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JUST CHEER UP.
Do not go through life a- whining,
Just cheer up;
Nething’s gained by .your repining,
So cheer up;
Life is largely what you make it,
There is pleasure.if you take it,
As for trouble, why, just shake it,
. And cheer up.

Smiles are cheaper than a frown,
So cheer up;

Den’t let trouble throw you down,
Just cheer up;

Press with courage to the goal,

Get some sunshine in your soul,

Troubles then from you will roll,
So cheer up. —J. Andrew Boyd.

FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS.
E. L. Jorgenson.
THE UNFINISHED BRIDGE.

The famous town of Av1gnon, in
southern France, and on the Rhone was
once the residence of the persecuted
popes. -They laid out gardens and
built mighty castles there. But its
greatest interest to tourists is said to
be in the “pont coupe,” or interrupted
bridge that there half spans the
Rhone. Out into the middle of the

- stream it rans and there it stops. Tt
is not broken down, it has never gone
further, but it tells its own story. 7¢
was t'uteaded to reach the opposite
shore. So with life. It is altogether
too unnsatisfactory in its present
scope and extent for nny one to ]udge
that this human side is all there is of
hvihg, How often a young man in his
prime is cut down! Shall there be no
resurrection of his manifold powers?
And even old people often- feel their
work unended. Even the infidel cries
out for light, more light, when he
comes to die. No, no, this structure
called life was meant to reach the oth-
er'shore. The very lines and structure
of our natures—all seem to indicate, as
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with the bridge, completion elsewhere.

- The spirit is intended to bridge and

cross-the chasm called ‘death. And
something vast and worthy. beyond is
clearly predicted by such ‘
bridge. :

Eternal life must be something very
generous and large. Let us then, be-
loved, “Forgetting the  $hings which
are behind, and stretching forward to
the things which are before, press on
toward the goal unto the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

A MODERN mx.z-rcs

I am, returning, smtmg in my ohari-
ot (street car). Now the passage of
the scripture I am reading is Acts 20:
18-38; Paul’s farewell at Miletus, to
the Ephesian Elders. -We have just
parted from oné of God’s most stal-
wart_sons, J. M. McCaleb, as he be-
gins his long lonely journey to Japan.
As he walked through the gate and
stepped aboard the train, scarce hop-
ing to behold his own loved ones for
four years, some man in our company
said, “That is the strongest sermon he
has ever preached.” Amen, it was even
so. Samson is said to have done great-
er things in his death, than in his life.
Now this parting from Brother Me-
Caleb is.not, God grant, death, for we
hape to see his face again; but it is a
sacrifice of the most unselfish kind.
And in this sacrifice he has taken us
by storm. He has set us a pace. He
has made us all ashamed of ourselves,
because we have no more costly service
to give than we are giving. He comes
up to the description of Paul in the
passage mentioned (Acts 20) in mamny
points. (1) He has been with us for
nearly three years serving the Lord in
all lovliness of mind. (2) He shrank
not from declaring unto us anything
that was profitable, teaching publicly
and from ‘house to house. (3) He
goes, in a sense, “bound in the spirit,”
for the burden of souls in Japan is

‘upon his so that “woe is to him if he

noble‘

preach not the gospel.” (4). He holds
not his life of any account as dear un-
to himself that he may accomplish his
course and ministry. - (5) He shrank
not, while traveling-in- America, to de-
clare the whole counsel of God, the last
half of the commission as well as the
first half. (6) He coveted no man’s
silver, or gold, or npparel but found
greater pleasure in giving than receiv-
ing. He has many times, here in
Louisville, kneeled down and prayed
with-us all, and we desire that he shall
often, in Japan, kneel down and pray
for us all. * He is much loved here, as
is also his family. Let it be remem-
bered, he does not make the sacrifice
alone, for when one leaves, “Brethren,
or sisters, or father, or mother, or chil-
dren” (Mat. 19:29) for Jesus’ sake,
these who are left must bear the cross
with him. It may be the lighter end,
but it is nevertheless the cross. Further
schooling and training for his chil-
dren make it necessary for brother Me-
Caleb’s family to remain in America.
He has done, perhaps, an unprecedent-
ed work in stirring Christians in the
interest of migsions. Should he re-
turn sooner than he anticipates, to
take up that work again, he will find
welcome. In the meanwhile, we who
are left must not neglect to declare
the whole counsel. The whole message
15 briefly summed up in two words;—
“Come” and “Go”. First, “Come un-
to me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly im heart; and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my burden is light.” Secondly, “Go
ye therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I
commanded you: and lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the

" world.”
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

S. H. HALL. FLAVIL HALL

OH! WHEREV SHALL REST
BE FOUND?

S. H. Hall.

This question, doubtless, has been in
@ hearts of countless millions since
an’s fall. This world is very un-
jendly to its pilgrims; they do not
_it find the desires and longings of
© hungry soul. And because of a
ck of knowledge and the darkness
erefore that surrounds them, they
e left to seek rest and not find it;
snce, many ask the question at the
ading of this article.

There is a rest we can never get 1n
is life, viz: rest from conflict and
bor. Temptations are about us, souls
‘e going down to destruction; hence,
e must continually resist the evil and
rive to get sinners to come to Christ
1d be saved. I say rest from these
lings we cannot get in this life; we
st this in death. “Write, Blessed are
ie dead who die in the Lord from
snceforth; Yea, sdith the Spirit, that
ley may rest from their labors; and
ieir works do follow them.” (Rev. 14:

3.)

But there is a rest we can get here:

nd how much it means to the servant
f God. “Return unto thy rest, O my
wl.” (Ps. 16:7). Yes, there is rest
ere for the soul.
. and have to return, but how foolish
‘¢ are to leave it. In Zion, the church
f the first born, (Heb. 12:22-24) we
iy rest in the arms of God and his
on, even here. “For the Lord hath
hosen Zion; he hath desired it for his
abitation. This is my rest forever;
ere will I dwell; for I have desired
2 (Ps. 132: 13, 14.)

In Zion we have a burden bearer.
Vhat a powerful Helper is He. Here
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We sometimes leave

we can “cast our care upon him, for he
careth for” us. “Cast thy burden up-
on the Lord, and he shall sustain thee;
he shall never suffer the righteous to
be moved.” (Ps. 55: 22.) “Let your
conversation be without covetdusness;
and be content with such things as ye
have; for he hath said, I will never
leave thee.” (Heb. 13:6.)
the assurance!

How sweet

But this assurance comes only to the
consecrated soul in Zion, the one that
has fallen into the arms of Jesus, that
has  surrendered all to him. My broth-

er, Have you done.this? So many of

us seem slow to trust him. He is the
same God that fed Elijah, remember-
ed Daniel in the lions’ den, and that

- brought Christ from the grave. He is

the living God. He is able and will-
ing to help. Why will we doubt his
protecting care? “Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest,” said Jesus. Has
he given you rest? It all depends on
whether you Have come to him, wheth-
er you have committed yourself whol-
ly to him.
~ .
Zion stands by hills surrounded.
Zion, kept by power divine:

All her foes shall be confounded,
Tho’ the world in arms combine;
Happy Zion, what a favorite SHRD
Happy Zion, what a favored lot is

thine !

Every human tie may perish;
Friend to friend unfaithful prove;
Mothers cease their own to cherish;
Heaven and earth at last remove; -
But no changes can attend Jehovah's
Love.
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HOME MISSIONS.

John T. Poe.

While I am for Foreign Missions, I
am more in earnest about Home Mis-
sions. I think it a shame that after
fifty years preaching, by thousands in
this country, who claim to be called and
sent of God to preach the gospel, that
there should be so many yet in this civ-
ilized country, who know nothing of
God’s word, or of Jesus his Son, who
died to redeem and save sinners. There
are thousands of people who are as
ignorant of these things as any heathen,
in any country. The fact is, preaching
is mainly a profession, by which to
make a living—As in Law, or Medi-
cine, men, not caring for souls —make
merchandise of the gospel, have a good
time pastorizing, live in style and com-
fort, and take Russells chance for a
last chance in eternity. It is a fraud,
and the result of the last fifty years
proves what I say. The churches—so
called—are recruited and kept up pre-
cisely as Life Insurance companies are
kept up, and with the same end in
view—Revenue.

In the meantime a lot of our own
hrethren caught the same money-lov-
ing fever, and joined hand in hand
with these wicked gospel merchants,
and seeing. how good a thing the pas-
tor had, went for a share in the matter
and became competitors of the Sects,
and are already able to teach-the Sects
at their own game. They were not
long in organizing Societies of the
“Brotherhood of Paul”—*“Men and Re-
ligion,” ete, ete, by which to recruit
their works and secure funds. Having
divided the body of Christ, they plead
for union on the Bible, which they
themselves have grossly and knowing-
ly violated, and disregarded for popu-

i




larity, and money. There is but one
_ way to succeed in the conversion of

the world, and that is for consecrated
men to go forth and preach the gos-
pel in its purity, while insisting on
obedience to God, in a strict obser-

vanee of his word. Tell the people -

what the Lord says—Have no society
save the church of God. Let the world
know of a certainty, that God prizes
obedience more than sacrifice; and let

this be backed up by a meek, godly’

life in the preacher himself, as an ex-
ample to others, and then the cause
will prosper. And again: Let the
preachers yro and preach the Lord’s

Message to the people who need it, and
who will hedr it. In the dark corners,

the by ways, the hedges—wherever
there are benighted souls to be reach-

ed; Let them go trusting the Lord—

Not man or societies of men—but the
Lord. He will take care of those who
do really trust him, and they will be
fed.. Let our preachers get out a
while in Home Mission Work, and try
it. It will do them good. Let the
churches send out preachers instead of
calling them in, and then fellowship
them in the work. Then we will pros-
per—Longview, Texas.

1 CONTRIBUTIONAL —

VIEWS AND REVIEWS.

H. W. Jones. °

Why is it so many are willing to
listen to man in matters of religions
and pay no attention to what God
says to us in his holy word? Is man
their God, or do they disbelieve the
Bible is the very WO!‘dS of the living
God?

A person can’t be a Christian and
not be baptized—it is impossible—for
the word “Christian” means a follow-
er of Christ and Christ was baptized,
see?

Bro. C. W. Sewell told me last sum-
mer that there had not been a day of
his Christian life but that he had tried
to do right in the sight of God. May
we all think of, and do right each day.

They (sectarians) say to us; “If
baptism is for remission of sins, then
why don’t you be baptized every time
you sin?” I answer them thus: “Well
if baptism is because of remission,
then why don’t you bé baptized every
time you sin and are forgiven—it’s a
poor rule that won't work both ways.”
~ There are three important questions
for us all to consider, viz: 1. Do I
truly believe the Bible? 2. Do I be-

Hnrvey W. Jones,

lieve in the judgment? 3. Then why
not prepare to meet it? If we truly
believe the Bible we will prepare for
the judgment.

Here is an argument of affusionists:
“The Bible says, ‘I baptize you with
water’— hence sprinkling or pouring
is the mode.” I answer: “Of course,
it was with water if they were immers-
ed—do you think people con be immers-
ed without water? Why! immersion
is more with water than is sprinkling
or pouring and affusion is made near-
er without water, then is immersion
is the one baptism if “without water”
is the proof.”

The blood of Christ cleanses us
(Christians) from all sin (I Jno. 1:
7). Christ says of the wine, “this is
my blood” eétc. Hence the blood is
not applied unless we drink of the
wine in commemoration of the death
of Christ.

Let us adjust ourselves, our lives,
our all to the Bible and not go round
trying to adjust the Bible to ourselves.

May the Lord help us to do more
and be better during 1912 than ever
before in our lives.

Brotherly,
Hardin, Ky.
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WHEAT AND CHAFF.

A. Ellmore.

Buy today what you don’t need, and
tomorrow you may not be able to buy
what you do need.

Two things hinder our happiness to-
day—a dissatisfaction over what we
have, and a burning desire for what we
want, but can’t get.

There ought to be thousands of men
with the plea of John the Baptist,
whose greatest aim would be to go
abroad with burning zeal, preparing
the way, for one better than themselves.

Salvation has been half learned by
him who has cast away all the follies
of his youth, and the work will be com-
pleted whan he has accepted Clhrist
and obeyed the gospel.

Our fathers lived in cabins, we live
in mansions; they worked for their
living; we = connive for ours; they
walked in faith; we crawl in doubts;
they belonged to the church, we belong
to societies; they were happy, we are
(hscontented

It sometimes requires three genera-
tions to round up a large estate; the
parents make it, the children keep it,
and their grandchildren spend it. Now
suppose they all belonged to the church,
but gave nothing for its advancement,
will not the Lord, in the coming day,
charge up to all their several obliga-
tions? Are we doing our duty in this
respect ?

What! Not willing to-tiear another
correct thine errors? If he be able to
show your mistakes, he is the first man
to whom you should hearken. If he
fail to show where you have erred, he
can not permanently injure you. Truth
is mighty, it is eternal, and sooner or
later, if you are right, you will be vin-
dicated. Don't be discouraged, fight




I wish every reader of the Firm
Foundation would turn and read again
Brother. John T. Poe’s article in the
December 12 issue on “Where Art
Thou, Adam?” Oh, the many plain
falsities, not to call them by the plain-
er name, made by Christians when try-
ing to excuse themselves from attend-
ing the worship. It is too bad to
commit the sin, but worse to tell a
falsehood in order to try to hide the
sin. The sin would be much lighter
if they would tell the plain truth. When
questioned by the elder as to why you
were absent from the - worship, just
say: I did not want to be there. Now,
after reading Brother Poe’s article,
turn and- read Heb. 10:23-32. Better
read this twice.

Life is not a level plane, but a rug-
ged journey of high hills and deep
_valleys, but there are three points in
life where all come upon a level; at
birth, at conversion and at death. But
infants do not remain long the same
in stature, not intellect, nor in influ-

ence. Nor do young Christians con--

tinue the same in influence and useful-
ness in the church. And may it not
be after entrance into the eternal state
that some will rise higher in the scale
of usefulness and  thappiness than
others?

A winter season, during which there
has been much hard freezing and many
have fallen, will be a great benefit to
the soil. In the spnng following such
a winter, see how \egegatlon springs
into life. There is an exuberance
which is truly animating and refresh-
ing, as we stand with heads and arms
bared, under the leafy bowers to im-
bibe the sweets of nature. Grandpa

feels like throwing away his cane, and -

- grandma wants to go visiting, and the

younger folks sport in the garden, on.

the hills and by. the brooklet. Even
Towser wants to join in the sports.
Well, now, let us anticipate another
happy season. After we have spent
seventy long, cold winters and as many
heating summers, after we luve endur-

ed for this long season, disappoint-
ments, sickness, pain and sorrow, to be
ushered into that clime of perpetual
spring—Q, what must it be to be there!

Why should a Christian rejoice at
the downfall of his brother? Are we
not all children of one Father, and
members of one family? And should
we not all desire that every member of
our family be useful, respectable and
happy? Furthermore, I do not think
we should be elated to hear of the mis-
fortune of wicked people, excgpt in
so far as their practices involve the
good of the community. We should
not lament to hear that the business of
a saloon keeper was broken up, or that
a prize pug had lost an arm. But if
men of the world stand for temperance,
sobriety and the uplift of character, it
i3 our duty to respect them, and when
in need, assist them. Do good unto all
men as you have opportunity, especial-
ly unto them who are’of the household
cf faith.

Jo was a well grown son of a large
family of boys, who had not been
trained in the gospel, nor to any ex-
tent in ethics, nor in the common
school branches; but he was a jovial
sort of a fellow. Well, Jo went visit-
ing into another country, and while
there he attended a rivival and was con-
verted! When the news of his find
was reported to his father, he express-
ed very great surprise, and said ; There
must be some mistake about the mat-
ter. But his informant affirmed that
it was true, that Jo had got it. Well,
said the old man, if Jo has got it, he
1s one of the first of the family to
get it, and I wouldn’t be surprised that
it goes through the whole family be-
fore it stops; but one consolation is,
we’ll all have it very light. And that

is the case generally with those who

have the kind of religion which they
get or catch. T have known some who
hadltmnthetwolmtfmm,tndﬂuy
got over it before the revival closed!
Not so with those who become thoro-

ughly eonvmoad of the dlvxmty of
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Christ, and deeply resolved to follow.
him, and go down and are immersed
for the remission of their sins. With
fair treatment these are likely to en-
dure.

It is natural for men to cry for help
when in distress, but more faith is
shown if we ask for aid when the skies
are clear. But I would pray for help
when in sorrow, sickness or deep pov-
erty, and I would ask in faith. And
whether I received the favor just as
I wished, or at the precise time I
thought I should have it, I would pray
on. Prayer implies trust, and we should
be willing to leave the controlling of
the exigencies entirely to him. If, in
his gracious decision, we are worthy
to receive the blessing, he knows pre-
cisely when and how to bestow it.
Prayer is suposed to cover both the
past and the future. We should thank
him for bestowments in the past, and
ask for blessings in the future. Sup-
pose we greatly desire a certain favor,
and we supplicate until we receive such
blessing, what then? If we were in
imminent danger of death from fire
or drowning, we should pray for de-
liverance, but we should also thank
him after we are saved. All real
prayer covers the past and the future,
but what of the present? Do we not
need his grace today, now? We can’t
use today the blessings of tomorrow.
A successful salesman told me he al-
ways prayed in the morning for suc-
cess upon his work for that day, and
he nearly always received it. . The
steps of the good man are ordered of
the Lord. My grace is sufficient for
thee. The Christian who does not
pray lives a poor, unhappy life. To
illustrate: See that poor horse with
droopmg head, and bones almo.t pierc-
ing through his skin. What does he
need? More grace! which niay come
in the order of a rich pasture and plen-
ty of oats, and he needs them now; a
presantholpmhme of need. And ’
will not the reception be a matter of,
knowledge? And will he not feel the

strength as he :ppmpmtg the food?




THE CHRISTIAN WORD AND WORK
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CHURCHES AT WORK

LESSON 8.

For February 25, 1912.

Title: The Baptism and Temptation
of Jesus.

Lesson Text: Mark 1: 9-11; Matt. 4:
1-11.

Golden Text: For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able
to succor them that are tempted.—
Heb. 2:18.

IHOME DAILY BIBLE READING.

M. Mur/kl: 9-13; Matt. 4: 1-11. The

Baptism and Temptation of
Jesus.

T. Matt. 3: 13-17 Fulfilling all Right-
eousness.

W. 2. Pet. 1: 16-21. A Heavenly
voice.

T. Deut. 6: 1-19. Tempting God.

F. Jas. 1:12-18. Enduring Tempta-
tion.

S. Heb. 2: 5-18. Able to Succor.

S. Heb. 4: 14-16; T7: 26-28. Tempted
Like Ourselves.

LESSON THOUGHTS.

In this lesson we look upon Jesus
for the first time in eighteen years.
Since he questioned the doctors in the
Temple at the age of twelve years he
had been with his parents at Nazareth
preparing for his ministry. His first
act was not one of self-assertion but
of submission. He was baptized of
John in the River Jordan.

The first question that confronts us
is: “Why was Christ tempted?” The
Son of God, on earth to do his father’s
will, to suffer and to die for the sins
of the world. Adam and Eve were
tempted, and they yielded and did eat
of the forbidden fruit. In this lesson

we have a picture of Christ resisting

“Jesus, “It is written ?”

a greater temptation than any with

which man had ever been tempted. If
we abide in Christ we can also over-
come temptation.

We must not lose sight of the fact
that Christ was tempted as man and
as the Son of Ged.

The forty days fast reduced Jesus
to a state of weakness. In this con-
dition Satan approached him in a
taunting manner; saying; “If thou art
the Son of God, command this stone
that it become bread.” But Jesus was
not so easily thrown off his guard, but
said, “It is written, Man shall not live
by bread alone.” Can we say
_ If we will only
put the flesh under restraint and con-
trol, looking to God for strength and
guidance, there will be a general up-
life to the life and the untrammeled
spirit will move upward toward heaven
and God.

Seeing that his first attack had fail-
ed of its purpose, Satan tries him from
another angle offering him ‘the com-
bined kingdoms of the world. Get
the picture. Two men standing upon
a high mountain overlooking the world
and there ;the one tells the other that
he may rule and govern the entire
world, sit upon the throne and’ collect
tribute from all people. And all that
is required of this world-monarch to
give in return for this vast domain and
this great power is to worship the one
that gives it to him. Jesus’ reply to

this offer is an example to all Chris-

tianns, “It is written, Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God, and Him only
shalt thou serve.”

Jesus resisted Satan's appeal to his
physical nature, when he was found
weak, hungry and without food. He
resisted an appeal to His intellectual

nature and refused the offer of a great -

political career. But Satan has an-

other, he always does. He tempts Jesus
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with a flattering appeal to His spirit-
ual nature. His reply to this attempt
is in keeping with the other two; “It

~is written, Thou shalt not make trial

of the Lord thy God.” Is there a bet-
ter way for a Christian to ward off
temptation than by remembering that
it is written in the Word of God, “Thou
shalt not?”

A reading of the text will show us
that the temptation was immediately
after the baptism. It comes to us as
a warning to be always on our guard
lest we fall victims to temptations. It
also shows us that Jesus fought his
tempter with quotations from the Holy
Scriptures. Paul tells us in the 6th
chapter of Ephesians, to put on the
whole armour of God and take the
sword' of the spirit which is the Word
of God. :

As we study this lesson let us try
to get close to God and bear in mind
that none are free from temptations
and even tho we have been buried
with Him and thus caused the angels
in heaven to rejoice, yet if we have
gone forth from the water and have
not put on the whole armour of God
and have not girded ourselves with
the sword of the spirit, we will sooner
or later become a victim to tempta-
tions and the rejoicing in heaven will
be turned to weeping. But if you or
I or both of us succumb to temptations
and travel that road which leads to
darkness and miss the home Christ has
gone to propare for us, the beauties
and the glories and the happiness of
that heavenly kingdom will not be one
bit the less. Those that are true to
God will reach the place of rest pre-
pared for them and the ones that miss
it will be the losers. Now in conclu-
sion I would call your attention to the
words of Christ when he found his dis-
ciples asleep “Watch and pray that ye
fall not into temptation: the spirit is
indeed willing but the flesh is weak.”

He knows, he understands.
He is able to save; he will.

~ PRACTICAL - QUESTIONS.
What constitutes temptation?
Why do we yield?







