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W.R.H. 

This month, we nrc pleased to present the first half of an nrtidc hy David Morsey, 
in this Family department of the Word and Work. This time ly nrticlc is copied 
from the February issue of Ilcrnld of His Coming. The coucluding portion will 
he published next month, Lord wiiJin.t:. - \V.R.ll. 

The Christian Family-A Stronghold In Today's Sinking Society 

Cod did not intend us to brin~ children into the world with even 
a 50/ 50 -chance of going to hell. There are principles that can be ap
plied to the home which will pretty well guarantee tho security of the 
children. And one docs not have to be a psychologist either to know 
or apply them. 

In lhe first place, we must s-ec the family unit as a citadel- a bul
wark against the forces of Satan. The Bible makes it very clear that 
we gather strength in togetherness. "\.Yhcre two or three arc gathered 
together in My nam<', there am I in the midst ... 1f two of you shall 
agree on earth ~'Is touching anything they shall ask, it shall 1be done for 
t.hcm of My Fathcr ,who is in heaven" (Matt.l8:20, 19). 

Crowing together in the Lord and standing together against Satan 
are the most important elements of the family life. 

Cod banks heavily on th" family unit. I t is the normal outgrowth 
of marriage. There arc, of course, a number of reasons why some 
couples do not have children, but generally speaking, Cod's purpose in 
marriage includes the development of a family. Children are very 
important to the spiritual growth of the parent. Children help to 
break down tho walls of self-ccntcredness, and force the parents into 
involvement with others. The raising of children demands self-sac
rifice and a wholesome practicality about life. The responsibilities 
of a family usually bring '1hout the needed transition in a young man 
from adoles-cence to manhood. 

In view of the above, it is imperative that we fashion the family 
unit with uhnost care. Nothing less than absolute reality will avail. 

The children come ~and go very quickly. And in the brief span of 
time that parents have them, forces must h e set to work in their lives 
which will give them the capacity to live life successfully for many 
years. Yet. in spite of this fact, many parents have carelessly neglected 
the most effective instrument possible in preparing their children for 
life-leading them in and sharing with them devotion to Christ. It is 
not enough to commit this critiooJ task to the work of assorted Sunday
school and day-school teachers. Parents cannot simply tell their young 
people what to believe. They must share their faith with them. 
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This principle is so basic and so o1bvious, that one wonders why 
rarents so universally neglect it. The excuses arc myriad, but none of 
them adequate in the face of the eternal destiny of the soul. There is 
no anguish so great as that which comes from realizing that someone 
we love has gone astray,and we could have prevented it. Now, what 
nrc these principles that will guarantee the success? 

THE FOUNDATION 
The foundation must he laid very dcop. First of all, the individual 

must himself be related to Christ in a dynamic personal involvement. 
Unless one sees life as Christ sees it, and :has· His Spirit within, no 
amount of wisdom will suffice to overcome the perils Of life in Satan's 
world. Christ must ·be the head of the home in fact as well as in 
theory. All decisions regarding the family must be made in terms of 
His will. The important question is not what is the most reasonable 
thing to do- but what does Christ •want us to do? Human logic is 
not oadequate to meet tihe demands of our modern society. 

There is no chance to expmiment. We have our children for a 
very short period of time, and then the)' are gone, and all that we give 
them in guidance and influence must he done quickly. Many deci
sions of great consequence in the lives of the children must be made in 
the midst of cries when the mind is charged with emotion. 

Our only safeguard is the prev,liling presence of Christ. Our only 
hope, that we, being filled with the Holy Spirit, will make wise deci
sions. 

THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE FATHER 
The most .fundamental principle in the 1building of the family unit 

is the concept that the fatlier stands as the representative of Christ. 
To him is given the responsibility of leading his family in the ways of 
God. He will be held •accountable before God for their welfare. This 
is tme hoth of spiritual and physical factors. 

"I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and 
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God" ( 1 
Cor. 11:3); "But if any ·provide not for his own, •and ·especially for those 
of his own house, !he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an in
fidel" ( 1 Tim. 5:8). 

This principle was first expressed in the Old Testament in the 
sixth chapter of Deuteronomy. Fathers are given a solemn responsibility 
to teach their children the things of God. "And these words, \Vhich 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, ·and shall talk of them when thou sit
test in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest ur ... And thou shalt •write them upon 
the posts of thine house, and on thy gates" ( Deut. 6:6-9 ). A strong 
incentive is given for following these ·precepts: ''Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" 
(Proverbs 22:6). 

In the light of these passages we must conclude that a father is 
responsible for the training of his family; and that he will be held 

: accountable for them before God; and that, if he will do his part, God 
will do His, and the f.amily need not go astray. But this must be done 
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from the very bepng. Every month of delay will make the task 
that much more difficult, and there is no excuse that is adequate for a 
father's neglect of this sacred responsibllitr. 

A man will sound very lame to God when he tries to eX'Cuse him
self on the grounds that he was too 'busy, or that he did not know how. 
If a father -does not know, he had better find out. The father should 
do all he can to know the things of God himseH, and to see that his 
family gets the best of instruction from other sources wherever he may 
feel inadequate. In this respect it is very important tlmt he find a 
strong group of believers where he and Ius faffiily may find the hdp 
that comes from the body of Christ. As the family unit represents 
a citadel for the individual, so the 1body of Christ in its local group, 
represent a citadel for the family. 

THE CREATIVE CARE OF THE MOTHER 
While the father has the primary responsibility for the physical and 

spiritual welfare of the home, the mother has an equally important role 
in caring for the home, and providing Qn atmosphere in which the fam
ily can grow in the knowledge and love of Christ. The meaningful 
nature of this role will depend largely on the woman's attitude. If 
she looks upon herself as a "maid," or 'chore-girl," that is what she will 
he. But if she sees her role as Christ sees it, then it can be full of 
chlllcngc and fulfiUmcnt. 

The mother's task is a creative one, in which, she too, represents 
Christ in tl1c sculpturing of the spirits of her children. Children are 
not a Mndmnce to her fulfillment. In a way, they are her fulfillment. 
T.hcy cannot be viewed as interruptions to l1er wm·k, hut rather the 
work must be viewed as an interruption to the care of her children. 
When children are seen 3S an interruption by the adults, the day will 
come when the adults will he seen as an interruption by the children. 

Here is one of the basic reasons for the going astray of our young 
people. We approach the training and discipline of children in tenns 
of how to keep them from being a nuisance to adults. We are more 
concerned about their imposing on our rights, than we are with the 
development of their personalities. In this respect, they arc all too 
often seen as the .. enem~r'' -robbing the poor mother of the personal 
freedom to go out and "fulfill" herself. 

When a mother goes off to work 'because she is fmstrnted at heing 
tied down to her children, she is clearly saying to them that they are 
of secondary importance. If a woman docs not want this kind of 
responsibility, she should not get married. It is understandable that 
children may get on a mother's nerves from time to time, and that she 
may feel fmstrntcd and dis·traught. It is also understandable, and 
necessary for her to have hrief times away from her children. But 
when the fmstration becomes an obsession to change her role, there 
needs to be a fresh look at the glory of her assignment in the eyes of 
Christ. 

In the sculpturing process, the mother must give primary attention 
to the task of leading her children in the knowledge of Christ, and 
devotion to Him. This must be done both by example, as weU as 
teaching. A mother can lift her children no higher than herself. If 
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she is carelesss about ~he things of God, t hey will be careless. If sh e 
does not convey the Jove of Christ to them, they will not k."llow the 
meaning of love. 

It is a grave responsilbility, and the mother may tpt'Otest that she 
cannot do it because she is human, and she i<; right. That is why it is 
imperative for a mother to !Jc possessed with the Spirit of Christ, and 
rdiect His love and.~race. Without this, she •can have .little assumnce 
tlhat her children will turn out well. It is so much easier to maintain 
steady growth .and dev·clopment in a child throughout its early y:ears 
of development, than to have put the child •back together again as a 
teenager. 

This may seem to •be a wearysome task, but the mm~e consistently 
at~d carefully this is attended to in the early years, the easier the task 
wtll •become as ~he years p ass. A child's pattern of behavior is largely 
formed by the time he is seven. Diligence in these years will pay the 
largest dividends. · 

-DaviJ Morsey in Ileralcl of IUs Coming 

Jack Blae!' 

F HOM TflE MESSAGE~ a publication ute message cmphnsiz ing pence with 
of Mullnomah School ot the Bible nf freedom. The cvimgclist stressed that 
Portland, Oregon, we glean the follow- the people of Guatemala must apply the 
ing. Good news came out of the recent- teachings of Christ to .their individual, 
}y violence-torn Central American na- family, and national life. Hundreds 
tion of Guatemala. On November 28, walked forward to tl1e viewing 5tand 
1982, evangelist Luis I>alau concluded when l'alau extended tl1c invitation to 
his Guatemala City Crusade speaking to receive Christ by faith. All .told, 3,200 
a massive crowd estimated at 700,000 Guatemalans made a Christian oom
by government officials who studied mitment during the course of Palau's 
aerial photo):..rraphs. According to church c~i.l!;ht-day campaign. 
historian Virgil Zapata, head of Guatc- Jose Efrnin Bios Montt, the nation's 
mala's Jnstiluto Evangolical America president, eonfesses Christ 11s his per
Latina, this was the largest ,gathcril1g of sonal Lord and Savior in the evangelical 
people to hear an evangelical preaeher sense of tl1e profession. His presidency 
in the history of Central and South Am- has bad a dramatic impact of life in 
crica. Zapata snid that he believed " this Guatemala .. His uncompromising com
was .the second largest crowd to hear an mitment to Christian principles and 
evangelical preacher in the history of morality is helping weed out corruption 
the entire world." (Billy Graham spoke in the government and military, as weJI 
to an estimated million people in Korea as dampen the leftist guerrilla move
on June 3, 1973). menl. Speaking after Palau, Montt said, 
For' hours traffic came to a standstill "A nation flnds its grandeur in fulllllin~ 
as some dozen separate columns of the 'Word of Cod. Violence and sub
evangelicals and curious b ystanders version will not change the world; only 
paraded to the Campo ~ rarte 1\lilitarr Cocl. who is sitting on the throne of 
Fiold where I>:1lau delivered n 30-rnin- the heavens, can bring chan~e. Armies 
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and swords arc not God's means for 
bringing change since God brings 
peaceful change by the work of the 
Holy Spirit." 

0 0 • 0 0 

ACCORDING TO THE AMERICAN 
OPINION, FEB .1983, America has an 
illegal-drug problem of enormous pro
portions. The illegal-drug trade in this 
country is currently e!>timated to f¥055 
$100 billion a year. To illustrate, 'Reli
able estimates are that the illegal-drug 
market in New York City alone grosses 
some $45 billion a year. That's tax free, 
non-union, no affumative action, and 
unreJtUiated by federal, state, or local 
government. To most people, a figure 
like $45 billion is difficult to compre
bencl. Perhaps it will make it more 
understandable to compare these vast 
illegal profit.~ obtained from this human 
misery hy comJlaring it with New York's 
retail trade industry ($24.5 billion); its 
manufacturing industry ($14.6 billion); 
and, its hotel, advertising, and service 
revenues ($13:9). Attorney General Wil
liam French Smith has rcJlorted, illicit· 
drug sales are 'about equal to the com
bined profits of America's 500 largest 
corporations.' " This article in the Am
erican Opinion, by john Rees, gives 
some sturtlin~ information about the 
activities nf dope dealers-practically 
out in the open-in major cities across 
the nation. I urge you to fincl a copy 
and read this article. Try the public 
library, or, better still, subscribe. Am
erican Opinion, 395 Concord Ave., 
Belmont, Mass. 02178 $20.00 per year. 

0 0 0 0 0 

TION, it cost an average of 34.5 cents 
per mile to operate an automobile in 
1981. But the Federal government al
lows a maximum business mileage de
duction of only 20 cents a mile. And 
the very generous IRS permits those 
who use their cars for charitable pur
poses a deduction of nine cents per 
mile. 

0 0 0 0 0 

FOR EVERY DOLLAR THE GOV
ERNMENT SPENDS TO ENFORCE a 
regu)atlon, the private sector spends 
twenty to comply. We do not point this 
out to decry honest government reJtU
lation, but to point out the crying need 
to cut back to the bare minimum of 
government interference in the pursuit 
of the nation's happiness. Who would
n't, for instance, be glad to pay more, 
if it takes it, to control the evil drug 
traffic mentioned above. That is a legit
imate function of government. The 
government, throu~h its many regula
tions has cleared the air of smoke from 
many of America's factories, but at tho 
same time has placed many rpcople in 
the ranks of the unemployed simply 
because of some really unnecessary 
government regulation. The liberal dir
ected government would have us be
lieve it loves pom· people, and, Indeed 
it must, it ltas clone Its best to create 
so many more of them. 

0 0 0 0 0 

I HAVE WONDERED WHY COM
PANIES WHO OFFER REBATES 
didn't simply reduce the price, say on a 
car, by $500, or whatever the rebate 
happens to he. That would be much 
simpler and more business-like. And, I 
thought, these business people surely 
know that, why don't they? Well, I 
found out that they, due to past ex
perience with government interferences 
in their business affairs, must keep the 
prices up just in case they will be slap
ped with price control from an Inter
fering government. And, don't forget, 
you pay ta"tes on the price before re
bate. But the overworked goose has 
about run out of "golden e~s". 

0 0 0 0 0 

CONGRESSMAN ELLIOT LEVITAS 
(D.-GA) POINTS OUT "THE I>ERSON 
who hears the heaviest relative burden 
of the Federal income ta't hill in Ameri
ca is the middle-income tax payer. As 
the cost of running the country goes up, 
hoth In real dollars and inflated dollars, 
the largest ·proportion of those dollars 
comes from this middle-Income group.'' 
In 1980 ta"tpaycrs with adjusted gross 
income between $12,000 and $50,000 
al..'counted for 69.5fk of taublc in
come and paid 63.1% of the amount of 
taxes paid by all Americans. The mid
dle Arnercan can not find relief b:Y- a CONGRESS~IAN DYMALLY (D.-CA) 
"soak-the-rich" tax plan. His relief can has proposed two bills amounting to six 
only come by a drastic reduction in the million dollars which would give $25, 
si1.c, scope, and cost of government. 000 "to individual internees or their 
Unfortunatcl)•, there arc too few con- survivors and, in addition, compensate 
J.rresslonal members who are willing to them for greater financial losses where 
cut back in this area. they can be documented." These in-

• o o • • ternees were the Japanese families who 
ACCORDING TO HERTZ CORPORA· were, aC~..-ording to current liberal (put-
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down-America) propngandn, ~rrossly mis
treated durin~ W.W. II. Before de
ciding for this bill the Congress must 
make an unbiased study of the entire 
situation at the time this alleged injus
tice was done. The United States was 
at war with Japan at tho time, and the 
japanese forces were pushing close to 
the Pacific coast. So close that there 
wa.~ much talk of iJwading Japanese 
soldiers on American soil. lt was felt 
that the Japanese, some of whom were 
Americans and some of whom were not 
citizens, would be in a position to aid 
invadin~ forces if they wished to do so. 
Dcsidcs that, there was need to protect 
J apanesc people from pcrsecution from 
lhe general population. In order to cope 
with the situation, Executive Order 
9066 was signed by President Roosevelt 
to authorize the Secretary of War and 
the military commanders to designate 
military areas 'from which any or all 

persons may he excluded." The areas 
which were thus excluded were heavily 
populated by these Japanese people. 
They were not placed under arrest, nor 
were they forced to go to any area 
chosen by someone else. They were 
more free to go and do as they liked 
than the many American youlh who 
were told when to leave their homes 
and go to areas of grave danger, many 
of them not to get back, and none of 
them sure they ever would. ::\1any of 
these Japanese people chose to go to the 
relocation centers provided by a hen
cvolent government even then under 
grave threat from the land of their 
birth. Somf.! of them ~oonor or later 
moved to a place of their own choosin.(( 
when they saw they could do hetter
no Gestapo trying to hold them. We 
should tell our Congressman that we 
don't owe this money, ami we shouldn't 
be expected by anyone to pay it. 

2uedio.nd, 
4 d,hed ol 'tf d, 

Ca:rl Kitzmiller 

I have noticed that some very promising and capable people seem to 
come to u.s from other religious persuasions, but some of them are soon 
go11e. Why Is this? 

Sb·ictly speaking, this is probably not so much a Bible question as 
a psychological one. Perhaps a good ·psychologist would be in a better 
position to al1Swer this question. Human behavior is not always pre
dictible on an individual basis; neither can we know always just why 
someone docs what he docs. Even the individual involved may not 
really know why he pursues a certain course. There may be public 
explanations U1e offers and there may be those reasons why he himself 
believes he has done a certain thing. There may be those factors nt 
work, however, which even that one has not realized. \Ve nrc not 
declaring such people to be necessarily dishonest when they explain 
why they have acted. Neither are we charging stupidity. The offered 
reasons may indeed have been primary facto rs in the decision. Om 
point here is that ·human beings are complex and that multiple factors, 
some unrecognized, may influence our decisions. 

The problem in view is the fact that someone, possibly a preacher 
or some other, learns of the position held by those of "our" fellowship 
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and responds very favorably for a while. He is eager, wants to learn 
more, rejoices in the scripturalness of the position or the belief, 9nd 
begins to work with some church or churches among us. For a while 
the person may be lionized, and we glory that anotner has learned tl1c 
truth. In some cases, however, after a 'Eeriod of time there is a grow
ing disenchantment, either ·by the individual of the group, or the group 
of the individual, or even mutually. He may move on to working with 
some other group or organization. Only the Lord knows the why fully, 
but there are some observations which may be helpful. I can only give 
what amounts to my opinion. 

We would be foolish to suppose that all the oblame is always on one 
side. I am personally very "sold" on the position cl:aimed ;by many of 
the churches of our fellowship. I just don't know of any group any
where which in theory l1olds a better, more scriptur~l position. I re
joice in the liberty I :have to declare the whole counsel of God and to 
worship according toN. T. pattern. But it does not take an especially ~ 
brilliant person to know that ·]Jl"actice may fall short of profession-in 
ourselves and in others. We do have our problems. Some .preachers 
arc more committed to the word than others. Some elders are dicta- r 
torial and others are weak-kneed. Church members do not always 
know what it is !all aobout and may be unfaithful to fhe Lord, much l~ss 
good representatives of any distinctive claim or position. We 'Can .be 
selfish, too demanding, dense in our understanding, etc. One coming 
among us expecting to find a high degree of perfection is probably in 
for a let~down. There is no defense for such a situation except the 
fact that it is the failing of 'all mankind. There arc no perfect churches 
when it comes to performance. God does His work throu~ fallible 
and sometimes-very-imperfect human beings. We ought never to let 
up in an effort to grow into the fulncss of Christ, and- it is very sad 
that sometimes offenses come because of Christian failure, but it is 
dishonest to deny that shameful and disappointing occasions arise. 

On the other hand, lest we chasten ourselves unduly .for losing 
the "here today, gone tomorrow" individual, we need to 'be aware 
there may be imperfections in him which caused the shift. No one 
cause is at work, of course. InN. T. times there were those 'Who were 
"ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" 
(2 Tim. 3:7), always in a state of change. There were those who 
made "shipwreck concerning the faith" (I Tim. 1:19), having thrust ~ 
away faitli and a good conscience. There were those who supposed 
that "godliness is a wa)' of gain" ( 1 Tim. 6:5); l1ence, they were looking 
for that which ·suJ>plied funds, pestige, pmver, social position, or what-
ever else men seel< in 1ife. Some preached "Christ even of envy and 
strife" (Phil. 1:15). All of these factors, rooted in the temptations of 
the devil and the lusts of the flesh, are still at work. The first century 
had no monopoly on them. There are those individuals who change 
jobs frequently, and there are those who change religious positions and 
churches frequently, always ·looking for something to satisfy and never 
quite making it. There are those looking for a place where they can be 
a "big" man-outstanding, achieving, exalted. Possibly many who arc 
thus motivated never realize what makes them tick. 
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Again, I have noticed that some who break out of a rigid legalistic 
background tend to go to an opposite extreme. This is a common trait. 
Many doctrines have arisen as an extreme reaction to an extreme doc
trine. In denying the errors of one position, man often tends to "jump 
off the deep end" in the other direction. Breaking out of the limitations 
of a narrow, lega:listic concept and 1bccoming aware of the grace of 
God and freedom in Christ, men sometimes veer to the extreme of 
excusing ~lmost any kind of conduct or 1belie.f. They come to believe 
that Goa is love and His grace is great, so therefore what man does is 
not too important. Steering a straight course in the word of God is 
not always a matter of choosing the middle .ground, but we do need to 
be careful about the extremes. It is understandable that one who 
comes to realize tilie glories of God's grace should revel in it, 'but it is 
a grievous error to cast away the restraints that go with it. 

A factor which has 'been at work in our particular fellowship is that 
some have become interested in our position primarily in one point. 
An example is the teaching of prophecy. In their enthusiasm for the 
one topic these may ·have :become associated with some of our churches. 
In rea.Iity their J.>Osition on other important matters w:,ts oversha~owed 
by the concern for the one issue, there never was a full acceptance of 
the position occupied by most of the churches as to standing on N. T. 
truth. 

Of course there are still other possibilities. Our rearing-the kind 
of teaching we had, the influences we have been exposed to, the whole 
approach to life that we have learned-may color what we do and how 
we act. Peer pressure-the influence ·felt from our relatives, our as
sociates, and the people doscst to us-tends to affect how we look at 
things, how we see even religious truths and how we respond to them. 
These factors tend to make us see things differently and ·give us differ
ent sets of values as to what is important. Sometimes we (those who 
stay, and tl1ose who go) allow them to set aside what God says, and 
we are just sure that God did not mean that, or at least did not con
sider it important, -because it runs counter to so much ·human exreri
ence or custom. It is never easy to struggle against the current o life 
about us, and some find that they do not care for tl1e struggle. 

There is a danger that I see as men of capability come among us, 
shine for a while, •and then move on. It is the danger that some will 
decide that there must be something radically wrong with "us," not just 
as to human imperfection but as to the plea and position. Both indi
vidually and as a group we can think more highly of ourselves than we 
ought, but we can ~lso fail to think well enough of ourselves. There 
are those individuals in ordinary life who arc ineffective and defeated 
because they do not think well enough of themselves. The need is to 
"think soberly" (Rom. 12:3), making sound evaluations, neither imag
ining qualities which do not exist nor despising the ones which do. 
From time to time we need to rethink the correctness of standing on 
the whole counsel of God, seeking to 'be just Christians, members of the 
one tbody, faithful to Christ >Rbovc all else. There is a danger that, 
seeing some abandon part or all of the plea of being N.T. Christians, 
others may suppose it is not right or is not worthy of pursuit. 

73 



A11 of us from time to time probably need the lesson our Lord 
taught Peter (John 21:19~23) . We must be concerned about otJhers, 
seeking their salvation initially and their restoration if they fall. We 
do not want to develop a self-only concern in spidtua] matters. But 
!here is n point where we must be ready to do what is right ourselves, 
fol low the Lord ourselves-no matter what others do! Told lby the 
Lord to follow Him, Peter ·wanted to know, in effect, "What about 
John?'' vV:hat was in store for him? \V:hat was he to do? Perhaps 
Peter even won dered if John ·would 'be pulling his share of the load. 
) <:>sus answered, in effect, "Don't worry about John; you follow me!" 
If any position •we occupy is not 1ight according to the word of God, 
then we 'Ought to abandon it, but if it is right, then we must needs 
follow it no matter how God may usc another, who goes witlh us, or 
who turns aside. 

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 
Ernest E. Lyon 

"No Law, But Death" 
For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not• imputed 
when there is 110 law. Nevertheless death rei.gned from 
Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according 
to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type 
of Him who was to come.-Romans 5:13, 14 NKJV 
J n the beginning God had given a ·direct commandment (J.a:w) to 

the first man and his wi.f·e-"Of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat." And H e had given a consequence for dis
obeying-"For in t:he day that you eat of it you shall surely die." They 
disobeyed and they immediately :became "dead in trespasses and sins" 
(Spiritual death) and their 1bodics ·hecamc subject to physical death. ,; 
Of the two kinds of death the worst, of course, is the first I have listed 
here. The consequence of continuing on in that kind of death is 
eternal death, eternal separation from fl1e presence of God and in the 
lake of fire for aH that cbernity. We have been trying to point out 
all along that all who do not tm~t in the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
salvation :are headed in that direction today. Please ·do not 'be one of 
those. Come to r.he only source of salvation, the Lord Jesus Chri?t, 
Who died on the Cross for your sins that you might be made alive in 
Him. What a wonderful transfer-H e died that we might Jive. 

\tVhat Paul is reminding us of in Romans 5:13 and 14 is that we 
have no fmther record of such a direct commandment (law) if rom God 
until He gave the Law to Moses and Israel on tho mount. Ye t, d1e 
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reminds us, the universal 'law of death (physical) continued to operate 
right through that time. 11hat might seem to be a problem until we 
stop, as Paul does here, to consider that you can't have the consequence 
of sin unless you have sinned-or, to state it more simply, you can't 
break a law that docs not exist. If there were no speed laws for our 
highways, I could drive 90 miles an hour without breaking the law. 
But once it is set at 55, to driV'e 60 would be a punishable breaking of 
the speed law. So, just remember that God had said that Adam's death 
was the result of breaking His direct commandment. What, then, 
caused those that followed after Adam to die? They did not :eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. There was no tree for 
them to eat from, and they already knew the good and the evil (and 
unanimously chose evil for their paths). Why did they die? 

It is strange that many people do not want to follow Paul in his 
argument here. He is simply telling us that those .peorle died as 
a cons:~uence of Adam's sin, not of personal sins they had committed. 
They did thousands of things that were contmry to God's will, hut 
God had not expressed His will to them in these matters. To he sure, 
they knew they were doing wrong, they deserved to die for personal 
sins. But God did not "impute" that sin to them since He had not 
cxrressly stated it. To "impute" is to "put to one's account." God 
did not mark those sins down as worthy of death at that time-yet they 
died. Why? 

That is the very point that Paul is emphasizing here about Adam's 
sin-it made all of us sinners. As his offspring we inherited his nature, 
and that nature was one of sin. As a consequence all of those people 
we arc discussing entemd the world as dead in twspasses and sins 
~md headed towar.d physical death. I don't like the term "miginal 
sin", but that is the term that is used so often concerning r,his. It is 
obvious to anyone who has read the Bible through even oasually that the 
"original sin' was the sin of Satan and those angels who chose to go 
with him •and who now are kept in torment or are serving Satan and 
cterna11y separated from God. Remember, the 'lake of fire, according 
to Jesus, was prepared for the devil and his angels, not for us. We 
simply chose to go to the place that God prepared for the devil and his 
angels because we will not accept the one way out, through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. May you not be among those. I am so very glad 
that I am not one of those-not because of any right·eousness of my 
own but because Christ's righteousness is imputed to me-l stand 
before God not in my sin but as in Christ. I may not look (or write) 
like Him to you, but that is the way God sees me, pr·aise His blessed 
Name. 

In closing may I point out that Adam is here called a type of 
Christ, but he is a type ·bv contrast, not by comparison. The only 
comparison is that he acted for all mankind. But the contrast is that 
when Christ acted for all it was to bring life to us and Adam's act 
brought death. Which do you chos:.- to follow, the "type" to eternal 
deatn or the real One to eternal life, ·an eternity that is so wonderful 
that it oan not be fully described in human language-a life without 
any sorrows, tribulations, regrets, etc., of this life and without any 
human limitation. Don't fail to gain this life, I plead. 
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"A Mighty Blow with a Broken Stick" 
Billy R. Lewter 

Cod delights in using ordinary persons to do extraordinary things. 
All He needs in our avaifability. Yet, many Christians are deeply dis
couraged because of an accumulation of failure, frustration, and dis
appoinbnents. 

A few simple, but profound principles may help us realize that 
even such discouraged, earthen vessels as we sometimes are can still 
be used greatly by Cod. What we need is a theology, or psychology, 
fm· losers. 

First, most of us ovet·-estimatc our failures and under-estimate the 
good Cod has done through us. Few of us evaluate and judge our
selves accurately. We arc prone to turn our eyes upon ourselves, and 
measure all things in terms of ourself. Pre-occupation with self brings 
discouragement. Unless we arc occupied with God, our minds drift 
unconsciously to our problems and defeats until we lose om perspective 
of Cod's purpose. 

God's purpose includes unique personal endowment of abilities, 
potential, understanding, and responsibilities In our ch·cumstanccs He 
is conforming us to Jesus Christ and has selected just the things for each 
experience to do that perfecting. · 

Cod's purpose takes into account every dimension of life: genetic, 
physical, emotional, environmental, our place in history, our gift of tllC 
Spirit for service, and our unique place in His kingdom for this life 
and eternity. 

Realizing Cod's involvement should help ·break the shaklcs of self
centered discouragement. It should enlarge our perspective of Cod's 
purpose and especially His methods. It should give a deep down in
side rcco~ition of being accepted in the Beloved (Eph. 1:6), com
petent in the Holy Spirit, and worth the life of Jesus to Cod. 

Second, Cod doesn't :have, or need, pcl'fcct people to accomplish 
His work. He has chosen the weak and insignificant to put to sllamc 
the strong, so that none may boast ( 1 Cor. 1:27). It seems that the 
persons with the greatest impact in God's kingdom have not been those 
who were conscious of success, but those who were constantly aware of 
their need to depend on God. His strength was made perfect in their 
weakness. 

Jesus said, "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be com
forted." Blessed arc they who see themselves as they really are-as 
Peter did when the cock crowed, as David after Nathan the prophet 
exposed his sin, as Paul w'hen the light from heaven blinded ltim, as 
Isaiah when he saw the holiness of God, as fohn when he saw the 
vision of the glorified Jesus. Blessed are they Or, "Congratulations 
to the person who is so grieved over his spiritual s1tortcomings that 
he cannot rest until he has found Cod, and his soul is satisfied." Cod 
reveals Himself most clearly and uses more fully those who let Him 
fulfill His promise to provide strength. 
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Third, even if we were all that we want to be, and should be, we 
still couldn't merit God's love and grace. No amount of success, abil
ity, influence, status, or wealth can deserve God's favor. Success in 
God's sight is not 1based on external 1ao'hievement, but internal attitudes. 

Probabl):' no sin ~s so appalling to God as that of pride in one to 
whom God has bestowed some good thing (for example Lucifer). 
When a person forgets that all he lias and can do is oa gift, with respon
sibility, from God, he becomes an abomination to God (Proverbs 16:5). 
Our only security is in what God has already done. His love and 
mercy is in no way dependent on our performance. -· 

Fourth, the hand of God may be seen in bot:h success and failure, 
as He works all things together for good for those committed to His 
rurpose. The question is not whether we think we arc succeeding or 
think we arc failing, but simply whether we have fully committed 
ourselves to seek and do His will. 

Moments of success do bring a feeling of amazement ~at what the 
Lord can do, and a sense of humility and reverence in tl1e rresence and 
JlOWer of the Holy Spirit. These moments help shape and change the 
direction of our lives, and increase our trust and obedience. 

Spil'itual growth 'also comes from cont·inual discovery of God's 
gmce and forgiveness after we have failed. It may be at these mo
ments of recliscovery and revival that we are closest to God. Kierka
gaard said, "In his farlure, the believer finds his triumph." Francis 
Bacon said, "We learn from our mistakes, not from our successes." 

In everything God speaks to us. Pet·haps in times of failure we 
listen most attentively. This of course doesn't mean we should con
tinue in failure that grace may abound. The focus should be on com
mitment to God's will, the only goal worthy of our striving. Such a 
focus should help overcome the fear of failure, the devastating influ
ence of the past, and Satan's attempt to direct our oattention to our
selves 

Fifth, all through the Bible, and church history, God has used 
ordinary people, umecognized by the world, to do extraordinary things. 

For example, Moses was an 80 year old shepherd, 1broken in spirit, 
when God called him. Later, after much success, he still battled 
discouragement and once asked God to let him die. Elijah and Jonah 
later maae the same request. David was a humble sh~herd, least 
in his fatller's family. Amos was an unimportant shepherd and dresser 
of sycamore trees, neither a prophet nor the son o,f a prophet. Peter 
was :a boastful, impulsive fisherman, similar in persona1ity to the mean
ing of his name, Simon or "shifting sand". Because of Jesus he be
came Peter-a rock. Jeremiah .particul-arly was one with whom it is 
easy to identify. He 'Was an emotional person with great confficts, 
who felt he was a .failure because he couldn't see results. Yet Jeremiah 
was God's spokesman in one of Israel's darkest hours. He accomplished 
God's purpose whether he felt like he had or not. His life and message 
is still a tremendously moving inspiration. 

God ·has a high calling for you and me today. He wants us to 
provide hope to the discouraged, enlightenment to those in ignorance, 
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comfort to the an,x.ious, direction in times of crisis, and order to those in 
confusion. ·when we put Jesus at the centor of our thoucrbt life in
stead of ourselves, when we make a 'commitment to actually do His will 
in the work b efore us, when we consciously depend on Hjs strength and 
forgiveness, tho plague of discouragement 'Will disappear. Because H e 
anc110rs our soul, we can experience peace and pain simultaneously. 
And God can strike a mighty blo·w '\\-ith a broken stick-like you and 
me. 

When The House Is Ablaze, 
Don1 t Argue! 

Alex V. Wilson 

H e was an amazing rprcacher, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, as we saw last 
montlh. U c would be the first to say, "Give glory to God, not me," 
and of course that's true. But he was usable. 

"From 1948 untill968 w hen he retired, the congregation :averaged 
perhaps 1500 on Sunday mornings and 2000 on Sunday nights" in Lon
dori. lie preached 45 minutes or longer in the mornings and hour-Iong 
cx1Jositions at night, "ancl not a minute too long," agreed many of his 
hearers. His F riday evening Bible studies attracted ·over a thousand 
peopl~ -to . :his v~·rse~by-verse expository m~ssagcs (he took l~ ye~rs 
tenchmg the Eptstlc to the Romans) . L et s pray the Lord will raise 
up many ·powerful proclaimers of His W'ord, though of course none 
will be exactly like "the Doctor." 

But now let us focus not ·on h ow he preached, nor on the multitudes 
to whom he preached. L et's concentrate i~1stead on 11·is vie<ws, ·especial
ly regarding unity amid diversity of beliefs. The quotations are from 
a memorial issue of a British magazine, Evangelical Times. 

Stand for Truth, with Arms 'Wide 
"H e was far from being the kind of man who is spoiling for trouble. 

H e abhorcd the negative approach of those who were always looking 
for e rrors to attack. At t:he same time he clid not shirk the respon
sibility of standing for the truth, even if it was painful to do so and 
even though it earned him ·criticism '<lnd misunderstanding." 

"He was no narrow controversialist, but where the gospel was 
being undermined he was ready to do battle. Even when it was men 
whom b e recognized as godly who 'were saying or doing things whiC:h 
were ultimately desh·uctive of the gospel both he and they preached, h e 
was ready a t the cost of misunderstanding to oppose them. He taught 
us the difference between the ]ttdaizing enemies of the gospel i11 

Galat·ians chapter one, ancl poor, wavering, inconsistent Pet'er in Gala
t ians chapter t-wo. That is, between the OPPONENT of the gospel on 
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the one hand, and the true believer who (because of his woolly think
ing or because his heart rules his :head) COMPROMISES the gospel. 
The enemy of the gospel the Doctor would attack with all the vigor of 
his polemic. His brother in Christ, who was betraying the ·gos~el iby 
ignorance or weakness, he would also resisthbut he still remembered 
that it was a .brother, not a foe, with whom e was contending. 

"To contend is one thing; to he contentious is another and the lat
ter he tried to avoid. To engage in controversy for controversy's sake 
was never his desire. His primary call '\'11\'ls to preach the Word, to call 
sinners to Christ, to ·lead Christians to holy living, to promote spiritual 
growth and unity in the churches." 

"He gave warnings about not separating over secondary issues. 
As he once expressed tlte matter, "When the house is on fire what's the 
use of arguing about the best bedroom?' " 

'f.wo Examples 
Here are examples of how Lloyd-Jones himself applied the prin

ciple just stated. He came to Westminister Chapel in 1938 to assist G. 
Campbell Morgan, a preacher and writer famous throughout the Eng
lish-speaking world. Morgan was "Arminian" in his theology, and ·his 
preaching "aid not deal in the doctrines of the Reformation" such as 
God's sovereignty, man's derravity, election, and perseverance. "Lloyd
Jones was in the tradition of the Puritans and the Reformers. Yet the 
two men respected each other's positions and talents and their partner
ship of five years (until Morgan's death) was entirely ·happy." 

A 'rreacher in England told how the Doctor "drove me to a fresh 
study of the \..4tole Reformed/Charismatic issue. So it was to him I 
went, full of excitement 'but also b·epidation, with an address I planned 
to give at an important Bible Conference, calling for a new rapp.roche
ment 1hctween Reformed and Charismatic evangelicals. I had more 
than encouragement .from him-he positively glowed! 'I am with you 
100% :md without reservation," he exclaimed, and ·he followed up his 
encouragement with constant and fervent prayer." 

May we too learn to distinguish between the heretics of Galatians 
chapter one and the weak and mixed-up l}ll'ethrcn of chapter two, and 
act accordingly. Fm·, "when the house is on fire what's the use of 
arguing about the best bedroom?'' 

GLEANINGS 
Larry Miles 

TI-lE GREATEST ENEMY OF PEACE 
Pride does not come through our animal nature, for it comes 

direct from hell. It is purely spiritual. It is the utmost evil. All 
other sins me fleabites in comparison. 

-C. S. Lewis 

THE LORD OF GLORY 
But the Prince of 1Peace was also Lord of Glory ( 1 Cor. 2:8) and 

there was no way for diety to remain in the grave. God raised Him 
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to sit up at His own right hand, and when Paul addressed pagans in 
Athens he argued that the resurrection was proof enough fhat Jesus 
was the appropriate one to judge all men (Ads 17:31). And in Col. 
2:15 he contends that Jesus' death and resurrection "got rid of the 
Sovereignties and the Powers, and paraded them in public, •behind 
Him in His triumphal procession." It is a beautiful metphor. The 
shameful tree ·became the victor's triumphal chariot, before which His 
enemies nrc driven in ignominious defeat." 

-Leroy Garrett in Restoration Review 

A CATHOLIC RELIGION 
Sir, Ours is a catholic religion. It is not Roman Catholic or Greek 

Catholic, but ours is very catliolic. We have a catholic Bible, in that 
we accept no human creed as our rule of faith and practice, but the 
Scriptures only, which all believers can accept. We have a catholic 
name in that we call ourselves Disciples or Christians, on which all 
believers can unite. \Ve have a catholic baptism, immersion, which is 
admitted by all to be Scriptural. We have a catholic creed in that we 
base our faith upon that grand proposition that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. So, sir, you will never make a sect of us. 

-Alexander CampbelltoN. L. Rice 
in r.he Campbell-Rice Debate: 1843 

AN ANCIENT PRAYER 
From the cowardice that sluinks from new truth, from the laziness 

that is content with half-truths, from the auogance that thinks it knows 
all tmth, 0 God of truth, deliver us. 

-Unknown 

JESUS WAS THE GREAT PEACEMAKER 
Jesus was the great peacemaker. He prayed fOl' pcace.and He 

died for peace. If in the face of ·death He prayed for the unity df 
His community, that they love one another even as He loved tliem, 
should the modern church, each of us, pray and work for the oneness of 
all God's children? 

-Leroy Garrett in Restoration Review 

THE IMAGE OF CHRIST 
It is the image of Christ the Christian looks for and loves, and this 

docs not consist in ·being exact in few items, but in general devotion to 
the whole truth ·as far as known. 

-Alexander Campbell 

OUR OWN INTERPRETATIONS 
While we condemn others for having a standard other than the 

Scriptures, we make our own interpretations a standard if we are not 
very careful. 

-Reuel Lemmons, Firm Foundation, Oct. 30, 1979 

DO l'OU IIOLD THAT BAPTISM IS NEITIIER A PART 
OF TilE GOSPEL OR APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE 

Strictly speaking, I think it would ·be true that baptism is neither 
part of the gospel or the •apostles' doctrine, but this would have to be 

80 

. 
r 
I 

! 
; 



explained, Jest one run the risk of being misunderstood. The gospel is 
made up of facts, historic facts that add up to glorious news. And that 
is what the gospel is, good news, facts about what God has done for us 
through Christ. Baptism is neither news nor fact, ·but a 'Command that 
is related to the gospel. It may symbolize the gospel, but a symbol 
is never the real thing. Baptism is the ordinance t'fiat God has given 
whereby we respond to the gospel. 

There are several instances in scripture, such as Rom. 6:3-4, where 
teaching about baptism is part of the apostle's doctrine. But •baptism 
itself, wnich is an act, is neither gospel or doctrine. As such one does 
not preach or teach it. It is a command to be obeyed. One may of 
course teach about •baptism, showing its implications and significance, 
relating to the gospel. 

-Leroy Garrett in Restoration Review 

PEACE 
Peace is such ·a precious jewel that I would give anything for it 

but truth. 

Until next time, MARANATHA! 
-Matthew Henry 

Some Basic Facts About Japan, 
Its Reception of Christianity 

by Motoyuki Nomura 
Part II 

Japan needed western technology and advanced civilization of 
Europe/U.S.A. Christianity came to Ja}lan with them, the rulinn 
class took advantage of Christianity in such areas as education, medi
cine, prohibition movements, etc., but not in structure elements of the 
nation suc;h as politics. 

It '\Vas at this time that the first pioneer missionaries arrived from 
the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement in America, namely, the 
Garsts, Smiths, Snodgrasses, McCaleb, Bishops •and Misses Wirick, 
Hostetter, Scott and Millie. There are others 'lmt these should suffice. 

The Japanese people were again dated at the fresh message of 
Jesus Christ as were the oppressed.people of Hideyoshi's day 300 years 
before them. The Tokugawa Shoguns ruled the nation with swords 
and oppression. Now again, the common people heard God's message 
and realized that they were free men in the sight of God, and that God 
loves individuals. This was an astonishment for the average Japanese. 
Once again Christianity in Japan seemed to prosper, but about 30 years 
later our Meiji Emperor gave a flat "no" to the Christian message in 
issuing his notorious edict on education in 1890. Since t1len, evangel
ism in Japan has not been an easy task, and the 1basie attitude of our 
mling class toward the Christian Church and its message has never 
been changed. It has been unfriendly and times openly hostile. 

During the Pacific War, rersecutions against Ollristians were 
severe. Most of the Disciples o Christ and the conservative Christian 
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Churches and their national lenders yielded to the military govern
ment's control hy joining the united or federated churches of all de
nominations called Kyodan. Non-instrnmental segment churches 
closed down as their missionaries rwent hack home during the war days. 

During the pre-war missionary endeavor period, that is between 
1880 to 1930s, the Disciples of Christ group concentrated their work on 
an educational institution in Tokyo. The school still exists but it is not 
now directly connected with the Disciples hut it is now loosely con
nected with the Disciples in America. 

As stated 1bcfore, before or during the war, the military govern
ment forced all churches/denominations to join the United Churches in 
Japan ( K yodan). Those churches who refused to join were ruled 
out tand their properties confiscated. After the liberation in 1945, many 
of the churches withdrew from the Kyodan and resumed their former 
denominational function. The Presbyterians, Methodists, Disciples 
and some other groups stayed with the Kyodan Church. 

Non-instrunwntal churches in Japan before the war were in three 
districts, namcJy Tokyo, Ibaraki Perfecturc and Shizuoka Perfccture. 
The congregation which Eugenese Snodgrass, Miss Penrod, Miss 
Loduska J. Wirick started in Tokyo was carried over by such men as 
McCaleb, Bishop, Klingman and Vincent. T.he work was then handed 
over to •a native man named Hiratsuka. This work was called Kamito
mizaka church in Tokyo. When the Pacific War started in 1941 Hirat
suka was 70 years old., and he handed the church over to a Methodist 
preacher named Saito hoping that this younger Methodist preacher 
would carry on the •work of the church of Christ. Today we still have 
this Kamitomizaka-Zoshigaya amalgated church on the site of Bro. 
McCaleb's work ncar Ikebukuro, Tokyo, but is now managed by Mrs. 
Saito and two other preachers from Kyodan and Methodist group, plus 
a young man, who do not believe in Biblical faith. Mrs. Saito at times 
preaches too. 

The work in lbaraki was started by the Bi:lders, the Rhodescs, the 
Morehcads and the Fox twins in the 1920s. Excepting the Moreheads 
from Nashville, TN, the four original missionaries came from Louis
ville fellowship. The Moreheads gave strong influence to the Bixlers, 
the Harry Robert Fox, Sr. family and the two families later went to 
Nashville to attend David Lipscomb College. Bro. Rhodes remained 
in the Louisville fellowship throughout his life both in Japan,and U.S. 
The Morchcads started a Bible School in Ibaraki which became the 
J.lrOtotype of today's Ibaraki Christian College, which was started by 
the churches of Cluist in U.S.A. after the Pacific War. 

The Shizuoka work was started by Miss Samh Shepherd Andwws 
around 1918 when Bro. Ishiguro introduced her to a fishing village. 
He was a convert of Bert Wilson Hon from Kirkman, Ohio in 1910. 
Later Ishiguro went to Los Angeles and worked among the Japanese 
immigrants and started a work which 1became the Westside Church of 
Christ. Sister Andrews established four or five congregations inspite 
of very feeble healtl1. When WW-11 started, she was so sick that she 
could not retunt to U.S. on an exchange ship. She remained in Japan 
and died after the war. Three of her churches with properties went 
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into two wrong hands and we have practically lost these facilities. 
Mter the war, the main-stream, non-instrumental churches of 

Christ started sending missionaries to Japan during Gen. MacArthur's 
occupation. These men were fresh out of colleges, such as Harding, 
and came to us with ·legalism of the Churches of Christ. This later 
gave us plenty of •pr(1blems, as it was a very poor substitute for the 
aynamic Gospel Ot Jesus Christ. 

With the termination of the American Occupation, Japanese soil 
again became infertile to the Christian Seed. Since the 1960s the 
work became extremely difficult and much ·pain and patience required 
to win :souls to Jesus Christ. This trend has been intensified by ultra
nationalism and right-wing attitude of the ruling class in Japan. Once 
again, shintoism and Emperor Family are coming back into the polit
ical structure of pre-war days. We are expecting a hit of turbulence 
ahead for the church. 

While the Disciples segment centered their efforts on educational 
endeavor, namely a Drake School or Seigakui school in Tokyo, our 
conservative segments mainly devoted themselves to personal evan
gelism and church establislurient. Missionaries such as McCaleb and 
Bishop were, however, not fully aware of the need of training nationals 
to carry on their work. So wllen fhe war came and many missionaries 
would return home, the works .gradually terminated. Missionary 
properties fell into the wrong bands most of ·the time. I know a lot 
of discouraging true stories of this nature but for lack of time and 
space, I shaH presently refrain from revealing this unfortunate condi
tion that happened. 

After the war, many missionaries sent a great number of likely 
Japanese youth to various Church of Christ schools in U.S.A. I can 
account for about 200 who went to school ·with me and Bro. Nakal1am. 
Today, none of them remain in faith/church in Japan. Both Bro. 
Nakahara and I were fortunate to attend Kentucky Bible College 
(Later, Southeastern Christian College) in Winchester, Ky., where 
we were able to .Jearn the Word of God under such teachers as the late 
Frank M. Mullins, and others. Today, we two are still actively en
gaged in His vineyard and this is a 20th Century miracle and a proof 
of God's grace. I am so proud of that 1ittle school in Winchester 
which unfortunately, no longer exists. 

Christian population in Joapan is about 0.5% I believe. If one 
counts only 1born-again believers, the fi_gurc will be smaller. This per
centage includes aU denominations and sects such as the Mormaus and 
Jehovah Witnesses. Being a Christian means standing against the 
stream, and 1being a true disciple really means standing almost alone. 
Neither the government nor society is friendly to Christian Church in 
Japan. It is a constant lonely battle in ones daily Jife. To win a 
soul is a task itself, but to help him stay faithful is a much more diffi
cult jo~>. Marriage and job problems arc severe. Raising children 
within the Christian faith is •another toil, when the rest of the whole 
community is not only non-Christian but rather ~anti-Christian. Financ
ially, the small church is always weak no matter how dedicated the 
few members are. Workingfor Jesus is like trying to overthrow the 
pyramid with your two hands, but this is our joyous ministry. 
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After the Pacific War, the churches of Christ, mainly the main· 
streamers, sent many young missionaries to Japan. Unfortuately not 
many from the rremillennium segment This was 'at a time that there 
was bad feeling between the two divisions. The missionaries from the 
mainstream branch had vowed to nulify the work and to displace the 
workers of the premillennial group in Japan. There was a good bit of 
unpleasantness for a time but the old 1WOrkers continued to stay and 
work in Jaran. However, the younger and new men who came, did 
not remain loyal, left the premil fellowship nnd joined the mainstream. 
Sooner or later they left Japan and went ba·ck to America, leaving a 
disrurted condition in Japan. I came to the church of Christ fellow· 
ship through one of these men, Dr. Fred Scherman, a dental mission
ary, introduced by 0. D. Bixler and supported for many years ·by 
Highland Church of Christ. Dr. Scherman was instmmcntal in send
ing me to U.S. to study Bible and Bro. Orville Bbder performed the 
same service to Bro. Shichiro Nakahara. Bro. E.A. Rhodes was a quiet 
man and stayed out of the prevailing controversy as well as in the 
pre-mil conviCtion all the way through. He was considered a man of 
great love, and many Japanese brethren loved and respected him. He 
was the only missionary who was able to avoid the rost-war missionary 
power struggle. He died in Princeton, N.J. recently as you know. I 
was much influenced 1by his spiritual life. Today Bro. Ithodes' church 
in Yokohama has !fallen into wrong hands and \viii he a liberal church 
soon. We preachers in Japan are concerned over the situation and 
are ·praying. 

Pre-war Japanese churches of Christ were promoted by the Louis
ville FelJowshtp mostly until the Moreheads came from Nashvil1e 
around 1925. Bro. Morehead is a fine Christian and loved Bro. R.H. 
BoJI and Bro. E.A. Rhodes I met him last May in Nashville and he 
told me so. But Bro. Morehead's coming to Japan turned the wheel of 
missions from Louisville to the a-mil group, tbc mainstream, sucb as 
Harding College and others. I believe that something has gone wrong 
with the Louisville Fellowship for its lack of dynamic missionary pas
sion and vision. I am really concerned. Bro. Rhodes, twenty years 
ago, told me that his brothcl'110od was dying because of lack of Mis
sionary passion and vision. And I am afraid that he was right. The 
fact tbat the premil brotherhood could not maintain Southeastern 
Christiran College is another reason that I am praying. Most of the 
other rremil. denominations throughout the world arc prospering. 
I don't know why our brotherhood tends to become an inward growing 
body. HO\v and why did we lose that vision of mission worl<? The 
leaders of the larger clmrcbes arc constant!)' coming to Japan to sec the 
work. Their young missionaries come to Japan from time to time, and 
their quality is much better recently. Apathy, indifference and ignor
ance usually kill missionary work slowly. Where is t.'Ie glory ot mis
sionary promotion that drove and stimulated the whole churches of 
Christ in U.S.A.? The Louisville premil churches were once the very 
vebicle hy which churches of Christ U.S.A. carried out their missionary 
work. I am sad. 

As to my work in tbe western part of Tokyo is concerned, we have 
met in our house for about 20 years. I used to work for Tokyo YMCA 
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English School, teaching English as well as Bible. This was until1973. 
I taught from 9 A.M. till 9 P.M. daily, and this was a unique way to 
gain students and present Jesus Christ. I invited them to my home, 
gave them ·food and fellowship. Most of them were working students 
who came up to Tokyo from various parts of the country to earn money. 
They 'Were 'lonesome and hungry for good fellowship. Many came 
to know Jesus Christ and in this way I was able to support myself and 
the work. 

We live in a very small house. The building was never intended 
to house so many guests and visitors. We still meet here for fellow
ship, worship and various community service activities. We have fed 
more than 20;000 people since we started the work here. This informal 
cottage meeting or house-church pla)'s an important role in this big 
city, •for people nrc hungry for fellowship and ·retsonal contacts which 
they do not often get in attending a -big estao&lished church. Out_ of 
this fe11owship, a handful of committed Christians were added to His 
Body, oand we are quite happy. We started an extended ministry for 
the war-displaced squatters in Seoul, Korea in 1973. We promoted a 
nation-wide drive and raised $70,000 to ltelp the Christian sguatters to 
be re-located in an agricultural area under the leadership of tlie Church. 
This was a quiet but very unique modern exodus story of an Asian 
church, and many 1mve been surprised how a small body of committed 
JaP'anese Christians can do so much for the suffering millions in Asia. 
We leamed many lessons from our poorer friends. We thought we 
were helping them, but they helped us more in understanding the 
deeper meaning of Jesus Christ and His Cross-particu'larly the mean
ing of suffering. 

We meet in our house here. My Mother owns the-land and property. 
Tite lot is about 1656 square feet in area. The minimum unit area is 
about 36 square feet, and is today worth about $4000 to $5000. Mother 
bought this •land when it was much cheaper. On this piece of land we 
had our two houses built, one for our residence and one for church ac
tivities. TI1esc houses were rather poor quality, and heavy usage, plus 
termite damage, have left our buildings in poor condition. The residence 
is 1berond our ability to repair because of extremely high cost. We hope 
that the Lord will return before the house fialls down into pieces. Ty
phoons and earthquakes also hasten the life of the house. We do not 
allow this to prevent us doing our best for the Master. 

We have a handful of faithful members of the Body. Most of 
them al'C of the lower class people, but they really love the Lord nnd 
are always willing to share with other friends in various parts of Asia. 
They are dynamic ~ivers, generous sharers and I am very proud of 
them. I really don t know :how they can make such sacrifices from 
time to time considering their social and financial status. We reaHy 
praise the Lord for them. On Sundays we have 7 to 15 members and 
regular guests. We have our small Sunday School classes. Money
wise we me hopeless and helpless, but spiritually we arc a happy 
people One housewife was 'baptized last December and we arc pray
ing t}:lat a young couple will accept the Lord soon. The work is very 
slow, but patiently we do our best because He is our Lord and in Him 
we have hope and strength. 
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One time, our church members distributed some 30,000 handbills 
to every door in our community. It took about two weeks. As a 
result, we had one response and he did not come back. Since that 
time, we try to reach people through personal contact. We also take 
good care Of community people and their problems too in order to 
identify with the community. We emphasize helJ> to our Sunday 
School children in their daily needs, such as study 'and ·play. We have 
our own Bible retreat programs in the summer. At this last summer's 
4 day, 3 night session we had 55 youngsters. This was our 15th an
nual camp. Our work is slow and we need extreme patience to win a 
soul for Jesus Christ. Social pressure is severe and we have many 
difficulties and obstructions that tend to discourage our efforts for the 
Lord. 

Our friends outside Japan think that ours is a rich country. They 
judge from the ibig m:porters such as Mitsubishi, Hitachi, Toyota, 
Datsun-Nissan, Panasonic, Nikon, Canon, Sony, etc. which are extreme
ly rich. But they do not know that the average Japanese people arc 
not rich at all. A handful of rich capitalists do not represent the vast 
majority of tl1c Japanese masses. The Christian population is very 
small and we are the minority of minorities. This is one of our proo
lcms. Our little house .. church members are generous givers. It's 
offerings to charities is always higher than the average middle-class 
church in Japan. Everyone does his best to support our church activ
ities, but there is a limitation. Japan is one of fue worst parts of the 
world as far as inflation is concerned. We pay 8 to 10 times more for 
the same amount of meat, about twice as much for rice, and we are rice 
eaters. Fish is cx.pensivc. The cost of gasoline docs not affect me, 
since I do not ·have a car although the cost of a liter ( 1/4 gal.) is about 
70¢. About 4 gal. of kerosene is about $7.00 or more, and winter is 
near. 

There is a Shinto shrine about 300 yards away from us. The 
shrine io; a ·center of community life and every household pays a fee 
to the community organization. From these fees and dues they sup
port the shrines activities. We have just had on harvest festival. Com
munity women and senior citizens meet here. Youth clubs and firemen 
organization are supporters of the shrine, as are the <!hamber of COJ!l· 
merce, political organizations 'llnd police. Of course we, as Christians, 
cannot take ·part in these activities. Shrine and wine drinking arc in
separable. Thus we make ourselves aliens and consequently this 
means a lot of pressure. This shrine activity is country-wide and the 
churches do not have the answer to t:his soci~l problem. 

Well maybe I have spoken too much negatively. Personally, I am 
a ·hit tired after having worked for over 20 years without a vacation. 
I would like to rest for a couple of years to renew myself for a better 
service tomorrow. I have spent good and faithful days for the Master 
I am not regretful 'but rather grateful. He is so good. 

I would like to talk to you face to face to ex.plain some of the joys 
and sorrows as we work for the Kingdom. Apathy and indifference 
among the churches, and the loneliness and discouragement on the 
part of the missionaries rue great tools for Satan to attack and weaken 
His Kingdom. 
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I nm prescntlx studying the history of the American missionaries 
to Japan of the 18th and 19th century and am publishing the informa
tion serially in Japan, and it is ·being very well received. I would like 
to spend a couple of years in USA to do further research. But how? 
I don't know. 

Thank you for your interest and prayer for us. 

It Happened in Hamburg-1944-45 
by Ernest Dapozzo 

Part Ill 
"Uncertainty! The ·human soul that can support despair, supports 

not thec."-Mallet. 
Uncertainty through the day; susrense that awaits the breaking 

of the dawn. Every moment kept on edge 1by the fear of what may be. 
What will be the final end of this nightmare? Would r.he Germans, in 
a final desperate defense move, send us to the front to dig trenches? 
It looked that way. French prisoners were already 1being sent to the 
vicinity of Cologne. 

One day nearly all my comrades refused to eat the soup-which 
was nothing more than boiled water. And then r.hcy stopped working 
-which would have gravely injured our ·production guarantee. The 
German police came running, and not far ·behind, ·here came the work 
officials dressed in military uniforms and making all kinds of threats. 
As we were falling into ·formation, all sorts of doubts and fears crossed 
our minds. Around the perimeter of the area we saw military vehicles 
moving into position; armed with mao'hinc guns, they awaited orders 
to take us away. Where? Into the unknown ... 

There was in 1-Inmbur,g a very influential personage by the name 
of Bartholomay. He stood up in our defense with much tact. One 
more time we came out of a painful situation. Following this incident, 
Herr Bartholomay intervened on our behalf a number of times. He 
finally volunteered to take the responsibility of our •production and 
-wonder of wonders-the direction of the camp itself. 

In the meantime, the city was in a state of efFervescence. Every
one was •building ·barricades, but nobody knew where to build them. 
Would the attack come from the west, or from the cast? We were 
assigned to build anti-tank obstacles. Our work conditions were still 
deplorable--~but how much more for the young Russian women who 
worked with us. All day long, and regardless of the .weather, those 
f>OOr women had to swing the pick and shovel. I noticed that many of 
them had to protect their -legs from Lhc cold by wrapping them in old 
newspapers held in place •by a strand of wire. 

FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH 
The desire to see my children again increased with the passing of 

time. Anxiety became an obsession. Occasionally one of my com
panions would exclaim, "Ah, just to see my loved ones-even if were 
only for a single minute, and that at a distance!" Another soat down 
every evening and wrote a tender letter to his wife. He always asked 
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about. ~1e chil~en and gave advice in caring for them. When he had 
finished it a1ld signed it, he looked at me with tears in his eyes and 
tore it up, sayin~, "Oh, how I suGer, not -being able to ()Ommunicate 
with my family!' Every evening he would sit down and again begin 
his ·letter. That man was fifty. Sometimes he would offer a word of 
elWJ?lanation. "You see, dear Da:ppozzo, I love my wife, as though 
today were the first day of our love." I carried a profound respect 
for this dear comrade, were it for nothing else than his having much 
suffered and his having much loved. When I think of the discord that 
reigns in certain :families, I say to myself that many Christians could 
follow his example. 

I kept on reminding the Lord of my needs, because it is written: 
Casting all t{OUr care uron him 
for he careth for you ( •Pet. 5:7}. 

· One sleerless nigfut I prayed-as usual-that God would help me 
to go to my family. Sudde111y I became aware of an impression of 
rest and confidence in m.r. heart. So strong was the impression that I 
immediately concluded: 'Yes! I shall see tliem. I shall go to Switzer· 
land-soon, if the Lord will." 

There was conceived the scope of this little book. It should ·bear 
witness to the help and the faithfulness of God toward me-a 1telp and 
a faithfulness manifested in a marvelous way. 

The next morning, encouraged by this new assurance, I informed 
my companions of my intention to request a visa for Switzerland. 
Naturally they didn't take me seriously, and they made fun of me. I 
took ·a pencil and wrote these words on a cabinet: 

If ye shall ask anuthing in my name, 
twill do it (John 14:13)-Jesus 

"Do you believe this?'' they exdaimed sarcastically. 
"Certainly! God will provide the means to leave this country 

and to reach my family. It is true that the authorities here are power
ful, and they have me in their chains. However, the All-Powerful 
God 1breaks chains at wm, and nothing can resist His •will and His 
plans." 

The same day I compiled a formal request to see the pr~er offi
cial about obtaining a visa. When I arrived, some of the clerks recog
nized me and si~aled me to come on in. They asked what I wanted, 
and I simply replied, "I 1\Vould like to get a visa to visit my family in 
Switzerl•and." The response I received was not the response I ex· 
pected. The clerks looked at each other, and the office rang with 
laughter. One said, "Have you lost your reason? Or do you think 
that ma}"be your God wi11 give you a German visa?" 

"]awohll" I replied with assurance. They •went talking among 
themselves, but I didn't understand what they were saring. I stood 
there at the counter, asking myself if I should 'leave or i I should stay 
and absorb their insults. ~inally one of them seemed to wake up to 
the fact that I was still there, and he asked ilhe others. 

"What are we going to do with this?" 
"All he has to do is fill out the forms," they said, "but that won't 

get him anywhere. It's ridiculous." 
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"Let's say useless," another one added, turning his remarks to me. 
"As for going to Switzerland, every one of us in this office would like 
to go to Switzerland, but we know that only the office of the Reichs
fuebrer S. S. is authorized to issue visas for a neutral country. Because 
of the espionage .problem, it is certain that nobody will cross over into 
Switzerland without •being approved by the Reichsfuehrer S.S. Himmler 
in ·person. We are at war, gentlemen, and more than ever we've got 
to be on the alert." 
(Heinrich Himmler was second in command to Adolf Hitler. The SS 
troops and the Gestapo were directly responsible to Himmler-these 
were the Nazi "black shirts", the elite guard. Himmler and his sub
ordinates were notoriously ruthJess.-Ed.) 

At the name of Himmler, I could just feel the confidence draining 
out of me. The clerk gave me the forms to fill out in five cories. This 
done, I returned the forms to t:he official. He shook his head in unbe
lief, checked my identification, and dryly informed me, 'We will route 
your paper through the proper channels in Berlin, and we'Jl sec if God 
is alive or dead. We'll keep you informed." 

As I went down the stairs, a name haunted me: HIMMLER. 
Another temptation came to shake my confidence: Those clerks 

probably 'didn't even send my application to Berlin; they just dumped 
it in the •wastebasket. 

Had I deceived myself? At that very instant, a paper boy passed 
by. The front page was monopolized by a huge pliotograpli ... I I 
caught my •breath ... Staring at me from tlie newspaper was the Reichs
fuehrer. There was no misi'aking this repulsive profile. Dressed in 
his distinctive SS uniform, Himmler was photographed in a swearing-in 
ceremony of young (female) SS troors. 

This is the man who controls my ilestiny. I tried to envision him 
sitting in his office. He has my application in his hand. Will he 
sign? 

Fortunately there came to me this verse from the Bible: "With 
God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke 1:37). What~ great prom
ise! And what vast and marvelous horizons it opens before our view! 

The name of the LORD is a strong tower; 
the righteous runneth into it, and is safe ( Prov. 18:10). 

"No, my destiny doesn't depend on Heinrich Himmler-BUT ON 
GOD HIMSELF." The doubts of the day were fuding away. 

That evening I was again with my companions at the camp. All 
of them were interested in my visa application, and tl1ey questioned 
me in chorus. 

"Did you get the visa?" 
''The papers are on their way to Berlin." 
"Are you sure?" 
"AU I can tell you is that the Lord is working on it." With that, 

I made a little mark on the cabinet beside the woras that I had written 
that morning. 

More questions. "Do you plan to put down a little mark for every 
day?" At my affirmative reply, they shook their heads doubtfully. 

"That would he OK if you had a bigger wall," said one. 
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''You ought to make your lines smaller; that way, you'll have more 
room." 

The air raid alarm put a stop to the jokes, and every man scurried 
out to find the nearest possible refuge. When I got situated in a 
shelter, I began to do some figuring in my head. I think I need to 
allow at least a month, I told myself. Yes, it will take a month to go 
to Berlin and back. A month isn't too 1bad. I can stand another 
month. 

Life continued at the camp, but under much pressure. The polico 
department was manifestly more nervous in dealing with the men at 
the camp. We were given a new responsibility-burying the dead, 
victims of aerial bombardment. T.hey were buried in the common 
graves at Ohlsfodf and in the cemetery of Hamburg; none welcomed 
this chore. Nobody gave a second thought to the solemn services of 
the past, when there were Bowers and wreaths, music and singing, 
rraycrs and condolences. There was no time for ceremony. Tlie 
sheer number of bodies to he disposed of required attention to the task. 

To us, it was a job to be done as soon as possible. T.here was no 
wood for biers or coffins ... not even a measure of privacy in a rough 
grave. TI1in bodies, togctlter with parts and limbs, were gathered and 
qrouped. When the trenches were nearly full, they were covered with 
earth. 

One day they announced to us that there would be no work duty 
on Saturday afternoon and Sunday. All personnel would remain in 
camp. Naturally, they didn't give us their reason, but we guessed 
what it was about: The reserves of prime materials were being ex
hausted. Hamburg's supplies were so low that it could not have sus
tained a prolonged attack. The lines of communication were para
lyzed. In broad daylight, transportation came under heavy bombing 
and strafing. 

A month had gone by since I had fiJ,cd application for a visa. On 
the side of the cabinet, thirty little pencil marks underscored the Bible 
verse. And yet without any kind of answer. Every evening, my com
panions reminded me: "Have you made your little mark today?" It 
would be three long months before I heard anytlting. In the mean
time, winter had come again. Snow blanketed the landscape, covering 
the ruins in white, but it also created such a sense of desolation that I 
longed to be free from such an inhospitable ·place. 

One evening our company was overwhelmed ·by consternation. 
A companion had brought into the oamp a newspar.er with these chill
ing headlines: Von Rundstedt launches formidavle offensive in the 
Ardennes. Enemy in rout abandons quantities of material. Advance 
continues. 

11he Lagerfuehrer (camp director), an ancient Navy officer, was 
jubilant. For some time, he had softened somewhat, in view of t:he 
turning of events. Now he was on the up-swing again; you would 
have t11ougllt him to be twenty years younger. Cesticulating, he :ex
plained how the Wehrmacht had made sucl1-and-such a move, and now 
was just 38 miles north of Paris. We looked at each otltcr terrified. 
"That's Compiegnl" said one. 

You could read acrross their faces delusion and depression. "Will 
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we never get out of this prison?" added another, and immediately went 
into a seizure. 

This brief success on the western front was enough to galvan
ize tlhe energies of the Nazi party. Once again young people were 
seen in the streeets, wearing the Swastika. 

CONFLICTS 
One morning I was notified to report to the office for alien affairs. 

"It's about your visa," the,r said. 
This news made my heart beat faster ... after three months of 

waiting. It was not without emotion that I found myself 'behind the 
same counter, facing the same clerks. Seeing me enter the office, they 
recognized me and smiled. I was sure tlhat the visa \Vas there, prob
ably in a dmwcr. Evidentl_r, there was some little formality to take 
care of, and then I would finally be off to Bclp. 'Til be there for 
Christmas with my family," I thought. 

After intentionally making me wait a long time, the official held 
out to me the forms that I had filled out. 

He said, "Your application has been sent •back from Berlin. Your 
request has been rejected." Looking at me intensely, he added, "God 
is dead!" 

For a moment I was so stupefied that I couldn't even formulate a 
minimum response. I collected my wits and reacted: "No sir. Jesus 
Christ is Conqueror and He is alivel I'll file .a new request." He gave 
me the forms and I filled them out for the second time. When Ilmd 
finished and signed them, I extended them toward the official, ·hut he 
refused to accept them. 

"We wouldn't have the slightest idea where to send them," he said. 
"Don't forget that your application has been rejected. Do you under
stand what I'm saying? Why don't you try sending the papers to your 
Cod?" 

"]awolzl," I said, and went out. Now I really didn't know what to 
do. The forms were in my pocket, and that wouldn't get any results. 

That evening my companions smothered me with advice and re
proof. "We told you from the •beginning. Putting little marks on 
the wall isn't going to get you any tliing." I looked at my Bible verse 
and the row of little perpendicular Jines. How long the row was get
ting to bel But I couldn't erase that Bible text. It had to remain, and 
I had to keep on ~>elieving, even when all other reasons for hope were 
gone. I took my pencil and made another tally-mark. 

"You're crazy!" My companions told me. "Wake up! Think! 
Come to your senses!" A companion who would later die in a bomb
ing raid, reasoned thus: "Believe me. I'm fifty years old; I have ex
perience. TI1erc is no hope in this Jlroject of yours. The ·best thing 
you can do is to forget it; save yourself a lot of useless pain." 

The days kept on passing by, and the line of marks on the cabinet 
kept on getting fongcr. 

The temptation was great; questions came into my mind uninvited. 
"Has God fors•aken me? Am I stil'l His child, or is it just an impression, 
an imagination. Am I really born again?" 

On another occasion, similar thoughts slipped into my mind. "Yes, 
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that's the way it must be. God has abandoned me, He is right. I have 
no merit to be His child. If certrun things hadn't happened in _years 
past, maybe He would bear me now." Some days I was so down
cast that I envied those who were dead However, when evening 
came, I made a new mark on the wall. 

Reflecting on a passage from Pilgrim's Progress by John Bunyan, 
I regained my spiritual stability. I relived the episode of Christian 
and Hopeful in the Castle of Doubt, and once again the joy of my sal
vation was restored. 

"Yes, Lord. Every disobedience and every tmnsg1·ession has re
ceived its just retribution. Yes, Jesus is Victor and Helives. Hallelu
jah! Be praised, 0 Lord, for your love and your infinite fidelity. 

CllRlSTMAS ... AT llOME 
Christmas arrived with a store of memories of childhood, but the 

nostalgia carried with it a note of suffering. In the big camp dormi
tory, some of the companions sang: 

"It's Christmas at our house-It's Christmas in France." 
There was no fire to warm us on that icy December. Com

bustibles had become rare, and it was prohibited to light a Oame. Al
most all the companions, stretched out on the straw, were left to their 
dreams. All thoughts went to their loved ones, so far away. For sbc 
months we had had no word from home. T.hc front was so arranged 
that mail from France could not get through. 

I slipped out of camp ·and headed across the rubble toward Ep-rcn
dorf. I knew that at Abcndl'Oahsweg there was a little chapel called 
Bethanien (Bethany). When I arrived there, the cclcbmtion had al
readx begun. The chapel was packed. I soon sensed an ineffable joy 
that filled the room; it was the joy of Christmas. The light from the 
pine tree reminded us that "I am the light of the world." T.his festival 
was too much for me; the tears Bowed unbidden. And when the little 
children sang "Silent Night," with difficulty I restrained the tears. 

I noticea that many of the worshippers were dressed in mourning 
(usually a black arm band; if not, a suit or dress of black. It usually 
indicates a fairly recent hereavement.). T.he preacher, a true man of 
God, brought a touching Christmas message of the love of God. He 
was a German, and those who surrounded me were Germans, but I saw 
in them only brothers in Christ. I knew that they were not the cause 
of this terrible war that '\Vas dividing the peoples. On the contrary, 
they suffered as I did 1because of this state of affairs. "On earth peace, 
good will toward men." 

Among all the children of God gathered there, thc11e were no 
noticeable social differences. Most of them no longer had homes; 
others 3md lost everything in the bombing. They gave me the im
pression of a close-knit family-a spiritual family, among whom Chdst 
lived and moved. 

The celebration continued with some magnificent hymns and a 
program that, I am sure, would not have been well received by the 
Nazi authorities. I marveled at such courage. Here is a line or two 
from the preachers. "Brothers, let us humble ourselves for the wrongs 
of our leaders, that God my grant to our people the grace to turn to 
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Ilim '~ith all our si~1 nnd misery." 
F1nally, the fesl1val 'Came to a close with a chorus. 
!l~e evangelist stood by the d~or to greet each one leaving. When 

I pa~st:d , , he appeared to ht' surpnscd by my F rench military uniform. 
He shook m)' hand and then asked strai<Yht out "Arc you a child of 
God? a redeemed one?'' 

0 
' ' 

.. ~ At my a.ffi~mative reply, he shook my hand aO"ain-'\vith more vigor. 
l·.or us ~hn~~!ans, there 'fll'C no frontiers," he acl'aed. "We are one in 

llun. Htght? 
" ~!1 that n.1omc•~.t , the Spi rit of Cod was drawing our hearts together. 

Yes, I rephed. We arc brothers." 
O thers gath ered around me. They wanted to know who I was 

an~ where I cam? from. Some asked to sec pictures of my wife and 
chtlch:cn .. T!1e s1stcr who was the director of the Martinis trnsse 
n.osp!tal mvt.tcd me to come back the next Sunday to dine in that in
s titution. FmaJly I had found a family. 

Studies in the Book of Acts 
Larry Miles 

"Saul Meets Jesus, The Lord Of Glory" 
Acts 9:1-31 

INTRODUCTION 
We have now come to the chapter that reaUy starts off the nar

rative about the main character in the rest of the Book of Acts . As 
tho read er will notice, our study fo r this month C('ntcrs on only the 
first 31 verses of the 9th -chapter. Verses 32-43 will be covered in the 
nc'\t !Urticle. W e ask that the reader h ave his or her Bible ready as 
the cvt•nts in the life of Pall! come into view. 

SAUL'S UFE PRJOR TO TilE EXPERIENCE ON 1' /lE ROAD TO 
DA.\IASCU$ 

At this time we want to cover some of the <Cnmts in the life of 
Saul of Tarsus prior to his becoming a Christian. We must go to other 
scriplural sources for our materia). In Philippians 3:5, ·Pnul wrote, 

" ... circumcised tho eighth day, of the nation of Israe l, of tho b·ibc of 
Bcujamin a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, n l)hariscc. 
1 n Acts 25:4-5, Luke writes, 

So, then, all Jews know my manner of lifo from my youth up, which from 
the bcginninu was spent among my own nation nnd at j erusalem; since they hnvo 
known about me for a long time previously, if they a.rc willin~ to test ify, that 
1 lh·ed ns a Pharisee accordinj! to the strictest sect of our relil!ion. 

In Acts 22:3, Dr. Luke writes, 



I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, cducated1 
under Gamaliel, strictly according to the laws of our fathers, being zealous ot 
Cod. just as you all are today. 
In Galatians 1:13-14, Paul wrote these words. 

For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to 
persecute the church of Cod lieyond measure, and tried to destroy it; and I was 
advancing beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more 
zealous for my ancestral traditions. 

The reason that we have taken the time to cite these references is 
that Luke, in the account tn the 9th of Acts, does not give us much 
detail. In Acts 22:3, Paul cites his birthplace as Tarsus of Cilicia. 
Concerning this city, Gareth Reese writes, 

Tarsus was then •a center of Creek learning, almost rivalin}{ Athens and Alex
andria; and on account of its situation on a navigable river (the Cydnus River), 
and near the mountain passes leading into the Interior of Asia Minor to the north, 
and of Syria to the east, it was a center of extensive commerce. 

It seems that Saul received both a Greek and a Jewish education. 
He was versed in the history of •both cultures. Also cverx Jewish boy 
would he taught a trade. According to Acts 18:3, Saul's was tent
making. We're told that he was a Roman citizen. This would come 
in handy for him in later years. 

Paul tells us that he was brought up in the city of Jerusalem. He 
studied under Gamaliel. It is eviaent that he was well versed in the 
doctrines and traditions of the Pharisees. It is thought that Saul was 
a member of the Sanhedrin. This comes from Acts 26:10 which reads, 

And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the 
saints in prison, having received authority from the Chief priests, but also when 
!~ey were being put to death I cast my vote against them. 
Whether Saul of Tarsus was a member of the Sanhedrin, we can only 
guess. It is with this background material behind us, that we ·begin 
our study of the 9th dhapter of Acts, verses 1-31. 

SAUL PERSECUTES TI-lE Cl-IURCI-1: ACTS 9:1 
After the death of Stephen, the persecution of the Lord's people 

became greater. This persecution was led •by Saul <lf Tarsus. Saul 
was not content with speaking out against the Way. He sought to 
erase, from the face of the earth, the followers of Jesus, the Nazarene. 
He was not content to battle the saints in Jerusalem alone. He wanted 
to pursue the followers of Jesus even to Damascus. 

SAUL SEEKS LETTERS OF AUTHORITY FROM THE SANHED
RIN: ACTS 9:2 

Saul o~ Tarsus, ~ zealous defender of the Pharisees, thought that 
he "~as dom~ the ~viii. of Jehovah God in opposing the Way. Con
cemmg Sauls motivation in this manner Robert L Maddox Jr in 
tho Layman's Bible Book Commentary, ha~ this to say,' ' ., 
£r Noht chio_ntent ~o harass the Christians in Jerusalem, Saul received permission 

om t e gh pr1est to go to Damascus to arrest and extradite followers of the 
Way, both men and women, back to Jerusalem for trial and judgment. Clad to 
have Ssuch

1 
ahzealous advocate on their side, -the high priest and his cohorts gladly 

gave au t e necessary papers. 
Thus Saul, with the 1backing of the Sanhedrin, left, with a company of 
me~, bound for Damascus, to further persecute the saints of the Living 
Sav1or. 
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SAUL'S JOURNEY TO DAMASCUS: ACTS 9:3 
Saul had left Jerusalem with the backing of the Sanhedrin. J. W. 

McGarvey had this to say about Saul's trip to Damascus, 
The distance from J crusalcm to Damast-us Is about one hundred and forty 

miles. The most unusaf route to travel was northward along the dividing ridge 
of the mountain range through Bethel and Shechem to Jczreel; thence westward to 
Bcthshan on the bluff leading down to the Jordan valley; thence up that valley to 
a sto.ne bridge across the Jordan which is still standing to this day: and thence 
along the elevated plateau cast of the Jordan valley to Damascus. During the last 
day's journey the road passes along the eastern hasc of ~lount Hermon, whose 
snow-capped summit hounds the horizon on the left. 

As Saul neared Damascus, Luke tells us that "suddenly a light 
from heaven Oashed around him." What was happening to Saul of 
Tarsus? 

SAUL MEETS JESUS, TilE LORD OF GLORY: ACTS 9:4-19 
Here in verse 4, Luke tells us that after the appearance of the light 

Saul fell to the ground. He heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, Why 
nrc ·you persecuting Me?" Here, Jesus Christ makes it personal. Saul 
had not only been persecuting mere mortals, :he hnd been persecuting 
the Lord of Glory Himself. To persecute Christians is to persecute 
Christ. 

In verse 5 Saul asks the voice to identify himself. The answer 
comes back, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting." J.W. McGarvey 
wrote these words, 

It is impossible for us, who have been familar with the glory of the risen 
Christ from infancy, to fully realize the thoughts and feelings which flashed like 
lightning Into the tltc soul of Saul, on hearing these words. Up to this moment ho 
had held Jesus to be un Imposter cursed of Cod nnd mnn, ond His followers 
blasphemers worthy of death: but now this hated being Is suddenly revealed to 
him in a ,blaze of divine glory. The evidence of eyes and ears can not be 
doubted. There He stands, with the light of heaven and the glorv of Cod around 
him, and He says, 'I am Jesus.' Stephen was right and I have shed innocent blood. 

In verse 6, Saul is told to go to the city and "it shall be told you 
what vou must do." Saul of Tarsus was not saved on the Road to 
Damascus. This is clear by the text and other sources in the New 
Covenant writings. 

Verse 7 informs us that Saul's companions heard the voice ibut 
saw no one. It is possible that, although they hc-ard the voice, they 
did not understand it. Verse 8 tells us that Saul got up.· His eyes 
were open but ·he was blind. He was led into the city ~ the hand. 
We're told in verse 9 that Saul went three days without sight, food, or 
water. 

In Acts 9:10 ·we're told of Ananias. He is introduced as a certain 
disciple. The Lord appeared unto him in a vision. Ever ready to 
serve the Risen Lord, Ananias said, "Behold, here am I, Lord." In verse 
11 we see the instructions that Jesus had for His servant Ananias. He 
tells him to go to tJw street that is called Straight and inquire at the 
house of Judas for Saul of Tarsus. We're told that Saul is praying. 
Verse 12 tells us that Saul has had a vision of the upcoming arrival of 
Annnias. In verse 13, Ananias tc11s the Lord of Glory that he has heard 
about the person of Saul and his background. Continuing in verse 14 
we have t:he statement that Saul did what he did by the authority of 
the chief priests. 
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In verse 15 and 16, we read these words, "But the Lord said to 
him, 'Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My Name be
fore the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him 
how much he must suffer for My Name's sake.'" Although Ananias 
is afraid to go to Saul because of the persecution here in these two 
verses we sec the purpose of God for Saul. Even though Saul had 
been persecuting Jesus and His followers, Jesus still had plans for 
Saul. Saul was to do great things for the Lord of Glory. 

In verse 17, Ananias left his home and went to seck out Saul of 
Tarsus. He then laid hands on Saul. He informed Saul that it was 
the Lord Jesus that had sent him, the same Jesus who appeared to him 
on the road. He told him that his sight would •be restored and that he 
would be filled with the Holy Spirit. Nowhere up to here docs it say 
that Saul was saved. 

In connection with verse 18 we want to consider Acts 22:16. Acts 
9:18 reads as follows, "And immediately there fell from his eyes some
thing like scales, and he regained his sight, and he arose and was 
baptized." Acts 22:16, "And now why do you delay? Arise and be 
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His Name.'' We're 
known as a people who stress the teaching of the whole counsel, so we 
should be willing to let the entire teacbing on salvation be known. 
The New Testament teaches that certain conditions must be met before 
we can be saved. That there are conditions required does not negate 
tihe doctrine that salvation is completely by grace. To receive this 
grace of God, :we must meet certain conditions. We do not teach a 
law-gospel1as some do. We can know that we arc saved NOW! We 
do not have to •wait until eternity to see if the scales are tipped in our 
direction. Saul of Tarsus was saved in the same way you and I are 
today. Saul believed that Jesus was Lord. Because of this faith, Saul 
repented of his past sins, and he had a lot to ~ent of. Saul was will
ing to follow the commandments of Jesus ·by being immersed into His 
Lord Saul received the forgiveness of his sins. And last but not 
least Saul received the promised indwelt Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is the one who enables us to live the Christian life. He is a person. 
We praise God that we in the "pre-mil" group have always been taught 
that the Holy Spirit is a real person not one who is identified with the 
Bible. Yes, some have gone so far as to say that the Holy Spirit and 
the Bible were one in the same. Another wn}' of putting it is "The 
Holy Spirit does not operate outside of the Word of God.'' We're sure 
any honest Bible Student will admit that the Holy Spirit does not oper
ate contrary to the Word, but they arc not the same. So much for the 
personal commentary. Let's get back to the life of Saul of Tarsus. 

SAUL BEGINS TO PROCLAIM T11AT JESUS IS TllE CHRIST: 
ACTS 9:20-22 

Only a few days after his conversion, Saul began to proclaim Jesus 
as Lord. Verse 21 informs us that those who heard him were amazed. 
Thex knew of Saul's past life and his hatred for the followers of Jesus 
and his contempt for Jesus Himself. V:erse 22 tells us that Saul con
tinued to increase in strength and continued to confound the Jews by 
proving that Jesus was the Christ. 
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SAUL'S JOURNEY TO ARABIA: GALATIANS 1:15-17 
\Ve must, nt some limv, accoun t for the time that Paul spent in 

Ambia. In Galatians 1:15-17, we rend the following, "But when lie 
who had set m e apart, even from my moth er's womb, and called me 
through His grace, was plcasc·d to reveal His Son in me, lhat I might 
preach Ilim among the Genti les, I did not immcdiat·cly consult with 
Resh and blood, nor did J ~o up unto J erusnlem to those who were 
apostles b efore me; but I went away to Arabia, and re turned once more 
to Damascus." 

This sC'erns the logical place to put these events. W e place them 
here in the flrs t phrase of Act~ 9:2.'3. It seems that shortly after his con
version, the Lord led him to Arabia. Paul tells us that it was not 
through any human that he was called to p reach. Paul got his Gosp el 
dircctlv from Cod, not through the intcrvt.:ntion of men. ·we must as
sumo that while he was in Arnhia he received clirect revelations from the 
Lord of Glory. It is thought that t he time spent there was close to 
three years. Paul mentions that number in Galatians 1:18. There h e 
snys that it wns three years after his conversion that he went to Jeru
salem. \Vc must return now to Acts 9. 

SAUL'S ESC:APE FRO'flt[ DAMASCUS AND THE JOURNEY TO 
JERUSALEM: ACTS 9:23-29 

"After many days had elapsed." It is ~1ere that many writers 
have put the events that we have outHnecl in the previous paragraph. 
Saul re turned to Damascus, the place of his conversion, ready to pro
claim that Jesus was the Christ. He had received his call from Jesus 
Himself. Because of the inHucncc be was having in his preaching1 the 
Jews decided it was time to silence him for good. In verse 24 we're 
told that Saul became aware of the plot to ki ll him. Tho Jews were 
watching the ,1.mtes daily and also by night. They .figured that if he 
tried to leave they would kill him. In verse 25 we sec Saul of T arsus 
escaping from the city of D amascus by ·hcing lowered in a basket 
through an opening in the wall. 

Verse 26 informs us that Saul was now in Jerusalem. The apostles 
did not want nnythin~ to do with him. They did not think he was a 
disciple. In verse 27 Bam abns stood up nnd defended Snul of Tarsus. 
H e told them how Saul met the Lord and how he had testifled for 
tl1e Lord in Damascus. Verse 28 tells us that Saul was speaking boldly 
about Jesus. W e find Saul dcaHng with tbe Helenistic Jews. It tells 
hero that they were attempting to kill :him. What wou ld happen? 

SAUL GOES TO TARSUS: ACTS 9:30-31 
In verse 30 we're told that after the brethren discovered that the 

H elcnistic Jcw.5 were <tttcmpting to kill Sau l they brought him down to 
Cncsarea and sent him away to Tarsus. Thci'C Saul had a fruitful 
minis·try. According to Galatians 2:1, it was to be fo urteen years 
la ter when Paul came back to Jerusalem. We do not read about Saul 
again in tho Book of Acts until the 11th chapter. 

In Acts 9:31, we read thnt tJ1e church es jn the nroa were con
tinuing to enjoy peace and increased growth. Our next article will fin 
ish our 9th chapter of Acts. lt will bo cnlled "Peter's work in Lydda." 
W e ask 1all who read to study this passage in preparation for the next 
f'ssay. Until n ext time, MAnANATHAr 
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