaks 
of wickedness of conduct, wrong action toward others, much as is 
summed up in five through ten of the Ten Commandments. 

I have known a great may people who did not know the per
fection of God's hoJiness who vainly felt that their lives were so good 
that God couldn't keep from taking them to heaven. But I have 
never known even one of the most egotistical lleople to think that 
never in his life had he been wrong in thong 1t or action toward 
others. Yet this passage says that God's wrath is revealed from hea
ven against all unrighteousness and all ungodliness of men. If you 
admit one single wrong thought or one single wrong action into your 
life toward GOd or toward one of His created beings, then you need 
a Savior! It is that simple, though Paul does not stop with 'that sim
ple statement, as we pointed out in the last article; he pursues the 
subject of our needing a Savior for two whole chapters. · · , 

I would like now to make a change in my usual presentation and' 
let you see collected together the twelve times Paul uses the word' 
"wrath" in Romans. Read theln and tremble if you .nrc not ti Chris
tian. Read them and rejoice if you are already saved from the wrath 
of God by Christ, Who took that wrath for us on the Cross. 

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungod
liness and unrighteousness of men, who hinder the tmth in unright
eousness." ( 1: 18) 
· ''But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up for 

thyself wrath in ~?e day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
juagment of God. (2:5) 

"But unto them that are factious, and obey not the tmth, hut 
obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indignation, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that worketh evil, of the Jew first, 
and also of the Greek." (2:8, 9) 

"But if our wnightcousness eommendoth the rightl!OUsness of 
God, what shall we say? Is God unri~hteous who visitetl1 with wrath? 
(I speak after the manner of men.) ' ( 3:5) 

.. For the law worket:h wrath; but where there is no law, neither 
is there lmnsgression." ( 4:15) 

"Much more then, being now justified by His blood, shall we he 
saved from the wrath of God through Him." (5:9) 

"What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to make His pmwr 
known, endured with much long-suffering vessel~ of wrath fitted 
w1to destructionr' (9:22) 

"Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of 
God: for it is written, Vengcncc belongeth unto me; I will rec:ompense 
saith the Lord." ( 12:19) ' 

"For he is a minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he 
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is a minister of Cod, no avenger of wrath to him that docth evil." ( 13:4) 
"Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of 

the wrath, but also for conscience' sake.' ( 13:5) 
The wrath of Cod fell unmixed with grace on the Cross of 

Calvary, upon the Son of Cod, our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ That 
has happened no other place in the world, so flee there for safety. 
Come to the Lord jesus Christ; confess Him as both Lord and Savior 
aud He wiU gladly welcome you to the fellowship for which Cod 
created you. Be buried with Him through baptism unto death that 
like ns Christ was raised from the dead, so you also might rise to walk 
in newness of life (Roman 6:4). 

Jack Ulucs pruachos ut the Antioch Church, Frankfort, Ky. and teaches at the 
l'ortlund Chrh tian Schuol in Louisville. 

j ack Blaes 

"Aud the~c wonb, whkh I com- do tlut, and we'll continue to do that." 
mund thee this day shall he in thine :--1 inncsota h.w requires that all child
heart: and thou slu;lt teach them eli I- rcn attend school hclween their 7th 
igcutly uuto thy children ... " (Oeut. and 16th birthdays. Most of us live 
G:O, 7u). The ahuve quote may not in ~t ales with similar laws. All of us 
he "news" to the rc~ular readers of live under the Word whlch impelled 
Word and Work, hut it seems that the Hatanpaas to act as tl1ey did. 
mo~l of the judges of our land do nut llatanpaas spent 12 days in jail hc
rculiw that the rcspusibility for teac.:h- foro bein~ clcat<.-d of tho charge by 
iul! children of America - or of tho Cook County Judge Walter Egeland, 
\\lorJd, for that m.1ttcr- rests squure· who allowed the family's children to 
h upon the ~huulders of the parents follow a <·orrespondence cow·se of 
,;f the childreu. Once again the Word study at home supplied by the .Miletus 
of Cod cuts across the purposes nf Sudety in Suburban ~linueapoli.s. 
,ocialism in placing freedom and c..-on- The homt: ~tudy c..-our~c, used by 
~cyuent respuusihilit ) upon the indi- other studeuts, offers academic muter
' 'idual. Well now, <.:omes Christian ial equivalent to public schools but 
fundamentalists }acoh and Barbara is nbo interwoven with Christian phil
Hatunpna of Schroeder, Minnesota. u~o,>h)'. acc.-ording to Rev. David 
The state had chnrgcd the Hutanpnns llu mt·s, director of the sudety. 
with nc~lec:t uf thoh· two sons, Hick, • • o o o o 

lG, unci Eddie, 12, because the two The Associated Press reports that au 
l:oys ha,·e nut attended school as pro~ e~timated 10 million adult Americans 
,·ided hy the state. nrc problem drinkers or ak'Oholics, 

"Nc~lect? We're not nc~-:lcctinJ.t und drinking ma)' be blamed for as 
tllt·m,' stud ~ l r. Hutanpaa, "we're many as 205,000 deaths a year, fed
tcac:hing them at home, and they're era) health officials reported. The 
making good progress. The Lord sa.id risk of death from disease, accident or 
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violence is hvo to sb: times greater 
for the problem drinker than for the 
population at large according to the 
National Institute on Alchohol Abuse 
and Akoholism. According to the re
port, in addition to the 10 million 
adult problem drinkers, or 7 percent 
of all adults, an estimated 3.3 million 
youths a~ed 14 to 17 have drinking 
problems. In addition to the human 
wru.1e, the report estimates the finac
ial L'<lst to society_ for this problem to 
he nhout $43 billion in 1975 in lost 
production, medical bills, accidents 
and other expenses. 

Alcohol may be involved in up to 
one-third of all suicides, half of all 
murders, half to all traffic deaths and 
a fourth of all other accidental deaths. 
It is also the third leading cause of 
all birth defects involving mental re
tardation, and Is a contributor to num
erous other diseases. 

I quote from Kentu~ Issue of the 
Temperance League of Kentucky as 
it responds to tho above report: "What 
other product could bo involved in 
250,000 deaths per year and the ad
diction of over 10 million adults and 
3 million teenagers and be sanctioned 
and protected by the U. S. and State 
Government, advertised as being syn
onymous with the "good life" by its 
manufacturers, its use encouraged by 
social leaders, excused by the medicai 
Jl!Ofession, served in the homes of 
church members to their best friends, 
and consumed by millfons of Ameri
cans?" 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

"I om a Japanese girl." So begins 
the letter to the Far East Broadcasting 
Company, a Christian Radio station 
which brondca.qts Christ to the world. 
"My home is in northern Japan where 
sometimes I feel far far away from 
anyone who cares about me. Can 
you imagine my surprise to tune In to 
FEBC last niglit for the first time and 
hear that there is someone who cares 
- a God Who you say loves me? I 
have never heard anything like this 
in all my life. Is it really true? I 
cannot believe itl" 

''Tell me, please - can it be true? 
If it is, there must he more, much 
more, for me to know. I will listen 
to every minute of FEBC." And she 
signed, A very lonely girl. 
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Yes, lonely little girl, it most as
~"UTedly is true. He can save and 
dispel the midnight of your Jonllness. 
May you and mUlions of your Japan
esc hrothers and sisters find the light 
and "glory of His presence" so you 
will "never he lonely, he lonely again." 

0 0 0 0 0 

It may not be simple but we can't 
help but wish some of the poUtfcfans 
would look into this phflosophy ex
pounded in this quote from G. K. 
Chesterton: "If you have ten men 
and only nine liats, the solution is 
not to cut off one head; it is, rather, 
to make another hat." 

0 0 0 0 0 

And here is one we had better hide: 
"Politicians who gain votes by impos
ing price <.'Ontrols are always gone and 
forgotten by the time tne controls 
have <.Tented shortages." -J. Kesner 
Knhn. 

0 0 0 0 0 

THE EQUAL RIGHTS AGAIN, or 
yet. A churnctcristic tactic of the 
proponents of the Equal Rights A~ 
mendment is the denilil of the rights 
of their opponents. This is evident in 
one of tlieir major strategies, that of 
boycotting cities in states that hnve 
not ratified the amendment. An article 
in the Durham (N. C.) Morning Herald, 
by Associated Press, indicates that: 
"EllA forces targeted New Orleans, 
Miami, Chicago, Atlanta, St. Louis, 
Tuscon, Salt Lake City and Richmond 
- all cities in states that have not 
ratified the amendment. ERA sup
porters say their boycott has cost the 
cities' economies $60 million to $80 
million." 

And even more important than the 
immediate drain upon the economies 
of these cities is the revelation of who 
is behind this revolutionary maneuver. 
Associated Press reports: "Fifty-five 
organizations have formally joined the 
hoycott, including the Democratic Na
tional Committee, National Education 
Association, American Psychological As
sociation, United Auto Workers, Com
mon Cause, and League of Women 
(or shouldn't we say, people) Voters," 
To nome a few. Equal righl'i to these 
people means )'OU have the right to 
dn ns they wish, and you'd better do 
it. 



FHQ:\1 REVIVAL AND SUHVIVAL 
II ULI.ETii\ of Christian . Heritage 
Center Louisville: Quoted from U.S. 
i\ews 'and World Report: "Pres
ident Carter is charting what he 
views as thr most far-reaching reform 
of i\rnerican foreign policy since tho 
I $)50.~. His basic Rim: Build a new 
\\'orld O(dcr based on a U. S. commit
ment to moral ,-alues rather than nn 
' inordinate fc.rr of Communism.'" 
T his blrrcprinl wns further confirmed 
hy Prof. llrr.cz inski, National Security 

Advisor, when he snid: "It is our 
view that wo nrc now at a stage in 
history in which the United States 
has to undertake a creative process 
of building a new world system." 
Further, he says, "We want to engnge 
the Soviets in that co-opemtion on an 
cqunl and responsible basis." 

C learl)' Mr. Car ter has no inordin
ate fear of Communism. He has an 
inordinate desire to help ~larxist mur
ckrcrs tighten the ir holds on thoir 
ht•lplcss viclims. 

Cnrl Kitzmiller 

Can one who has married contrary to God's laws he forgiven without 
putting away the companion? 

Mnrringc• "contrary to Cod's bws" might include several things 
- the joini11g of believer nnd unbeliever, marriage of persons divorced 
without scriptural reason, multiple wives, homosexual "marriage'', or 
cve.n the !llfl i'J'ing~ of .thos,c tech~1ic~lly at libert y. to marry but '':i thout 
concern lor Goers wd l for the1r ltfe or lor thmgs honomhle 111 the 
sight of mankind. As a matter of being teehincnll ~' free to do so, a 
person might marry one hour nftcr the death of a companion, but in 
ordinary drcnmstnnces he or she cannot do so without much wrong 
influence, occasion for others to stu mble, and a possible inHic l'ion of 
emotional pain on others. The snmc answer would not necessari ly 
apply in all these cnses. I will suppose that the question has in view 
primarily lhose situations where divorce .is involved and one or both 
of tJ1e companions h ns not really been free to remarry. This is Ct'l'· 

tainly n problem of major p rop01tions in our world toclny. 

There is often a very renl difference between ins·b·ucting people 
in whnt God's word say~ nbout proper marriage initially and in in
structing how to remedy the situation after siu hns been committed 
and tJ1e problems exist. It docs not tnke n snge to know that Cod has 
intended for marringe to be n pure union of one mnn nnd one woman 
for life, -that believers must miu-ry believers, etc. There are dcfitritc, 
positive instructions for those who begiu early seeking. Cod's wny and 
who continue to walk in it. There is that which, on t:T1e basis of Cod's 
word, we cnu know to be holy, good, nnd pleasing to Him. By nil 
rncans we recommend early attention to whart is unquestionably right 
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Blessed nrc those young people who honor God and His word and 
from the beginning form hofy unions and walk in obedience. But 
when His laws have been tramfled, impurity and divorce is involved, 
the problems compounded, am the guilty want to repent, the answer 
is not always simple except to those "Monday moming quarterbacks" 
who do not have much more to do with the case than to sit in judg
ment, isolated from the practical complexities of the individual case. 

At least three principles have helped me to formulate what I be
lieve to be some solid ground on wltich to stand. First, marriage 
sins are pardonable. Secondly, while repenbmce often involves 
restitution, there are certainly cases when restitution is impossible. 
Thirdly, marriage is a union of such great strength that it tal<es pre
cedence over some other things. 

The "solution" offered by some well-meaning but mistaken Cluis-
. tian people is such that in a practical way many marriage sins be
come unpardonable. There is no honorable way out of all the dif
ficulties. Some of these people probably hesitate to evangelize among 
divorced people because there is no real belief in a practical way 
that they can be forgiven. Since our Lord has named only one sin 
as the unpardonable sin, there is manifestly something wrong with 
the position that leaves the sinner no real way out. ''Put away the 
companion wrongfully taken," goes the position, even though it often 
means renouncing a solemn vow, injustice to children born to the 
union, or a virtual sentence of one or both persons to a life of great 
pain. Before we "bind hen., burdens and glievous to be home and 
lay them on men's shoulders' we should be careful that such, indeed, 
is the only possible answer and that it is from God. We want to be 
careful that in pursuit or the technicalities we do not leave undone 
the great issues of "justice, and mercy, and faith." 

Now tllis preacher is not "soft" on divorce. He is probably 
much more restrictive about those for whom he will perform a mar
riage ceremony than most. He has had his share of tongue lashings 
and enmirties because of efforts to prevent improper marriages. But 
when the deed is done, it is somewhat like murder or some other sin. 
We would certainly do what we could to prevent someone for killing, 
pointing out in plain wordo; the wmth of God on such a thing and try
ing to set forth the awful consequences of such a deed. However, 
wlien the deed is done, it is not a mark of spiritual understanding to 
make repentance a virtual impossiblility. ' 

Marriage sins can be forgiven. Those who in obedient faith in 
Christ genuinely repent will llave forgiveness. Now let's emphasize 
the nee(! for genuineness in the mater. Titere are, of course, those 
who want to play games with God in such things. This cannot be. 
The things we propose here arc not for those who are tryin~ to figure 
out a way to put one over on God. "Titat's just the point, ' someone 
says; "genuine repentance demands restitution, and there can be no 
genuine repentance while that one goes on living \vith the 'stolen' 
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companion." And, of course, it is true that restitution is often a 
mark of true repentance. There are sins, however, which we commit 
for which restitution cannot be made, and some for which there can 
be no restitution in kind. In some cases the wrong can never be un
done. Is murder unpardonable because the murderer cannot restore 
life? If a man steals a million dollars and squanders it, does forgive
ness awai't his complete rer>ayment of the debt? Or is not the desire 
in the heart to remedy what can be remedied the real essence of 
rt•stitution? A stolen car can be returned, but a stolen companion 
might not even be wanted back. Moreover, there is a union con
summated in marriage that docs not happen when a man takes a car. 
Those who see a wrong marriage simply in terms of restoring a stolen 
itm1 fail to look at some of the otlicr weighty issues. Repentance 
takes place in the heart and can take place even when the person does 
not know how to go about straightening up the mess he is in. Re
pentance is not necessarily absent because a person is trying to dis
cern between what is the wi11 of God and what someone declares to 
be the will of God. 

A union occurs in marriage, even the wrong ones, which cannot 
be ignored (Consider 1 Cor. 6:16). Tins is a matter of such import
ance, a relationship of such strength, that it takes precedence over 
some other matters. For example, Christians are taught to marry 
Christians ( 1 Cor. 7: 39; 2 Cor. 6: 14). This is not a mere recom
mendation. Disregard of this requirement is sin. (The fact man}' 
Christians do not put much importance on it does not alter what God 
has said!) But if the sin has been committed and the union formed, 
repentance does not require breaking up the marriage, as can be seen 
in 1 Cor. 7:12-14. The discussion of marriage by the apostle Paul 
gives us some reason for believing that the adultery of n wrong mar
riage is n one-time sin and that the union thougli wrongfully made 
is nevertheless binding once it is made. If this be so, then the phrase, 
"living in adultry" is often misused. This does not minimize the sin, 
but docs put things in a different perspective. Moreover, the uncon
ditional rule that the marriage wrongfully begun must be broken up 
does not consider that this may require grave injustice and wrongs 
of another sort. In these matters we are not always given the choice 
between absolute good and absolute evil. In some cases we must 
choose the lesser of two evils, m· rather we must choose to be obedient 
to a hlghcr principle which releases us from the other obligation. As 
an example, a wife is told by her husband to do that whicli would be 
disobedience to the Lord. The higher principle of obeying God first 
releases her from the lesser obligation. Let's recognize that not 
t:vcryonc who has become involveCl in a wrong marriage and who 
now wants to change is dishonestly trying to end up "having his cake 
and eating it too". Is there not the possibility tbat he may be hon
estly concerned with his responsibility to another, with vows that 
were made, and with the effects on the lives of the child1·en. I, fm· 
one, am not certain that he is not being govemed by hlgher principles 
than the one who says: 'Tm getting out regardless of who gets hurt." 

44 



Perhaps a part of our problem i11 dealing with these matte rs is 
a philosophy wf1ich says that a pe rson who commits a si 11 of this sort 
ought to suffer for bis wrong. We suppose that unless ~1e h as to ~ut 
away the companion he will not su tler cnougb or will be gettiJlf
•.•w:ty with somcthi.ng . . We should remembc.r that it i~ ·~ot our ~u -
Jermg that atones for sm, however, but that 1t was Chnst s suffcrmg. 
And there arc those cases where putting lhe com1>anion away would 
be the easy way oul'. We cannot det<~rmiue real rep entance on the 
basis of what is easiest or what is hardest. 

113 N. 6th St., Oakdale, La. 71463 

Reflections On The 
Restoration Movement 

LatTy Miles 

The Union of Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone and the 
Lunenburg Letters: 1830-1837 

Alexander Cnmpbcll and the o ther pioneer preachers that wo 
have been writing about were good men, but we must be sure th at 
wo understand our true relationship to them. Alexander Campbell 
is not our God nor is he our Savior. Also he did not re-establish the 
Church. The Church of C hrist has been and always will he present 
on the earth '' till the Lord re turns for his own." \Ve have trieu to 
show how he nnd other godly men d ecUcated to the Word of God led 
men to seek after the 'Vhole counsel of God and organize churches 
after t he New Tc~tamcut pattern. But it was the Lonl Jesus that 
established the Church ( Matthew 16:18) . llc was the one who 
purchased the Church with tho blood that was shed on tho cruel 
cross of Calvary (H ebrews 9:14; Titus 2:13-14) . Jesus is the bead of 
the Church today and it is in the Word of God, that we, as simple 
New Testament Christians, go to seek the teachings of Cod c.-oncemiug 
The Ancient Order of Things. Alexander Campbell was a mere man, 
one who pointed men to the Savior and to the Book. May we ever 
take his example and preach the Everlasting Gospel to a lost and 
dying world. 

As we said in a previous al'ticle, the decade of the 1H20's brougl1t 
great strides for tbe work of restoration in this land. There were 
those a ll over America w ho were preaching New Testament Chris
tianity. Concerning this, James D cFon cst Murch had this to say 
in Christians Only, 

In a marvelous way, Cod raised up a people to llis name in many places 
tJuoughout America prior to 1830. Without consultation with or prior 
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knowledge of each other, men had been led by tho Holy Spirit to abandon 
human dogmas and traditions and turn to tho Bible as their only rule of 
fuitb and practice. A remarkable similarity in the views of these people was 
evident, and usually when they confronted one another, they came to 
<:ommon ground anil gladly worked together to further the Kingdom of 
God. 

Let us truly work together to spread the teachings of the Lord of 
Glory. 

The two main groups present in 1830 were those "led" by 
Alexander Campbell and those "led" by Barton W. Stone. They 
were strongest in Kentucky. Murch says that each group numbered 
eight to ten thousand. Thus it was to oe in Kentucky that the 
infonnal union was to take shape. The area was to be around 
Georgetown, Kentucky. John T. Johnson was the minister for the 
Great Crossings Church (Campbell Movement), and Barton W. 
Stone was the minister to the Christian Church in Georgetown. They 
decided to combine their efforts and work for unity. The Christian 
Churc:h (Stone Movement) was dedicating a new meeting-house on 
October 16, 1831. This event brought about brethren Irom both 
groups. The two main speakers that day were to be Barton W. 
Stone and "Racoon·· John Smith. Smith showed that the Bible 
tau~t Christian unHy. John Augus,tus Williams, in liis Life of 1o1m 
Smith, cited Smith as saying, , 

God has but one people on earth. He has given them but one Book 
and therein exhorts and t'Ommands them to he one family. A union such 
as we plead for- a union of God's people on that one Book -must, then 
be practicahle. Every Christian desires to stand completely in the whole 
will of God. The prayer of the Savior, and the whole tenor of his teach
ings, clearly show that it is in God's will that his Children should be united. 

Later in the same meeting, "Racoon" John Smith spoke these words, 
Let us, then, my brethren, be no longer Campbellites, or Stoneites, 

New Lights or Old Lights, or any other kind of lights, but let us <:ome to 
the Bible, and to the Bible alone, as the only book in the world that can 
give us all the light that we need. 

Conccming tllis informal union, Barton \V. Stone wrote these 
words in the Christian Messenger, 

. . . they were united by no written compact, no ru.sociation, no t'Onven
tional constitution ... They were free to think for themselves without the 
dictation of ghostly bishops ... were drawn together by the spirit of truth 
as taught by our common Lord und expressed hy us, the subjects of his 
kingdom. 

Alexandm· Campbell, writing in tl1c Millenia[ Harbinger, hall 
this to say about the happenings in Lexington, Kentucky, 

These brethren need not to be told that to convert persons is not merely 
to baptize them, to loose them and let them go; nor to give them the name 
Christians, and induce them to protest against human leaders and human 
creeds, and to extol the ~-uffleicncy of the inspired writings; but to "turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an iiilieritanc.'C amongst the~ that 
arc sanctified - to teach them to observe and do all that the Lord has 
commanded". 
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·· Wc·would like to deal briefly wit,lt an event that too~ pl:tcc ~n 
1837. The guestion that Alexander Campbell wrestled Wltli 1s shll 
being wrestled today. It is the fate of the unimmersed. Murch 
gives us this account in Christians Only, 

Campbell felt that the fate of tile unimmcrsed was in the hands of God; 
that it is not ours to judge whether or not tbey will be saved; but tbat if 
tho testimony of RestoratiPn wus to he pure and undefiled, tho uninnuersed 
must not be admitted to local congregations "after the New Testament 
Pattern". 

We would like to print the text of a lott(~r Alexander Campbell 
received in 1837 on this subject. It is called, "Any Christians 
Among Protestant Parties." It is also known as the Lwtenburg 
Letter. 

ANY CHIUSTIAI'\S MIONG l'ROTESTANT PARTIES 
Lunenburg, Virginia, july S, Hi37 

Dear Brother Campbell - I was much surprised today, \Vhilc rcadin~ the 
Harbinger, to see that you recognize tho Protestant Parties as Chnstinn. 
You say, you "find in all Protestant parties Christians." 
Dear brother, my surprise and ardent desire to do what is ·right prompt me 
to write to you at tliis time. 1 feel well aslo"W'ed, from the estimate you 
place on the fcmtile character, you will attend to my feeble questions in 
search of knowledge. 

Will you he so goud as to let me knuw how anyone becomes a Christian? 
What act of yours gave you the nama of Christian? At -what time had 
I>aul the name of Chril>t called on him? Is it not through· this name wu 
obtain eternal life? Does the name of Christ or Christian belong to any 
hut those who believe the gospel, repent, and arc buried· by bapth1n into 
the death of Christ? 

In his reply to this good sister, Campbell was giving his personal 
opinion. But remember, he always drew a line between his own 
opinions and the clear teachings of the Word of God. We give you 
here some of his comments concerning the Lunenburg Letter. 

In repy to this conscientious sister, I observe, that if there be no Chris
tians in the Protestant sects, U1crc are certainly none among the Homanlsts, 
none among the Jews, Turks, Pagans; and therefore no Christian~ in the 
world ex(:cpt ourselves, or such of us who keep or strive to keep, all 
the commandments of Jesus. Therefore, for many centuries there has 
been no church of Christ, no Clu-istians in the World; and the promise.~ 
concerning the everlasting kingdom of the Messiah have failed, and the 
gates of hell have prevailed against his church! This carmot be; there· 
fore there are Christians among the sects. 

But who is a Christian? I nnswer, Every one that believes in his 
heart that Jesus of Nazareth is tbc Messiah, the Son of God; repents of 
his sins, and obeys !tim in all Ulings according to the measure of knowledge 
of !tis will. 

Let us remember that Alexander Campbell was speaking those 
things which he personally believed. Let us alwavs he willing to 
search the Scriptures to see if these things be true~ We hope that 
these writings are a help to you in understanding oua· common 
heritage. Until next time, MAHANATHAI 
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BUT I DON1T FEEL LIKE 

PRAYING 

Alex V. Wilson 

A big problem in Clui stinn living is dryness. We know what 
we ought to do, but we don't feel like doing it. Our duty is plain, 
but there is no desire to perform it. 

We may experienC{' this in many areas: "I ought to study the 
Bible more ... or visit that lonely person . . . or write that letter of 
apology ... ot· tell my office-mate nbout the Lord . . . or keep my 
body in bellter condition .. . or attend church regularly, but I don t 
really want to, deep down inside. So even if I go ahead and do it, 
it wouldn't be sincere. I'd just be n hypocrite, wouldn't I?" 

But perhaps this struggle bt:lwecn duty and desire, discipline 
and delight, is e.\.-perienced regarding prayer more than anything else. 
Most of us should spend more time praying than we do, and we know 
it . But too often we don't feel like pmying, so we shirk it. How 
can we overcome our dryness? I low can we become victors over our 
feelings, rather than victims of them? llere arc some practical sug
gestions. (They apply to other duties too, not prayer only. ) 

WHAT TO DO 

l. Pray anyway, whether you feel like it or not. We don't scud 
uur children to school only on -those days that they want to go. And 
we don't go to our jobs only when we feel like it. So why sliould we 
offer our God any less honor nod obedience than we offer our boss at 
work? 

In pmyer we should not only ask for blessings, but offer wor
ship. Our moods may change, but Christ's worthiness doesn't. He 
deserves our praise and adoration just as much on those days when 
we have the spiritual blahs as H e does when we feel bubbling over 
and ecstatic. Reb. 13:15 tells us to "offer up a sacrifice of praise 
to God continually." At those limes when worship wells up spon
taneously and overflowingly h-om our hearts, praise is not much of a 
saerifice- it's so easy! But when we have the blahs, we must sacri
fice our wants to offer our Lord tl1e praise He wants, and deserves. 

\Vben we don't want to pray, we arc in dangerous condition of 
hc:ut, and m:cd p rayer more than ever. So, as someone said, "Prav 
bat·dest when it's hardest to pray." H ere is another saying that has 
been challenging to me: 
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I 

lo-

1 

Pray when you feel like it; 
pray when you don't feel like it; 
pray until you feel like it. 

2. Tell God how you feel. This avoids hypocrisy, and nullifies 
the excuse people sometimes make, "1£ I pray wnen I don't feel like 
it, I'm only pretending- and that's worse than not praying!" But 
you do not have to pretend. Go to God and say, "Oh Lord, I ou2bt 
to pray now, so here I am. But I don't want to be here. I'd ratlier 
be watching t-v, or talking with my friends, or doing anything else 
than praying. My hoart is cold, and empty of desire. But You 
want me to pray, and You deserve my praise, so I am calling on Your 
Name. Help me in my praying." 

Of course our Father already knows our hearts before we tell 
Him, so He won't be shocked at the information! And it may be that 
a prayer that ascends from a heart as ~ as dust-and-ashes brings 
brreat pleasure to Him. He realizes such praying is costly, therefore 
precious. 

This whole matter of duty-versus-desire is a deep question. It 
appears in various forms. Two young hoodlums and dlunkards in 
Scotland were converted. Thirty years later they met again and 
shared their experiences as Christians. One testified, "I'm still going 
on in the Christian life; and from the day of my conversion until the 
present I've never once had any further desire fur a drink of wretched 
alcohol!" The other man replied, "I'm afraid I can't say that I just 
wish I could. There's never been a single day through all the rears 
that I haven't had the thirst for drink" Then he added qwckly, 
"But, thank God, I've never touched it from that day to this!" WhiCh 
man experienced the greater victory? It's hard to say, isn't it? Or 
again, a recently-converted teenage boy once told Frank Mullins Sr., 
"fm a better Christian than you. You don't cuss but you don't even 
want to. It's no battle for you. I do want to, but don't do it- so 
I'm better than you!" 

In the same way it might be said that praying when you don't 
want to is even better than wanting to. ADd yet, in the long run 
at least, it will be best and most Goa-honoring if we always want to 
pray and never want to cuss or get drunk! It is a grand thing to be 
able to say, "I cheat and lust and act grumpy or violent whenever I 
want to- but I never want to/" Yet we snail not have our wants 
and our wills perfected until we see our Lord face to face. Till then 
the battle continues. (Read the article, "Will and Emotions".) 

3. Confess your sins, if you need to, and thus receive cleansing 
for your guilty conscience (1 Jn. 1:9). It is highly possible that 
your dryness stems from a sense of guilt. Maybe you liave commit
ted specific sins, or maybe you know you are arguing with God over 
some matter. In such cases, dryness is a call to us to repent and con
fess our sins to God. Perhaps, depending on the situation, we should 
confess also to people, and make restitution as well. 
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But it needs to be said again, as we hhited curlier, that dryness 
is not always a sin nor the result of sin. It may be strictly physical
emotional, and due to such things as poor health, exhaustion, or the 
weather. So if we find ourselves feeling low, we should search our 
lives for sin. But if the Lord does not convict us of any specific sins 
when we ask Him to, or if our coldness remains oven after we do 
confess the sins we know about, then we need not feel guilty about 
olir coldness. Instead, we should try to get a good rest. 

· 4. Use Scripture to motivate yourself to pray. Normally we 
need not be the helpless victims of our moods. Though we cannot 
control our inner feelings totally by wili-J>Ower, yet we can influence 
them to some extent by directing our thoughts. For instance, when 
we are discouraged we can start counting our blessings. When f(•ar
ful, we can recall verses about the Lord's might and loving care. 

In the same way, when we don't feel prayful, we can turn to 
passages .lilce Rev. 4-5, where the hosts in heaven adore their Maker 
and the Lamb. Reading about that might mise our spiritual tcmper
a~ure a few degrees. Or we might turn to David's glowing testimony 
to God's goodriess in Psa. 34, anil respond to his invitation, "Oh mag
nify Jehovah With me, and let us e~alt his name t~gether." Oa· \Ve 
miJrht" find motivation from some of th~ big promises that the Lord 
mal:es about hearing and answering prayer. This i-; important, 
because if we c~n anchor our requests to some definite promise of 
God it gives us greater confidence in our intercessions. 

· ·.One of the greatest men of prayer in church history was George 
M_ueller of England. During the carl~' years of his Christian life he 
woUld start praying the first thing attm· arising from bed. But his 
mind often .wandered and he lacked expectancy in his petitions. 
Then he began reading Scaiptures before praying, and found this 
procedw·e greatly stren~cning his devotional life. The truths of 
the Bible fUrnished fuel for prayer, as it were. He fervantly recom
mended this practice in a pamphlet entitled Soul-Nourishment First. 

5. Take practical steps to help you pray. People differ, and 
what helps one person may hinder another. But some Christians 
pmy better (in private) walking around than they do kneeling with 
bowed head. The latter posture makes them very sleepy and they 
doze off. Some in their daily devotions kneel for a while and then 
walk around praying for a while. Of course God doesn't give us 
any· rules for posture (though kneeling may incline· us to he more 
reverent, in general) or say we must always pray with dosed eyes . 

. To keep their minds from wandering, some people recommend 
pratJing out loud during their devotions. This helps them concen
trate. 

A third practical S'tep may be to use a wayer-list. A pmyel'ful 
schoolteacher made out a list of four different individuals to inter
cede for every day ofthe month. But there were still others she was 
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burdened to pray for, and her list ffually reached eight prayer-targets 
daily per month - 240 persons she prayed for liy name! Oi:ber 
Christians use a weekly cycle: every Monday they pray especially for 
the lost, every Tuesday for governments and world-affairs, every 
Wednesday for the sick, every Thursday for missions, etc. Devise 
your own system and sec if it doesn't help you. 

6. Resist Satan. Prayer is spiritual warfare in which we must 
stand against the kingdom of darkness. But on that topic, the fol
lowing testimony of John Stott ("The Battle of the "Threshold") 
speaks clearly and forcefullx. Then Sidlow Baxter provides stimu
lating insights on emotional fidgetiness in his article, "Will and 
Emotions". 

To review, when I don't want to pray I should (1) pray anyway; 
( 2) tell God I don't want to; ( 3) examine myself for any sins that 
need confessing; ( 4) use Scripture to change my don't-want into a 
want; (5) take pradical steps; and (6) resist Satan. God ·help 
us to handle the blabs. 

THE BATTLE OF THE THRESHOLD 

(Adapted from a message to preachers by John R. W. Stott of Lon
don, England.) 

Dr. Andrew Bonar, the nineteeth century Scottish minister, 
wrote in his journal these words: "By the grace of God and the 
sb·ength. of His Holy Spirit I desire to lay down this rule: Not to 
speaiC to man until I h:we spoken to God; not to do anything with 
my hands until I have been upon my knees; not to read letters or 
papers until I have rend sometliing of the holy Scriptures. With me, 
every time of l"ayer, or almost evenJ time, begins wUh a confUct." 

I too have found that in prayer there is a great need to resist 
the Devil. Is this your experience-that when your prayer-time 
comes around, morning or evening or mid-day, a strange diSinclina
tion to pray descends upon you? I experience this again and again. 
I know I ought to stop what I am doing and begin to pray~ but 1 
don't want 'io. And a thousand and one innocent alternatives pre
sent themselves to my mind: there is another letter I simply must 
write before going to bed, there is another telephone call to make, 
there is another chapter in the book to read, and so on. 

Why is this? You see, it is completely illogical. We know very 
well that when we do truly have communion with God in prayer, 
it is the most deeply satisfying exJJerience that we ever have. When 
we penetrate into the prescnt.-e of God and our spirit is in communion 
witli Him, it is the greatc!>'t delight possible to man. I trust that 
each one of us can say that. Now if that is so, then the logic is, we 
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ought to want to pray. If this thing satisfies me niore than anyt}liJ!g 
cJse, I ought to want to do it. Instead of that, I do not want to do 
it. I feel disinclined to do it I do not know anything in my own 
experience that proves the warfare of the devil more evidently than 
thls strange phenomenon, that I don't want to do the thing thaU 
satisfies me most! 

I sometimes think about this pictorially: As I come to pray, God 
is there inviting me. He is in a garden, surrounded by a high stone 
wall. And there is a gate there, and I must pass through the gate 
into ·the garden, into God's presence. But outside the gate, with 
drawn sword the Devil standS, to oppose every inch of the way, to 
stop my getting through to God. 

The Devil knows much better than we do that the only way 
that we renew our strength is by waiting on the Lord. And he 
attacks our prayer-life more than anything else. Therefore before 
we get into the presence of God, lhere is very often this conflict 
Bonar mentioned, which I call "the hattie of the threshold". And 
brethren, too often we lose the battle of the threshold! For five 
or ten minutes it seems we cam10t get tlU'ough, we do not feel that 
we are in tlie presence of God, our spirit is downcast, and so we give 
up and go· on our way. The Devil has kept us from communion 
with God. 

N<>w how do we win the battle of the threshold? How do we 
~et through? No Scripture has helped me more than James 4:7-8. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Dmw near to God, 

and he will draw near to you." ~ly brethren, I humbly say to you 
that I have proved that verse again and again. I proved it this 
morning. I Iiad a spiritual battle in my hecfroom. I was assaulted 
by the Uevil, but took my stand upon tlus very verse and he fled. 
This is a definite promise of God. We must remember that the 
Devil seems to be much stronger than l1e really is. The Devil is a 
defeated enemy, and a great deal of his strength is bluff. We need 
to call his bluff, to resist ll:inl. For then he will flee, according to 
God's promise. 

It is a great thing to realize as we begin to pray that this dis~· 
inclination to pray is diabolical in its origin. The New Testnment 
writers arc so much more aware than we are of the spiritual con
flict in whiclt we are involved. I guess there are days that we go 
through when we never even thinJC about the Devil. And yet. we 
are told thnt these principalities and powers are what we are wrest
ling with. And oh, my brethren, they arc seeking to keep us from 
praying! Let us then take this promise, and as Scripture says, "by 
faith and patience inherit" it (~eb. 6:12). The way to inherit the 
promises of God is not only by fuith but also by patience. Sometimes 
we have to take hold of a promise and persevere, holding on to it 
until we inherit it. Hold on until the Devil flees. Titen, as James 
says, "Draw near to God and he will draw near to you." 
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WILL AND EMOTIONS 
J. Sidlow Baxter 

Most of us need to lift our prayer life from the tyranny of our 
moods. 

Let me give one illustration, a leaf out of my own diary. 
When I entered the ministry in 1928 I determined that I would 

be the most self-disciplined preacher in the history of the world. 
Talk about perfectionism! Talk about making plans for the day! 
They must have been a marvel to both angels and demons. 

But, just as the stars in their courses fought against Sisera long 
ago, so tlie stars in their courses seemed set on smashing my welf.. 
made plan'> to smithereens. Oh, I would start. You know, I'd rise 
at 5:30. TI1en an hour and a half of prayer and Bible reading. 
Half an hour for breakfast. Thirty minutes for a constitutional-to 
walk up to the woods, breathe deep and, when nobody was looking, 
run now and again-that's a constitutional. 

I had everything all planned out; it was wonderful. 
Now I won't take time telling you all the subtle subterfuges 

which Satan used to trip me up and trick me out of keeping my plans. 
But I found that with increasing adminl'!lTativc duties and responsi
bilities in the pastorate my plans were going haywire. My time for 
prayer was getting crowded out and my periods of study with the 
Bible were getting scarcer. 

That was bad enough, but it was worse when I began to get used 
to it: And then I began excusing myself. My prayer life became a 
case of sinning and repenting. Kvery time I got down to pray I had 
to start weeping and asking the Lord's forgiveness. I had to repent 
that I hadn t prayed more and ask Him to help me to do better in 
the future. All such things really take the pleasure out of praying! 

Then it all came to a crisis. At a certain time one morning I 
looked at my watch. According to my plan, for I was still bravely 
persevering, I was to withdraw for an hour of prayer. 

I looked at my watch and it said: "Time for prayer, Sid," But 
I looked at my desk and there was a miniature mountain of corre
spondence. And Conscience said, "You ought to answer those let
,ters." So, as we say in Scotland, I swithered. I vacilla,ted. Shall 
it be letters? Shall it be prayer? Shall it be letters? Prayer? 
Letters? Yes, no. Yes, no. And while I was swithering a velvety 
little voice began to speak in my inner consciousness: "Look here, 
Sid, what's all this bother? You know very well what you should do. 
The practical thing is to get those letters answered. You can't 
afford the time for prayer this morning. Get those letters answered." 

But I still swithered, and the voice began to reinforce what it 
had said. It said, "Look here, Sid, don't you think the Lord knows 
all the busy occupations which are taking your time? You're con
verted, you're born again, and you're in the ministry. People are 
crowding in; you're having conversions. Doesn't that show that God 
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is pleased with you? And even if you can't pray, don't worry too 
much about it. Look, Sid, you'd better face up to it. You're not one 
of the spiritual onesl" 

I don't want to use extravagant phrases, but if you had plunged 
a dagger into my bosom it couldn't nave hurt me more. "Sid, you 
are not one of tlie spiritual ones." 

I'm not the introspective type, but that morning I took a good 
look into Sidlow Baxter. And rfound tltat there was an area of me 
that did not want to pray. I had to admit it. It didn't want to pray. 
But I looked more closely and found that there was a part of me that 
did. The part t11rut didn't was the emotions, and the part that did 
was ·the intellect and the will. 

Suddenly I found myself asking Sidlow Baxter: "Are you going 
to let your will be dragged about by your changeful emotions?'' 
And I said to my Will: "Will, are you ready for prayer?'' And Will 
said, "Here I am, I'm ready." And I said, "Come on, Will, we will go." 

So Will and I set off to pray. But the minute we turned our 
footsteps to go and pray all my emotions began to talk: "We're not 
coming, were not coming, we're not coming." And I said to Will, "Will, 
can you stick it?" And Will said, "Yes, if you can." So Will and I, 
we dragged off those wretched emotions and we went to pray, and 
stayed an hour in prayer. 

If ~u had asked me afterwards, "Did you have a good time?" 
do you think I could have said yes? A good time? ~o, it was a 
figli·t all the way! 

What I would have done without the companionship of Will, I 
don't know. In tile middle of the most earnest intercessions I sud
denly found one of the principal emotions way out on the golf course, 
playing golf. And I had to run to the golf course and say, .. Come 
back." Arid a few minutes later I founCI another of the emotions; 
it traveled one and a half days in advance and it was in the pulpit 
!?.reaching a sennon I had not even yet prepared And I had to say, 
Come back." 

I certainly couldn't have said we had a good time. It was ex
hausting, but we did it. 

The next morning came. I looked at my watch and it was time. 
I said to WiJJ, "Come on, Will, it's time for rrayer." And all tltc 
emotions began to J?,Uil tile other way and I said, "Will, can you stick 
it?" And Will sru.Cl, "Yes, in fact I tllink I'm stronger after the 
struggle yesterday morning." So Will and I went in again. 

The same thing happened. RebeiJious, tumuHuous, unc:oopera
tive emotions. If you lind aked me, "Have you had a good time?" 
I would have had to tell you with tears, "No, the heavens were like 
brass. It was a job to concentrate. I had an awful time with the 
emotions." 

This went on for about two and a half weeks. But Will and I 
stuck it out. Then one mornin~ during that third week I looked at 
my watch and I said, "Will, its time for prayer. Are you ready?'' 
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And Will said, "Yes, I'm ready." 
And just as we were going in I heard one of my chief emotions 

say to the others. "Come on, fellows , there's no use wearing our
selves out; they'll go on whatever we do." 

That morning we didn't have any hilarious experience or wonder
ful visious with heavenly voices and mphtres. But ~Will and I wore able 
with less distraction to get on with praying. And that went on Jor 
another two or three weeks. In fact, Will and I had begun to forget 
the emotions. I would say, "\Vill, nrc vou ready for prayer?'' And 
Will rep lied, "Yes, I'm always ready." · 

T he point is this: the validity and the effectuality of prayer arc 
not determined or even affected by the subjective psychological con
dition of the one who prays. 'The thing that make's prayer valid and 
vital and moving and operative is ~My faith takes h old of Cod's truth." 

Brothers and sisters, soon now we shall b e meeting Him. \Vhen 
you meet Him , and I speak reverently, when you feel His arms n
round you, and when vou embrace ns well as adore Him, don't you 
want to be nblo to loo'k into that wonderful face and say, "Lord, at 
last I'm seeing face-to-face the One I have for years known heart 
to heart." 

W hy don't you resolve that from this time on you will be a 
praying Christian? You will never, never, nt•vcr regret it! Never! 
( TI1is article is from The Allicmce Witness.) 

ilt!lainnnrtt 11rssrngrr 
''Q~eat&t ~ jolz. QoJ" 

J. R. Stcwnrt-Brown Cope Town, South Africa December 1st 

We are having n hi~ r,ot together, for a ll the Churchrs in tho 
Cape, in the Hondcbascll l'own H all, on Sunday , D ecem ber 3rd. 
All races are welcome. 

T he first gathcrin~ of this kind was held in our fi ellvillc Chmch 
of Christ buildln~. v\ e arc expecting about 600 or more, aud we arc 
praying for Gods blessing on this gathering, as we feel it is very 
important, in these times of potential racial tension. 

News from Bro. 'vV. Short, JJulown)'o, nltoth.:sia: The work 
amongst the Africans is growing; a number of them have hct•n 
l>aptized, some 14 or more, and also a new congregation has been 
started. 

Praise God for th Lo; incrc•asc, what wond<·rful news. l n Rhoclcsin. 
amongst nil the upheaval, in that c:<>untry people are still seeking 
for God, seeking for au anchor to hold on, seeking fo r secmity, which 
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is only to be found in our Lord and Master; nothing else satisfies but 
Jesus. 

When I look and think back, how wonderfully God has blessed us 
through this year, and I can't but feel ashamed, having done so little 
for tlie Lo~ and taken so many things for granted, such as good 
health, etc., even the fresh air we breathe in every day. 

Georgia Hobbie Livingstone, Zambia December 1st 

Our da~s are sunny, hot and dry. It is past time for the rains to 
arrive, but the general rains have not done so. We had some good 
showers about two weeks ago. One Zambian Christian who is a 
farmer told us he had planted five bags of seed maize. What has 
happened to that? ThiS country has plenty of problems without a 
crop failure! The growing season is very short, at best. 

Last night we had a liotde party at Mitchell's house for the 
preacher stui::lents and their families and the teachers and families. 
There are five students, one Zambian teacher and one Zambian evan
gelist. Dennis, our son-in-law, has been the main teacher, but now we 
liave the new missionaries, tl1e Harrises, to help with the teaching, 
and Alvin will have a daily class there next year. 

This month, Alvin and I have visited some churches quite a dis
tance away, and Christians familles in between. 'Tite church which 
we visited 120 miles away is building a nice little house, which we 
have been giving some financial assistance to. 

I sure have a lot of children in Livingstone nowl With more 
than 300 that I taught all year, every time I walk to town, there are 
many to stoe and greet. It is not their custom to just say "Hi" and 
pass on. I should stop and shake hands and ask tllem how they are 
doing. 

Georgfn Hobby Livingstone, Zambia December 1. 

Today two young girls were baptized into Christ. We hope 
they will come to the girl's Bible class on Wednesday afternoon 
during these school holidays and grow "in the knowledge of God's 
word and service... Also 2 ladies were restored. At the afternoon 
prison service 2 more prisoners attended. Please pray for the lenders 
of Zambia who will &e chosen next week, that they will lead the 
country onward with freedom to preach Christ. Thank you. 

The HIUTises & Dollle GIU'l'ett Sa1isbury, Rhodesia December 5th 

We all have been so busy here, the new home is well under way, 
and the roof tiles will be put on this week. TI1is \viii get us under 
roof as the rainy season has started, so the sooner we get the roof 
on the better. Our five older boys have been helping paint as school 
is finished. They have painted all the cross pieces on the veranda 
roof space before the tiles go on. 

Please PRAY the Lord of the Harvest that he moves the hearts 
of just the right couple to be foster parents in the new home. It 
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would. not be wise for ones to bring chlldren as the work would con
flict with home life. The duties consist of raising these children to 
His glory. 'Vhere also would be time for religious instruction in the 
schools, which would be enjoyable. We find most of the children in 
the schools know very little about scriptures. These would also 
worship with multi-racial congregation here in Arcadia. 

Donald and myself went to the Monamat~a Hotel last night to 
receive the check from the Round Table 37, for the material put in 
the new home. Praise God! When God starts to work you do not 
stop Him. 

Thom~ W. Hartle Cape Town, South Mrica December 21st 

All schedules of ... organizing meetings with families, by past 
experiences, have proven it to be wise and have considered to start 
again, early in the New Year, Lord willing, when all· the excitement 
of the season is over. But still preaching and teachin~ on Tuesday 
evenings, in a home of the family where the work ori~ally started, 
with tlie small congregation I have been with, or assisting over the 
past many months, wliich they truly appreciate. 

But these many months have proved one of success, in view of 
the fact more meml>ers arc attending who have not been at service for 
a long time, more visitors are coming around and from other areas, 
plus attending the Bible study I was requested to conduct for them 
on Wednesday evenings. And also preaching and teaching at this 
congregation, namely Bokmakirrieon, "Sunday mornings and evenings. 
But, shall be, Lord willing, starting a new series of studies with them 
in the coming New Year, and sliall be very busy visiting families 
and members in that area tool 

But of course while I have decided to assist them more often than 
before, I could bo called upon to assist other local congregations at 
any time for to conduct a gospel campaign or otherwise, which has 
been my experience over tlic past 16 months. 

And we look forward for souls to respond in that area mentioned, 
because of their regular and interesting visits to the service and some 
of them even attending the Bible study tool In closing, pray and 
trust that the Lord's people through the world in lands near and far, 
for the joys and blessings ther. have enjoyed during the year of 1978, 
as in the words of David, 'they are too inumerable to mention" 
(Psalm 40:1-5), might be once again shared durin~ the year of 1979. 
And with these many, many blessings we have enjoyed, may it ever 
than before awaken our enthusi03m, dedication and commitment 
"to do greater things for God," in the reaching of the lost, in our wor
ship, in our every day life of example, to our brethren and friends, 
that in the end its outcome shall bring about great rejoicing to "Him 
that loved us and gave HIMSELF for us" and to ourselves, •• o o o be
cause the ONLY TIME WE HAVE IS NOW, TODAY!" 
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Robert Garrett Salisbury, Rhodesia January lOth 

. The New Years Day meeting at Harare was most rewarding. 
Attendance was larger tlian last year and the standard of work done 
by the children in the afternoon was much improved. They did 
better on the quizzes and memory vm·ses. A number of the children 
had lengthy passages both in Shoun and English. The first prize 
went to a girf who had memorized 56 verses in English. 

This has helped the chw·ch leaders to see the need for more and 
improved teaching in all the participating congregations so they hnv<~ 
nslCed me to give the Sunday school teachers some special instruction. 

Keep praying for this country. Persecution against Christians 
exists in some parts of this land. 

AT BILL AND BETTY'S 
DIFFICULT NEIGHBOR 

'We've always got on very well with om neighbors, so we were 
really sorry when ,fuc Stephens moved down to Devon, and their 
house was up for sale. I c:ouldn't help watching out of the window 
when couples came to look over it. l hoped so much that the people 
who bought it would be nice. . 

"I hope they have chilch·en," Pat said. "A girl about my age for 
a start." 

"We don't want any more g!rls around here," Paul said in disgust. 
"A c:ouplc of boys our age wouldn't be bad." 

"I hope the wife doesn't go out to work," I said. ''You never sec 
anything of neighbors who ao." 

"As long as the)' don't have a dog that yaps all day, I don't mind," 
Bill noted. He had been suffering an overdose of the poodle down 
the road." 

The Robertsons seemed to be a very pleasant couple. I took 
them round a cake the day they moved in, and they were most grate
ful. They hadn't got any children-hoys m· girls-and the)' aidn't 
seem to have a dog-only a Siamese cat that was rather haughty and 
stand-offish. 

We didn't sec much of them for the fit·st week or two, then one 
Saturday morning Mr. Robertson knocked at the door, and asked if 
he could have a word with Bill. 

For a minute I was afraid the children had been a nuisance, 
although he looked quite pleasant, and not as if he was nursing a 
grievance, or was fea up with bulls going over the hedge. 

"Won't you come in?" I said. "We've just finished bwakfast. 
I'm afraid we're often a bit late on Saturday mornings." 

"What docs he want?" Bill whispered, when I'd scttk'<l Mr. 
Hobertson in the si,tting room, and gone to fetch Bill. 

"He didn't say," I whispered back. "I don't think it's a com
plaint. He was too nice for that." 
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· I could hear Bill and our new neighbor talking in the sitting
room, and Bill sounded as if he wouldn't agree. I coul?n't thinlc 
what it was ~that Mr. Robertson wanted to do. I couldn t actually 
go out in the hall and listen, so I was full of curiousity when I heara 
Bill finally Jet him out of the front door. 

"It's a bit awkward," Bill said, coming out into the kitchen with 
his hands in his pockets. "He wants to talCe the hedge down between 
the two houses, and put up a rustic fence." 

"Whatever forr' I asked. "That hedge has been there for years 
and it's a very good screen." 

"That what 1 told him," Bill said. "But apparently they are very 
keen gardeners, and they say the hedge is taking all tlie goodness out 
of the soU." 

"He's right there," I said. "I gave up trying to grow anything in 
that bed months ago." 

"But I don't like the idea of a fence," BilJ said. "He onlx wants 
one about four foot high. We'd have no privacy at all, and the kids 
would always he chucKing ball over, and things like that. A fence 
needs attention too. It has to be creosoted, and they're always blow
ing down ifthere's a gale. At least a hedge only has to be cut about 
three times a year, and the rest of the time it looks after itself." 

"Was he nasty, Bill?" I said. 
"Very off-hand," Bill said. "He said he thought I was being a 

hit unreasonable, and ought to see his point of view." 
"Once the hedge is down there's no putting it up again," I said. 

"If we found it wa.'in't a very good idea, I mean." 
"He wants me .to pay half the cost of the fence too," BilJ said, 

"bearing in mind it's a party boundary." 
"How much would that cost?" I wanted to know. 
"Quite a bit," Bill said. "And monc;y is not all that flush at the 

moment. I don't need to tell you that. 
"I do hope he isn'.t going to be funny about it, Bill," I said. "I 

<:ouldn't bear to have ncighoor trouble, it's such a bad example for 
Christians. Especially wfien the Robertsons have only just moved . " m. 

"We won't let them be funny, Bet," Bill said. "We'll just go on 
being pleasant to them, and passing the time of day, even if they 
don't speak to us." 

The Robertsons were 'funny' for quite a while. Mrs. Robertson 
would pretend she hadn't seen me, if I passed her in town, and Mr. 
Hobertson would turn a deaf car if he was working in the ~en and 
Bill passed the time of day. I really did get a 6it mad with them. 
I felt it was they who were being unreasonable, not us, and there 
were times when I nearly told them so. 

"Live t\'t peace with everyone," Bill quoted fl'Om Romans 12:18, 
when I told him how I felt. 
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It's funny how Christianitx comes into every little part of your 
life, even an argument over the garden hedge. At least being a 
Christian teaches you lessons in self-control. 

I wonder if we are being pig-headed over the hedge, and we 
ought to agree to take it down after all? 
(Copyright Nows Extra, church magazine insert, Apploford, Berkshire, EngJwtd. 
Used by permission.) . 

SHOULD WE OR SHOULD WE NOT? 
Charles Kranz 

I am grieved, saddened, hurt, etc. when I hear from others and 
have fin.i: ftand knowled~e that the number of premillenial noninsrn
mental churches of Chrfst is diminishing. Further, the number in 
each of the remaining congregations generalJy is decreasing. In 
many instances we are losing our p<.'<>ple to denominations. 

You know why? It is because we are encoumging the confusers 
of religions by keeping silent and by fellowshipping and inviting or 
accepting invitations for joint p-ariicipation with those causing the 
confusion. See my article in the Oc:obcr 1978 Word and Work. I 
saw this coming 15 or 20 years ago and voiced my views to some. It 
will get worse unk>ss we stop it. If we took a census, I believe the 
readers of this article could collectively name 200 or so friends and 
relatives, particularly young people, who have "transferred" to denom
inations. How can we elepCcl people to see anything wrong with 
denominations when we keep sifent and have fellowship with them? 
And, I am certain we do not cry out against them and fellowship them 
at the same time. 

Because of the widespread disagreement with this matter, I would 
like to give ·the New Testament teaching on this without any c.'<>mment. 
The scriptures are clear. Of course, there is also widespread disagree
ment that baptism is by immersion for the forgiveness of sins to those 
that believe and repent; but, that does not damage the truth that 
that's what baptism is and is for. Most of the teaching ,today in books 
and on radio and television is just believe 1ight then and tliere where 
you are and you will be saved. When I hear that I won't even read 
their books or listen to them on radio or television. Why? In 99.44 y,, 
of the time they are wrong in most, if not all, other fundamentals. 

John 17:20-23: Neither for ·these only do I pray, ... that they 
may all be one; ... that they may be one, even as we are one; ... that 
they may be perfected into one; ... 

1 Corinthians 1:10: Now I bcse(.'Ch you, brothren, thl'Ough the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye alf speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected togeth
er in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

Acts 20:30: and from among your own selves shall men arise, 
sp"'llking perverse (wilfully wrong) ,things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. 
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Romans 16:17: Now I beseech you, brethren, mark tbem tbat are 
causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the 
doctrine wbich ye learned: and tum away from them. 

Galatians 1:8: But though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach unto you an}_' gospel Other than that whic~ we preached ~n~o 
you, let bim be anathema. (Paul then stresses this by repeating 1t m 
verse 9). 

1 Timothy 6:3-4: If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and 
consenteth not to sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is 
puffed up, knowing nothing, ... 

Titus 1:10, 11, and 14: For there are unruly men, vain talkers and 
deceivers ... whose mouths must be stopped; ... not giving heed to 
Jewish fables, and commandments of men who tum away from the 
truth. 

2 John 9-10: Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God: ... If any one cometh unto you, and 
bringetli not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give 
him no greeting. 

The answer to SHOULD WE OR SHOULD WE NOT? keep 
silent and have fellowsbip with denominations is clear! 

THE FIRST DIVINE INSTITUTION 
S. Lewis Johnson, Jr. 

I. THE OCCASION OF THE CREATION OF WOMAN 
The need of man (Gen. 2:18). Moses writes, 'Then the Lord 

God said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a 
helper suitable for him." It is rather surprising at first to notice that 
the creation of the woman is given in the context of ·the naming of the 
animals, but pc.rhaps the reasoning behind this is two-fold: ( 1) to 
show Adam his responsibilities to the animal creation, and then ( 2) to 
indicate to him that none of the animals, to whom be was related by 
physical ori~, was gualified to meet his need of mental and spiritual 
felJowship. Only a 6eing of the same type could do that. 

This is, so far as the record goes, tlie first time in the history of 
.: the world that God said anything was "not good". Even he1·c He does 

not disapprove of His work, but simply points to the incompleteness of 
the man. That is the force of the words, "It is not good for the man 
to be alone." There is no contradiction of the statement of 1:31 (is it 
written with 1:27 in mind?). 

The "Let us make" of chapter one now becomes the "I will make" 
of chapter two and, if our understanding of the nature of the plurality 
in the Godhead is correct, there is no difficulty in the differing expres
sions. Cf. 1:26. 

The woman is to be "a helper suitable for him" ( AV, "an help 
meet for him"), the idea being that of both fitness and correspond
ence. The idea is not that of inferiority, but of correspondence physi-
cally, mentally, and spiritually. · 
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The naming of the animals (Gen. 2:19-20). It is the opinion of 
many modem commentators that these verses imply that God made a 
number of unsuccessful attempts to create various types of creatures 
and, by passing them in review before man, to gain his approval of one 
of them as his helper. The experimentation, however, f.'liled, and so 
God was forced to do further work! The interpretation is ridiculous. 
It fails to take into account the kind of God presented in the opening 
chapters of the book, and it makes God out to be someone who did 
not understand as much as man understood, namely, that there was no 
animal that was a suitable helper for him. The text says that the 
animals were brought before him "to sec what he would call them." 

Man, then, monarch of all he surveys, names the animals that God 
brings before him. They had been formed before man's creation. 

The giving of names to the animals is the exercise of his power of 
dominion over them. Stigers points out that it was "a demonstration 
of ,the perceptive ability of a thinking, reasoning personality. The 
action of the naming of the animals demonstrates the capacity to rule, 
for it is indicative oi the capaci~ to discriminate, to evaluate, and to 
make decisions on the basis of facts and their significance, and it in
cluded the intuitive processes. Adam was no robot; he was a free 
agent making free decisions. As such, he was capable of undergoing 
tlic probation proposed to him." 

lt appears that the incident of the naming of the animals may well 
have been designed by God to arouse in Adam an awareness of his 
lack of a female partner, since the animals had them. Seeing the ani
mals would engender in him a desire for one. That view finds some 
confirmation in the last clause of verse 20, "but for Adam there was 
not found a helper suitable for him." He alone of the animate crea
tion is without another of his kind, a mate. 

Incidentally, this fact argues against evolution, as Morris has 
shown. ''TI1ero was clearlY. no kinsld]J in all}' manner between man 
and animals. None was hke him; none could provide fellowship or 
companionship for him. It is abundanti}' clear and cel"tain that he 
had not recently evolved from them! H the latter were true, and his 
body were stilT essentially an ape's body (or the body of whatever 
'hominid' form may have been Dis immediate progenitor), it seems 
strange that he could have found nothing in common \vith either par
ents or siblings. On this point, as on many others, the notion of 
human evolution confronts and contradicts the plain shMcments of 
Scripture." 
II. THE METHOD OF THE CREATION OF WOMAN 

The action of God (Gen. 2:21-22). The final clause of verse 
twenty should bave created a desire on the part of the reader to see 
wbat God would do, and that desire finds its answer in the folJowing 
remarkable statement, "So the Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the 
flesh at that place. And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the 
rib which He had taken from the man and brought her to the man" 
(vv. 21-.22). 
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"The account of the creation and formation of Eve is the despair 
of the theistic evolutionists," Morris points out, adding, "Even if one 
can bring himself to believe that man evolved from an apelike ancestor 
and -that this is what Scripture means when it says Adam was formed 
from the dust of the ground, there seems no way at all in which the 
account of Eve's unique mode of origin can be interpreted in an evolu
tionary context." 

The "deep sleep" is the rendering of a word that is usually found 
in a context of supernatural acts in its noun form ( cf. Gen. 15:12; Job 
4:13; 33:15). In its verbal form it is used of Jonah's weary sleep of 
exhaustion, as he sought to escare from the presence of the Lord ( c£. 
Jon. 1:5). The sleep was not the sleep of ecstasy, or of a hwnotic 
trance. It is difficult to equate it with a kind of divine anesthesia, 
although it is said thlllt Sir James Simpson, the inventor of the use of 
chloroform in anesthesia in 1847 in Edinburgh, got the idea of the use 
of anesthesia in sur~cal work from this cliapter. Did pain exist at 
this time nt all? Sin had not yet occurred. One thing we do know is 
that the action is a rather useful illustration of the formation of the 
church and its relation to its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. More con
cerning that will be said later. For the moment we shall just have to 
sax that the deer sleep was just that, a deep sleep. Cassuto may be 
right, "Actually, the matter is quite simple: we certainly could not pic
ture to ourselves, in a beautiful exalted narrative, an account of the 
removal of the rib from the body of a c:onscious person; the reaction to 
this operation would have destroyed the charm of the story, and would 
hnve introduced into it elcmtents unsuited to its purpose. The aot 
could not have been perfonned unless the man was unconscious, and 
to this end a deep sleep was cast upon him." 

There is, according to Leupold, "the most eminent fitness in this 
much ridiculed act." It suggests the unity of the race, making clear 
and logical the Scriptum! teaching on the full of man, with its doc
trines of sin and in1putation of sin, and redemption and in1putation of 
Iighteousness ( cf. Rom. 5:18-19). 'The true dignity and equality of 
the woman is established, for she was not macfe of nn inferior sub
stance. And, in fact, even rib is important, for its location suggests 
the relationship of the woman to her husband. One of the ancient 
cOmmentators, I think it was Chrysostom, said, "Let us remember that 
Cod did not take the woman from man's feet, to be h·ampled upon and 
enslaved; nor from his head that she should dominate him; out from 
his side, to be his companion; from beneath his arm, to receive his 
protection; and from near his hcal"t to have his love and affection." 

The word tsela (A V, "rib") usually means the side, but the usc of 
the plural here confirms the sense of rib, the man having a number of 
them. The last clause of verse twenty-one is to be rendered, "and He 
closed up its place with flesh," indicating that with the rib of Adam 
God had taken flesh attached to it. Thus, Eve was fonned from 
Adam's bone and flesh, just as he says later, "This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh" ( cf. v. 23). 

Then from the material of the man's body the Lord C'rt>d built 
(AV, "made"; NASB, "fashioned") the woman, the picture being that 
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of a skilled artisan fashioning the most comely of the creatures. 
The provision of a bride for Adam throug!l the deep sleep reminds 

us of the Last Adam, whose side was pierced during the "deep sleep of 
His atoning sufferings and death" and from whose side there came out 
"blood and water." But from these sufferin~ there came redemption 
and the bride, the Church of Jesus Christ, which has been united to 
Him forever. Thus, as Adam received his bride from his ''life", so the 
Last Adam has received His bride from the outpoured life on Calvary 
(cf. John 19:34-36; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rom. 7:1-6; Eph. 5:30, etc.). 

The final words of the section are very interesting. We read that 
the Lord God "brought her to the man" ( cf. v. 22). In this act we 
have vividly portrayed the institution of marriage. Von Rad has put 
it beautifully, "Now God himself, like a father of the bride, lends the 
woman to the man." This act of God marks out and stamps marriage 
as divinely willed, approved, and regulated. 

The initial stress rests upon the union of the two. "So the woman 
is presented wholly as his partner and counterpart; nothin~ is yet said 
of her as childbearer. Slie is valued for herself alone,' Kidner re
marks. 

The response of_ Adam (Gen. 2:23). There is a certain animation 
and excitement in the response of Adam, "This, at last, is bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh." The enthusiasm and joy of the man 
shine throu~h his words. Finally, there is a helper who corresponds 
to him in his thought. But Adam is not yet at ease with her, for he 
cannot yet address 'her as "you," or even "she". Three times with em
phas~. he ~efers to her a~ this one/ The sense of the statement sug
gests family propinquity ( cf. 29:14; Jud. 9:2; 2 Sam. 5:1; 19:12 [13j, 
13 [141; 1 Cbron. ll:1). Eve uniquely was bone of his bone and 
flesh of his flesh. 

The last statement, "She shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man," expresses Adam's feeling that Eve truly does 
correspond to him and is suitable for him. He sees her as worthy to 
be called by the same name as he. She at last meets the requirements 
of "a helper suitable for him." 

The word for "Man" in the twenty-third verse is is, not the word 
previously used, adam. The word for "Woman" is issa. AlthouJ!h 
the two words are traceable to different roots, they have a simufar 
sound in Hebrew, and thus, they provide a cleaver play on words 
marking the affinity between the man and his bride. just as in other 
places in the boOk, "analogy of expression points to analogy of 
thought." Joyous astonishment has been succeeded by perceptive 
analysis of her relation to himself. Kinship of sound is used to express 
kinship of being. 

The comment of Moses (Gen. 2:24). The words of verse twenty
four, "For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife; and ,they shall become one flesh," are not the 
the words of Adam, as if he were given a flash of phophetic insight 
into the future. He could hardly with propriety speak of a father and 
mother. Further, the words rendere~ "For this cause," are usually 
used in Genesi~ of remarks of the writer_ (exceptions are 20:6;A2:21). 
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The words are the parenthetical words of Moses ( cf. 10:9; 26:33; 
32:32). In a r<'markablc use of tbcm in Matthew 19:4-5 the Lord 
Jesus refers the words to Cod, thus indicating that the words of Mo~es 
in the Old T estament are the words of di!Jine revelation. Augustine 
crystallized the histor.ic Christian position on revelation and inspira
tion when he put into Co<.1's mouth t he words, "Indeed, 0 man, wba,t 
my Scripture says, 1 say." With this our Lord agrees. All Scripture 
is a declaration of God. 

"Th•y r1h11rnd 11f tltat God hid 

MHS. llUUY McREYNOLDS 

Funeral services for ~Irs. Ruby ~lcReynolds were held at 10:00 A. ~1. Wed
nesday December 13, in Hixson's Chapel wiU1 Herbert L. Ingalls officiating, 
as.\isted by J. ~Iiller Forcadc. lntermenl was iu Newlin Cemetery in Singer. 
ller son-ln-lnw, J. C. Reed, has written this tribute. 

On Dec~mhor .11 mr faithful ~·I year-uld mother-iu~luw died. liers had been 
a very frUitful life. She was blmd o.nd had suffered long, so we are thankful 
she is now at ro~t. All nino of her children are faithful to Christ. She did 
tJ1e barber work, hulf-soled the shoe~. baked tbe light broad, made most of 
tho clothes and scrubbed U1em on u rub hoard for her largo ft\mily. She had 
had four years of Latin in High School and Mlm never remembered asking her 
what a word meant, lmt what she eould toll her the meaning and spell it. AJI 
her children and children-in-law were at the funeral except ~lim and me; all 
20 grandchilclrcu, and two of her three ~-,rreat-grandchildren were there. Our 
~on telephoned Crofts nnd they brought tho death message out to us. \ .Ye aru 
grateful for all who prayed for her. 

GEORGE C. ALBUS 

On January 23, the Portland Avenue Church lost one of its elders in t110 
home-going of Hruther George C. Alhus. I lo had been ill for most of tho past 
year, and had hecn bedfast at ~laple :-. tanor Christian Home for Ulc last seven 
months. Funeral services were held On Janu,trv 20 with interment in Cave 
Hill Cemetery. ' ' 

Besides his elder~hip in the Portland COilj.,'l'cgalion, Bro. Alhus has been a 
momhcr of tho S. C. C. hoard from its boginniug, and also tho board of Portland 
Christian School. l lu also served as treasurer for Alex and £\u th Wilson Port-
land's missionaries to the Philippines. ' 

Portland hits already greatly missed tbe presence of the Albuses but wo 
join with Sister Lucy and son Jimmy ill lhcir waitinj.( for that great "~eeting in 
tho .~ir'' that will surely come for all of us, shortly. May tl1o Lord j esus support 
these bereaved ones, and all of us, with I lis sustaining gn~~:c. 

Pine Prairie, Ln. The church hero 
began work un a •1-room classroom 
addition to our building on August 
28th. Beginning with ~5000, the work 
has gone along with expenditures of 
$ L9,000. On Nov. 20, n special offer
ing was taken ($875.71) and tho ulu
minum siding was the only material 
they yet needed. 

- Jack Thompson 

- Robert Hcid 

Word und Work is thankful that some 
n~w wri~ers nrc bcit~g heard from 
wtlh ltrticlcs. \Vo sti ll invite news 
for this section of tJtc magazine, as 
News and Not<'s has lon(T been a 
favorite page. " 
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