
M A Y , 1994

BREAKING LOOSE FROM 
THE TYRANNY OF

•  WHAT ARE OUR CHURCH YOUNG PEOPLE THINKING?
Don M cG ee asks them, and finds o u t

•  STRONG &  HAPPY MARRIAGES DO NOT JU ST HAPPEN!
2 5  questions that might help you prepare.



SPEAK UP FOR GOOD TV
In the past we have urged boycotts o f sponsors who advertise on 

objectionable television programs. We have also suggested that our 
readers complain to their local station and the network about programs 
which feature sex, violence, and profanity.

But there is another side to i t  We also need to encourage the pro
ducers, sponsors, stations and networks that provide programs compat
ible with Christian values. One such program is currently being shown 
on CBS television‒ " Christy."

Based on Catherine Marshall’s best-selling book, the story is pro
moted as one with positive values, sincere faith, and good role models 
for our youth. Following its premiere on Easter Sunday, the program 
was scheduled to continue on Thursday nights over the CBS affiliates.

TV Guide said o f the program, " ‘Christy’ is as much like ‘Little 
House on the Prairie’ as anything we’ve seen . . .  with strong charac
ters to care about"

If you enjoy "Christy," write a letter o f thanks to Mr. Jeff Sagan- 
sky, President CBS Entertainment, c/o CBS TV City, 7800 Beverly 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90036.

‒Editorial in Christian Standard; 5/15/94
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THEME:

TAMING TV
A lex  V . W ilson

It’s been called  the w orld 's largest university. It 's  been called 
m ankind's m ost widely used drug. And a form er com m issioner o f  the
F .C .C . made the understatement o f  the decade when he said, " It ’s not 
w ise to ignore the m ost powerful influence in our society.''

Doubtless you ’ve heard that today’s high school graduates have 
spent 5 0%  m ore tim e watching T V  than they have spent in the class
room . During that tim e, each may w ell have seen 18 ,000 murders and 
3 5 0 ,0 0 0  com m ercials. B y  contrast it is estimated that the average 
Am erican spends ten hours a year reading books. And how much tim e 
does he spend in personal B ib le  study, Sunday school and church 
m eetings?

T V  has its values, o f  course: 1) News coverage, especially o f  out
standing events. Rem em ber seeing Neil A rm strong’s giant step for 
mankind, onto the m oon? And watching the Berlin  W all com e down? 
2 )  Great drama, m usical events and other cultural feasts. 3 ) B elieve it 
o r not, T V  can promote thinking, evaluation and discussion. 4 ) It can 
teach children basic reading, arithm etic, etc. 5 ) It can promote charac
ter developm ent. "Exposure to ju st tw elve episodes o f  M ister R ogers' 
Neighborhood has been associated with increased helping, sharing and 
cooperative behavior by children." 6 ) "T V  comedy tends to decrease 
the pulse rate and relax people." 7 ) An d o f  course there are som e fine 
Christian programs on the air.

On the O th er H and . . .

Som etim es the com ic strips in the newspaper portray things better 
than we can. Here are some exam ples. In "T he Fam ily C ircus" B illy  
walks into his hom e from school and then asks, "H ey! W ho left the 
T V  o ff?"  In "N ancy," one day she and Sluggo are staring at T V  and 
she says, "I m ust be out o f  my mind to watch this. It’s an insult to my 
intelligence." Sluggo suggests, "W hy don’t we see what else is on?" 
But she replies. "W ait till the com m ercial." Another tim e she is read
ing a m agazine w hile he is engrossed in the tube. N ancy:"Interesting— 
it says here that the average person watches over 7 hours o f  T V  a 
day!" Sluggo "No kidding? T h at’s great! It ’s n ice to know I ’m 
above average in something."
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On another day Nancy tells him , T h e  worst thing happened last 
n ig h t O ur T V  broke. So  the whole night I had to sit around and read 
a book. It was like living before T V  w as invented! Now I know why 
they called it the Dark A g es!"

And in "F o r  B etter or For W orse," the w ife next door charges into 
E lly ’s kitchen. "A agh! I can ’t stand it! I ’ve got to talk to som ebody!! 
It’s a beautiful Sunday aftem oon‒ and what is Steve doing? . . .  W atch
ing baseball! H e’s flat on his back w atching baseball! Every weekend 
it 's  the sam e! I f  it’s not baseball it ’s football—I ’m not married to a 
person, I ’m married to a television set! !! W hat am I going to do, 
Elly? W e hardly talk to each other any m ore." E lly: "W ell, why don’t 
you m ake plans to have lunch together during the week. Just the two 
o f  y ou !" Neighbor- "D uring the w eek? Are you kidding? T hat’s 
when I watch my soap s!!!"

Now to som e specifics: A d d ictio n : Don’t m iss Chuck Sw indoll’s 
article in this issue. It ’s incredible. Sex  w ithou t p rin cip les: Children 
are robbed o f  their innocence and projected into instant adulthood. "In 
its quest for new and sensational ventures to hold its audience, T V  taps 
every existing taboo in the culture: hom osexuality, incest, divorce, 
promiscuity, corruption, adultery and terrible displays o f  violence and 
sadism ." B ib lical standards are either omitted or pooh-poohed.

Violence: In h a lf o f  T V ’s dramatic conflicts, violence is shown as 
a successful way o f  dealing with the problem . W hat does that teach? 
USA Today counted, in one week o f  prim e-tim e network fare, 276  vio
lent incidents, 57  people killed , and 9 9  people assaulted. The most 
violent program averaged 117 violent acts per hour!

Som e people deny any cause-and-effect between such program
ming and the rising violence in our country. But Christianity Today 
mentions "m ore than 1 ,000 studies that demonstrate a link between 
violence in the media and violent behavior in society." And even 
Movie Guide admits that 7 -11%  o f  viewers are deeply  affected by what 
they see, and m im ic anti-social practices that are portrayed. T hat’s 
more than one in twenty view ers!

V ideo gam es overflow  with aggression too. In 1991 fifty-eight 
percent o f  the 95 m ost popular Nintendo home video gam es contained 
warfare scenarios and 8 3 %  featured violent them es. M any o f  them 
feature a variety o f  weapons to destroy your enem y. One gam e was 
advertised as "the ultimate guerilla w arrior." The ob ject o f  another is 
to "destroy Count Dracula: Y o u ’ll have to find and destroy his body 
parts to end his reign o f  terror "  N ice gam es, eh?
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O th e r  effects on ch ild re n : M any don’t get enough sleep. Som e 
are affected with extrem e talkativeness. A t home they can ’t talk when 
the T V  is on, which it always is; they are starved for attention, a ffec
tion and conversation. There is less creativity in som e areas: "Y ou  
don’t see kids making their own toys out o f  crummy things the way we 
used to ," commented a p aren t They have shorter attention span than 
form erly, so hyper-activity runs rampant. And teachers lam ent the fact 
that kids now have less thinking ability apart from visualizing. "Som e 
teachers are encountering children who cannot understand a simple 
story without visual illustrations. T V  has taken away the ch ild ’s abil
ity to form pictures in his m ind."

D esire for Instant Solutions

"Understanding printed words must be learned; watching pictures 
does not require any learning. Conditioned to see all problem s re
solved in 30  or 60 minutes, the offspring o f  T V  exhibit a low tolerance 
for the frustration o f  learning. Grade-schoolers are quickly turned o f f  
by any activity that prom ises less than instant gratification. ‘Y ou  in
troduce a new skill, and right away, i f  it looks hard, they dissolve into 
tears,’ lam ents a first-grade teacher. ‘They want everything to be easy- 
-like watching the tube.’

"There are some things you must know before you can learn other 
things. It takes hard work and lengthy periods o f  study to attain many 
desirable things that are not im m ediately visible. [Learning the m ulti
plication-table or m em orizing B ib le  passages, for instance.] Y e t b e
cause the attention span o f  children is contracting, teachers are under 
terrific pressure to m ake everything relevant im m ediately—because i f  it 
is not, the students turn off.

"There are times when you have to say, ‘You m ust understand 
such and such before we can get on to this next point.’ And if  the kid 
says, ‘B u t this is boring,’ som etim es you have to say, ‘ I know , but 
.that’s the way some things are.’ T V  works against this attitude."

Thus lack o f  self-discipline and o f  endurance are p rom oted-tw o 
key elem ents o f  mature character.

Effects on O u r Hom es

It ’s easy for arguments to break out over which program to w atch. 
Too much T V  results in little in-depth conversation and discussions. 
M any Christian fam ilies falter because they have no fam ily altar, no 
devotions‒ a tragedy beyond calculation.
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Quarrels tend to increase after folks watch tense programs. "V io 
lent, frightening, suspenseful, and sexual content causes increased 
heart-rate, blood pressure, and other bodily responses in m ost people. 
And the intensity o f  our em otional experiences is related to how fast 
our hearts beat or how high our blood pressures soar. Fam ily conflicts, 
having nothing to do with T V , m ay be m ore intense and em otional 
than they norm ally would be whenever they take place directly after 
family mem bers have watched arousing T V  content." In other words, 
we are psycho-som atic beings. Thus stimulated em otions tense up our 
bodies, and such physical/m ental excitem ent m akes us m ore likely to 
erupt in quarrels. Think that over; to be forewarned is to be fore
armed, hopefully.

Then there is ad vertisin g . It aims to promote dissatisfaction, so 
w e’ll rush out and buy their product. Chronic dissatisfaction, another 
name for m aterialism ! There is much deception too: Special tech
niques make toys look bigger and seem faster. And health problem s? 
"Kid-directed ads for sweet foods, candy, etc. hook children on poor 
eating habits long before they develop the mental defenses to resist." 
A study found that only 2 %  o f  such ads are for fruit, vegetables, dairy 
products or other nutritious foods. And think how conform ity runs 
wild. Every other kid on your block has this doll or that rocket or the 
other contraption; will you be the only kid without one?

T V  has other dangers too: passive sp ecta to ritis . And d istorted  
news rep o rts . A lso , m issing  out on m ore v a lu ab le  th ings. For all 
these points, be sure to read Philip Y an cey ’s perceptive article in this 
issue.

A ll these matters should be discussed in our hom es. Parents 
should teach children about them, and should set good exam ples too. 
U nless we train them to choose the wheat and re ject the chaff, our 
fam ilies and churches w ill becom e weaker and w eaker. "W oe to you 
who are com placent in Z ion ," warned Am os long ago. W hat would he 
say today? T V  addiction and spiritual com placency are bosom bud
dies. These are urgent m atters; le t’s wake up!

[The preceding article has several direct quotations not credited 
to any source. They were compiled years ago for an ethics class in 
Manila, and I was careless about the credits. Though old, the points 
made are still valid. Most of the quotes referred to were from maga
zines: Christian Herald, Eternity, U.S. News & World Report, 
and Reader’s Digest —AVW ]
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PLUG-IN DRUG
Chuck Swindoll

A  fascinating experim ent on addiction w as reported in an issue o f  
G ood H ousekeeping m agazine. Not drug addiction. N ot alcohol ad
diction. Not tobacco or candy addiction. It w as on television addic
tion.

A  Detroit newspaper made an o ffer to  120  fam ilies in the city . 
T h e fam ilies were promised $ 5 0 0  each i f  they would agree not to 
watch T V  for one month. T h at’s right—500  bucks i f  they’d keep the 
tube turned o f f  for ju s t 30  days. Guess how many turned down the o f
fer.

Ninety three.

O f the 2 7  fam ilies that said "Y e s ,"  five w ere studied and reported 
on  in the m agazine article. R ight away you realize it was quite an ad
justm ent for them . Each fam ily had been w atching television from 4 0
to  70  hours a w e e k ___that’s between 5 .7  and 10 hours a day. Think
o f  it! Every day o f  every week the monotonous sounds and electronic 
pictures were a continual part o f  those households—year in, year o u t

Serious pains accom panied the sudden, cold-turkey withdrawal 
from  the plug-in drug. Rem arkable things occurred, som e alm ost b i
zarre. L ike the lady who started talking to her ca t o r the couple who 
stopped talking to each other altogether! But som e good things also 
occurred. Books were pulled o ff  the shelf, dusty from neglect, and 
read. Fam ilies played gam es, listened to the radio, and enjoyed play
ing records together. In another fam ily two young kids spent som e 
tim e practicing how to spell their nam es and addresses!

M iracle o f  m iracles, several actually reported the younger kids 
took their baths at night without throwing a fit . And som e (better sit 
down) w illingly practiced their piano lessons.

The result? W ell, the "no T V  m onth" fam ilies finally had to admit 
fou r facts:

1. T h eir fam ily m em bers w ere brought clo ser together.
2 . M ore eyeball-to-eyeball tim e between parents and children took

place.
3 . There was a marked increase in patience between fam ily  m em 

bers.
4 .  Creativity was enhanced.
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I would love to report otherwise . . . .  but I must be honest rather 
than wishful and add that television eventually won out once again. 
All five fam ilies returned to their addiction for nearly the same number 
o f  hours as before. Som e m ore.

T h e P rim ary  D anger

It 's  not the T V  that disturbs m e. N o, all it is is another gadget that 
can be used and enjoyed on occasion. It ’s the abuse that bothers m e— 
the paralyzing addiction that stifles human creativity and cripples per
sonal relationships. I agree with the com m ent made in the Christian 
M edical Society  Journal a couple o f  years ago:

"T h e  prim ary danger of the television screen lies not so much 
in the behavior it produces as the behavior it prevents."

Turning on the television set can turn o f f  the process that trans
forms children into people . . .  and non-plus viewers into thinking, car
ing persons. T h at’s why the little 9-year-old kid in San Francisco was 
overheard saying:

" I ’d lot rather watch T V  than play outside ’cause it’s boring out
side. They always have the same rides, like swings and slides and 
things.”

O ne reputable authority declares that children raised on television 
com e to adulthood with no evident signs o f  decline in overall intelli
gence. There is apparently no huge brain drain, but there are a few pe
culiarities that concern the pros in this field .

•  Increased com m unication in near non-verbal speech ("like 
m a n . . . .  uh . . . .  you know . . . .  uh . . . . " )

•  M uch less spontaneity and few er im aginative concepts com 
ing from young adults.

•  An intense, alm ost irrational, dependence on m usic with a 
heavy beat as their only art form .

•  T h e ever-present drug scene.
•  G reater interest in passive experiences than in those requiring 

m ental interaction and active involvem ent

Sin ce  television sets sit in 9 7 %  o f  Am erican hom es (more hom es 
have T V  than indoor plum bing), these problem s aren’t decreasing.

Hey, le t’s do som ething about this, folks! It ’s a tough uphill bat
tle, but it isn ’t insurmountable. Com ing o ff  the addiction is always 
hard. It actually boils down to the correct use o f  two o f  the smallest
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tilings in your house, the on-off knob on your set and the simple yet 
powerful word, "No". Now, don’t look around for much support 
You’ll have to hammer out your own philosophy. One that fits you 
and your family. B u t for sure, do something soon. Let’s take seri
ously these words:

"Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right. Think 
about things that are pure and lovely, and dwell on the fine, good 
things in others"

-Paul, to 20th-century Christians

Believe me, the ultimate benefits you’ll enjoy will be worth much 
more than $500 and they will certainly last a lot longer. For a change, 
unplug the plug-in drug.

TV AND M E
Philip Yancey

Have you ever been overseas? Have you watched a whale cavort 
in the ocean? Ridden in a supersonic je t fighter? Taken an ocean 
cruise?

Every one o f those experiences has taken place in our living 
rooms. A twelve-year old can describe in detail the sensation o f an 
aerial dog fight at supersonic speeds and can probably sketch a recog
nizable Eiffel Tower.

Think o f what the mass media have done. Alien places and adven
tures were remote, vague half-descriptions carried from mouth-to- 
mouth for all o f history until this century. What did a Minnesota 
logger know about slavery in 1848? It depends on whom he’d talked 
to. Without firsthand experience, he had no universally-accepted no
tion o f it. Today, one TV series like Roots can permanently sear a 
powerful image o f slavery into the memories o f 130 million people.

I could have asked another line o f questions. Have you been to a 
strip-tease show? Have you gambled in Las Vegas? Have you 
watched a robbery? Seen a rape? These are not idle questions, even 
for Christian readers, because those experiences, too, could be por
trayed in your living room. Almost any 12-year-old in America could 
describe the scenes.

Television has to be ranked as one o f the major forces shaping our 
lives. Much of our perception of the world comes through the shape o f 
a picture.
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Parents—especially  Christians—like to think, "O h, but I ’m in con
trol o f  m y kids’ viewing habits. W e run the T V ; it doesn’t  run us." I f  
that’s true, your fam ily is a rare exception. Statistics show that the 
typical U .S . high school senior has spent 15 ,000  hours watching T V , 
but only 12 ,000  hours in school classroom s. B y  the tim e he reaches 
65 , even i f  he attends Sunday School faithfully enough to earn a string 
o f  perfect attendance ribbons, he w ill have spent a total o f  four months 
in Sunday Sch oo l, but nine years watching T V . W h o’s in control, you 
o r the medium?

D on’t  get m e wrong—I ’m not one o f  those axe-w ielding crusaders 
against T V  addicts. I ’ve never even written a letter to the FC C  about 
T V  program m ing. B u t I do think it ’s important to flick  o ff  the switch 
every so often and reflect on w hat the cathode-ray tube may be doing 
to  m y life .

H ere’s w hat I ’ve com e up with:

1. T V  affects m y values. H orrible statistics tell how T V  affects 
our values in pernicious w ays, especially in the areas o f  sex and vio
lence. The average 15-year old has seen 13 ,000  deaths, and hundreds 
o f  crim es are inspired by T V  plots. B u t as I say, I ’m not on a w ild
eyed crusade against sex and violence on T V . I can defend m y self 
against those obvious dangers. W hat bothers me are the m ore subtle 
ways T V  m ay be persistently wearing down my own values.

2 . T V  blurs m y perception. I ’m grateful to T V  for taking m e to 
A laska without my having to endure the swamps and m osquitos. I ’m 
delighted to know a lot about octopi without having dived to danger
ous, murky depths. T V  has exploded m y experience o f  reality and 
broadened m y life.

B u t this god has becom e a dem on. T V  seem s so real that I som e
tim es take at face value its im ages. Francis Schaeffer gave a stark il
lustration o f  this subtle danger on one o f  his "H ow  Should W e Then 
L iv e?" film s. He staged a m ock student riot, then showed how two 
new s team s m ight portray it.

T h e  conservative news station showed "our brave men in b lue" be
ing abused and pelted by "obscenity-scream ing, long-haired youths." 
T h e  m ore liberal station showed different scenes from the sam e e v e n t 
P olice battering passive demonstrators and tossing tear-gas grenades 
into crow ds o f  innocent bystanders. T he point is , when you and I 
w atch the news each night, w e take it  as f a c t  A fter all, it’s on film ; 
the cam era doesn’t  lie . B u t with selective shooting and editing the 
cam era does lie , o r  a t least distorts reality .
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Why pick on T V 9 Because it presents unique problem s. A public 
raised on books is accustom ed to a m arketplace o f  ideas. B .F . Skinner 
presents his view s with documentation. A nother author with equal 
skill refutes them . W e read both books, mull them over, and decide on 
a view that takes some truth from both men. B u t in all but a few cases, 
T V  is not a symposium o f  ideas. It makes statem ents. Reasoning has 
been eliminated and pre-digested for us. T h ere’s not much tim e for 
boring, heady dialogue on T V .

I have a hard time remembering that. W hen I watch a two-m inute 
clip  o f  the President’s next news conference and he looks worried and 
stumbles over words, I may forget that those may have been the w eak
est two minutes o f  the entire press conference, edited to heighten the 
drama.

Advertisem ents are especially tricky because their whole business 
is to impress me with new values. They don’t purport to be ob jective; 
they are bald propaganda. Y e t I can ’t help but feeling a bit unA m eri- 
can and inferior i f  there’s a ring around my collar, or my clothes aren’t 
w hiter than white (whatever that is), or my teeth lack sex appeal. V a l
ues o f  questionable importance suddenly dom inate my life.

Several years ago the Chicago Tribune Sunday M agazine publish
ed two fascinating collages. One was made up o f  scores o f  caricatures 
clipped from ads in the 1 9 3 0 ’s and 4 0 ’s showing how blacks were por
trayed in advertisements. The archetypal black then was a carefree, 
grinning, boyish-faced young thing with a cap jam m ed on the back o f  
his h ead -kind  o f  like the Phillip Morris cigarette bellboy.

The second collage showed how blacks were portrayed in ads and 
m ovies o f  the 1 9 6 0 ’s. The black face was firm , jaw  clenched, eyes 
closed to a slit. The image was o f  a cool, tough, superfly dude. All 
blacks looked like hardened ghetto-survivors.

The tragedy is, i f  you ride a bus into the South Side o f  C hicago, 
you see young blacks emulating the stereotype that T V  and m ovies are 
constantly raining on them. Their perception o f  reality (and my per
ception o f  the black world) is being manipulated. Y ou hardly ever see 
born-again Christian roles acted out on T V . Just as the media slants 
our view o f  blacks, it may also slant others’ view s o f  Christians.

W hy doesn’t T V  portray good sex within happy m arriages9 I 
don 't mean showing physical scenes, but simply indicating that a hus
band and w ife are faithful and happy about i t  I com e away from T V  
with the idea that the best, m ost thrilling kind o f  sex com es in extra
m arital or premarital affairs. Y e t the people I know involved in such
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affairs are mostly disenchanted and desperate. Lots o f  happily married 
people brag about their sexual relationships—why aren’t these happy 
marriages ever represented on T V ?

Every problem on T V —hom osexuality, incest, suicide, murder, 
you name it—is resolved by the end o f  the show. Life is shown as a se
ries o f  riddles which eventually work out to clever solutions. Som e
times that com forts m e. But mostly it makes me feel abnormal 
because a lot o f  my struggles have been going on for many months 
without a station break.

Som etim es I wonder i f  these formulated life stereotypes haven’t 
instigated the rise in sim ilar easy-answer Christian platitudes. I ’ve at
tended B ib le  conferences, heard many sermons, and read Christian 
books. M any o f  them have my problems all figured out. Am I de
pressed? Follow  these five steps to happiness, they say. Am I having 
trouble with my quiet tim e? Here are twelve easy formulas to choose 
from . Som etim es I get the idea that the only way to make it as a Chris
tian is to divide all o f  life into a series o f  lists with two B ib le refer
ences for each spiritual answer.

Sorry', my life ju st doesn’t work that way. It works m ore as a rela
tionship—with God and with others—and not as a step-by-step form ula 
for action.

3 . T V  m akes me passive. T .S . Eliot summarized well that T V  is a 
"medium o f  entertainment which permits m illions o f  people to listen to 
the sam e jo k e  at the same tim e and yet remain lonely."

T V  is powerful. It can keep me glued to a chair for hours. It takes 
a mighty good conversationalist (or preacher) to hold my attention that 
long. Through T V  I experience war, adventure, intrigue, travel. Y et 
there is something hollow about them.

I have been to the top o f  Mt. Kilim anjaro and seen the view . But I 
saw it from the rattan chair in my living room. I missed the lung pres
sure caused by shortage o f  oxygen, the ache o f  m uscles as I neared the 
top, the sharp sm ells, the sound o f  my boots crunching ice , the com
radeship o f  sharing an adventure, the exultation o f  achieving difficult 
goals.

I m issed the nuances o f  mountain vista—the way valleys snake 
from one side o f  a mountain to another, the delicate shades painted by 
the setting sun. I  got the end result—a view from the top without any 
o f  the pre-requisites.
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I lost something in the process. One would expect T V  to heighten 
m y lust for adventure and excitem ent. Strangely, it dulls i t  V isiting 
M t  Kilim anjaro isn’t that much different from visiting W alton ’s 
Mountain. My experiences becom e vicarious. T h at’s why it ’s so easy 
for me to sit passively through bloody w ar scenes.

This numbing effect o f  T V  has im plications in the Christian world, 
too. Jesus commanded me to love my neighbor. It applies to the di
vorced lady down the street with her runny-nosed kid, the poor fam ily 
that goes to my church, the old fo lk s’ hom e behind the grocery store. 
But T V  shows me a whole new set o f  neighbors—billions o f  them. 
Som e are earthquake-riddled, malnourished, begging, and w ar-devas
tated.

A t first, scenes o f  all those neighbors stir me. I want to give to 
W orld V ision. But after the hundredth news report on this fam ine or 
that earthquake (it hurts to confess it), I ’m numb. All I care about is 
balancing my checkbook or fixing a snack. I can ’t carry the burden o f  
all those neighbors.

Instead o f  making me active and involved, then, T V  m akes me 
passive. I sit sleepily through church services, force m y self to read the 
B ib le  regularly, and try to figure out what sm all dent I can m ake in that 
big world.

I know I must resist such a deadening influence. Rather than sit in 
front o f  the set, I must plan B ib le  studies that challenge my spirit. I 
must create quality time with my w ife-w alk in g , playing, reading, e x 
ploring new ideas. W hich will I choose tonight?

O r will I ju s t flick  on the tube and relax?
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T H O U G H T -P R O V O K E R S  F R O M  H E R E  AND T H E R E :

TELEVISION
I have never seen a bad television program, because I refuse to. 

God gave me a mind, and a wrist that turns things o ff. —Jack Paar

T h e  Bosses W ho C on tro l T V  P rogram m in g

It is valuable to know the enthusiasms and prejudices o f  the media 
elite who are responsible for the content pouring into our hom es day 
by day. A study under the auspices o f  Colum bia University reveals 
that:

*5 0 %  o f those controlling the m edia have "no religion." * 8 %  at
tend church or synagogue w eekly. *8 6 %  attend seldom or never. 
*8 4 %  believe governm ent should have no laws regulating sex. *5 5 %  
believe extramarital affairs are not immoral. *9 5 %  believe hom osexu
ality is not wrong. *8 5 %  believe hom osexuals should be permitted to 
teach in public schools. —The Church Around the World

G uidelines fo r P aren ts

1) Look at your other activities. In some hom es . . . few  sports, 
gam es, jo b s  or other interests are available. 2 ) B e  active with a few  o f  
the things you can participate in. 3 ) Read to your children. I f  you start 
early, reading can becom e captivating. 4 ) Lim it preschool T V  tim e. 
Many children watch the m ost hours o f  T V  during the preschool years. 
Lim itless viewing hours can establish poor patterns early. [D on’t use] 
the set as a babysitter. 5) Ask what your child is going to w atch. In
stead o f  turning the T V  on and trying to find a program, ask your child 
to first use a program guide. [D on’t have] the set on merely to have it 
on. 6 ) I f  possible, remove T V  from the living room or other main 
room [where it w ill] be the center o f  life.

—W illiam  Colem an, Making TV W ork for Your Family 

S lanted  N ew s-Reporting

Think back to October, 1989, when San Francisco was shaken by a 
m ajor earthquake and 66 people were killed. This tragic story o f  death 
and destruction dominated our national news for w eeks. In com pari
son, 171 babies are killed by legal abortion every hour o f  every day in 
Am erica. W here are the special reports, and where is the national out
pouring o f  g rie f for these silent abortion victim s?
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Nothing is m ore frustrating than the shameful and irresponsible
m anner in which our side o f  the abortion issue is dealt with by the na
tional news media. Our m ajor networks have shown nothing but con
tem pt for the right-to-life m ovem ent Pro-life supporters are 
com m only referred to as "extrem ists" or even "fanatics." In contrast 
the views o f  anti-life people are described as "deep commitments." 
T he media feel perfectly justified  in identify ing individual pro-lifers as 
C atholics, Evangelicals, Fundamentalists, or members o f the "radical 
right." But who ever heard a news report identify an anti-lifer as an ex
trem ist. a left-winger, or even an atheist, if  such were the case? Label
ing pro-lifers is one way reporters try to discredit them.

Pro-life rallies, like the annual march in January which alway s at
tracts 5 0 ,0 0 0 -1 0 0 ,0 0 0  marchers in our nation's capital, are ignored or 
grossly underestimated in size. But a dozen abortion marchers will get 
m ore coverage on the evening news than 10,000 pro-lifers. ‒ Newslet
ter o f the National R ight to Life Committee

T hrow  it A w ay? #1

O ver a year ago [ we got rid o f  our TV], and we’ve been pleasantly 
surprised by the results. For exam ple, when Santa came gathering his 
shopping list last year, posing to each o f  the children, "What would 
you like for C hristm as?"each o f  the children responded, "I don’t know, 
Dad. W hat do you think we need?" As I picked m y self up o ff  the 
floor I realized that over the months without TV, the demon o f  adver
tising covetousness had been quietly exorcised from my children . . .

Another interesting benefit has been the rem oval o f  certain fears. 
T h e Ontario Com m ission on V io lence in the Com m unication Industry 
says: "Heavy' viewers o f  T V  are more likely to overestim ate . . . the 
danger o f  their own neighborhood. They ’re m ore likely to have a 
sense o f  fear about daily life. T h e y ’re more likely to overestim ate the 
probability' o f  being involved in a violent crim e." — G eorge M allone 
in In te re st

Throw  it A w ay? #2  and # 3

O ne family didn't repair their set. As a result, the oldest boy is ac
tive in Scouts and works in a gas-station. Another plays a lot o f  ball, 
and read Watership Down [a long, good book] and all four o f  the Hob
bit books. The father com m ented. "I don't know any other children 
with their range o f  interests."

Another fam ily, with four children under ten. didn't fix  their T V  
either. "T he whole fam ily  goes to bed earlier. My three-year-old can 
do a 100-piece puzzle my ten-year old has discovered baking, m y six-
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year-old memorized the entire musical score from the record M ary 
Poppins; and I no longer beg and nag one child to stop watching T V  
and do hom ework. W e take hikes after dinner during the w eek, and on 
weekends we walk early in the morning. W e pray and sing, and we 
visit the library w eekly. None o f  us wants the T V  back.

YOUR FAMILY AND THE VCR
Ruth Herron

W atching television is a daily form o f  entertainment in most o f  
our hom es. For many years, we have sat passively and watched what
ever cam e on the channel. Our power has been limited to com plain
ing to the broadcasters, and turning the set o ff. W ith access to cable 
television, there is a greater selection o f  programs, but the choice o f  
what to watch is still dependent on what is being aired at a particular 
time.

Television is such a prominent part o f  our lives that we sometimes 
let it control our actions. W e have becom e slaves to T V , buying what 
is offered to us, and becom ing what we watch. It is time that we take 
control o f  our television and make it our slave. W hen we purpose
fully control what we watch, we will be using television w isely.

Changes

One o f  the biggest changes in the T V  industry is the widespread 
use o f  videocassette recorders. They are inexpensive enough that 
many fam ilies own them. V C R  tapes are readily available for rent 
and purchase also. Grocery stores, video m ovie shops, libraries, and 
even service stations stock V C R  tapes. V C R s are changing what we 
watch on T V .

For a small amount o f  m oney, a family can watch a quality m ovie 
together. For some fam ilies, this is more econom ical than going to a 
theater. Fam ilies can break the habit o f  ju st leaving the T V  on in 
hopes o f  Finding something worthwhile to watch. They can choose 
what to watch, and not be totally dependent on what som eone wants 
them to watch.

Choices

My father often planned our television viewing when I was grow 
ing up. W hen som ething o f  interest was on, the entire family watched 
it together. Because o f  this. I was exposed to docum entaries, circuses.
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nature and seasonal specials. I f  my father had not planned for these. I 
probably would have watched ju s t cartoons and gam e shows.

At the tim e, I som etim es resented his control over the television, 
but now I realize that the parent's role in T V  viewing is important. 
W ithout parental influence, children would exist on a diet o f  "junk” 
shows. In the past, parents allowed this to happen with a resigned sigh 
and, "W ell, there's nothing else on." By using a V C R  and tape, a par
ent exercises a wider choice as he administers his responsibility of 
guiding his family in T V  program selection.

O f course, a family can still watch "junk" but the parent does have 
control. Parents can choose and even preview what the fam ily w ill be 
watching. (This is important som etim es with younger children.) To
gether, parents and children can learn to choose quality tapes and be 
discrim inating in what is seen.

Planning what to watch and when to watch it can be fun. Fam ilies 
can choose from such broad categories as: Cartoons, concerts, lec
tures, dramas, classics, B ib le  stories, fairy tales, how-to tapes, exer
cises, Christian m ovies, read-along stories, and just-for-fun m ovies.

T o help encourage reading, a child (or fam ily) can read a book be
fore watching it on the V C R . Our fam ily did this last year with A 
Christmas C arol. W hen this is done, the fam ily can then discuss how 
the two differed, what was sim ilar, and how' it differed from each per
son ’s image o f  the book. The great advantage o f  a V C R  tape is that it 
can easily be stopped for breaks and discussion.

Just as television viewing can be either positive or negative, the 
sam e is true for V C R  view ing. W hat you see as a fam ily can enhance 
your fam ily life or it can erode the very values and ideals you are seek
ing to uphold. Parents and children m ight choose a tape by its cover or 
hyped advertisement. This can easily happen when the parent is in a 
hum -. The parent can unwittingly subject h im self or his child to v io
lent or scary scenes which can be many tim es worse than what he 
m ight see on T V .

This is dangerous because a child cannot detach h im self from a 
disturbing scene as an adult is able to do. The child becom es a part o f 
it and absorbs everything presented. Parents also need to be aware of 
what their teens rent and watch. Som e places rent m ovies to teens with 
a large amount o f  sex, profanity and violence. Again, it is the respon
sibility o f  the parent to guide the family in what is seen and to restrict 
view ing o f  potentially harmful or offensive tapes.

144



Questions

Below are some questions which parents can ask when choosing a 
movie for the family:

1. What kind o f tape do we want? (entertainment, educational, etc.)

2. Will the tape bring out issues we can discuss as a family? Does it 
help us to use our imagination or make us think?

3. Will it scare or upset younger children? Does it bring to life any 
fears or anxieties?

4. Does it stereotype people or make fun of certain groups?

5. Is violence used as a solution to problems? Does it produce nega
tive feelings which the child watching it might act out?

6 . Toward what age is the tape geared? Is it suitable for the entire 
family?

7. Are there sexual scenes, profanity, violence, details o f crime? Wh at
is the rating?

8 . Does the film support or reinforce what you are teaching in the 
home?

9. Are the characters ones you want your children to imitate?

10. Does the film make you feel good about yourself as a family?

We can learn about ourselves, others, and the world we live in 
through VCR tapes. We can laugh at ourselves, gain new insights, and 
cry together. Or we can let ourselves feel overwhelmed and assaulted 
by what we watch.

To take positive control over what is seen on your VCR, set family 
guidelines. Decide how much time you want to spend watching TV 
and tapes during the week. Don’t let your family become addicted to 
any form of viewing. Make sure you have plenty of time to develop 
relationships with each other in other ways. See a wide variety of 
tapes.

Don’t use the VCR as a baby-sitter. I f  you can’t watch a tape with 
your child, check on him often, asking and answering questions, and 
letting him know you’re concerned about what he is watching. Set 
aside special family viewing times complete with popcorn and drinks. 
If you don't have regular family times, this can be a start. Talk about 
what you are seeing, and stop the tape when needed for discussion.
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Let the child know how you feel about what is happening and en
courage him to discuss how he feels about it. Point out positive things 
as well as negative. Turn the tape o ff if  the program is offensive or in
appropriate. Don’t feel you have to watch it just because you paid for 
i t  Taking control over what you and your family see takes discipline. 
Set limits on what you allow to be seen in your home, and stick to 
them.

To help avoid problems, consult reviews o f tapes found in books, 
magazines and newspapers. Examine what is available at your video 
rental shop. Develop a rapport with the owners and let them know 
how they can serve your family better. Be creative and rent a video 
camera to tape your family’s special occasions.

What we are as a family depends on what we let ourselves be
come. Our actions are easily influenced by what we view, whether this 
be through television or on VCR tapes. Enhance your family life by 
choosing purposefully and wisely what is shown in your home.

—From Christian Standard

THE DOCTOR’S R X
Dr. James Dobson has some good advice about families and TV. 

He points out three goals parents should have. First, to oversee the 
quality o f the programs their children watch. Second, regulate the 
quantity., are they spending too much time at the tube? Third, include 
all the family in establishing a policy, and seeing why such a policy is 
needed. Then he describes a system he read about which can help 
achieve all three goals:

"F irst,. . .  parents sit down with the children and select a list o f ap
proved programs that are appropriate for each age level. Then type 
that list and enclose it in clear plastic so it can be referred to through
out the week. Second, either buy or make a roll of tickets. Issue each 
child ten tickets per week, and let him use them to ‘buy’ the privilege 
o f watching the programs on the approved list. When his tickets are 
gone, his television viewing is over for that week. This teaches him to 
choose carefully what he most wants to spend his time on. Ten hours a 
week is perhaps a good target to shoot a t . . . . "
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WHAT ARE OUR YOUNG 
PEOPLE THINKING?

Don McGee

I was a teacher at church camp last summer and I could tell from 
the Sunday night crowd this was going to be a very good Senior week 
at CYE. It was what one might call the tenor and intensity of the 
group that arrested my attention, and I have continued to mull over 
what they said that week though it has now been several months. Per
haps other church leaders are interested in what these young people are 
thinking. I certainly hope so.

My class consisted o f twenty-one high school and college stu
dents. Five were young men, sixteen were young women, and they 
represented a good cross-section o f the churches in Louisiana. We 
took advantage o f the opportunity to discuss a number of current 
church issues and I will share several o f these with you in the hope we 
all will better understand those matters our young people consider im
portant.

One o f the first things talked about was the need for classes on 
how to study the Bible. They understand Bible study is to be ap
proached differently than reading a newspaper or studying a biology 
textbook, but they are not sure o f some o f the mechanics. Judging 
from the proliferation of generic topical sermons there may be a press
ing need for church leaders to seriously consider this subject.

Closely associated with the above is this next item. They also felt 
strongly about the need for teacher training classes. They see fine 
Christians being asked to teach Bible classes but who have little or no 
training in the art o f Bible study. They are adept at reading and quot
ing scripture but are unfamiliar with expounding it. Take away a 
canned lesson plan so that a teacher must simply teach from the Word 
and they’re at a loss! No theme, no substance, no thrust and no appli
cation. Do you suppose there may be something to what these young 
people are saying about our teaching programs? I believe there is. On 
a couple o f occasions men have actually told me they "can not teach 
from the Bible," that they must have a "study guide." At least one rea
son for this is they have never been taught how to mine for the gold. It 
seems the word exegesis is not familiar to some teachers. That might 
be okay because our churches are not seminaries, but the alarming 
thing is that the practice o f what the word means is also unfamiliar.
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Also high on their list was the need for prem arital counseling. 
They felt there was a great need for such classes but hardly any o f their 
preachers had such a practice. As a result many young people are go
ing into marriage without much o f a Biblical view o f sex. None were 
able to say their parents or church leaders ever talked to them about 
human sexuality, except to say "don’t do it" before marriage. They 
have no concept o f the family being the foundation for church leader
ship training. They somehow have the idea elders hire and fire the 
preacher and speak ex cathedra , and that deacons are "elders in train
ing". Most admit to having hardly any idea o f stewardship, budgets, 
credit, etc. The list could go on. [See the follow ing article]

Among other things they would like to see are activities involving 
others their own age. For examples they listed tubing, canoeing, 
bowling, skating, ski trips and even an afternoon in the local park play
ing volleyball. One of them said any excuse to get together is good 
enough. One o f  the ideas they had  was fo r  churches with buses to 
bring their young peop le to other church cam ps so they could m eet 
other people. The thought that crossed my mind when I heard that 
was, "Yeah, we used to have SCC to help fill that need."

They want to know HOW TO STUDY 
AND A PPLY THE B IB LE, and HOW TO  
TEACH IT. They also want PRE-M A RI- 
TA L COUNSELING ... and ACTIVITIES  
W ITH OTHERS TH EIR AGE.

After a couple o f days with them I felt comfortable in asking what 
I ’ve been wanting to ask a responsible group of young people for a 
long time. "Would you consider becoming a minister, and if  not, why 
not?" The answers were not very varied. The reasons included their 
not being up to the challenge and not wanting to be viewed as being 
different. However, their two main reasons had to do with the money 
situation and the undue stress put upon the preacher and his family. 
These young people believe Christians should practice sacrificial liv
ing but they do not believe the preacher should be the only one in the 
congregation doing the sacrificing. I ask you, does that strike a nerve 
or what!? Three o f the five young men said they would "seriously 
consider" the ministry but the above matters would be major consid
erations. One said both his peers and family (Christians, by the way) 
feel the preaching profession is a "waste o f talent." There is more 
money and prestige doing other things, they said. That, too, is an ex
posed nerve!
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I asked the young women how they felt about marrying a preacher 
and the answer was basically the same. Fifteen of the sixteen young 
women said they would "seriously consider" it and several indicated 
they would actually like to marry a preacher.

Perhaps when our churches realize preachers are "ranchers" and 
not "shepherds" and that it will take more than $2100 a month and a 
parsonage to get a man who knows what he is doing, we will begin to 
see some good talent being put into practice.

Does this mean these young people are materialistic? Not at all! 
But it does mean that, as potential preachers and their wives, they 
would like a style o f living similar to that which their congregations 
practice. They would like to take a vacation, own a boat or camper, 
have a modest and comfortable home, take their families out to dinner, 
continue their education, provide opportunities for their children, have 
a savings account. . .  I think you get the idea.

Next time some committee or board o f elders gets together to con
sider a lectureship series or the future of their congregation they may 
want to listen to what their young people have to say. None of the 
young people I know would make unreasonable requests, present ulti
matums, or spew forth caustic demands. (What could be more reason
able than the above mentioned classes?) Sadly though, they are not 
even asking for an audience with the "powers that be." Some seem to 
have simply resigned themselves to the status quo. After being defacto 
ignored for some length of time they simply leave, and as leaders we 
are left standing in the dust wondering what happened and why. To 
deny consideration of our young men and women is to destroy golden 
opportunities, ignore some brilliant ideas and waste the drive and 
vigor o f youth. May this charge never be leveled against us for we 
shall give account o f our stewardship in this most vital area.

If you feel this evaluation is off by a country mile then give it a 
test. Take your class of young adults, both singles and those married, 
and study 1 Timothy with them. Take the role of facilitator from time 
to time and listen carefully to what they think. Especially when you 
get to chapter three! If  you are like m e-that is, if you are quite conser- 
vative‒ you will be impressed. Perhaps one Sunday afternoon you will 
fall on your knees and praise God for your young adults and their 
depth, conviction and soundness. Perhaps for the first time you will 
realize that, i f  our Lord’s return is further delayed, His church will pass 
into the capable hands o f a generation that will fit well into Hebrews 
chapter eleven! I f  we will let them!
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PREPARING FOR A MARVELOUS 
MARRIAGE

Alex V . Wilson

Deciding about marriage is the second most important decision 
you will ever make in your lifetime. (The most important, o f course, is 
whether to follow Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior.) Should YOU 
marry? Believe it or not, there are some advantages to single life. See 
what Paul said about it in 1 Cor. 7. Since this side o f the question is 
rarely presented, study it carefully.

If you should many, WHOM will you marry? Jane or June or 
Joan or Jean? John or Jim or Jack or Joe? How will you decide? And 
even if  your choice is already made, WHEN will you marry? That is 
important too.

The pressures of modern life put a great strain on marriage. In 
some parts o f the U.S. as many as one out o f every two marriages end 
in divorce! I remember in Manila it was discovered that 65%  o f the 
students at an expensive school were from homes where their father 
and mother were not living together. There are schools here now with 
even worse statistics. That is tragic, for broken homes usually produce 
broken lives.

Prepare Beforehand

Strong and happy marriages do not just happen. They result from 
careful preparation: praying, thinking , evaluating, planning, and char
acter-building. Churches need to help their members prepare for vi
brant, Christ-centered marriages and homes. We should teach  about 
God’s standards and resources for the family. Perhaps start a lending 
library of good  books about the home. Perhaps hold a sem inar on 
Christian family-life. Or use some o f the valuable Sunday School M a
terials that are available regarding courtship and marriage. Pre-m arl- 
tal counseling is also an important ministry. A wise policy is for a 
pastor to refuse to marry any couple unless they first meet with him for 
at least two and preferably three or four counseling sessions. An
nounce this policy to your congregation, so they won’t be caught by 
surprise. I prefer to meet for the first session at least two months be
fore the wedding, and then hold other sessions during the following 
weeks. I recommend some books for them to read before the wedding 
too.

Here are helpful questions to ask during pre-marital counseling. 
Perhaps this list will assist new pastors to formulate their own set o f
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questions. Or maybe it will enable couples who are engaged (or think
ing about it) to consider these important matters before their pastor 
asks them.

PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING QUESTIONS

1. How long have you known each other? How long have 
you gone together seriously?

2. Your ages: If  there is a wide gap in your ages, what ef
fects might this have on your relationship, now or later?

3. Your educational attainments: I f  differing, what effects 
might this have?

4. Your occupations: Are you happy in your occupation, or 
hoping to change?

5. Your racial/cultural heritage: If  they differ, what effects 
might this have?

6 . Your economic status: well-to-do? average? poor? If 
differing, what effects might such differences have?

7. Do you know and enjoy each other’s friends?
8 . Are your goals in life basically harmonious? Have you 

ever discussed them?
9. Are your moral standards basically harmonious?
10. Are your temperaments basically harmonious? Do you 

understand each other quite well? (A good book to read: 
Spirit-Controlled Temperament, by Tim LaHaye).

11. How would each of you describe your relation to Jesus 
Christ? How long have you been His disciple? What 
changes has He made in your lives? Do you pray to
gether? Do you plan to have a "family altar?" What 
makes you believe it is God’s will for you to marry each 
other? If you discover it is not His will for you two to marry, 
will you submit to Him?

12. Do you attend the same church? I f  not, then what church 
do you intend to attend after you marry? Are you agreed 
wholeheartedly on this, or is there any reluctance or irri
tation on the part of the one who is "giving in?" Will you 
really be active in your church or just "attend"? If you 
are from different church backgrounds, then what beliefs 
and practices will you teach your children to follow?

13. How would you classify the married life o f your parents 
through the years that you were growing up?
__extremely happy fairly happy  satisfactory
__unhappy  very bad.

What do you believe were the reasons why their 
marriage was the way it was (whether happy or unhappy)?
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14. How do your parents feel about your forthcoming mar-  
riage:
__Very favorable favorable__O K __disapprove
__strongly disapprove.

I f  they disapprove, what reasons do they give? Have 
you seriously considered these?

15. Do you know each other’s parents and other relatives 
well? Do you feel comfortable with them?

16. Are you aware o f each other’s faults? How do you react 
to them? How might they affect your marriage, now and 
later?

17. Have you ever been quite angry at each other? How did 
you respond? Did you solve or merely cover up the problem? 
Did you truly forgive? How will you respond next time? Do 
you know how to handle such situations constructively?

18. When you disagree over an important decision, what do 
you do?

19. Do you know each other’s physical conditions—health; 
tendencies toward sickness; strengths; weaknesses?
Have you recently had a thorough physical check-up by a 
doctor? You should, as soon as possible-before the 
wedding! Inform the doctor o f your plans to marry.

20. Do you know the amount o f your income? Have you dis
cussed and planned at least a tentative budget? Do you 
know at least approximately what your expenses will be? 
What kind o f Lifestyle will you follow, economically. . .  
not only now, but later? Do you agree on this matter—the 
kind o f home you will desire, and furniture and appli
ances you consider essential, etc.? Will you tithe regu
larly? Do you know how to set up a budget? Have you 
while single been able to live within a budget? What 
debts do you owe to any one, which will affect your 
budget?

21. Do you both plan to work? Have you carefully thought 
about if  the wife should hold an outside job once she 
becomes a mother (or even before then)?

I f  you both plan to hold jobs, and your budget will be 
based on the combined incomes, then what will you do if  
the wife needs to stop her outside job  because o f chil
dren?

22. Are you well informed about matters related to sex? Do 
you understand the Bible’s teaching about mutual sex du
ties, as in 1 Cor. 7:1-5? (Use a modem translation) This 
passage clearly implies that sex is God’s good provision 
for husband and wife, even apart from its reproductive 
purpose. Have you planned your honeymoon? Where, 
and how long?
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23. Have you discussed and agreed on how many children 
you want, and when you want them? Are you aware o f 
various family-planning methods, and do you agree on 
this matter?

24. Where will you live? With the parents o f one o f you, or 
separate from diem? Have you considered how you can 
use your home in the service o f Christ?

25. Have you planned your wedding? Where? When? How 
many in the wedding party? Have you considered ex
penses? What to include in the ceremony? Have you ap
plied yet for a marriage license?

Comments on the Questionnaire

Wow—so many questions! Yes, it’s a long lis t  But each question 
is important It only goes to show that marriage calls for a good deal 
o f  maturity and experience. It should not be entered into lightly, by 
any means. Especially risky is early marriage. One well-known 
authority on marriage, Judson Landis, concluded from statistics some 
years ago that the "divorce rate was six times higher in the marriages 
where both spouses were under 21, then in marriages in which both 
spouses were 31 or over at the time o f marriage." And in a recent sur
vey almost one-fourth o f the wives said they felt they had married too 
early. In other words, Slow Down! What’s the rush? Those who dash 
into marriage are usually the first to wish that they could dash out o f it 
somehow.

One lesson is clean It takes time to know someone well enough to 
discover i f  he or she is right for you. That fact is the basis o f questions 
#1, 7-11, and 15-19. That is, you will not be able to answer those 
questions intelligently and sufficiently unless you have known each 
other for quite a while.

Equally Yoked and Well M atched

Another point is o f crucial importance, and it is the reason for 
questions #2-12. The more areas o f  sim ilarity that exist between a 
man and woman, the more likely they are to have a happy marriage. 
When quite large gaps exist, whether educationally, economically, 
spiritually, socially or morally, there will almost always be dangerous 
tensions. O f course this does not mean that a couple must be com
pletely similar in background to get along well. A man with a PhD. 
might have a successful marriage with a high-school dropout (if, for 
example, she is an intelligent, self-educated person), but such would be 
a very rare exception to the rule. When several disparities exist, or 
even just one disparity that is really big, then it is almost certain that 
the marriage will turn sour. This point is verified by countless statis
tics, by almost every marriage counselor, and—in the case o f a believer
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marrying a nonbeliever—by 2 Cor. 6:14fT in the Bible. (The matter of 
temperaments is an exception to what we are saying here. Many 
happy married couples have different temperaments. But you need to 
be sure you are compatible temperamentally. Again, time is needed 
for such a discovery .)

Differences in cultural background (question #5) affect us deeply 
often without our even realizing i t  Marriage counselor Emily Mudd 
gives an interesting example of this.

L eo  and M an e had been m am ed  three years when M ane cam e  
to us for help. They had met at w ork and fallen in love. L e o ’s fam 
ily w as from Italy, M arie’s from Ireland.

M ane told us that from the beginning L e o  w as inconsiderate.
For instance, when they becam e engaged he rented an apartment 
without consulting her , and brought dining-room  and bedroom furni
ture without consulting her. Then he said, "N ow  w e ’re  ready for the 
wedding." A lso, he made m ore fuss over his m other than he m ade 
over her. A lso, he wanted her to cook all sorts o f  Italian m esses that 
took forever to fix. W ith tw o sm all children she just couldn’t m an
age to prepare them.

L eo  w as angry when he cam e m. H e told us h e ’d done every
thing to show his wife how m uch he loved her. B efore their wed
ding, for instance, he got their hom e all ready for her without 
bothering her about it. All he asked w as that she learn to cook the 
kind o f  food he liked. His m am m a would teach her, but M arie w as  
jealous o f  m am m a. W as a man supposed to stop loving his m other 
when he got m arried?

The counselor helped M arie understand that m ost Italians grew  
up assuming that the man m ade the decisions and did the m ajor buy
ing. A lso, Italians made a big fuss over their m others. Leo w asn ’t 
criticizing her when he asked her to do things differently, he w as  
merely expecting what he w as used to .

A s a start, the counselor suggested, why didn’t L eo  and M an e sit 
down and plan their menus for the week together? M arie could say 
how many o f  the Italian specialties she thought she could cope with— 
and then ask L e o ’s m other to teach her. This they did. Talking 
about food led to  talking about other differences and ultimately to a 
new understanding.

Your Parents and Your Spouse

Our ideas and expectations o f the roles o f husband and wife are 
shaped not only by our culture but also by the way our parents carried 
out those roles as we grew up. Note question #13. A marriage coun
selor gives us three examples o f what I mean.
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a. A  w ife had a father w ho ran around on weekends with a bag 
o f  tools fixing things in the house and yard. She expects her husband 
to be like her father. That is the husband’s role as she saw her father 
live it. If her husband is all thumbs, and can ’t drive a nail, she feels 
betrayed.

b. A husband w hose m other spent all o f  her spare tim e fixing 
bountiful m eals, cleaning house, and mending clothes may feel let 
down if his wife is not enthusiastic about housework. His concept o f  
the w ife-and-m other's role has been fixed by his mother, and now he 
feels resentful tow ard his w ife-p erh ap s without realizing why.

c. Someone whose parents expressed their affection for each 
other warmly and openly might feel deprived if his spouse was very 
undemonstrative. On the other hand, if his parents were inhibited 
and restrained in expressing affection, he might feel embarrassed and 
smothered if his spouse is demonstrative.

These areas are worth thinking over and discussing.

H ealth, Sex and Money

Question #19 deals with a practical matter that too often is taken 
for granted. A thorough medical check-up revealed to a prospective 
bride that her run-down condition made it wise for her not to conceive 
a child during her first year o f marriage. In another case, a very minor 
operation (one night in the hospital) was needed by a bride-to-be, so 
that the first time o f sexual union would not be extremely difficult and 
painful. Although those two cases were unusual, it is still common 
sense to see your doctor several weeks before your wedding.

Sex (question #22) is a vast subject in itself, but a number o f good 
books from a Christian standpoint are available. For a couple who ex
pect to be married soon, one o f following is recommended: Sexual 
Happiness in M arriage, by Herbert Miles, or The M arriage Act, by 
Tim LaHaye.

Here is some advice about the family budget (question #21). I f  it 
is likely that the wife will be a wage-earner for a year or so, but then 
quit her paying job and stay home with the children, wise foresight is 
needed. Let’s say, just for the sake o f example, that she earns $1,000 
monthly and her husband earns $1,000 monthly. So they base their 
budget on a regular income o f $2,000 a month. Then the baby arrives, 
the wife quits her job, and suddenly three persons have to live on 
$1,000 monthly whereas up till now two persons were living on 
$2,000. Disaster!

Here is a solution. Base your budget o f major, regular expenses 
on the husband’s income only, not on the wife’s. In other words, pay
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your love-gifts to the Lord, and your food, rent or housing, utilities, 
transportation and taxes from the amount earned by the husband. Then 
when the wife stops earning, you can continue paying for these neces
sities without trouble. Use the wife’s income for other things: furni
ture and appliances, clothes, repaying of debts, medical expenses and 
savings. When you buy furniture, appliances, and clothes, they should 
last for quite a while and therefore be occasional expenses rather than 
monthly ones. (You pay less if  you pay all at once instead of by in
stallment.) Medical costs also will be occasional, we hope, but set 
aside a monthly amount for them because when they come they are 
big. Repaying debts and putting money into savings should be done 
regularly, o f course. But hopefully by the time the wife stops earning, 
the debts will already be paid off and the husband will be earning more 
than before so that the savings can be made from his income by then.

Marriage is no easy matter. It needs much care and prayer. I f  
Christ is truly the head o f the marriage, it can be rewarding and enrich
ing. But an unwise, unstable marriage will be devastating. Here’s 
wishing the best to you.

Recommended Reading:

Many Christians around the world have been helped by the writ
ings of marriage counselor Walter Trobisch. Living With Unfulfilled 
D esires is for younger teenagers. I  Loved a  G irl probes the subjects o f 
courtship, sex and marriage. I  M arried You deals with husband-wife 
relations.

For counselors, a book o f pre-marital questionnaires, much more 
detailed than this article, is published by Bethany Fellowship. It is A 
Pre-m arital Guide fo r  Couples by David Thompson. It is designed to 
be used in four or more one-hour counseling sessions.
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VOICES from the FIELD S
Corinne Johnson M ozam bique A pril 1 7 ,1 9 9 4

Thank you for your prayers. Each day has strength to carry us 
through. Christian friends around this world have remembered us in 
prayer. What a great joy! We are busy with getting ready for Rachel’s 
wedding in Georgia in June. I still have some travels in the next 
weeks.

My plans are to return to Maputo the last o f June. The students 
need an anchor and also our apartment can be used for prayer groups.

[For those who may have missed the March issue, Corinne’s 
husband, Robert S. Johnson, died suddenly in Africa on March 7.]

M otoyuki N om ura Ja p a n  M arch  1 1 ,1 9 9 4

This year is a year o f dogs according to Oriental zodiac, and quite 
often dogs come up in mass media such as newspapers, magazines and 
television programs in Japan.

The ASAHI SHIMBUN, nation’s most influential daily paper with 
8.3 million daily morning circulation, 4.5 evening circulation, first re
ported my small dog ministries. Then the article was translated into 
English and appeared in the ASAHI EVENING NEWS that has 3 mil
lion circulation respectively. I actually have not done anything spe
cial, but we have been taking care of abused dogs, lost dogs, 
abandoned dogs, unwanted dogs, etc., for years.

The ASAHI SHIMBUN reporter came to us to interview us, and 
the article appeared on the last day of last year.

The NHK, a semi-government TV and radio network, perhaps the 
most respected and powerful system in Asia, similar to BBC, then 
came to us to shoot some video tapes. It was first televised locally 
within this Yamanashi Prefecture, but a week later it was televised in 
Tokyo and central Japan area that has about a half o f the population of 
Japan. Many saw it.

We have met so many people both in this area and in Tokyo say
ing that they had watched the programs and that they found out that we
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are Christian, a good way to show the folks what a Christian couple, a 
very small minority o f minorities in Japan, can do.

For many people in Japan think that professional Christian clergy
men are so irrelevant to their daily human needs. But they are sur
prised that we do care for the needs o f people, even dogs! Any 
religious authoritarianism-filled behavior or person is not welcomed 
by ordinary people.

We, at least, have been dying to tell them in our daily deeds that 
we are here to serve Him in serving His people whatever the needs 
may be, and we’ve made it a rule to try not to say NO as much as pos
sible for his sake. This is particularly important in an area like here. 
We need to try to identify ourselves with ordinary- people’s needs with 
Christian smile like what our Lord was to His people 2,000 years ago 
when he was on earth.

Cindy B rad y O peration M obilization Lit. D epot April
W aynesboro, G a.

My mother (Alice Crowder) is 72 now and has been working from 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. with very little time for lunch or break just trying to 
keep up with the orders. We think she should slow down some, but 
the question she comes back with is, "Who will do it then?" We are 
try ing to recruit more staff, but since each worker must raise support, 
there aren’t so many available to come.

M aple M anor C hristian C hildren’ s H om e M arch  1994  
6 3 5  W est U tica Street, Sellersburg, IN 47172

Our population o f children has experienced much movement dur
ing this time as we have been able to return three children to family or 
loved ones, while accepting a family o f three and two individuals. 
One child had to be placed in a different environment due to uncon
trollable anger. We would like to have him back with us, when he 
makes satisfactory progress. Our hearts truly get heavy when consid
ering the background and events that affect our children. Please be in 
much prayer for our children and the houseparents who try to deal with 
the children on an everyday basis, while attempting to meet their 
needs. It is indeed a wonderful opportunity to become part o f the lives 
o f so many boys and girls.
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NEW S and NOTES
Edited by Jack B laes

Your News Could Appear 
Here!

Do you ever wonder why the 
same congregations have their news 
in this "News & Notes" section? 
And why YOUR church’s news 
doesn’t appear?

Simple. WE PRINT WHAT 
FOLKS SEND IN TO US. Oh yes, 
we also include news we learn by 
word of mouth. But that kind of 
news travels with less speed and less 
accuracy.

So please send us your church 
bulletins. Or, better yet, have a 
church reporter send us 2-4 para
graphs about the most important 
events, every 2 months. Six reports 
a year, that’s not much work. But it 
will encourage other folks to learn 
what’s going on in MORE of the 
churches.

El Paso, Tex.
Please pray for the church here 

in our efforts to rebuild the meeting 
house after the fire. The city is de
laying us regarding the permits and 
the many regulations they have.

—W. L. Wilson

Gallatin, Tenn.
We are pleased to see the in

creased attendance in our Sunday 
School. The two Precept Bible 
classes are showing the way to seri
ous Bible study. Most class mem
bers return an hour before church on 
Sunday night to share a video about 
the week’s lesson. Lives and homes 
will be changed and blessed as a re
sult of such effort.

Locust S t  Church of Christ 
Johnson City, Tenn.

Have we given up on finding a 
full-time minister? Not at all. Every 
suitable lead is being pursued. The 
problem is that among our group of 
churches there is a greater need of 
men than there are those available. 
To obtain a minister often means to 
rob another congregation of theirs.

We believe the Lord will supply 
a suitable man in His own good time. 
Meanwhile, let us not be impatient or 
neglect doing what we can to pro
mote the work. Let us also be thank
ful that we have as functional a 
situation as we do. We are in a better 
situation than a number of small con
gregations.

Be careful not to minimize what 
is being done. Among other things, 
last year’s contribution to mission 
works was a significant sum.

Ralph Avenue Church 
Louisville.

Men’s Business Meeting and 
Ladies Bible Study Monday Night. 
Ladies we will begin a study for sev
eral months on the life of Christ. To 
begin with, write down all the char
acteristics you can think of pertain
ing to Christ Write down scriptures 
Jesus used to tell about Himself.

News From Jennings, La.
The Dorcus group had a rum

mage sale on April 2. In ‘93 this 
yearly sale raised funds for 2 tables, 
20 folding chairs, 2 used sewing ma
chines, fabric for many items, & ma
terial for the puppet stage curtains. 
Many bibs, wheelchair pockets, lap
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robes & small quilts have been made 
& sent to nursing homes. A fine min
istry!

church in Guangdong Province said 
his church members had not seen a 
Bible in 27 years! — Open D oors

Meetings with a Difference
The Hamburg, Ind. Church of 

Christ held meetings with the theme, 
"Values for Now & Eternity." Fri. 
night a preaching service was held, 
with Earl Mullins Sr. Sat afternoon 
a youth activity was held, & that 
night another preaching service, with 
Nick Marsh.

Lord’s Day morning during Sun. 
School time, "Workshops" were 
held, to follow up & apply the earlier 
messages in practical ways. Nick led 
the young people’s workshop (ages 
9-18), & Earl the adults’. During the 
usual morning worship meeting Ray 
Naugle continued the theme, preach
ing on Transferring Our Values to 
the Next Generation." This was fol
lowed by a catered lunch. From 1:00 
- 1 :50, Workshop #2 was held, mak
ing practical applications of the pre
ceding sermon. The series ended 
with a 2:00 preaching service, with 
Bill Smallwood preaching on "Trans
ferring our Values Beyond Our
selves." No evening meeting was 
held.

We commend the church for its 
innovative approach, well chosen 
subjects, & emphasis on practical ap
plications.

Pray for our Fellow-Believers 
in China

A church leader in China 
showed a visitor from the West his 
hand-copied pages of Matthew 
through 2nd Corinthians. His 
church’s single Bible is passed from 
family to family. They keep it 2-3 
days, copy as much as they can, then 
pass it to another family. It takes up 
to 3 months for the cycle to repeat. 
And a leader in a 65-member house

Iroquois Church, Louisville
David Johnson, formerly an as

sistant minister at Iroquois & now 
the preacher at Jennings, La., held a 
week of meetings here.

On Sundays Larry  Miles leads a 
study in 1 Thes., & on Wed. nights 
the church is studying Colossians.

Southeast Church of Christ, 
Louisville

Our congregation is blessed with 
ladies who are being used of the 
Lord through PRAYER! Each Mon. 
afternoon & Wed. evenings a group 
of ladies led by Joann Buries & Betty 
Ann Schreiner meet to bring our peti
tions before the Lord.

Alan Woodward & other adults 
took a group of our children on a trip 
to the wonderful Children’s Museum 
in Indianapolis.

Our chorus, led by Bonnie Blan- 
sett, continues to bless &  uplift oth
ers as it sings here & at other 
churches’ meetings.

Hello From The Corn People!
The High Lysine Com Project of 

B ryantsville Church of Christ and of 
Rosehill Farms, Inc. is continuing to 
expand. We were able to ship al
most 10,000 bags of high lysine com  
last year to hungry people in many 
parts of the world We have been en
couraged that much of the com went 
to Africa, to Kenya and South Sudan, 
and much of it to parts of the former 
USSR, to Belarus, Armenia, and 
Ukraine.

We have been greatly encour
aged by some things that have hap
pened. Portland Christian High 
School, Louisville, KY. is bringing
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the whole school to bag and load 
com. The freshmen class will come 
one day, the sophomores one day, 
the juniors another day to bag the 
com, and the seniors will come the 
last day to load it in a truck. They 
did this last year and had such a good 
time being "Working Missionaries" 
that they want to come back. The 
Church of Christ in Tell City, IN, 
came last year for two days and 
bagged a load of com and they want 
to come back again. They had a 
"working church picnic" and every
body, we think, had a great time.

Bryantsville Church of Christ 
has a special Sunday offering for the 
Com Fund. Pleasant Grove Church 
of Christ, Lyons, IN, decided to 
sponsor one load of com and funds 
came in to cover the cost of a load. 
Many individuals send regular con
tributions which are very helpful and 
are greatly appreciated. The Project 
is probably limited only by the funds 
that come in.

To get a full report of this excit
ing ministry, write to: Bryantsville 
Church of Christ, Rural Route 1, Box 
408, Mitchell, IN 47446.

Pleasant Grove Church of 
Christ, Lyons, IN

We would like to introduce our 
new preacher, Andrew (Andy) Paris. 
He and his wife, Jackie, come to us 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. He graduated 
from Cincinnati Bible College in 
1970 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Greek and New Testament. He 
earned subsequent Master degrees 
from Cincinnati Bible Seminary in 
Theology, 1975, and New Testa
ment, 1990.

Though he has served as minis
ter to churches, his main work has 
been as a college professor. For ten 
years he was Professor of New Tes
tament and Christian Doctrine at S t

Louis Christian College. Following 
this, he served as Associate Professor 
of Theology in New Testament at 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary.

In addition, he has taught exten
sively via seminars on die cults, the 
occult, the Lord’s Supper, the New 
Age Movement and Biblical archeol
ogy. He has written many articles 
for various publications and the book 
entitled What the Bible Says About 
the Lord’s Supper.

Andy has been involved with the 
youth of our nation for years by serv
ing at numerous conferences and at 
the North American Christian Con
vention. At the latter convention 
held in Louisville, Kentucky, 1989, 
he was the main teen session 
preacher. We are happy that God 
has sent such a man to us. We invite 
you to come and find out for your
self. His Phone #  (812)847-9064

Introducing a new preacher, 
means that a previous one has 
stepped down, that being of course 
Orell Overman. He and Frances 
have not totally left us, in that they 
still live close to us and visit with us 
frequently. We mention Orell and 
Frances again, because we want to 
honor them with a special day. Sun
day, July 31, 1994 has been chosen 
for that day. We would like Word 
and Work readers to help us cele
brate. all of you know them. Many 
o f you could share with us something 
unique and special about what Orell 
and /or Frances have meant to YOU 
spiritually. We would like for you to 
do just that Either write it for one of 
us to read that day, or better, plan to 
come and be here in person. I t  will 
be fun! Help us give them flowers 
now as together we celebrate the 
goodness and greatness of our Lor^ 
and Saviour, Jesus the Christ.

-Tooger Smith
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