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A NEW YEAR’S WISH

I wish you the happiness of a sound
body —the sheer ecstacy of full lungs,
dreamless sleep, zestful appetite, and
healthy play. This is the beatitude of
the child.

I wish you the happiness of a skilled
hand—the joy of doing good work,
whether with tool or brush, tongue or
pen. This is the beatitude of the ar-
tist, . .

I wish you the happiness of an open
mind—the delight of being hospitable
to all {tlfilth, keen for the inner meaning
of things, most obedient to the high-
est calling. This is the beatitude of
the learner.

"I wish you the happiness of a kind
heart—the luxury of being helpful,
tender toward frailty and fault in
others, reckoning your gains by your
gifts, more ready to suffer than to in-
flict pain. This is the beatitude of the
friend.

Most of all I wish you the happiness
of a content spirit—the, calm rapture
of being able to accept life’s crosses
without bi ess and its crowns with-
out vanity, greeting each new day with
a cheer, believing in the Father’s house
at the end of the road and his reward-
ing smile. This is the beatitude of the
Christian.—Dr. G. C. Beck.

FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS.

E. L. Jorgenson.

The Ratio of Things..

Tt would be well if we could or
rather would (for our trouble is usu-

ally not so much as in the
heart) learn yet compre-

so. 1If eternity means more than time,
behave accordingly. If God means
more than man; if His favor outweighs
the applause of men, it would be ra-
tional to seek it first.

If peace, joy, hope, the first resur-
rection, everlasting life pleasures at
God’s right hand are admittedly more
than picture-shows, ball-rooms, gam-
ing tables and whiskey bars, order
y6ur walk to conform to this admis-
sion.

If, however, at the double-dealing
lives of many half-hearted Christians
would indicate heaven is not as sweet
as earth; or, if at best, it is but a draw
which will go up in the balance, I
would by all means, on the principle
that a bird in the hand is worth two
in the tree, get the sweets out of this
present evil world. But the very qual-
ity of their behavior,—the fact that
they carry water on both shoulders
and are not willing to let go al hold
on heaven is proof that these half-sur-
rendered people know what is the true
proportion of things which very know-

ledge renders them responsible for a-

comme'n,surate conduct.
LOSS AND GAIN. °

“What things were gain to me, these
have I counted loss for Christ.” (Phil.
3:7) Take a trial balance. What have
you lost' for Christ? Money ¢ Friends?
Social position? If there is nothing
wherein you have lost for Jesus, look
well to your surrender. It can hardly
be more than second or third rate.
When you have set The Kingdom first
there will be much of ‘denying your-
self and taking up the cross; many

- things will seem as refuse that you may
¥ gain Christ. Yes, perhaps you have

lost money, high-salaried position.

 That means you have surrendered

some luxuries, comforts, a certain kind
of friends and a passing popularity
. /’/ . X :

such as moneyed men hold. And what
of that? Ts it needful that you, a pil-
grim and stranger, seeking a city with
foundations, whose builder and maker
is God, should have all the paltry
pleasures that the earth-dwellers of
this world engage in? Why should
you so much as envy them the theatre,
five-cent show, dance and card-table,
seeing their time is short and these con-
stitute all the joy they have or ever
shall have?

In the surrender of these things what
have you gained? CArist. That means
everything. In Him are all the treas-
ures of the God-head. God’s wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and re-
demption. :

So full is He that when you can
think of no other prayer, ask for more
of Christ and your need will be cov-
ered. In gaining Him, you have gain-
ed godliness, contentment, peace pass-
ing understanding, joy unspeakable
and full of glory, hope and assurance,
vea the reality, of everlasting life.
What special answers to prayer I have
gained in Him I know I know not.
What victories over the flesh through
the power of His crucified arm, I can-
not tell. But this I know, that such
things as I have lost were not worth
the holding and such things as I have
gained outweigh the worlds.

"TRACTABILITY.

One who is truly amenable to God’s
will can not lose. He need not wor-
ry about positions or possessions. It
is safe to leave such things to God. For
what does the Christian desire out-

. side of what God has to give him. “A

man can receive nothing except it be
given him from above.” Whether it
be worship or kingdoms, (Matt. 4.
Christ and all his imitators refuse
them except they come from  the
Father, the Giver of every good and
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perfect gift. Why then need preach-
ers scheme and manage for the best
places. Has God no power upon earth ?
Can He no longer bring things to pass?
Has the Guide of Israel changed? Does
He no longer lead His own? Has the
God who led Philip and the Eunuch

-~

metamorphosed? Or is He indeed the
same, yesterday, today and forever,—
unchangeable and immutable in his
nature? What if by scheming I do
secure the presidency of this school
or the leadership in that great work of
God? If God wants me there He can

——

—

bring it about without my scheming
as He called David from sheep-cote to
throne. If he does not, what could I
accomplish without His favor. Such
a course, though one may flourish
therein for a time, must ultimately end
in rejection such as Saul’s.
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ATLANTA TO INCREASE HER
FORCES.

S. H. Hall.

/

All of our friends who really know
how exceedingly great my strength has
been over-taxed since coming to this
city, will be delighted to learn that I
am to have help another year. The
amount of work that has been done
here is immense. When I look back
over the time, I wonder how it is that
I have one nerve left unbroken.Words
cannot tell what this work has cost me
in the way of “wear and tear” of mind
and body. More than once, it seem-
ed that I would have to abandon the
field to k
breakdown. /~

But God has wonderfully blessed my

feeble efforts, and I shall ever be glad :

that he, in his providence, led me here.
We have some of the best people in the
world with whom to labor. But, while
all of this is true, we have had members
who did not love the cause as they
should ; hence instead of their helping
they have given us extra work to do.
~ Dr. J. J. Horton, of Elora, Tenn.,
is the man selected to be with us be-
ginning Jan. 1, 1912. His history,
briefly told, is as follows:

He was born in Franklin County,
Tennessee, June 16, 1861. His father
was a farmer, merchant, and Mission-
ary Baptist Preacher. Bro. Horton,

not caring for the store, spent the first

eighteen’ years of his life, alternative-

om suffering a complete

ly, on the farm and in the school room.
Early in life, he became very desirous
of becoming a Doctor of Medicine, to
which end he entered the Vanderbilt
Medical College at Nashville, Tennes-
see, graduating with honor, March
the 25th 1881, from which time we was
a close practitioner of Medicine and
Surgery until 1907.

Dr. J. J. Horton

Religiously speaking, he was raised
by devout - Missionary Baptists; his
father, as already stated, being a Mis-

sionary Baptist Preacher. He, with

four brothers and four sisters, was
taught at a very early age, to believe
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in Christ as the Savior of the world.
At the age of fifteén, he determined to
become a Christian. This desire led
him to attend a Cumberland Presby-
terian Revival, hoping to become a
child of God. But the meeting closed,
leaving him a believing penitent, sim-
ply because “how to be saved” was
taught in a. very untangible and mys-
terious way. He was told to simply
trust and believe in Jesus and he would
be made free from sin. But just when
and why the freedom would come, he
was not told. Hence he was left want-
ing salvation, willing to do anything
to obtain it, but was made to believe
that he must wait on God for a thing

-he so much desired and had been

taught that God was anxious to be-
stow. Not long after this, he went to
a Methodist Camp Meeting, thinking,
perhaps, he would find. it there. He
went  through with the Mourner’s
Bench exercises, listened to others
shout who said they had found it, yet
he could not have such wonderful feel-
ings that he was taught to expect, and
that others claimed to have. Hence he
was left again a believing penitent,
anxious to be saved, yet not saved, so
far as he knew, simply because the ex-
citement of the Mourner’s Bench ex-
ercise did not produce in him the feel-
ings that it did in others; and whether
he was ever to be saved, was an un-
known question to him.

But shortly after this, he attended a
revival conducted by the Missionary
Baptists. His father was one of the



yreachers. His father, with many
sthers, were very solicitous about him

n this revival, knowing that he was a

‘seeker,” and they used every pos-
sible means, as they understood mat-
ers; to get him to see “the Light” and
get up and tell it. But he was too
honest to get upand tell that he had
seen Something that he had not seen;
for one thing he had long since learn-
ed!was that truthfulness was pleasing
to God apd untruthfulness was very
unpleasing to Him, hence he had to
remain a penitent sinner, wanting sal-
vation but not knowing how to obtain
it.

This meeting was rapidly coming to
a close, and his father was about to
despair of his son’s ever becoming &
Christian, when, in his final talk to
his son and otﬁers, he said that people
did not have to get so worked up in

their feelings as to shout in order to

become a Christian; that all they had
to do was to believe in Christ as their
Savior and repent of their sins: that
this was all there was to it; and that
if they would, thus believing and re-
penting, act on their faith, by being
baptized in obedience to Christ—re-
ferring them to Mark 16:15, 16—they
would be in Christ, hence Christians.
So the next day he left the Mourner’s
Bench, tired of such exercises, and sat-
_isfied that he had seeking the
wrong way all the while, and was bap-
.tized into Christ by his father, not
even making the confession that Bap-
tists usually take that God for Christ’s
sake had pardoned him as a prerequi-
site to his baptism. He never felt the
‘miraculous change that many’of his
associates claimed to experience before
their baptism, but after he was bap-
tized received that peace that can come

only to those who believe and obey .

Christ. ;

Bro. Horton never parted company
with the Baptist Church, as an organ-
jzation, until July 1908. He was a

~deacon in the Baptist Church for
about fifteen years. At the above date,
_however, he renounced their organiz-
ation, to live the remnant of his days
gimply as a Christian and to do all his

work in the organization known in the
Bible as the church of Christ. He
was followed by nineteen others, and
thus the church of Christ came into
existence at Elora, Tenn. Bro. Hor-
tou was led to see the church, as organ-
ized by Christ, under the preaching of
Bro. E. L. Cambron, of Winchester,
Tenn. He was holding a meeting at
Elora at the time mentioned above.
Bro. Horton began, at once, to
preach the fulness of the Gospel to

others, in a short time giving up, prac-
tically, the practice of medicine to this
end. He comes to Atlanta, not only
to help preach, publicly and fromhouse
to house, and to help me teach in the
night school for working boys and
girls, but to give Medical Attention
and advice to all of our poor who are
unable to have a regulaar physician.
This means so much in our efforts
here to see that the church meets all
the needs of its members.

[ CONTRIBUTIONAL ]

A RETROSPECTION.

David L. Cooper.

Merchants, at the close of the fiscal
year, have their books audited, closed
out, and reports made in order that
they may know their expenses losses,
and gains—briefly their financial con-
dition. Without this they could tell
little about their abilty to continue, or
what they could do, or what they could
not do. From this, let us learn a les-
son. One more year on its forced
march toward eternity has passed and
is forever gone. It with all of its
events is now a matter of history. The
die is cast, the Rubicon crossed as far
as the events of 1911 aré concerned.
The Great Bookkeeper has been keep-

.ing books through all the past ages and
"has now closed out his books for 1911.

Every responsible individual has an
account with the Lord in which every
thought, deed, and action has either
been charged or credited to his account
according to whether it is good or bad.

At the close of the year of this earthly -

existence, there will be a great day for

auditing the books and balancing ac-
" things mentioned in I. Pet. 2: 1, 4 id

counts.

In view of this fact, let us open the
books of our memory in which, also,
are recorded the deeds of our lives, and

audit the accounts up to the present
PAGE THREE

time that we may know our standing
with the Lord. Examine each day’s
deeds carefully by probing to the dep-
ths of your hearts that you may .know
the motive that prompted eachdeed. If
any impure motives are found, in god-
ly sorrow and genuine repentance go to
God in prayer and ask him to cleanse
you from hidden faults and create in
you a pure heart and renew in you an
upright spirit. If any mccounts are
found that have not been settled, ad-
just them immediately, because, often,
they increase with age and are difficult
to settle.

Though you make audits yearly, let
me urge you that you go over the ac-
counts of your entire past life. more
closely and more accurately than for-
merly, and, especially, do this with the
past year’s accounts. /To begin, “ex-
amine both the debit and credit side of
the ledger of your memory by asking
yourself questions like the following:
“Have I surrendered myself to the
Lord?” “If so, did I do it whole-
heartedly ?” “Have I striven each
day to walk in his footsteps?” . “Do I
cherish ‘malice in my heart against any
one?” “Or, am I guilty of any of the

“Have I been faithful in the obser-
vance of every mibrtal law?” - “Have -
T gone to the Lord in prayer daily and
poured out the contents of my hedrt to




I el , THE CHRISTIAN WORD AND WORK

===-_—_i===_—-_=;=._.—————"——"'

theeq. gmt classes. Faith, or belief,
Jeads men into repentance and into the
doing of good works, for James 2:20
teaches us that “faith without works is
dead.” This is also taught in the great

faith ohupter, Heb. 11.  All, then, who
believe, in the Biblical sense, are doers
of the wofk. Since unbaptized chil-

dren not have’ the faith that pro-
duces s, it follows that they are,
biblically speaking, unbelievers.

w, to know what we should do
with chlld_i-en it is only necessary to
learn we, as a church, should do
for unbelievers. - We know from many

passages of scripture that the church
should teach unbelievers. I shall call
attention to only one of these, for it
seems to me that this is sufficient to
establish the position. “If, therefore,
the whole church be come together in
one place, and shall speak with tongues
and there come in those that are un-
learned, or unbelievers, will they not
say that ye are mad? But if all pro-
phesy, and there come in one that be-
lieveth not, or one unlearned, he is con-
vineed of all, he is judged of all: and
thus are the secrets of his heart made
manifest: and so falling down on his
face he will worship God, and report
that God is in you of a truth.” (I Cor.
14:23-25.) From this passage we see
clearly that the church should teach
unbelievers and that the -worship
~ should be conducte: such a way as
to make this teaching effective. Tt is,
therefore, the duty of the church to
teach children.

Now, we are confronted by the great
problem, How should this be done? We
have already learned that the church
should conduct its meetings in such a
way as to teach effectively unbelievers.
Then is seems to me that the first thing
to be observed in the teaching of chil-
dren is to conduct the regylar Lord’s
‘day service so as to instruct them.

One of the first and most essential
features of education is interest on the
part of those taught. If this is true,
the teachers in the church should so
instruct as to arouse and maintain the
interest of the children.

This can be done by having them se-
lect songs that they like; by asking
them simple questions that there is
little doubt of their being able to an-
swer; by coaching the prayers and ex-
hortations in words that they under-
stand; by using illustrations that ap-
peal to their natures; and by other
methods that will suggest themselves to
tactful leaders and teachers.

There is no surer way of doing ef-
fective work with grown up people
than this, for many adults, in under-
standing, are children; all others
would be most readily taught by prac-
tically the same methods that would
he effective with children. 7'ke cus-
tom of many parents to send thir chil-
dren to “Sunday School” and then per-
mit them to play on the streets or to
go home during the regular worship
is pernicious. :

The “‘Sunday School” has in it great
possibilities; but, I think, in most
cases these posmbllmes are not fully
developed. There are, therefore, some
suggestions in this connection that are
worth considering. The childrenshould
‘be made to feel as much as possible that
these meetings are their own. They
should be taught to give for the benefit
of others; to believe that a knowledge
of God’s word is the most essential
information that can be acquired; to
“sing with the spirit and the under-
standing also” by arousing their enthu-
sinsm and having the texts of the
songs frequently presented to them.
Smgmg I consider one of the most
lmport,ant means of arousing and main-
taining interest and of implanting en-
during lessons.

The Wednesday evening prayer ser-
vice should be conducted so as to a-
rouse the interest of the chilren. After
their interest is secured, it is easy to
teach them those things that develop

" those taught into God-fearing citizens

and that train for eternity. I have
seen these meetings used to get' the
baphzed children to read and to make

talks in public, to lead in prayer, to -

ask intelligent questions, and to make
instructive comments - on passages
¢ PAGE FIVE

studied. These meetings further aid
in teaching the children the much need-
ed lesson, that Sunday is not the only
time that we should worship God.

There are other methods of securmg
the desired results, but this article is
not supposeed to deal at length with
details of method.. I do want to say
that wherever I have been I have found
no part of the teaching done by the
churches more sadly neeglected than
the instructing of children. I think
preachers, elders, and teachers aught
to devote considerable attention to the
method of doing this work, the small-
est details should be considered. After
these details are learned, they should
certainly be put into practice. Our
preachers, many of them, I fear preach
too little to the children.

The devil is a very insinuating creat-
ure and should, therefore, bé constantly
watched. Onme thing that shows his
slyness, is the way in which he has
made children feel, that to study the
Bible is a thing to be much ashamed of
and has caused them to consider that
preaching the gospel is something that
should be thrust as far from them as
possible.  When the thought of do-
ing such a thing has found lodgement
in their minds, he has caused them to
guard it as one of their most sacred
secrets. I think the church is respon-
sible for Satan’s having sown broad-
cast this sentiment. Instead of con-
troverting this sentiment we rather
lend it force by making our conversa-
tion with children of a light, frivolous,
worldly nature. I remember to have
had few lamentably few, grown up
church members talk to me when I
was a child-on Bible questions. The
few well-meaning ones who did, chose
usually those subjects that were too
profound for my understanding. The
result was that T was made to feel little
interest and tosecure slight profit. This
condition of affairs ought not to exist.
We should talk with children on these
subjects in such a way as to arouse
their interest. We should link
what we say to their world of thought
and action, so that they will feel that
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the Bible and Bible subjects are neith-
er ignoble nor impractible, but that
these lessons should be associated with
every thought and ‘action connedted
with every business and pleasure of
life.

When the church awakes to its duty
in this respect the cry that real Chris-

tianity is waning will soon cease, and
we shall, in the near fature, find no
necessity for such semi-religious organ-

igations as the “Y. M. C. A%, and no.

need for such enthusiastic, but artifi-
cial methods as the “Men and Religion,
Forward Movement.”  —Highland
Home College, ‘Alabama.

CHURCHES

AT WORK

et

BIBLE SCHOOL.

.

D. L. Watson.

This part of the work of the church
is of vital importance to the growth
and permanency of the church. Teach-
ing, by the church, is no less a factor
in the salvation of souls than preach-
ing. There is equally as much stress
in the Bible placed upon teaching as
there is upon preaching. The. com-
mand is there, both explicitly and by
example; both in the old and new dis-
pensations; we can not side-track it
nor becloud it with false issues. That
church which is not, to the full extent
of its ability, teaching the Bible to
every one who will attend in a regular

and systematic manner can not be call-
ed a true church of Christ.
The Sunday School.

1f there had never been any apostacy
there would have been no need of a
reformation, or restoration. If a
church be well supplied with a plural-
ity of elders, each willing and anxious
to do his duty and if they strive to
do as efficient service in the church as
they would if it were a private insti-
tution, the teaching would at once re-
solve itself into classes and a school, all
of which has ample Biblical example
and commands. The point, however,
which every church should observe, is
not to form any separate organization
in the local congregation, nor affiliate
with allied schools of other congrega-
tions. We should have no organiza-

. structive: work of the Bible

tion save that of the church proper,
itself.
" HELPS. .

There are some writers. who oppose
helps in their writings and teachings;
but there are none: who do not use them,
if they are Bible students. The ques-
tion is, what helps can we use which
are correct in their teaching?

Two recent books, one by G. Dallas

Smith and the other by J. D. Tant have
each had a large sale and have given
very good satisfaction. These are be-
ing used in many homes and churches.
The most generally used, however, are
the Gospel Series published by the Me-
Quiddy Printing Co., and edited by E.
A Elam of Nashville, Tenn. These
quarterlies follow the same lessons giv-
en by the International Sunday School
Association. To appease the conscience
of some who use this as an argument
against all literature as being denom-
inational, other subjects should be
used ; otherwise we have no criticism to
make of the McQuiddy literature.
The teaching and doctrine is. correct
and the comments always excellent.
Because we can follow the above les-
sons with regularity and precision and
because they are more generally used
in the churches and can be of more gen-
eral help to all our readers, we will
adopt the above series for weekly

study on this page. While we. will

have comments on the lesson our atten-

tion will first be given to the con-
School.
PAGE S8IX .

The International Sunday-Sghool
Lessons for 1912 are on the Life of

‘Christ, based chiefly on Mark.

Subject: -
Jan. 7—The Birth of John the Bap-
tist Foretold (Luke 1:5-28)
Golden Text:—Without faith it is
impossible to please him. (Heb. 11 :6.)
PRACTICAL QUESTIONS.
Where else in Scripture is the angel
Gabriel mentioned ? ! g
Name other children of promise.}
Why is such emphasis placed upon
faith? b |
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
Luke 1: 5-23.—The Birth of John
the Baptist Foretold.
T. Num. 6: 1-12—The law for the
Nazarite. :
Isa. 40: 1-8—The Voice in the
Wilderness.
T. Mal 4: 1-6.—Coming in the Power
of Elijah.
F. 1 Kings 17: 1-7—Eljah, the .
Prophet.
S. Mal 3: 1-12—Messenger of the
Covenant, : :
S. Tsa. 64: 1-12—Cry for Help.

M.

w.

Comments will be more extensive
next week.

——

If you want Word and Work to con-
tinue to your address, renew your sub-
scription now.

-

It is our purpose to make the very
best paper possible. We want every
one to remain with us. Please renew
at once.

' ——

Christian Yeuth is an excellent
young peoples Magazine, published
in the interest of the children in the
church of Christ. The only one of its
kind published. 1.00 a year.—Fran-
cis M. Turner, Nashville, Tenn.

Cleburne, Texas, Dec. 13, 1911.

I wish to announce that brother M.
L. Moore of Franklin, Ky., will be-
gin a meeting with the congregation

“here the first Lord’s day in January






