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PROGRAM FOR A JOYFUL LIFE. 

I will try to do God's will every day. 
I will try to see the good in the 

world and in my neighbor. 
I will not worry over matters I can 

not help, and over those I can help I 
do not need to worry. 

I will keep my mind and heart in 
touch with the things of the universe. 

I will learn to enjoy the free gifts 
of God to men, like nature and the 
facts of physical powers. 

I will learn to prize all my human 
friendships. 

I will heltf some one to a happier 
life every day. 

I will magnify my place in the king-
dom of God. 

I will enjoy the friendship of Christ 
as my redeemer and Brother. 

"Hope thou in God." 
"Rejoice in the Lord always."—Ex. 

FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS. 

MATTHEW'S BIOGRAPHY OF JE81T8. 

E. L. Jo'rgenson. 
God's mind grasps a great and com-

plicated plan at once, but his purposes 
unfold slowly. To the casual reader 
the making of a world, the forming of 
a man, the destruction of a world by 
water, the coming of a Messiah, are 
as if God's hand came suddenly, snatch-
ing the earth from its tangent for a 
time, and then allowing it slowly to 
gravitate its return. Not so. These 
are but culminations of a long chain of 
events^ every event preparatory. God 
pulls wires, rings bells, pushes buttons 
and send messages, all to accomplish 
his purposes. How carefully he pre-
pares the compounds in the crucible! 
Then when all is ready, he drops the 
chemicals into the pot, and—lo!—the 
reaction that he so well foreknew oc-
curs. 

Thus in good time the long-promis-
ed Messiah came. Stamped according 
to phephecy as heir at once to David's 
throne and Abraham's promises, he 
lived the law for us to every jot and 
title, advanced his teaching, speaking 
as never man spoke before, confirming 
his words with his wonders wrought 
in the name of his Father. Against 
these works not a protest is registered 
in history even by those w,ho rejected 
him. 

The biography of this man, whoever 
he was, has been read more than that 
of any other. Faith in this man, who-
ever he was, has done more to soften 
and regenerate this old world than the 
teachings of all others combined. The 
lives committed to this man, whoever 
,he is, are altogether the fairest and 
purest and sweetest lives we know. 

Lyman Abbott writes the best of 
Henry Ward Beecher. That is natu-
ral; he was his helper. Sam Small 
talks most interestingly about Sam 
Jones; he was his coworker. Thus it 
is not surprising that Matthew writes 
well of Jesus; ,he was his friend and 
follower. Matthew's story has been 
called the story of a King who died 
for his people—a good King, but un-
appreciated. The first four chapters 
deal with the personality of the 
King—his prophecy fulfilling geneal-
ogy; his youth; his announcement by 
John (who might have been the Elijah 
whose coming must precede the king-
dom in its glory, had they accepted 
him): his baptism, symbolic of obed-
ience and prophetic of the faith test 
he would ask of his followers; and 
then his personal encounter with him 
who had wrecked his world. The next 
and middle division of the book (chap-
ters 5 to 16: 20) deals with the laws 
and teaching of the King. The Ser-
mon on the Mount, his constitution, is 
followed by a set of ten miracles (chap-
! m 9 and 10), showing his power ovar 

sin, death, spirits, and the elements. 
This is followed by the sending forth 
of the disciples and a discussion of the 
kingdom as relating to God (first four 
parables, chapter 13) and man (last 
three parables). The third division 
(chapter 1C: 21 to 28) deals with the 
King in his rejection and suffering at 
the hands of his own people. Before 
his death (chapters 20 and 21) the re-
jection is reciprocated. Down into the 
very vantage ground of the enemy he 
gees. For three days there is war in 
hell; but the King is victor again, 
and writes in burning letters over the 
sepulcher: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory." 

As recorded by other biographers, 
the women who had been last at the 
cross came first to the tomb and found 
him dressed as the gardener. The 
gardener—an everyday man, an over-
all man, a working Christ; yes, an 
everyday Christ for everyday people; 
a Christ for the high, but preeminently 
for the low: a Christ for the good, but, 
first and foremost, a Christ for the 
most lost. Then he found those he 
loved best at Tiberias—the lonesome, 
heartbroken Peter. And then "he 
loved his own to the end, ministering 
to them." 

But one day the King bade earth 
good-by, and tearful eyes saw him go 
to the glory he had with the Father 
before the world was, and listening 
hope heard the flutter of an angel's 
wing and a voioe that said: "This Je-
sus . . . shall so come in like man-
ner." What a hope! Even so come, 
Lord Jesus; come, lift our sepulcher's 
latches; come touch us with eternal 
life; come, take us to thy Father's 
deathless, hearseless, crepeless world, 
where our unrest shall be forgotten in 
thy ocean of rest, our sorrow and sigh-
ing shall flee away. s 
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THE FOOLISH VIRGINS. 

S. H. Hall. 

Let us read it prayerfully together: 
"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, which took 
their lamps and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom. And five of them were 
wise, and five were foolish. They that 
were foolish took their lamps, and took 
no oil with them: But the wise took 
oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom came and called them from 
him. Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish 
said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out. But 
the wise answered, saying, not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you: 
but go rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves. And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and 
they that were ready went in with him 
to the marriage: and the door was shut. 
Afterward came also the other virgins 
saying. Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not." (Matt. 25: 1-
12.) 

Now may I ask, What is the differ-
ence between the wise and foolish vir-
gins? There certainly is a difference; 
enough so that they were separated 
at the judgment, the former going into 
life e'ernal and the later "turned away 
fro the beautiful gate." Christ says, 
'Tien shall the kingdom of heaven 
(the church of God) be likened unto 
ten v:rgins." These virgins, then, rep-
rescrt church members. Hence, we 
Jrve some wise members and foolish 
members. -How well are they describ-

ed here. Let us look for their differ-
ence by noticing: 

I Wherein they do not differ. (1) 
They both wanted to go to heaven, 
hence, took their lamps and started. 
(2) Before the bridegroom came, they 
died just as we must do. Paul says, 
"I would not have you ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are 
asleep," referring to those who had 
died. (1 Thes. 4: 13.) (3) When the 
bridegroom came and called them from 
the sleep of death, they all immediately 
arose and trimmed their lamps and 
wanted to go in. But, alas! they all 
were not admitted. These foolish vir-
gins looked around for their religion 
and found that they did not have any. 
Remember this is a description of the 
church, both classes are church mem-
bers. Too, these two classes are still 
in the church. None of these people 
are Atheists or Infidels; they believe 
there is a heaven and would like to 
go there. So it is with dead-headed 
church members today: they would 
like to go £o heaven, but will come up 
in the sad condition of the foolish vir-
gins, unless they repent. 

2 But let us now look for the pe-
culiar characteristics of these foolish 
virgins. Can it be seen? Certainly it 
can. Here it is clearly shown in the 
following words: "Give us of your oil; 
for our lamps are gone out." Yes, 
they are spiritual beggars. That is the 
way they had gone through life, and 
no wonder at their trying to continue 
the business at the judgment They 
had, in this life, lived on the oil of 
others. They had met with the faith-
ful in meeting houses they did not help 
build, they had listened to preachers 
they did not help support, they had 
sung out of song books that others paid 
for, they had read relisrious papers and 
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never helped bear the burden of run-
ning them, enjoyed well lighted church 
houses at other's expense, etc. Here 
are the foolish virgins. They attend 
church all right, some of them; but 
the wise virgins foot the bill. 

Now, there is nothing in this to dis-
courage a poor disciple. God demands 
according to our ability. (See Mark 
12: 41-44; 2 Cor. 8: 12.) Then if we 
do not have much money to give, if we 
are not rich in this world's goods, we 
can do all we are able and be rich in 
good works. There is nothing like 
each one's doing his part I t is only 
that which we do that develops us, putt 
oil in our lamps, and not what the 
other fellow does. "So then every one 
of us shall give an account of himself 
to God." (Rom. 14: 12.) Others may 
encourage us to give, to pray, to be 
"fruitful in every good work," but they 
can not do for us; they can not do our 
part of giving, praying, .etc. This 
we must do for ourselves. May God 
bless each one that reads this. Let us 
be like Christ work while it is day. 
(Jno. 9: 4.) 

GOD'S PRECIOUS GIFT 
TO THE WORLD. 

SYNOPSIS OF A SERMON. 

BY 

J. Frank Thompson. 

Text: John 3: 16. 

Christmas is truly a day for home 
and friends and should be made a day 
for the friendless and homeless. All 
Christmas-giving that does not include 
the poor and needy, who can only pay 
in "thanks" is not true to the Spirit 
of Christ. God's poor are always with 
us and will always be while time lasts. 
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Today the whole world rejoices and in 
all Christian countries—men and wo-
men are full of love, good-will and 
good wishes, but not always in that 
spirit which should characterize the 
christian. This morning we could hear 
in the distance the firing of the anvil 
and small fire arms intermingled with 
yells characteristic to the western sav-
age. 

Others could be found intoxicated 
and down in a ditch probably. And 
what for? To celebrate the birthday 
of our Savior. A strange way indeed 
to celebrate the birthday of Jesus, the 
Christ, if it be true that he was born 
on Dec. 25th. 

Today men and women will be more 
generous, more amiable, more consider-
ate, more,courteous and more happy 
in that finest way—in the happiness of 
others while the angels join the heaven-
ly host in song, praising God and say-
ing, "Glory to God in the highest. 
And on earth peace among men in 
whom he is well pleased," as a bene-
diction comes to us, and the prophe-
cies are fulfilled as the Christ-child fes-
tivals roll around the world. 

Any man or woman must have a pos-
itive genius for misery and meanness 
who can withstand every body's good 
wishes for his or her happiness and 
welfare. Selfishness ought to be 
ashamed of itself and must be, when 
the very air is full of love and thought-
fulness for others. I now put the ques-
tion directly to you this morning, to' 
wit: If these holidays' influences are 
so blessed for a day or for a week, 
why are they not good for a month, a 
year or for all time? 

Therefore, when God gave His Son 
to die for the world it was a free gift 
and a manifestation of His love be-
stowed upon His poor sinful creatures 
that they might be redeemed from their 
sins." For while we were yet weak, in 
due season Christ died for the ungod-
ly. For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die: for peradventure for the 
good man some on# would even dare 
to die. But God commandeth his own 
love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified,by his 
blood, shall we be saved from the 
wrath of God through him." (Rom. 5: 
6-9.) "Herein was the love of God 
manifested in us, that God hath sent 
his only begotten Son into the world 
that we might live through him." (I. 
John 4:9.) "Though he was a son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and having been 
made perfect, he became unto all them 
that obey him the author of eternal 
salvation." (Heb. 5:8, 9.) 

The love of God and His Son in-
fluences us through the facts, com-
mands and promises of the gospel 
which brings the whole man, body, 
soul and spirit in loving obedience to 
the will of God. So, we see at once, 
that love is not love in its Scriptural 
import until it is manifested in action. 
"Hereby we know that we love the chil-
dren of God, when we love God and 
do his commandments. For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments and his commandments 
are not grievous." (I. John 5:2, 3.) 

Without this heavenly born prin-
ciple, controlling all our professions 
and acts of kindness and gifts of love, 
we are "becoming as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cymbal." (I. Cor. 13:3.) 

It is very important for ur to look 
into the Word of God —the Bible—and 
see what is revealed to us oil the ob-
ject of His coming into the world to 
know what the Scriptures teach con-
cerning the Christ. "This is life eter-
nal, that they should know thee the 
only true God, and him whom thou 
didst send, even Jesus Christ." (Jno. 
17:3.) 

1. We note the object of His com-
ing as foretold by the prophets. "For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to es-
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tablish it, and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from hence-
forth even for ever. The zeal of Jeho-
vah of hosts will perform this." (Isa. 
9:6-8; See Isa. 35;1-10; Dan. 7:13,14; 
Mich. 4:1-4; Psa. 72:2-8. 

2. His birth is preannounced, 
"Yea a sword shall pierce through 
thy own soul also: that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed. (Luke 2: 
35.) 

4. Why he was called Jesus. "And 
she shall bring forth a son: and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he 
that shall save his people from their 
sins." (Matt. 1:21.) 

5. Jesus tells of His own mission. 
"For the Son of man came to seek and 
to save that which was lost." (Luke 
19:10; 4:16-19; Text John. 3:16.) 

The life of Jesus reaches to the very 
limits of time, yea from the ages to 
ages—every age and dispensation has 
felt the inspiration of the words, "God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son." viz. 

"My God, how endless is thy love, 
Thy gifts are every evening new; 
And morning mercies from above, 
Gently distill like early dew." 

In the life of Jesus we have poverty 
sanctified. H e t°°k upon Him poverty 
as a higher life of service because a 
harder life, as an example for us. The 
little we possess of this world's goods 
are not ours, but merely loaned us, to 
do deeds of kindness and of saving 
souls. 

He sanctified humility in His life, 
showing us that greatness does not con-
s:st in outward show of circumstances. 
In spiritual matters let us study to be 
great and not to know i t "Humility 
is the chain of the chaplet of all the 
virtues." In His life we learn pati-
ence and solf-denial and the impor-
tance of accepting God's will in God's 
way.—Carmichael, Miss. 
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CONTRIBUTIONAL 

WHY WE GO TO ABILENE. 

J<5sse P. Sewell. 

Breaking up a home, and leaving a 
people and work, loved as we love this 
people and this work at San Angelo, 
to assume the risks and responsibilit-
ies of another work in a new place and 
a new people, are indeed serious and 
hard things to do. Then why do it? 
Is the question I am almost daily ask-
ed. There is only one answer to this 
question. We believe God wants us to 
do it. Nothing else could move us to 
consider such a move. 

Vi e have lived in San Angelo for 
six and a half years. Others must say, 
—if it is said at all,—how well I have 
done my work. But I can say, I have 
tried, with all my might, prompted by 
an ever present love for God's church, 
to advance his kingdom in this com-
munity. I know that a vast majority 
of the members of the congregation 
love us. They have always co-operat-
ed with me and with each other faith-
full}'. Their work will compare favor-
ably with any church I know. Most 
of them have been good to me and my 
family, exceedingly so. Our own 
fathers and mothers copld never be 
kinder and better than some of these 
good people were during the darkest 
hour of our lives. I t is no light thing 
to have to leave. We do not expect ever 
to find better people or better friends; 
and leaving them is one of the heavi-
est, hardest crosses we have yet felt 
called on to bear. But we believe the 
time has come, when, on account of 
a few conditions, another preacher can 
do them more good and help them more 
in their work. 

On the other hand, we believe a work 
is open to us in the Abilene (Texas) 
Christian Training School in which we 

•can accomplish greater good. "But," 

I am asked, "how can you quit preach-
ing to do school work?" 1 couldn't do 
that. I am not going to quit preach-
ing. I shall preach on Lord's days just 
as I have in the past. In addition to 
this I shall have the privilege of teach-
ing the Bible daily to a large number 
of young men and young ladies and 
boys and girls. I shall have the priv-
ilege of helping young men in prepar-
ing for preaching the gospel. I shall 
be permitted to teach and encourage 
and help the students in chapel meet-
ings, classes and many ways in becom-
ing and being what God wants them to 
be, and in accomplishing what God 
wants them to accomplish. 

To me, properly training the young, 
is the greatest work in the world. With 
all our hearts this is what we are go-
ing to do at Abilene. We are going 
to conduct a Christian Training School. 
It will not be our work simply to fill 
the minds of students trusted to us, 
with facts, figures, dates and rules. We 
shall conduct a training school. We 
shall do our best to train each student 
in body, mind, heart and life. In body 

, that they may be well and live long. 
In mind, that they may think, think 
accurately, intensely and persistently. 
In heart that they may fell accurately 
and intensely, always. In life that 
they may act properly. And all of 
this training shall be given from the 
view of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
No teacher, who is not in accord with 
these views and who will not endeavor 
to accomplish them, will be given a 
position in the school. If our breth-
ren and sisters will stand by us in such 
a way as to enable us to accomplish 
these ideals, the results will amply re-
pay all work and sacrifice. 

We break up our home, and leave 
these good 'people and this work, then 
for two reasons; first we believe some 
one else may do more good here, see-
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ond, we believe we can do more goc 
in the work at Abilene. 

We shall need, and we earnestly d< 
sire and ask the encouragement, prai 
ers, suggestions and help of our bretl 
ren and sisters every where in this worl 

WOULD ECONOMISE FOR 
THE CHURCH. 

It was my privilege on the fire 
Sunday in the year to worship wit! 
the brethren at Campbell street, Louis 
ville, Ky. After listening to a mos 
helpful discourse by Bro. Kurfees oi 
Gal. 6:10. Bro. Tatum one of-the el 
ders of the congregation served at th 
table, "Excuse a personal reference" hi 
said among other things, "but severa 
years ago when we lived over there oi 
Main Street, wife and I had to CCOUQ 
mise in a number of ways and cul 
down expenses here and there that w( 
might be able to meet our obligations 
I said to my wife though, that as long 
as I was able to walk I would never 
cut out the church. It has been my 
rule for a long time at least to give 
a tenth and instead of having less to 
give I have more. Let me exhort you 
brethren whatever you do, don't cut 
out the church." 

Bro. Tatum is now about seventy 
years old yet he is still vigorous in 
mind and body, is blessed also in bas-
ket and in store, and is honored by all 
who know him, and perhaps there is 
not a man in all Louisville more wide-
ly known than he. 

There is something else I want to 
tell you about brother Tatum. I didn't 
get it from him, but I am sure he will 
excuse me for telling it for I want to 
imprest the lesson on the young, which 
it teaches. 

Last fall I was in the country not 
so far from Louisville near the old 
home where our venerable brother was 
brought up. When but a young man 
he suffered the loss of his father. His 
widowed mother at the time took it 
greatly to heart The boy went to his 
mother and putting his arms around 
her said, "Mother, as long as I live 
you shall never want." The one tell-
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ing me this as well as others also of 
the community had nothing but good 
woMs to say about Bro. Tatum. 

Bro. Tatum has honored the Lord 
from his youth and how could he more 
appropriately do so than by honoring 
his mother? "They that honor me I 
will honor." May the Lord yet len-
gthen our brother's years for many 
days to come. The good that such 
men do can never be told. 

J. M. McCaleb. 
623 N. 25th St. 
Louisville, Ky. 

THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 
E. A. Elam. 

This is the title of a bright and in-
teresting paper for the youth of the 
country. It was founded by Brother 
Francis M. Turner and has been in ex-
istence one year. I t is now the good 
pleasure of the writer to poin Brother 
Turner as a creditor and co-laborer in 
this well-beirun and good work. 

Brother Turner is a good man and 
seeks the good of all. He is interest-
ed in literary pursuits, and is the au-
thor of a well-received life of John 
Sevier. He graduated from Burritt 
College and has been a teacher for a 
number of years. He is now princi-
pal of a suburban public school of 
Nashville. 

He feels a great interest in the de-
velopment of the young morally and 
spiritually, as well as mentally, and to 
this end especially has he directed his 
paper. He made a sacrifice to start his 
paper, but has received sufficient en-
couragement to continue it. He saw 
the need of a paper which would be 
both literary and religious, and at the 
same time as free as possible from sec-
tarian ideas, denominational errors, 
"the language of Ashdid," and a par-
tisan spirit; or, on the other hand, as 
pure in speech, as lofty in sentiment, 
and as full of the gospel and Spirit 
of Christ as possible—all adapted to 
the comprehension of the young. 

While the general information given 
bv many papers for the young is good, 

the New Testament order of work and 
worship is not taught by them, or more 
than this order is taught; hence the 
need of this paper or one like it. 

For the young, as well as the old, 
the church is "the pillar and ground 
of the truth" and the all-sufficient or-
ganization of God for his work and 
worship; and the young, as well as 
the old, must be taught to do God's 
work through his church. When chil-
dren are started in religious work in 
various young people's "societies" and 
organizations and with instrumental 
music in the worship of God, they will 
know nothing different and will con-
tinue to use such things when grown. 
In all things there is nothing so im-
portant with children as making upon 
them the right impression and start-
ing them right. Our readers are famil-
iar with the fact that Catholics make 
all possible use of this principle. They 
want the children first—that is, before 
others have made -impressions upon 
them. With the literary education of 
children, they want to carry on the re-
ligious education. All parents and 
Christian teachers should be as ready 
in every way to take advantage of this 
principle as the Catholics. On the 
other hand, they should not sin against 
the children by failing to instruct them 
properly, and that, too, in the most 
vital issues of time and eternity. 

Then, with all the general and other 
useful information it gives, with all 
the bright smiles and good cheer it 
carries into the homes of its readers, 
it shall be the purpose of the Christian 
Youth in the future, as it has been in 
the past, to teach the pure and all-
sufficient gospel of Christ, and to teach 
the simplicity of it. For instance, it 
shall be its constant endeavor to teach 
children to honor father and mother; 
to "rise up before the hoary head, and 
honor the face of the old man;" to re-
member their Creator in the days of 
their youth; to seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness; that the 
fear of God is the beginning of wis-
dom is the principle thing; and to re-
joice in the blessings of God and hope 
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of salvation. I t shall also be ite en-
deavor, in so far as it is possible to 
reach them, to pursuade all parents 
to teach the word of God diligently to 
their children and to nurture them in 
the chastening and admonition of the 
Lord. It shall be its purpose to im-
press these respective duties with all 
possible clearness and emphasis and to 
point out the inestimable blessings 
which always follow the faithful dis-
charge of the same. These principles 
are the foundation of good character 
and usefulness, and this foundation 
must be laid atlife'sbeginning, for they 
are the seed from which must grow true 
and noble manhood and pure and beau-
teous womanhood, and they must be 
sown in the springtime of life. 

To sum up, the editors of the Chris-
tian Youth desire to place in the hands 
of the young a paper of practical and 
general information, of pure speech, of 
soundness in the faith, and of such 
principles as will inspire them to be-
come useful and good. 

With these motives and purposes, 
the editors of the Christian Youth 
think it is not too much to ask the 
hearty co-operation of all good peo-
ple, and to think that they should be 
able to make the paper well worth to 
any home the subscription price. I t is 
yet a sixteen-page morilihly and the 
subscription price is one dollar per 
year. 

I t is not a rival of any other paper 
which seeks to teach the truth to the 
young, and especially in the subscrip-
tion price. The subscription price of 
other papers may be more or less, the 
Christian Youtjh asks the amount nec-
essary for its existence; and if it is not 
worth that much to any home, it does 
not want to exist 

People may subscribe for the paper 
for themselves and children, they may 
subscribe for it for others, or may 
send any number of dollars to the edit-
ors and they will send that number of 
papers to as many children who need 
them. 

Address all subscriptions to Francis 
M. Turner, 1410 Park Avenue, Nash-
ville, Tenn. 
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CHURCHES AT WORK 

LESSON X MARCH 10, 1912. 
JESUS THE GREAT PHYSICIAN. 

Mark 1: 29-4$. Read Matt. 4: 23-25. 
Golden Texts "Himself took our in-

firmities, and bare our diseases." 
(Matt. 8: 17, see also Isa. 53: 4.) 

Times A. D. 28. 
Places -. Capernaum and Galilee. 
Persons: Jesus, his disciples, and the 

various afflicted. 

REFERENCES. 
Jno. 1:44; I. Cor. 9 :5 ; Luke 4: 38; 

Matt. 8: 15; John 5: 10 and 36; 20: 
30-31; Luke C: 12; 11: 1; Heb. 5: 7. 

EXPOSITORY. 
The last lesson ended with Mark 1: 

28 and this one begins with Verse 29 
of the same chapter. In the former 
lesson we learned something of the 
first disciples, in this one our attri-
tion is directed to the great healing 
power of Christ. We see him work-
ing as a great physician, healing the 
sick and afflicted, casting out devils, 
etc. Many of us are 9omewhat fam-
iliar with the work of the great phy-
sicians and surgeons of today, and, 
those of us living in the large cities 
have our attention called to their work 
in many ways almost daily. We see 
the sanitariums, ambulances and we 
also see mangled forms carried to these 
institutions without a shadow of a 
hope of recovery, and yet, many of the 
cures effected are marvelous. While 
this lesson deals with Jesus in the char-
acter of a physician, we must not con-
fuse it with the work of the physician 
of today. It might be well, however, 
to notice that Christ healed one loath-
some disease (leprosy) which no phy-
sician has since done. 

A busy day. "When they were come 
out of the synagogue," a busy day in 
worship and good doing. When young 

fellows coine to New Orleans with 
church-going lilabits they find good 
friends waiting fgr them. Noble life 
and true fellowship is found only in 
the church of Jesus Christ The 
friends you make anywhere else are 
friends only so long as you can follow 
the pace their circ'e sets for you. But 
the friends you make in the prayer-
circle, those to whom the Master in-
troduces you, they are yours and you 
are theirs forever and a day. (I John 
1: 7.) Those who have never been in 
the inner f.ircle, hjand (in ihand and 
heart in heart with Jesus, have never 
yet found out what the Church really 
is. 

A sick man may have the finest of 
physicians, may have medicine in his 
room that would effect a cure, but so 
long as he ignores the physician and 
refuses to take the medicine, he will 
remain a sick man. Men and women, 
afflicted with the leprosy of sin, may 
have heiard of the Christ, but so long 
as they let the Bible mold on the shelf 
and refuse to listen to the physician 
of the soul, they will not be spiritually 
well. 

All are sick. There is none' good, 
no not one. Let the Chris^ come into 
your heart, diagnose your case, and rid 
yourself of sin. 

Sin is a contagious disease. When 
boys associate with evil playmates, 
they learn evil. Men do also, for they 
are none too strong. Many good peo-
ple are not strong enough to stand 
alone. Wherefore flee the very appear-
ance of evil. 

The divine physician can make no 
mistake as to the disease or the remedy. 
It may require an operation to effect 
a cure, but none are beyond recovery. 
Jesus says come. Will youf 

friends. He accepts their resources 
and service, and gives freely of his own 
resources and service. 

Jesus' friends did not hesitate to tell 
him of their domestic affliction. 

It is likely to be an evidence of one's 
devotion to Christ to be sought out by 
those who are in great trouble. 

The compassion that counts is the 
kind that is personal. Jesus pnt his 
hand on the leper. 

Ingratitude and unfair treatment is 
the poorest sort of excuse for the 
"sulks." Ungrateful disobedience hin-
dered Jesus' work, but he kept on 
working. 

Verse 32.—What incident brought 
all these sick persons to Jesus so sud-
denly ? 

Verse 34—Why did Jesus not per-
mit the demons to speak? 

Verse 35—Was it necessary for Je-
sus to pray to God for moral and phy-
sical strength? 

Verse 41.—What did Jesus' touch-
ing of the leper indicate? 

Verse 44.—What would a cleansed 
leper have to do before he was declared 
clean by the priest? (See Lev. 14: 2.) 

Verse 45.—What is the Christlike 
course to tiake when kindness is met 
with ingratitude? 

Why should a Christian always be 
a friend to those who are in trouble? 

BIBLE SCHOOL. 

D. L Watson. 

Our last lesson was on the call of 
the disciples. Did you use this lesson 
as an opportunity to ask the boys to 
become preachers ? 

We wtont the names of fifty boys, 
between the ages of 12 and 16 years, 
who would like to become preachers 
Send the names on a postal card. 

OTHER POINTS. 
Jesus works through his personal 

PACK MX 

The Bible class in New Orleans will 
memorize the first chapter of the Sec-
ond epistle of Peter during the month 
of March. Will yov join u»T 


