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W. R. H.

LOOKING FOR A PERFECT CHURCH

Ralph and I had gotten all-day passes from the orderly room at
Camp Shenango, Pa., a staging area for GI's who were being outfitted
for an all-expense-paid cruise. It was a Sunday morning, and as we
rode a bus to Chester, Pa., we sounded each other out. With similar
motives, we were both looking for a place we could worship God,
and have fellowship with other believers. Ralph was a church organ-
ist, and I, with a young wife and baby, had been “circuit-riding” to
help at three small churches in the bluegrass of Kentucky.

Descending the last hill as we came into town, on the right side
was a massive and beautiful church building (not identifiable from
that view) and Ralph commented: “Look at that large church. There
surely will be a massive pipe-organ there. I am going to get off and
attend.” A few moments later, the bus made another stop and I
alighted in the heart of town, right near a fire-house. “Is there a
church of Christ round about? I inquired of one of the firemen.
“Yes, there is.  Go thus and thus, and it is right there.” Sure enough,
I found it, and just about on time. It was about the equal of the
three various groups that we had been privileged to attend in Ken-
tucky. I don’t recall anything about the message, except that I felt
very much at home and really entered into the Spirit of the meeting.

That evening, back in the barracks, we compared notes. I had
found those with whom I could commune in the Lord’s supper. He
had really been thrilled with the music program he had heard, as it
seemed to meet the longing of his music-oriented soul. Thirty-nine
vears later, I must concede that “though always changing, man is ever
the same.” We still have a broad spectrum of traditions and prefer-
ences that dictate where we are going to “get off of the bus.”

THINGS WORTHWHILE

In choosing where to worship, many folks seek out a group that is
attracting the young people.  After all, our own young ones need to be
in a sizeable group, where there will be more opportunities to get
acquainted with Mr. Right. It works like this: I take my family of
four out of a group where there were only ten, and attend where there
are twenty. Now the kids are with a total of 24. Where I formerly
attended, there are now six. If these six are not able to bring in a few
outsiders and build things back up a bit, they may also move along.

“I like to be a part of a “going concern,” says another. “Where I
am going now, they have two morning services, with Sunday school in
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between. Besides, I can now go to early service, have Bible class, and
still get on my way to my favorite...” “And this greacher really
preaches it straight—just the way we have always heard it.”

“There is jsomething for everybody. Even the senior citizens have
a lunch club, bus trips, etc. etc. T am not sure I want to put my “mem-
bership” (whatever that is!) there yet, because I am not fully in
agreement with their budget and emphasis on giving.”

“I think fthere needs to be some system whereby the preacher
makes the hospital calls more promptly. It really is nice to have some-
one come when you are ill. They have a committee and a system that
really works.’

Some pedple have an allegiance to a particular minister. “Where-
ever he goes, e gol” seems to be their philosophy. “I don’t really care
to sit through|the sermons of anyone else. And, he never fails to men-
tion baptism when he extends the invitation.”

A VALID REASON

I join with many who want the church to be alive, Spiritually.
By this, I mean, the Holy Spirit is an indwelling Person, and His power
and sweetnes§ should be evident. Though some may not have yielded
to His sway ds much as others, still there should be none who would

want to eithe;
select songs b|
I, can apply t
saint to pick

scripture.  Fg

songs (espec

grieve or quench Him. I know that the Holy Spirit can
ptter than I, can discern the burdens of others better than
he scriptures better than I Yet He will always use some
a song, lift a burden, or come up with an appropriate
r this reason, I dislike rigid formality. To have the
ally the invitation and worship songs) picked a week

ahead of tim¢ rules Him out of helping us in these choices. I believe
that the preagher should be willing to change his message, abbreviate
th

it, or even d

spense with it altogether, if the Spirit of the meeting

indicates that we should, as a body, continue in praises, go into a
season of earnest prayer, or give the floor to some visitor whom the
Lord has evidently sent witha message.

LOOK AT THESE!

If you have recently “Changed churches” or are thinking to do so,
consider these questions:

This urggncy that I have to share, or seek to find: Have I tried to

develop it i

the up where I have been till now? Instead of

seeking out those who have these “gifts”, why not let my life show them
forth to those where I am at present?
Have you prayed to the Lord specifically (aloud, in your closet)
about making this change, earnestly seeking His will in the matter?
Will this |change increase your Bible study and prayer time on a

consistent bas
Have you
in the last yeq
That clag
wanting to le
Do you ]
looking for a

s?
1 attended all of your present group’s business meetings

=1
a v

s that you have been offered to teach, are they really
arn, or to hear a new voice?

lan to put your shoulder to the wheel, or are you really
joy ride?
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Secretary of the Interior James Watt
sees America as a “hurting nation” re-
garding the threats to our political and
religious freedoms. The secretary recog-
nizes that the desire for political likerty
runs parallel to the “yearning that flows
and cries for spiritual freedom.” The
one main force which Mr. Watt sees
“shuffing out” our spiritual liberty is
what he calls “excessive government.”
“We have abandoned the political role
to the religious left, who teach doc-
trines and thoughts that would destroy
our fundamental political and religious
freedoms,” Watt told the 1983 oradu-
ating class of Liberty Baptist College.
o o o L el

EDWARD SATCHFIELD DECIDED
HE QUALIFIED so he applied. The ad
was looking for someone seeking “high
adventure and appropriate pay.” He
found that he would be paid $8,000
plus expenses to blow a hole in the
wall of the county jail in Golden, Colo.
Thoush he could use the money, he
was not looking for that kind of ad-
venture so he decided to mnotify the
F.B.I. They found that the offer was
made in order to help a friend escape
who was being held on charges of
felony theft, burglary, and forgery.
As a result both the advertiser and
prisoner are being held on $100.C00
bond for the attempted escape. “High
adventure?” You bet!
& o £ &
BIRTH CONTROL IN COMMUNIST
CHINA. The murder of female babies
by ancient Chinese methods of family
planning—drowning, exposure, and mu-
tilation—has heen revived as a direct
result of a birth control law passed in
1979, which permits each family to
have only one child, Under this birth
control law, couples must ask the party’s
permission to conceive. Party cadres
maintain tight surveillance so that un-
authorized pregnancies can be detected,

@’iewing, the Newd

Jack Blaes

Women must display their sanitary nap-
lfms on de’mand, for example, to show
they aren’t pregnant. Thousands of
women have been forced to have abor-
tions. Christians have to be opposed to
such Satanic destruction of human life
even in distant lands; but we must face
up to the fact that this is in the minds
of those who are pushing for uncontrol-
led abortion and euthanasia in our own
country.
-3 £ & o o
DOES ANYONE IN THE FREE
WORLD KNOW WHAT RUSSIANS
OUR GRAINS FEEDS! “This a happy
day for American agriculture and for
the citizens of this country,” says Sec-
retary of Agriculture John Blor_ﬁ(. The
Administration had just announced a
new grain agreement with the Soviet
Unjion under which the Reds are re-
quired to buy at least nine million
metric tons of wheat and corn in each
of the next five years, and may buy up
to 12 million tons without receiving
permission in advance. Senator Daniel
Moynihan (D.-N.Y.) criticizes the ac-
cord, asking, “If we're going to feed the
Russian Army, what right have we to
complain about the way in which the
Russian Army conduets itself?” In a
speech to members of the Future
Farmers of America, President Reagan
implied that the Communists want the
grain to feed the citizenry. I wonder if
the high schoolers really bought that
line from #the ?resident.
£ L]

HAS ANY READER SEEN ANY RE-
PORT OF MONEY BEING TRANS-
FERRED TO AMERICA for any pur-
chase which the communists have made
from America? If so, I would like to
know about it, as I'm sure, all of Amer-

ica would.
& -3 o - &

ANYONE FOR PEACE? At least 10

million people have met death as a re-
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sult of war sin

World War II. Right

now, people ar¢ killing each other in

at least 15 “sm
like 20 “lesser
ated Press rem
and war” situg
powers have n
other on the b
almost half the
classified as p
waged between
encouragegl by°

THE PRESIDE
100 LETTERS
of nuclear war.
that much atter
from a special

cned, ill-inform

1 wars” and something
confliots.” The Associ-
hirks about the “peace
ttion:  “Although great
ot clashed with each
attlefield for 38 years,
current wars could ke
roxy battles, conflicts
local forces armed and
he asupe:povx?rs.”

NT RECEIVES OVER
A DAY on the subject
No other subject gets
ition. These letters are
tlass of citizens—fright-
ed schoolchildren who

are filling teachér’s assipnments in writ-
ing the President. It is apparent from
the statements of the children that they
have been indogtrinated with a particu-
lar political viewpoint, and have been
drenched with fear. They see the Pres-
ident as a war-grazed person who can’t

wait to push
very well be th
age that the larg

the “button,” It could
e major scandal of our
est teacher organization

in_America is promoting such political
indoctrination in the classroom. The
National Educagion Association has de-
veloped a project which is promoting
this activity in [America’s sohools. The
Association has published a program of
Study (?) entitldd Choices: A Unit On
Conflict And Nuclear War. Even the
liberal Washington Post calls it what
it is, "po]iotical °i 1do::trin§tion;’ g

“ENTITLEMENT TO TAX-EXEMP-
TION,” said Chjef Justice Warren Bur-
ger, “depends oh meetinﬁ certain com-
mon law concepts of charity—namely,
that an institution seeking tax-exempt
status must serve a public purpose and
not be contrary to established public
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policy.” That was from Bob Jones Uni-
versity vs. U.S. On June 16, 1983, the
Supreme Court made it perfectly clear
that abortion was established as” public
policy. “The Justices,” said Time maga-
zine, “roundly reaffirmed the land-
mark 1973 decision as the law of the
land.” All tax-exempt institutions (in-
cluding churches, hospitals, universities)
opposing abortion as murder of the in-
nocent are in danger of losing tax-ex-
emption, and you can be very sure that
the ACLU wirl not by-pass this golden
Opportunitqy to Jpress eamattgr.

THE SAME DAY THE SUPREME
COURT ANNOUNCED ITS abortion
decision some 50 people were being
sought in nine states for slaying eagles!
Eagles have more legal protection in the
U.S. than unborn human beings! Con-
gressman Hyde contends that a blade
of grass has more protection than an
unborn human being. William D. Mote
is correct: “Why worry about the butch-
ery of the Third Reich? Since the U.S.
Supreme Court gave the nod, we have
surgically slaughtered enough babies to
make Hitler's regime look like inept
amateurs.”
-] o o L] L]
GAY LEADERS DELIBERATELY
SUPPRESS VITAL information con-
cerning San Francisco’s Castro area and
AIDS, They did not want to admit
publicly that gay leader’s bath houses
were hot houses for AIDS. Instead,
since the bath houses were the symbol
of gay liberation itself, the gay leaders
sought to suppress studies tying bath
house promiscuity to AIDS. The gays
worry that if they admit the plapue s
spread sexually, “everything that had
been said about their lifestyle would
seem true.” So in order for it not to
appear to be true, they simply lie about
it.



THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS

Ernest E. Lyon

“Grace Reigning as King”

And the law came in besides, that the trespass might abound;
but where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly;
that, as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign
through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.—Romans 5:20, 21 ASV.

As we come to the end of this difficult but wonderful chapter 5
of Romans, we find Paul bringing to a glorious end his contrast of the
result of Adam’s sin and of Christ’s act of righteousness in dying for us.
Read those two verses several times, and if possible, read them in
several translations.  You should then be able, if you are a Christian,
to praise God and thank Him anew for the wonderful work He did for
us in Christ.

“And the law came in besides” is the ASV translation of the be-
ginning of verse 20. The KJ and NKJV translation of “entered” in-
stead of “came in besides” is much less a true picture of what Paul
is saying. Strong’s translation as “came in alongside” is probably
better. The idea is that to show the terribleness of sin, the law was
brought in for us to see what sin really is. It is like @ mirror being
held up to see, or much more to the point, a magnifying glass being
used to show in greater detail. Put a magnifying glass over a place
with dirty spots and more spots seem to appear. The glass does not
create the dinty spots; it simply lets you see them better. That is the
way the law “came in alongside” to work for us to have a clearer view.

But Paul adds then this statement: “that the trespass might
abound.” The Law, as I mentioned in type, does not create sin; it
simply shows it to be what it is—a terrible refusal of God's will, a doing
of tﬁlings hateful to God, a departure from the way that God wants us
to walk. To drive down Broadway in Louisville at 50 miles an hour
at 5:00 in the afternoon would be dangerous to yourself and to others,
but not until the city passed a law and posted it did it become law-
lessness to do that. ~Any wise person would know it was wrong be-
cause of the danger to others, but when the law is passed it is c]%ear]y
seen to be lawless. That is a weak but correct analogy of what the
law did for us.

“But where sin abounded, grace did more exceedingly” is the way
Paul ends this verse. When Adam sinned God now had the opportun-
ity to show His grace. Instead of banishing the sinner from His
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presence eternally, He provided the means not only of forgiveness of
the sin but 4lso of receiving a blessing far beyond what Adam had
lost. I emphasized this matter in my last article. Reread it if you have
forgotten.

gIn this cpmforting end to verse 20 Paul first notes that indeed sin
did abound; jit increased in our sight because we now could see that
it was against God’s will. He then adds that “grace did abound more
exceedingly.”| “Abound more exceedingly” is just one word in the
original ére , but it is one word made up of two other Greek words.
One of those means “to be over and above a certain number or mea-
sure,” thus “to superabound.” And then to this Paul adds a word
more “above.” Indeed grace did abound more abundantly!

Verse 21| then shows why grace abounded more exceedingly. In
this verse Paul again uses .t]z,e word for “reign-as-king.” Using that
expanded form we have for verse 21 this: “that, as sin reigned-as-king
in death, eveh so might grace reign-as-king through righteousness unto
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” That sin did reign-as-
king in death is obvious. Every single l[1)erson since Adam has died ex-
cept for two| that God took away without death—Enoch and Elijah.
But the knowledge that sin r(é%ned-as-king is made here into a matter
of rejoicing hecause ithat provides the opportunity to show that God’s
favor (grace) now reigns-as-king through righteousness and the result
is not returning to Adam’s place in the Garden of Eden but of eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. I do not envy Adam and Eve in
their idylﬁc xistence in the Garden of Eden. If tthey repented of
their sin and

elieved on the Lord, as I believe they did, then they will

to share with me something far better than what they lost. I hope
that you too will be there through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ help-
ing you to lay hold of the salvation that He has provided for us. And
I also hope that you allow that grace to give you victory over sin daily
as pictured here and elsewhere in this chapter and in things to come in
Romans.

This is 4 good place in our study for you to go back over what
Paul has pictured for us so far. Note again how mankind foolishly
ﬁave 131) faith|in God and descended very low (chapter 1). Then note
how thoroughly Paul showed through chapter 2 and 20 verses of
chapter 3 thjt there is no hope for man in I;'nis own strength. Read
again that dismal summary in 3:19, 20. After that, pass immediately
into what Gofl has done for us in Christ Jesus and rejoice in His Word
through chapter 5 as Paul shows what God in Christ has done for
every true believer in His Son. Again I say that T hope you have
entered into fthat glorious position as a Son of God in rist, but if
not, don’t delay any longer. Put your trust in Jesus Christ, be buried
with Him (ch. 6) into His death and be raised ‘into His life.
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Luedliond
Alsked of Us

Carl Kitzmiller

We try to live as Christians. We have been faithful about being in
church. So why do these things (certain specific heartaches and prob-
lems) happen to us? Some non-Christian friends don’t have these
things happen to them.

The problem of evil has been with us since man’s fall and, no
doubt, people of all ages have had the same mental and spiritual
battles as to “why” things happened to them. There have been those
who, like Cain, tried to deny any wrongdoing and who have cried out
that their punishment for evil deeds is “greater than I can bear” (Gen.
4:13). There have been those who, like Job, have been models of
human righteousness who have cried out against the injustice of it
all. The form of the problems may change a little, but the basic con-
flict is ever with us. The reasons for human suffering are not always
evident to us, and suffering tends to provoke the question, “Why me?”
We do not often ask “Why me?” when good things come to us, but
we tend to think that we have experienced something we did not
deserve when the evil comes.

THERE IS NO ONE ANSWER to the question why evil happens
to us. Sometimes we are reaping the just rewards of our deeds. But
sometimes we have done no particular wrong to cause the evil. Some-
times the answer lies between those extremes. Moreover, one outside
ourselves cannot always know with certainty what the reason has been.
Job’s friends thought his problems had been brought on by some
hidden sin, when that was not the case at all. On the other hand,
sometimes people have a tantrum about the injustice of it all when
they know deep down that they have merely reaped a bad sowing and
got what they deserved. People may not always be as honest about
their evil as the repenting thief who confessed that crucifixion was
“the due reward for our deeds” (Luke 23:41). Sometimes even the
individual in the suffering stands too close to the Froblem to be able
to judge fairly. He may either assume a guilt that he does not deserve
or he may fail to see what is reasonably evident to his friends and
disinterested persons.

There is a near-blasphemous teaching which is widely proclaimed
today by print and on radio and television (and, I suppose, in some
pulpits) which declares that only good things need happen to the
Christian. These “good” things are conceived as being health, wealth,
ease, and happiness in life. There is, of course, true good from the
overruling hand of the Lord, per Rom. 8:28, that belongs to the Chris-
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tian and that makes the long-term good assured in his life. This,
however, is rlot what is in view in the current teaching. These de-
clare that any believing Christian need only ask for health, wealth,
ease, or happiness, and that God is honor-bound to give it. It is based
on a partial truth concerning prayer. Hence, it must be concluded,
if any Christian is having problems or is suffering it is because he has
not live%(l)lg p his privilege in some way. This is, simply and bluntly,
a falsehood. | The idea is created that the Christian life is one big
“high” and that the Christian has no problems.

Do not be surprised if the Christian seems to have more problems
than the non-Christian. Being a Christian solves some great spiritual
problems but it may mean an increase in the problems of this life.
One who bedomes a Christian to get rid of present earthy problems
has become 4 Christian for the wrong reason. One who becomes a
Christian with the expectation that only “good” things will come here
and now is hdaded for great disappointment if not disaster. There are
sufferings exprienced by the Christian which the non-Christian usually
has no reason to experience. Persecution for the Lord’s sake is a Chris-
tian suffering] Chastening from the Lord is the experience of sons,
not those outside the family. The devil has some folks so securely in
his pocket that all he needs do is keep them thinking everything is
fine. Like pigs headed for the slaughter, they happily gobble up the
present pleasures and fatter. The transgressions which bother
the faithful Christian hardly disturb them— not because the trans-
gressions do |not occur, but they have accepted the standards of
society, not the standards of Christianity. They save face, if need be,
by lying, gmrer (abortion), brazenness, and such like.

e

Th istian must remember that his life is lived in the face of
eternity. The psalmist of old (Ps. 73) faced the problem of evil. He
saw the wicked as not having trouble like others—no pangs in death,

plenty of weplth and material fatness, no grief from their scoffing,
disregard for God without -arl)lparent judgment. Such prosger‘ivty caused
him to say: “Surely in vain have I cleansed my heart, and washed my
hands in innpcency.” In effect, he was made to feel that he was
wasting his time tr{ing to live righteously. He had troubles (v. 14).
This kind of | thinking almost anmrec{ him, causing his feet to be
“almost gone’] and his steps “well nigh slipped” (v.2). But then he
went to the sanctuary of God and -consideredp their latter end (v. 17ff).
Ah, there’s the difference. The evil-doer lives on the brink of destruc-
tion. He dogsn’t “get away” with anything. Man’s life is measured
in terms of et¢rnity, not in mere earthly years.

Two neighboring farmers were discussing their corn crops. One
man was a faithful Christian; the other was an athiest. “What has

God done for you?” challenged the atheist. “We both have good

com crops. hen it rained on yours, it rained on mine. I have just
as good a crgp as you!” he declared. The Christian man answered
very wisely, /All of God’s accounts are not settled in October.” In-

deed, don’t judge the blessings of God (or the seeming lack of them)
on a short-term basis. Keep eternity in view.

Why do |Christians suffer? Sometimes they along with the un-
regenerate suffer in natural disasters, in warfare, in pestilences, etc.,
233



because this is the common lot of fallen man. God sometimes over-
rules in these matters so that some are spared, but this is not always the
case. We do not know His greater purposes. If Christians were
delivered from all such by the Lord there would be multitudes of
eople whose only motivation for serving the Lord would be escape.
ere is a sense in which God does have a hedge about every Chris-
tian, but it does not mean that nothing can ever touch him. Instead,
that hedge is a promise to work everything for good to those who love
Him (Rom. 8:28). Keep in mind, however, that the good is not deter-
mined by man’s limited viewpoint but by God’s eternal purposes.

Sometimes Christians suffer because they have sown to the flesh
and God allows a harvest. The sowing may have been before rt-umrilnﬁ
to the Lord. Some sins have consequences which go on even thoug
the guilt of sin has been forgiven. The thief on the cross did not es-
cape crucifixion even though he turned to the Lord and was forgiven.
Again, the sowing may have been after turning to the Lord. He still
al%ows us to make wrong choices. Christians can sow to the flesh (cf.
Gal. 6:7-8). God can overrule to set aside a harvest, but it is often
not in the best interests of all concerned that He should do so. As a
rule, He allows the harvest. This is not a denial of His grace but a
confirmation of it.

Sometimes Christians suffer for a reason similar to that which
brought the prodigal son to hunger (Luke 15:11ff). God may use a
natural tragedy or a harvest of our own foolish sowing to: bring us to
our knees and to our senses. Whom the Lord loves He chastens.
Some troubles are meant to make us realize our need of Him. How-
ever painful the process at the moment, it is for our future blessing—
either maturing us for our present life or making us set our values in
eternity. We may squawk, child-like, that the chastening is unfair,
more than we deserved, etc., but this is one of God’s acts of love.

Sometimes Christians suffer simply to the glory of God. They
have not done wrong as such, but they need strengthening. They are
being prepared or used as vessels of the Master. Some suffering

repares us as helpers of others, enables us to walk in their shoes.

esus suffered not for His own sins but, among other reasons, in order
that He might be a sympathetic High Priest, knowing the feeling of our
infirmity. Jesus healed a blind man (John 9) and in the process
taught that the man’s blindness was to the glory of God. It gave him
an insight into the identity of Jesus that sighted people missed.
Trouble may be God’s way of making us aware of our need of Him, of
developing Christian character in us (Rom. 5:3), or of using us for a
testimony to others. Job’s troubles came on him, not because of evil-
doing but to make him a better man and at the same time to use him
as an example of righteousness.

Sometimes Christians suffer persecution for the Lord’s sake. In
fact, this is a promise to every godly person (2 Tim. 3:12). This is
suffering, not for sin but because one is a Christian and lives like it.
Persecution is not always life-threatening; it may be very subtle and
involve attitudes taken toward us. This kind of suffering is to be
regarded as a blessing and a privilege (Matt. 5:11-12).

It is important that as Christians we try to determine why we are
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BY PRAYER AND FASTING

J. Oswald Sanders
(formerly the General Director of the China Inland Mission)

If I wished to humble anyone, I should question him
about his prayer. I know nothinlg
to compare with this topic for its sorrowful self-confessions.
C. J. Vaughan

The disciples, flushed with recent success, were sweeping every-
thing before them. Suddenly they met humiliating defteat. They
found themselves impotent to alleviate the distress of a demon-pos-
sessed lad. “Why could not we cast him out?” they asked Jesus in
their perplexity. “This kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting”
was His diagnosis and prescription (Mt. 17:19-21). Their impotence
was a reflection of failure in their own praying and stemmed from a
lack of self-discipline. Who would say that the same diagnosis and
pxi?scri?rption are not equally relevant to many present-day disciples of
Christ

The fact of prayer is universal. There is no religion without

rayer of some kind. It is instinctive. Even where men profess to
Eave eradicated this instinct, it almost inevitably re-asserts itself in
hours of acute personal need or when facing the deeper realities of life.
Prayer is as much a demand of man’s own nature as a command of
Deity. It is the most ancient, most universal, most intense expression
of the religious instinct. It is to religion what thought is to philosophy.

THE DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER

Prayer touches extremes. It is at ounce the simplest form of
speech that infant lips can try and the sublimest strains that reach the
Majesty on high. It is the Christian’s vital breath and native air. And
yet—strange paradox—we are all plagued by a subtle aversion to pray-
ing. We do not naturally delight in drawing near to God. We pay
lip-service to its value and potency. We admit its indispensabiliy to
a mature spiritual life. We acknowledge that it is constantly enjoined
and exemplified in Scripture, but in spite of that too often we fail to
pray. “When I go to pray”, confessed one eminent Christian, “I find
my heart so loth to go to God, and when it is with Him so loth to stay.”
It is here that self-discipline comes in. “When thou feelest most imilfs-
posed to pray,” counselled an old divine, “yield not to it. But strive
and endeavor to pray even when thou thinkest thou canst not pray.”

Mastering the art of prayer will take time, a commodity of which
there is a universal and chronic shortage. Lack of time is a much
overworked excuse for neglect of duty. And yet, strangely enough, we
always contrive to find time for what we rrealfl want to do. In reality
the fundamental problem lies not in the time factor but in the realm of
will and desire. We have all the time there is, and it is we who choose
our own priorities. Our Lord moved through life with majestic and

236




measured tread, never in a hurry though always thronged by demand-
ing crowds, always fulfilling the work entrusted to Him. Time held no
power over Him because He knew there were sufficient hours in the
day to do all|His Father’s will. If daylight hours left insufficient time
for prayer, there were always the hours of night, and He could always
rise a great while before day. To us, crowding duties are a reason for
neglecting prayer. To Martin Luther extra work was a strong argu-
ment for spending more time in prayer. Once when asked his plans
for the following day he answered, “Work, work from early to late. In
fact I have sp much to do that I shall Sfend the first three hours in
prayer.” It all depends on our choice of priorities. If we share our
Lord's view of the indispensability of prayer, we will somehow make
time for it.

That prayer presents intellectual problems is of course true. But
the skeptics tegarding its efficacy are usually those who do not fulfil
the revealed conditions. Samuel Chadwick maintained that there was
no way to learn to pray but by praying. No reasoned philosophy of
prayer ever taught a soul to pray. But to the man who fulfils the
conditions, the problems are met in the fact of answered prayer and the
joy of fellowship with God.

One problem which commonly troubles the Christian on the
threshold of the prayer life is this: If all things are controlled by law,
how can God in answer to my prayer interfere with the fixed and
changeless laws that ﬁovern the universe? Within the limits of this
brief article if is possible only to hint at a solution. “Law” is defined as
a statement gr formula expressing the constant order of certain phen-
omena, 2 rule by which the same effect always follows the same cause.
But who or what is responsible for this regularity? If, as we believe,
it is God, then what are these various moggs of action so regular and
immutable byt expressions of His will? They are the way God decides
that force shall act upon matter. Law is simply our name for God’s
method of working. If this is so, why should it be foolish to ask God
to control natural or spiritual forces in the interests of His praying
disciple? tho will dare to say that God cannot, if He choose, with-
out disaster modify, suspend or even change what we call a law?”
asks W.E. Bigderwolf. By the exercise of my free will I can overcome
tem(Porarily the force of gravity simply by lifting my hand. Must
God have legs liberty in the exercise of His free will? Is He the
prisoner of Hjs own laws?

It is surely not impossible to believe that in creating the universe,
God provided for prayer being a real and effective force in it, and that
He intended men to make use of this force. How else can one ac-
count for the|consistent and remarkable answers to prayer in the life
of a man like George Muller of Bristol? Might prayer itself not be
one of God’s laws? Just as sin, and not righteousness, is the disruptive
thing in the yniverse, might it not be that it is prayerlessness and not
prayer which|breaks in on the monal order of the universe?

OUR LORD’S EXAMPLE

ot, however, base our belief in the necessity and rational-
ity of prayer merely on logic, but pre-eminently on the example and
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recepts of Christ. If prayer could have been dispensed with in any
Efe, surely it would be in that of the Son of man. If it were unneces-
sary or unreasonable, we would rightly expect it to be omitted from
both His life and His teaching. On the contrary, prayer was the
dominant feature of His life and a recurrent element in His teaching.
An examination of its incidence reveals that prayer kept the vision of
His moral duty clear. It was prayer that nerved Him to do the costl
will of God. It was prayer that transfigured His life. “As he prayed,
the fashion of his countenance was altered.”

To Him it was not a reluctant addedum, but a fundamental neces-
sity. He spent nights in prayer (Lk. 6:12). He rose to pray a great
while before day (Mk. 1:35). The great crises in His lite were pre-
ceded by prayer. “He withdrew himself into the deserts and prayed”
(Lk. 5:16), a statement indicating not an isolated instance but a habit.
Both by word and example He impressed upon His disciples the impor-
tance of solitude in prayer (Mk. 6:46; Lk. 9:28).

Both our Lord and St. Paul made it clear that prayer is no mere
pleasant, dreamy reverie. “All vital praying makes a drain upon a
man’s vitality,” wrote J.H. Jowett. “True intercession is a sacrifice, a
bleeding sacrifice.” Jesus performed many mighty works without out-
ward sign of strain, but of His praying it is recorded that “He offered
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears” (Heb.
5:7). “Epaphras is always wrestling for you in his prayer,” wrote
St. Paul to tge Colossian Christians (4:12). How pale a reflection of
Epaphras’ intercessions are our languid prayers! The word “wrestling”
is that from which our “agonize” derives. {t is used of a man toiling at
his work until utterly weary (Col. 1:29), or competing in the arena
for the coveted prize (I Cor. 9:25). It describes the soldier battlin
for his life (I Tim. 6:12), or a man struggling to deliver his frieng
from danger (Jn. 18:36). Prayer is evidently a strenuous spiritual
exercise which demands the utmost mental discipline and concentra-
tion. Was it because of this fact that our Lord linked prayer with
fasting?

THE VALUE OF FASTING

Fasting, in the sense in which He used the word, has 1:,Eone out of
fashion. “Fasting of the mind” or “in spirit” has taken the place of
abstinence from food. But to be consistent we might as well talk of
iving alms in spirit as of fasting in spirit. There is no doubt that
esus had in mind partial or complete abstinence from food for a
season. Did He not commence His own mi-nis*tr{l after a prolonged
period of fasting? “And afterwards he was an hungered.” He in-
structed His disciples in the correct manner of fasting. St Paul ex-
horted the Corinthians to give themselves to prayer and%asﬁng. It has
been the practice of freat men of God down the years—Luther and
Baxter, Whitefield and Edwards, Brainerd and Martyn.

One value of fasting is that its discipline enables us to “keep
under” the body and “bring it into subjection.” It is a practical
acknowledgment of the supremacy of the spiritual. Over-indulgence
in food has never been favorable to deep spirituality. But fasting has
direct benefits in relation to prayer as well. Those who practise it
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brd, what change within us one short hour

Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make!

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take,

hat parched grounds refresh as with a shower;

e kneel, and all around us seems to lower,

We rise and all the distant and the near

Stands forth in sunny outline brave and clear.

e kneel how weak, we rise how full of power!

Why therefore do we do ourselves this wrong,

Or others, that we are not always strong,

hat we are ever overborne with care,

That we should ever weak and heartless be

Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer

And joy, and strength, and courage are with Thee!
Richard Chenevix Trench
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Asleep At The Switch

Gordon R. Linscott

About the middle of last winter, I received a letter from Bill
Keith, Senator from Louisiana. Down in the body of the letter, Sen.
Keith threw in a statement or two that I didn’t give too much weight,
He mentioned a lawyer named Constance Cumbey and said that she
had some important information on tape. What else he said was more
or less “standard;” I had heard it before and I had some books on the
subject. I had heard the topic so hashed and re-hashed that T had
become immunized to it. Then came the awakening.

MATTHEW 24:24

A few wecks after the Senator’s letter, I received a copy of a
full-page newspaper ad which had run (I believe in April) in five or
six international dailies. The headline shouted “THE CHRIST IS
COME!” For the benefit of those who know Christ by another name,
five or six other names were given (including some that you would
recognize). Christ, we were told, is not a person but an office; his
name is Lord Metrea. The advertisement was extremely arrogant,
“The New Age Movement” would tolerate no opposition; its gov-
ernment would be monolithic, totally unbending. My study of the
newspaper ad left me more or less where I had been—holding the 1930
picture of the international conspiracy. I didn’t even keep the news-
paper ad.

Another jolt or two and I was brought out of my sleep. Tirst,
I heard a series of 15 or 20 minute interviews of Constance Cumbey on
the Southwest Radio Church (a daily radio program). I can't give a
digest of those interviews in the space available here, but I can hit
the high points. The old “international conspiracy” was composed
of a number of independent organizations such as the Illuminati, the
Club of Rome, the Rosicrucians, the Tri-Level Commission, etc. The
New Age holds to the same goals, but these smaller organizations are
bound more closely together. For example, the ACLU is an inde-
pendent organization, but we see it frequently in court supporting or
resisting causes that are not directly related at all to the ACLU. Here’s
another one:  You remember the whaling episode near Siberia? When
I learned that the project was being promoted by Greenpeace, I knew
that it had the blessing of The New Age. The ship was named the
Rainbow Warrior and that meant that it went out with the blessing of
The New Age (Green and Rainbow are code words—along with many
others—that identify The New Age interests). Did you read how the
whaling expedition turned out? Did you wonder why the USA ship
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was treated li]‘x'c a visiting dignitary? Those who belong to the New
Age conduct their affairs above the level of ordinary government.
Every man’s loyalty belongs first of all to The New Age; there is no
higher court or citizenship.

THEY'VE DONE IT AGAIN

In the August 29 issue of Newsweek there is a full page ad, in-
viting the governments of the world to surrender to the World Govern-
ment of the Age of Enlightenment. I would strongly encourage you to
get a copy of this and read it carefully. Notice the double-talk.
Even if we'rg not sure of what is going on, there’s no question that

something is going on. Don’t doze off!!

* Dennis & Betty Allen July

On July 14th we boarded a Northwest 747 jet at O’Hare Airport in
Chicago for a three week visit in Hong Kong. After being gone for
eight years we hardly knew what to expect, but we had prayed and
saved a long time for the trip and felt the Lord had prepared the way.
Even so, we were hardly prepared for the warm outpouring of love we
received. It was a heart-warming experience to see those who were
immature teenagers when we left, now married and taking responsible
places in the Lord’s body and eager to show their gratitude for the
spiritual blessings they had received. '

We found ourselves on the receiving end the whole three weeks
as far as hospitality was concerned. However, we did have a number
of good opportunities for ministering and sharing some of the things
the Lord has shown us the last few years. : :

There are many new Christians in the church but they also were
very warm in their love and many show a real spiritual hunger. One
evening I had opportunity to teach some of the young men 6 or 8 Eng-
lish choruses, It was amazing how eager they were to learn and how
quickly thy got the tunes so that they could sing them alone.

he church is now meeting in a new location in a satellite city,
Tsuen Wan, which has a population of 900,000. It is connected with
Kowloon and Hong Kong by the subway. The flat they are buying
presents @ heavy financial burden for them, but it was their decision to
assume it and they all secem to feel their responsibility. The prices of
flats in Hong Kong is just fantastic, but rents are just as bad.  Just an
average sized flat costs $1,000 US a month to rent,

The three Sundays we were there most of the group went out to a
restaurant al;iter the service and ate together. They do this regularly
with all sharing in the expense. Their own flats are too small for man
to gather ilf. Many of the young men take an active part in the
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meetings and one is planning to enter seminary this fall.

One of the young men who was a teenager when we left is now
in charge of an old folks center and a young people’s reading rcom.
He has some real good opgor»tuni:ties. Another, a young %ad , is
studying at a Bible school which specializes in training young people
to evangelize factory workers (a challenging and needy area). They
have a very demanding and intensive program.

Everyone in Hong Kong is much concerned about the talks now
oing on between the British and Chinese authorities concerning the
ate of Hong Kong after 1997 when the lease runs out. It has had a

bad effect on the Hong Kong dollar and business in general, but
people are a little more optimistic now. Talks will continue for sev-
eral more months. It is encouraging to see the attitude of many Chris-
tians we talked to about it. Most seem to feel the Lord wants them to
stay. but feel the need to prepare for the changes that will come.
* * We were able to go into China for two days. It was a very
worthwhile experience and the tour we took was quite inexpensive.
Some Americans are now making unescorted tours to several Chinese
cities. Things are changing fast especially in the new economic zones
that are being established. Communes are being quietly dismantled:
and farmers are again able to farm private plots. A percentage is
iven to the government for taxes but the rest they can keep, so they
ave incentive to work now and are becoming more prosperous.
However, a lot are still coming out to Hong Kong. e present
premier Tang Siw Ping who has started the new modernization pro-
gram says, “No matter if the cat is white or black, if it catches the rat
it is:a good cat” This change of philosophy doesnt however, guar-
antee things will be better for the Christians. In fact, there are indica-
tions that things are more difficult for the house churches in China
now. I suppose the government is beginning to realize how many
there are. '

Testimony of a Statesman

“I speak to you as a Christian. Jesus Christ is my Lord and God
and Savior and Song day and night. I can live without food, without,
drink, without sleep, without air, but I cannot live without Jesus.
Without Him I would have perished long ago. Without Him and His
church reconciling man to God the world would have perished long
ago. I live in and on the Bible for long hours every day. The Bible
is the source of every good thought and impulse I have.  In the Bible
God Himself, the Creator of everythin§ from nothing, speaks to me
and to the world directly, about Himself, about ourselves, and about
His will for the course of events and for the consummation of history.
And believe me, not a day passes without my crying from the bottom
of my heart, ‘Come, Lord Jesus!" I know He is coming with Glory to
judge the living and the dead, but in my impatience I sometimes can-
not wait, and I find myself in my infirmity crying with David, ‘How
long, Lord?” And I know His Kingdom shall have no end.” —from a
speech by Charles Malik, former ambassador from Lebanon to the U.S.,
& also formerly president of the United Nations General Assembly.
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J. Dwight Thomas worships at the Highland Church of Christ and lives in

Elizabethtown,

entucky.

A Time For Faithfulness—A Time For Action

Part I1
J. Dwight Thomas

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can

it be made s

Ity again? It is no longer good for anything, except to

be thrown oyt and trampled by men.

You are the
Neither do p
put it on ifs
5:13-15, NI1V|

light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
pople light a lamp and put it under a bowl, instead they
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house (Matt.

)-

While roclaximing his disciples to be the “salt of the earth” and
the “light of [the world”, Jesus acknowledged, as it were in the same
breath, that certain conditions could hinder them from exhibiting this
God-given pptential. He describes that state of ineffectiveness as he
speaks of the “salt” losing its saltiness and the “light” being put under
a basket. If may be the Lord used these two negative conditions to
symbolize twio ways his disciples can be made ineffective in the world.

he saltless-$tate may, then, refer to alterations that are intrinsic to dis-
cipleship while the lightless-state may refer to inhibiting conditions
that are extyinsic to discipleship. In the first instance the enemy at-
tacks by altpring the substance of discipleship; in the last, his effort
to neutralize is externally applied.

In the pext few installments, the Lord willing, we shall look at
several conditions which may contribute to an ineflective discipleship
in the world. We shall be looking at intrinsic-factors such as: the
message, the commitment, and the empowerment of discipleship. And

ernment su

we shall f?us on two extrinsic-factors: man-made tradition and gov-

In this
cipleship.
igin is centg
It is thus nd
ful proclam
that which
their total t.
Perversions

ression.
-ﬁlstal‘lmenrt we will begin looking at the message of dis-
Although this message is proclaimed by and to men, its or-
red in God and ‘hi:freat act at Golgotha on behalf of man.
wonder Paul stated that it is a dynamic message, a power-
ation of good news, enunciating God’s way of rectifying
is wrong and justifying sinful men and women who put
rust in Jesus, the only begotten son of God (Rom. 1:16-17).
of this divine proclamation can have injurious repercus-

sions to -disog)leship; for in this message God reveals his matchless love
Id,

for the wor

and out of this message flows the proper understanding

of God’s ptinciple of “grace through faith” (Ell:h' 2:8, 9), the Savior-
'tl v

hood and 1|
and reality

As the

ordship of Jesus, and a worldview that is grounded in truth

GOD’S LOVE FOR THE WORLD
love of God lies at the center of the Good News, so also

must it be|the central, guiding, and motivating dynamic of Christian
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discipleship (1 Cor. 13:1-3). Without the love of God being poured-
out within our hearts by His Spirit (Rom. 5:5), we have neither the
proper motivation nor the proper love-object.

When one considers our congregations’ lack in the world, one has
to wonder and be concerned about just how much of God’s love we’
have received. For you see the object of God’s love, as clearly stated
in the Bible, is the world and the d‘eFree of that love is beyond estimate.
John said, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
son...” (Jn. 3:16). Jesus said the purpose of his coming was to
“save that which was lost” (Matt. 18:11, NAS). Our Lord illustrates
this truth by telling the story of the shepherd who leaves the 99 shee;
to go out and search for and save the one that is lost (Matt. 18:12-14).
And so, “the love of God” must “constrain us” to manifest his love to
the world (2 Cor. 5:14) and not just to one another. This orienta-
tion in no way diminishes God’s love for his saints or our love for
onelanother. It simply underscores his unfathomable love for a lost
world.

Now, few of us would disagree with this teaching on theological
grounds. But nevertheless we may be deceived by assuming that our
intellectual agreement with this teaching means that our discipleship
in the world is conforming to the love of God, when in fact it is not.
We must assess our discipleship by our activity in the world and not
by our theology, alone. We might ask the question: “How many man-
hours are we devoting in our community to ministry to the lost as
compared with the number of hours we minister to one another in our
assemblies?™ And another question might be: “How much of our
budget is spent on ministry to the lost as compared to money spent on
our ministry to one another in our assemblies?” Here, we are tempted
to point-out our missionary efforts as proof of our faithful disciple-
ship. But the question is put to us: “Can a missionary in Africa
serve as “salt” and “light” in Louisville, Nashville, Dallas, or Los
Angeles?” Too often the answers to these types of questions reveal
our poverty (Rev. 3:15-18).

ut another question we must confront—one which may deter-
mine whether or not the “salt” remains saltless in our congregations:
“Are we satisfied?” Are we at ease (Amos 6:1-14), with our current
efforts to work-out God’s love in the world about us?
. Granted, we are not talking about a little thing when we talk
about being changed and redirected by God’s love for the world. It
is a wonder of wonders and is one of the most awesome testimonies of
God’s reality, today. It requires nothing less than a personal death
and rebirth from above. When one considers the basic nature of
man, it is truly a miracle. But it can be a reality for each of us, if we
will in ﬂmmili'ttyhdrop to our knees, confessing our spiritual bankruptcy
and ask God, the Father, to fill us with His Spirit, that we may partake
of His unconditional love for the world (Eph. 5:18; Lk. 11:13).
Jesus promised:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

. . .for they shall be filled. (Matt. 5:3, 4, and 6)
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GLEANINGS

Larry Miles

: THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE

So it is with the Bible. The English Bible is a collection of
sixty-six separate books written by some forty different authors. Some
of these men lived hundreds of years apart and hundreds of miles from
one another| Its words were penned by princes and poets, by physi-
cians and philosophers, by priests and publicans, by shepherds and
statesmen, by kings and taxcollectors. But the marvel is that instead
of conflict, we find unity of structure from Genesis to Revelation.

Such unity demands a single mind as Author.
’ —George Sweeting, President
Moody Bible Institute

THE GLORY OF THE WORD OF GOD
Today you stand before the Bible as one stands before a beautiful
cathedral. |[You will never know its glory till you enter. Linger, and
you will be|lost. Submit, and you will ge saved.

—George Sweeting

! APOSTOLIC PREACHING
Thus the general pattern of the apostolic preaching is clear. It
told of the acts and sayings of Jesus; it told how in the purpose of God
He had died for sin; above all, it witnessed to the resurrection.
—James-S. Stewart

J’THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION

The doctrine of the Incarnation means that God has come into
the midst of the tumult and the shouting of this world. In the most
literal sense, it was a “down to earth” realism that gave the Gospel
birth. ‘

! —James S. Stewart

RETURNING TO THE OLD WAY .

Let us|teach again, as in the New Testament, the coming of Christ
as something to be looked for, and as the goal of the Christian’s hope.
Let us teach it as a glad and joyous event to them that hope for Him
and wait for His lovingkindness.  So shall even the tribulations deepen
our joy, and our hearts shall rest in the unmeasured love of God ( Rom.
5:3-10). The Christian life lived under such conviction is far nobler
and higher than that which is lived under the “spirit of bondage unto
fear.”
—R. H. Boll, in Words in Season, 1934
245




CHASTISEMENT
Chastisement is a sign of God’s love, it is a sign of our legitimacy;
but it is also permitted that we may truly know what it means to live.
~William Culbertson
NOW TO THE LORD, WHO MAKES US KNOW
Now to the Lord, who makes us know
The wonders of His dying love,
By humble honors paid below,
And strains of nobler praise above.
*Twas He who cleansed our foulest sins,
And washed us in His precious blood;
*Tis He who makes us priests and kings,
And brings us rebels near to Gocﬁ
To Jesus, our atoning Priest,
To Jesus, our eternal King,
Be everlasting power confessed!
Let every tongue His glory sing.
Behold! on flying clouds He comes,
And every eye shall see Him move;
Though with our sins we pierced Him once more,
He now displays His pardoning love.
The unbelieving world shall wail,
While we rejoice to see the day;
Come, Lord! nor let Thy promise fail,
Nor let Thy chariot long delay
—Isaac Watts

Countering The Applause Syndrome

H. Robert Cowles

Maybe it is another by-product of television. Maybe it is a
result of the so-called charismatic movement with its experience-orient-
ed values.

Whatever the reason, evangelical Christians are much more dem-
onstrative than they used to be.

Whereas fifteen years ago a handshake was a sign of friendship
and cordiality, now it is necessary to embrace the other person and,
depending on age and sex, peck him or her on the cheek.

I have no particular argument with this routine. It is no threat to
my happy marriage, and a little less stiffness when we gather as a con-
gregation of believers has been long overdue.

Granted, the procedure is not very efficient, especially if you are
confronted by a number of after-church friends. But then fellowship
was not meant to be something we zip through like hurdles on an
obstacle course.

Another evidence of the new demonstrativeness, however, seems
totally out of place in the church. I refer to the applause syndrome.

Let the choir sing a selection less funeral that “Safe in the Arms
of Jesus,” and the standard response is applause. A soloist works
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customed to applauding entertainers in a theater. Others
and soon almost everyone had joined in.
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e end of a moving orchestral
| brilliant speech. The musicians, the orator have done
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rch ought to be different. It should not be a performance.

We gather

to worship and glorify God, to encourage each other to

of faith, to announce to lost sinners the saving claims of

steadtastnes

a part of the ministry. Some would go so far as to reject
all “special? music, s-aiing that worship must be panticipatory and
cannot be 4 spectator thing. Yes and no.

By the| same reasoning, they have ruled out preaching also, and
preaching is certainly Scriptural and appropriate. But who said a
person in the pew cannot participate in spirit as a vocalist sings or as
a minister preaches? I have been lifted heavenward in spirit by good
%geadhing. Spirit-filled musicians have directed my attention toward

Applayse, however, is a totally inappropriate response to such a
ministry. It is saying to the singers, the speaker: “You are great. You
have performed admirably.”

Whom we ought to ge‘ responding to is God, not the messengers.
IYI\{e are in His house, met in His name for the purpose of gl'oril%in-g

im,

The Ipne Biblical command to applaud, far from justifying the
applauding of those who minister to us, reinforces the argument that
God, and (od alone, is deserving of our worship:

Clap your hands, all you nations;
shout to God with cries of joy.
How awesome is the Lord Most High,
the great King over all the earth! . .
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Psalm 47:1-2, 6 NIV

God is the great King deserving of our applause. The minister,
the musicians are merely His messengers.

When we applaud them, we are grossly misunderstanding their
intended |role and crassly disregarding the Spirit of God who has
enabled their ministry. —from The Alliance Witness
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A Message For Today

When the day is torn by trouble
And your heart is lone and sad,
Just remember all the blessinis;l
And the good that you have had.
God'’s sure hand is ever leading,
Lift the curtain of despair,
For however deep life’s shadows,
You will find your Father there.
There’s a path His love is planning
Which must mean the best for you.
There are blessings, countless blessings
Which are hidden now from view.
Tune your anxious heart to patience,
Walk by faith where sight is dim,
Loving God, be calm and trustful
And Feave everything to Him.
Has not yesterday a lesson
Bearing on your present need?
“Daily bread for daily hunger”
Is the message there we read.
Thus our heart gains full assurance
That His love will be our stay,
Giving strength and help and blessing,
As we need them for today.
J. M. Chambers

Edited by Dr. Horace Wood

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN:
The Mystery of Unbelief

S. Lewis Johnson, Jr.

John 12:37-50

The climax of the public ministry of Jesus is now before the
reader. One might locate it specifically with John's words in chapter
twelve, verse thirty-six, “These things spake Jesus, and departed, and
did hide himself from them.”

The -Erivate ministry of the Twelve, and then the Eleven, will
begin with chapter thirteen and verse one.

In the intervening verses, the subject of this study, there is a
pause and a summary of the public ministry and its effectiveness b
the divine standards.” One thinks of a visitor’s trip into some tourist's
attraction, such as the Carlsbad Caverns of New Mexico, with the
Fuide stopping at the halfway point and describing the descent to that
ocation by dndicating the party’s position on a map of the caverns.
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The verses befpre us give us John’s view of the ministry of Jesus to this
point, with ity emphasis upon Jewish belief.

In fact, in the section there are two movements, one a movement .
of explanation| (cf. vv. 37-43) and the other a movement of summation
(cf. vv. 44-50).

THE EXPLANATION OF JEWISH UNBELIEF

The fact pf it (John 12:37; cf. 20:30-31). Jewish unbelief would
seem to many to throw a question mark over the apostolic interpreta-
tion of the plan of God. How is it possible for Jesus to come as God’s
authorized Mgssianic King, offer Himself to the nation as the Scriptures
indicate that [He should, and then the presentation of Himself end in
their disavownl of Him? If He really were the Messiah, would not the
people to whom He came in the confirmation of the promises to them
respond to His ministry? How could it be that the nation should be
so blind as tq fail to see that He was the Coming One? The question
must have been the subjeot of much discussion in ancient times, for
both John and Paul seek to answer the difficulty the matter raises in
their writingg, John here and Paul in Romans 9:1 - 11:36.

And both John and Paul proceed to deal with the question in a
similar way, 'aLthov.Eﬁ;h they do not copy the details of each other’s
position. h, however, show that the matter is one that was
dealt with prophetically in the Scriptures of the nation Israel. It
should not have been a surprise, they argue, that Israel should reject the
Messiah when He came the first time, because the Old Testament
predicted that would be the result of the appearance of the Messiah.
John finds the solution to the problem in Isaiah, the chief of the proph-
ets. Paul, in a more extended discussion finds the matter one of the
general themes of the Old Testament, suggested in the initial promise
program of the Old Testament and confirmed by the later details, as
well as abundantly illustrated in the history of the unfolding of the
divine revelation.

The fact of Israel's unbelief is stated by John in verse thirty-
seven, “Butj though he had done so many miracles (lit., signs) before
them, yet they believed not on him.”

'Ill)a,e reference to “so many miracles” includes the seven that form
the principfe content of the gospel to this point. They were the mir-
aculous works Jesus had done. They were signs, this is, works of
power with spiritual significance. One seeing them was to look behind
them to some aspect of the person and work of the Lord Jesus. Pon-
dering them, they were to come to faith in Jesus as the Messiah, the
Son of Gof, and in that faith find eternal life (cf. 20:30-31). Many
had, but the majority had not.

The sjgns included the following ones:

(1) The turning of the Water into Wine, illutrative of the new
age of the|completed work of Christ (cf. 2:1-11). .

(2) The Healing of the Nobleman’s Son, which stress the con-
dition upgn which blessing comes, that is, by faith (cf. 4:43-54).

(3) The Healing of the Impotent Man, illustrating the new power
that the Messiah brings (cf. 5:1-9).

(4) The Feeding of the Five Thousand, which stresses the sus-
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tenance that the Messiah provides, a sustenance of eternal life and cer-
tain resurrection (cf. 6:1-14).

(5) The Walking on the Water, emphasizing Jesus as the New
Guide (cf. 6:15-21).

(8) The Healing of the Blind Man, indicating the new enlighten-
ment that the Messiah gives (cf. 9:1-7). When we have Him we need
no Hobabs (cf. Num. 10:29-36; Psa. 32:8; 34:15).

(7) The Restoration of Lazarus, which most plainly shows Him to
be the resurrection and the life, the One who brings both spiritual
birth and spiritual and bodily resurrection. This is the climactic
sign,—He gives LIFE! Cf. 20:30-31.

The causes of it (John 12:38-43). The causes of Jewish unbelief
are now set out by the apostle. The first of them is the fact that it
was predicted in the Old Testament Scriptures. In fact, John says that
the unbelief occurred in order that, the clauses that follows “the
believed not” is a purpose clause, Isaiah’s prophecy might be fulﬁl*leg.
The words of the prophet come from the first verse of chapter fifty-
three, the most famous of the prophet’s chapter. They are, “Lord, who
hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed?” The passage, all orthodox commentators agree, has to do
with the Messia]?, the Servant of Jehovah. Further, many Jewish
interpreters believed the same. For example, Jonathan ben Uzziel
(1st cent.) took it to refer to the Messiah. And Ibn Ezra, who died in
1170 A.D., wrote a commentary on Isaiah. It still exists, and he
Pointed to difficulties in the interpretation of the prophecy, but added,
‘Many believe that Messiah is meant by this expression.” The Targum
on Isaiah 52:13, the verse with which the prophecy really begins,
paraphrases the text in this way, “Behold my servant, the Messiah,
shall prosper; He shall be high, and increase, and be exceedingly
strong.”

%he New Testament, of course, is remarkably unanimous in refer-
ring the passage to Christ (cf. Luke 22:37). From the voice from
heaven at the baptism of Christ, through all the evangelists, on to
Philip, Paul, and Peter the Servant is identified with Jesus of Nazareth.
That is John’s view here. He sees Isaiah’s lament of Jewish national
unbelief as fulfilled in the rejection of Jesus of Nazareth by the genera-
tion of Israel living at the time of the crucifixion. “Our report”
John sees as the preaching about Christ, His person and His mir-
aculous works, His signs.

One incidental thing may be noted. John’s citation includes Isaiah’s
word, “revealed,” in the clause, “and to whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed?” John concurs with the prophet in the belief
that it had human acumen, but divine revelation, that makes believers.
In other words, no one believes without the divine initiative in spiritual
illumination (cf. Rom. 8:7-8; I Cor. 2:14).

The second cause of Jewish unbelief, the apostle says, lies in the
divine purpose. In verse thirty-nine he writes, “Tlll)erefore they COULD
NOT believe, because Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes,
and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them”
(John 12:40-41). In John’s citation of the Old Testament there is a
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modification of the imperatives of the Old Testament text. They have
become past tenses, as if Isaiah’s command has become fact in the
nation’s unbeljef.

One notices the emphasis placed by the apostle’s use of Isaiah
6:9-10 here ypon the divine agency on’the hardening of the unbe-
lieving nation. It is the divine law of retribution in operation, to say
the least, e unwilling are also the unable (cf. Rom. 9:17; 11:25).
Edward J. Young concludes that the text of Isaiah, as well as John’s
use of it, supports the doctrine of divine reprobation.

It would seem that the apostle subscribes to the view that the
ultimate cause of Jewish unbelief is God (cf. Rom. 9:17-18, 22-23),
a view to which many modern students have also come.

One might ask why God: should bring about Jewish national un-
belief, if that|is His purpose. A possible answer to the question lies in
the exposition that Paul gives in Romans eleven. There he points out
that Jewish ymbelief is part of the divine program leading to Gentile
salvation and ultimately again to Jewish national belief and restoration
(cf. Rom. 11:11-15, 16-24, 25-27, 28-32). Leon Morris has made an
interesting cpmment in his work on John at this point, “Had the Jews
accepted thq gospel it is difficult to see how it could have gone out to
all the natigns. 'But when the Jews rejected it, it became a world
reli§ion. e cannot think that this took place apart from the will of
God.”

The words of John in verse forty-one are interesting, “These things
said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.> It is striking
that here Jghn says that ‘Isaiai saw the glory of Christ in His vision
of Yahweh, |described in Isaiah six. In other words, the Yahweh of
Isaiah six is|the Lord Jesus Christ. It is another of John’s testimonies
to the deity of Christ. Cf. Heb. 1:10-12.

The third of the reasons for Israel’s unbelief and rejection is sug-
gested in the statements of verses forty-two and forty-three. John
says that many of the chief rulers believed but did not confess Him in
order that they might not be put out of the synagogue. He traces this
lack of confession of Him to the pursuit of self-interest, that is, “they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” ' If this is true
of weak believers, it surely is true of the unbelievers (cf. Rom. 10:1-4).
One thinks of two of John’s important figures, who later lose their
fear and boldly own Him as their lord (cf. 19:38-42). The fear of
running copnter to the world is still one of the great stumblingblocks
of believers. We fear being called “fanatics,” and we cannot even
muster up the courage of our trust in Him to dare a word in His behalf.
Such Sﬁiri al cowardice! Like Desiderius Erasmus, at one time
sympathetic with Luther, could not bring himself to break with the
c{?;rch for [truth that he seemed to dimly see, Today he is almost an
unknown to the world, while all know of the bold and courageous
Luther. Having done so much for us, can He be so little appreciated
that we deny that we are His?

“Jesus, and shall it ever be,

A mortal man ashamed of Thee?

Ashamed of Thee, whom angels praise,

Whose glories shine thro’ endless days?”
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THE SUMMATION OF THE MINISTRY

The Lord the perfect manifestation of God (John 14:44-46).
Morris comments at this point, “John finishes off his account of the
public ministry of Jesus with one last appeal to men to believe.” It is
this in a sense. The meditation, or citation, of Jesus’ words is not
set in any place, at any time, or on any occasion that is knowa. The
words of our Lord here remind one o: other statements in the gospel
that picture Him as the perfect unfolding of the person of the Father
(cf. 1:18; 14:9). And Paul’s great statement of 2 Corinthians 4:6
falls into the same category.

The prescnce of Jesus is the presence of God (cf. I Tim. 3:16;
Phil. 2:5-8). The psalmist’s longings, expressed in the words, “My
soul thirsteth for God” (4:2), find their answer in Him. The philoso-
pher’s search ends with Him, too (cf. Acts 17:27).

The love of Jesus is the Love of God («cf. 4:50; 5:8; 11:36). In
fact, the Parable of the Prodigal Son, with its beautiful picture of the
father racing out with his lengthy robes in his hands to meet his re-
turning son, is Jesus Christ’s picture of God, but the parable is given
to justify the way in which our Lord receives sinners and eats with
them (cf. Luke 15:1-32).

The work of Jesus is the saving work of God. As Paul says, “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trepasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcil-
iation” (II Cor. 5:19).

The Lord the perfect mouthpiece of God (John 12:47-50). Not
only does Jesus say, “And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me”
(v. 45). He also claims that the words He speaks are words given to
Him by the Father’s commandment. Listen to what He says, “And
if any man hear my words, and believe not, I ]iudge him not: for I
came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that 1 have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I
have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me
a commandment, that I should say, and what I should speak. And I
know that his commandment is life everlasting: WHATSOEVER I
SPEAK THEREFORE, EVEN AS THE FATHER SAID UNTO ME,
SO I SPEAK.”

His words are the words of God; that is the claim of Jesus of
Nazareth, and a mighty claim it is. Who else could make such a
claim? And at the Great White Throne Judgment His word shall
judge the “idle words” of unbelievers (cf. Matt. 12:36).

The excuses that are heard there, no doubt, will be manifold, but
the words of our Lord will silence them all. “I am a religious man,”
some may claim, but their mouths will be shut by His demand, “Ye
must be born again” (cf. John 3:3, 7).

“I am a good man, at least as good as most,” will be silenced by
the demands of Matthew 22:37-39, that men are to love the Lord their
God with all their heart, mind, and soul.

“I believe in good works” will find its condemning answer in
Matthew 7:11 and John 6:29. We can do no good works, for we are
in Jesus’ words, “evil.”
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mark, and a valiant Seventh-Day warrior can no doubt demolish that
as easily as any little child instructed in elementary gospel teaching
could. This whole doctrine rests on an assumption and the assump-
tion is a mistaken one. For neither is the Christian under the Deca-
lobﬁ, nor does he keep the Sabbath, nor does he keep Sunday or any
other day in place of the Sabbath. What then of the first day of the
week? Itis a memorial day of the Lord’s resurrection, in which Chris-
tians met to break bread and to worship together. (Acts 20:7; I Cor.
16:2). There is never an example of a Christian assembly convened
on a Sabbath-day. Nor is there any injunction anywhere to Christians
to keep the Sabbath day—only an admonition to be tolerant toward
those who are weak in the faith (perhaps Jewish brethren) who would
think one day above another, in ‘Hne sense of a holy day (Rom. 14:5);
and the warning to let no man bring us into bondage or judge us as to
“meat or drink, or a feast rday, a new moon, or a sabbath day” (annual,
monthly, or weekly days)—"which are a shadow of things to come; but
the body is Christ’s” (Col. 2:16, 17). —R. H. Boll

Praying In the Holy Spirit
Jude 20

Mark the grand characteristics of true prayer — “In the Holy Spir-
it.” The seed of acceptable devotion must come from heaven’s store-
house. Only the prayer which comes from God can go to God. We
must shoot the Lord’s arrows back to Him. That desire which He
writes upon our heart will move His heart and bring down a blessing,
but the gesir&c of the flesh have no power with Him.

Praying in the Holy Spirit is praying in fervency. Cold prayers ask
the Lord not to hear them. Those who do not plead with fervency, plead
not at all. May as well speak of lukewarm fires as lukewarm prayer
— it is essential that it be red hot. It is praying perseveringly. e
true suppliant gathers force as he proceeds, and grows more fervent
when God delays the answer. The longer the gate is closed ,the more
vehemently does he use the knocker, and the longer the angel lingers
the more resolved is he that he will never let him go without a blessing.
Beautiful in God’s sight is tearful, agonizing, unconquerable importun-
ity. It means praying humbly, for the Holy Spirit never puffs us up
with pride. It is His office to convince of sin, and so to bow us down
in contrition and brokenness of spirit. We shall never sing Gloria in
excelsis except we pray to God De frofundis: out of the depths we
must cry, or we shall never behold glory in the highest. It is a loving

rayer. Prayer should be perfumed with love, saturated with love —
ove to our fellow saints, and love to Christ. Moreover, it must be a
prayer full of faith. A man prevails only as he believes. The Holy
Spirit is the author of faith, and strengthens it, so that we may pray
believing God’s promise. Oh that this blessed combination of excell-
ent graces, priceless and sweet as the spices of the merchant, might be
fragrant within us because the Holy Spirit is in our hearts! Most
blessed Comforter, exert Your mighty power within us, helping our
infirmities in prayer. —Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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e forlorn pilgrims.

than we are is He, His merc
than our thoughts. It is pitiful to see men putting their
ething lower than themselves; but our confidence is fixed
peding high and glorious Lord. A Rock He is since He
and a high Rock, because the tempests which overwhelm

Lead me to the rock that is higher

weatherbeaten sails, the

higher than our sins, His

us roll far b

them at His| will.

may de
cliff, A.EKIS!
cast, that wi

of the text.

of faith, lea
helm answey
bar between
pendent we
wisely direo
Yours alone

1 us into Your rest.
s not to our puny hand; You, You alone steer us over the

neath at His feet; He is not disturbed by them, but rules
If we get under the shelter of this lofty Rock we
e hurricane; all is calm under the lee of that towering
uch is the confusion in which the troubled mind is often
need piloting to this divine shelter. Hence the prayer
Oh Lord, our God, by your Holy Spirit, teach us the way
he wind blows us out to sea, the

yonder sunken rocks, safe into the fair haven. How de-

are upon You — we need You to bring us to You. To be
ted and steered into safety and peace is Your

and
—Charles Haddon S%flt;'geon
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

As you know, there has been some discouragement among the Churches of
Christ over the past several years largely due to very few men seeking the
position of Minister (or Preacher).

The effort of many during the past two years in the School of Biblical
Studies has however, kindled a good degree of enthusiasm both in the leadership
of the school and in the students.

At the present time, there are several young men who are studying with the
goal of being in the full-time ministry, but of course, there is a need of “on-the-
job” training as well as Classroom studies if this training is to be most effective.

The elders of the Southeast Church of Christ in Louisville, feel that we in
the churches should offer encouragement to these young men in their training by
]arovidinﬁ speaking opportunities in the local churches under the guidance of
ocal leaders.

We recognize that such men are at different positions in their maturity,
which demonstrates the need for their having personal experience under local
leadership.

Such experience is noted in the city of Ephesus when Apollos was called
aside by Aquila and Prisilla to teach him more completely on the matter of
Baptism (Acts 18:24-28).

In an effort to help meet the need, the Southeast Church is planning to
offer speaking opportunities as often as possible to those men who have revealed
their desires of entering the preaching ministry.

In order to offer fI::rther encouragement, we are willing to be used as a
communications link for any other congregations who might also like to use such
men in their pulpits. In doing such, we would only be assisting in communica-
tion and scheguling.

If your congregation desires to be used in this capacity, or know of other
men desiring to prepare for this ministry, please let it be known by communicating
to the following:

N L. Burks

3218 Pomer Court
Louisville, KY 40220
(502) 491-9952

Sincerely,
Elders of the Southeast Church of Christ

I just failed to pay attention to the
date’ on the back of my copy. I'm
sorry this is late. I would sure miss
receiving the Word & Work.

Sincerely,
Gail Kane

I thank God for such a publication
and all you fine brethren connected
with it. The older I get the more 1
appreciate the fine teaching. Each time
I send in my subscription I can’t help
wondering will this be the last! It has

Dear Friends,

So sorry I have failed to send in my
subscription for I sure don’t want to do
without the Word & Work. It is always
such a blessing to me.

Sincerely,
Emma Lowe

I am sorry for my oversight, I sim-
ply forgot about sending the check
for the bundle of Word & Work for
Locust St. Church, Please use the
enclosed for continuing another year.

If any thing is left please use to supply
the Word & Work to any who want it
but can’t supply funds for it.
Thanks,
Doug Brovles

been 40 years or more.
Thank you and God bless each of you.
In Him,
Velma Kitterman
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RES3. HOLLIS .BROWN o HLD
2118 MARYLAND AVE,
LOUISVILLE, KY. 40205

Qi T T

What in the World is God Doing?

Missions Retreat Echo Valley Camp Oct. 7, 8, 1933

Sponsoring churches:
Portland Avenue Church of Christ, Louisville
Buechel Church of Christ, Louisville
Highview Church of Christ, Louisville
Cramer & Hanover Church of Christ, Lexington
Missionary Messenger Office, Cramer church
WHO IS THIS RETREAT FOR?
Primarily intended for those vitally concerned for God's
world wide work. A special invitation is extended to
church leaders and their wives.
PROGRAM:
Friday 6:00 p.m. Registration, Snacks, Get acquainted.
7:30 p.m. Orientation, Singing.
8:00 p.m. Message: What in the World is God
Doing? (A survey of world conditions, missionary
activities, opportunities, to be followed by short
Question/Answer period.)
Prayer Time. Retire when ready.
Saturday A.M. Breakfast, Devotions.
1st Class: Understanding Various Types and Methods
of Missionary work. (with Q/A period)
ond Class Calling and Training of Missionaries, Survey
of Bible examples, ‘“How | was Called and Trained
for missions” by Lawyer, Allen, Broaddus, Wilson.
Discussion: What Can & Should Our Churches Do Now?

LUNCH
Message: How Can We Arouse Mission Involvement?
PRAYER TIME DISMISS

COST: .REGISTER EARLY . .. SAVE $2.00 . . .

If you register by October 1st. Cost is $10.00

Send $3.00 deposit (or entire amount if you wish).
After October ist. Please add $2.00 and pay upon
arrival. However, we prefer to know in advance in
order to know how much food to prepare.

-W-HAT TO BRING: Bring bedding, Bible, materials for taking
notes.

—
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