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Gifts and Giving

E. L. Jorgenson.

“Ye have not because ye ask not,”
writes James; it may as truly be said,
men have not because they give not.
Paul Speaking of this very thing, says,
“He that soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he that soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountiful-
ly” (2 Cor. 9: 6). In the days of Hag-
gai, the while they lived in ceiled hous-
es, the Isredlites permitted God’s house
to lie waste.- “It is not time” said they,
“for Jehovah’s house o be built.” Then
God explained that because they did
not give of their time and means, the
heavens withheld their dew, so while
they sowed much, they reaped but lit-
tle. They had not because they gave
rot.

Now, it is one thing to give to get
and another thing to get -because we
give. Even the seemingly low motive
of giving to get is sanctified by faith.
The giving comes first and therefore
involves faith. God goes so far as to
throw out a challenge at this point:

“Bring ye the whole tit'» into the store .

house that there may be food in my
house, and -prove me now herewith,
saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven and
pour you out a blessing that there shall
not be room enough to receive it”
(Mal. 3: 10). But getting because we

give is another thing. That puts the
cart after the horse where it belongs.
And as seed sown brings forth after
its kind, so he who gives money usual-
ly has money to use and ‘to give; he
who gives time usually has time; he
who gives service is served; he who
watches over the sick is watched over
in sickness; he who gives Christ away
has Christ alway. Verily, we have
not because we give not.

PROPER GIFTS

And now the season of gifts is upon
us. Christians will spend in foolish
things and candies their children had
better do without, more than they have
given to the missionaries this year.
Giving is good though the gift be ill-
chosen. For giving is the antidote for
greed and meanness and cuts at the
very root of self; But with the good
in giving let there also be good in get-
ting. Cash to those who need and
know how to use it; devotional books,

a year’s subscription to some Christian’

paper, preper articles of apparel, ex-
pository books on the coming year’s
Bible-school lessons, bibles and testa-
ments, these should bear blessings to
giver and recipient alike.

THE FIRST GIFT

Now at the season of gifts, let us
come first with the gift that sanctifies

all others, ourselves. Paul commends
the Macedonians for having first given
themselves (2 Cor. 8: 5). Thus Paul
beseeches the Roman brethren, by the
mercies of God, to present their bodies
a living sacrifice holy, acceptable to
God, their spiritual service (Rom. 12:
1). Luke's account of Christ’s birth,
now uppermost in the minds of believ-.
ers (though there is but slight reason
to think Jesus was born at this sea-
son), presents an interesting analogy
of the steps to Christ. A study of
Luke 21 8-20 shows:

1. The shepherds heard of Christ
(11) cf. Rom. 10: 17

2 They evidently believed, for

3 They determined to go to Him
saying, “Let us go” (11).

4 They came (16). cf. John 6: 45.

5 They found Him (16). cf. Mat.
7: 7;John 6: 37.

6 They told others of Him (17). cf.
Ps. 9: 13,14.

7 They glorified God (2c).

HOW IS THIS? ,
A subscription blank in your paper
today is to call your attention to your
own label. If you are not in arrears
the blank will serve to remind you that
a friend will appreciate a year’s sub-

. seription to Word and Work—you can-

not select a better Christmas present.
Read the pages of this issue and think
how many friends you have that would

enjoy reading it.
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‘Walking Worthy of the
g

S. H. Hall.

Certainly there is no calling in life
that so highly exalts as being a Christ~
ian, a child of God. “Behold what
. manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be call-
ed the sons of God.” (1 John 3: 1.)
I doubt, seriously, whether any of us
appreciate, as much as we should, the
great privilege of being God’s child-
ren. To be indeed, a child of God is
to be immensely rich though we may
not have one penny of this world’s
goods that we can call our own. To
not be a child of God, yet own the
world, is to be a miserable pauper.

But attention is called, in this arti-
cle, to how we, as God’s children should
walk. The first sensation that comes
to a true child of God’s heart when he
hears of a soul’s being saved, is that
of joy. He rejoices over that which
has stirred the souls' of angels. The
very next pulsations of this man’s heart
is, How is this new born babe going
to live? Will he “adorn the doctrine”
of our blessed Lord that bought him?
or will he, to a degree, disgrace it?

Will he walk worthy of the vocation

where with he has been called? Or
will he soon furn back to the sinful-
ness of the world ¥

- Just so, of course, it was to the heart
of the great Apostle, ‘Paul, Epaphras
-had told him good news of the  Col-
ossian brethren, and it called forth,
first, Joy, Thanksgiving:
thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, since we heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus, and the love which you
have to all the saints.” (Col. 1: 3-4.)
. But he did not stop with thanksgiving
and joy over their present condition,

“We givd-

but immediately let them know that he
was interested in their future growti
in the Christian graees, that he prayed,
earnestly desiring, that they be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all
spiritual understanding, that they
might “Walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing.” But, How are they to
do this?

1. By being fruitful in every good
work. No man can “walk worthy of
the Lord” without this. To be a mem-
ber of the body of Christ and not bear
fruit, is to dishonor Christ. I would

.to God that I could impress it upon

every soul how much God hates fruit-
lessness on the part of his children.
(1) “The fruitless branch is to be tak-
en away. (John 15: 2.) (2) “The
fruitless tree must be cut down.” (Luke
13: 17.) (8) “The fruitless vineyard
is te be denied the rain of heaven and
given over to wild beast.” (Is. 5: 5-6.)
Well we may then conclude that those
who bear not fruit are “nigh unto a
curse, whose end is to be burned.”
(Heb. 6: 7-8.) Remember you are to
be fruitful in every good work. Jhere
is no part of the work Jehovah would
have us do in which we can afford not
to be interested: feed the hungry;
clothe the naked; comfort the broken
hearted; see after God’s wayward

children; lead sinners to Christ; be in-

terested in the salvation of souls across
the seas and in the homeland. We
must be wide-awake to every call of
duty, ever following our blessed Sa-
vior in his ineessant war on sin and
earnest plea for true righteousness.
May God help us all to so live.

2 “Increasing in the knowledge of
God.” There can be no true increase
in the knowledge of God unless we do,
really Zive, as we learn his blessed will.
Here we come into not simply inter-
lectual knowledge, but ewperimental
knowledge, a knowledge that “tastes
and sees that Jehovah is good.”

“I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able to God, which is your spiritual
service. And be not fashioned accord-
ing to this world: but be ye transform-
ed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove (ascertain) what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will
of God.” (Rom. 12: 1-2.)

3. “Strengthened “with all might.”
This is a strength that comes from
God. No man has ever, in fact, no
man can ever “walk worthy of the
Lord” if he does not have faith in the
fact that God is ever present with all
his children, that angels encamp round
about them, that he is able and’ does
bless above all we think or ask.” Let
your conversation be without covet-
ousness; and be content with such
things as you have: for He hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” Ah! It is by these “exceeding
great ‘and precious promises that we
are made partakers of the divine ma-
ture. (See 2 Pet. 1: 4.) :

4. Being ever thankful. (See Col. 1:
12-14.) It is a sad day when you cease
to thank God for having saved you
by the blood of his Son and enrolled
your name in the “Lamb’s book of
life.” Just as certain as you’cease to
be thankful, you will die. May God

" help wus-all to be more thankful. The

four above things remember, and the
doctrine you will adorn and walk wor-
thy of Him who saved you.

Let this paper
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John E. Dunn.

Christmas day, (Dec., 25th) is sup-
posed to be the birth-day of Jesus
Christ—the day of his fleshly advent
into the world. “No sufficient data,
however, exists, for the determination
of the month or day of the event. There
is no historical evidenee that our Lord’s
birthday was celebrated during the
apostolic or early post-apostolic times.
The uncertainty that existed at the be-
ginning of the third century in the
minds of Hippolytus and others, prov-
es that no Christmas festivals had been
established much before the beginning
of the third century.” (The New
Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclope-
dia) God did not want us to celebrate
the anniversary of the birth of Jesus
Christ. If he had, he would have glv-
en some -instruction on the subject in
the New Testament. The fact that the
New Testament does not tell us when
Christ was born and says nothing about
celebrating his birthday is positive
proof that God does not want us te
celebrate it. The only event in the
fife of Christ that God wants us %o
celebrate is the death of Chgist. This
‘15 done in the Lord’s supper, which is
to be celebrated upom the first day of
the week.

= The manner in which Christmas i
observed in our country is out of har.
mony with the life and teachings of
our Savior. T would not know how
to tell any one to observe Christmas in
honor of Christ if I were disposed te
do s0. We know that revelry and ca
rousing is contrary to the Spirit and
teaching of Christ.

I instruct my children that we do
not know the day of Christ’s birth and
that God does not want Christ’s birth-
day celebrated. In the church we
should pay ne attention at all to

Christmas day.

tom of our family to give and receive
presents on Christmas day. The chil-
dren “hang out théir. stockings” and
on Christmas day the children have 2
big time with their toys and edibles.
We have our little family Christiuas
tree and Santa Claus comes. We have

our innocent fun. I have never con-
sidered that any harm was done. Tie
children are thoroughly instructed on
Christmas.

With me Christmas is a dividing
line between the old year aud the new
year. The next day aftec Christwns
day I begin to close up the affairs of

the old year and begin arranging for

the new year.

The observance of days is forbidden
in the New Testament. We may how-
ever, have feast; have times of merry-
making; we may engage in things that
are not morally wrong provided that
we attach no religious significance to
it. When it comes to the worship and
service of God, it must be done in faith
it must be taught in His Word.

Dear Bro. Watson:— :

I have just read your editorial in the
latest issue of the Word and Work on
“The School We Need” and I wish to
commend the article. It speaks my
sentiments to the letter. I have never
seen any thing from your pen that I
cared to criticise to any extent. Our
young people should attend schools
that will train them for good church
workers, good elders, and good evan-
gelists—schools that will develop with-

‘in the young higher ideals and better

characters, and thus enable them to
better meet the issues of life. There

is no reason why an evangelist devot-

ing his entire time to the work should
not be as highly educated as possible.
All reasons point to his being highly
prepared for his work. In fact the
time has come when circumstances de-
mand of the evangelist due prepsra-
tion. True, there can be good local

However it is the cus- workers, good elders, local prelchen

Pm Tﬂno

etc. that make their living at other _
callings, that can do much good work
for the church without so much pre-

paration. Nevertheless, all of us
should be as well. prepared as possible.
We have special issues to meet and
some of us must make special prepara-
tions to meet these issues.

In the same issue of your paper ap-
peared an article from Bro. Jno. E.
Dunn, on “A Self Supporting School.”
Bro. Dunn’s statements are correct.
The greatest need now before us is a
school on a self-supporting plan in
which the students can have the oppor-
tunities you mentioned in your editor-
ial. Thousands of young people at the
present are failing to secure an educa-
tion for dack of means to pay board
and tuition. Usually this is the very -
best class of young people to be found.
Hundreds of members of the church
have money they would like to give
to help these worthy, ambitious young
people if we will only give them an
opportunity of giving money in a way
they will feel it is being used for a
good cause.

The two articles referred to iead me
to make some statements concerning a
plan I have had fully in mind for
more than two. years. I have purpos-
ed to establish a school on an indus-
trial plan on a large farm where sev-
eral hundred young people can pay ex-
penses through school by work. This
school would have already been start-
ed had I been able to get released from
my work with the college at Sabinal.
Bro. R. L. Whiteside and C. R. Nichol
agreed to join me in this work. For
sometime I have 'been in correspond-
ence with Bro. Dunn and he is pleased
to become associated with us in the
effort. We are going to have a meet-
ing during the coming holidays to per-
fect plans for beginning the work. We
mean to have the school ready to open
by next fall. We have not selected the
location. We have had several encour-
aging propositions. The location that
presents the best advantages will get-
the school. We are going to be care-
ful about selecting the location. We
will expect the place that gets the
school to do a good part by it. At
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least two hundred and fifty acres of
land will be required.

There is no question about the nec-
essity of this school. It will not con-
flict with any school our brethren have
started. It will help them all. Dur-
ing the six years I have been managing
college work, seventy-five per cent of
the applications I have received from
prospective students have been from
young people not able to attend col-
lege unless they could get work to pay
expenses. My experience in  this re-
spect has not been unlike that of the
other managers of our schools. I am
looking forward to the time when we
will be able to accommodate these
young people. I would be glad to
have a letter from every one interested
in this cause.
' Fraternally,

Isaac E. Tackett.
Sabinal College, Sabinal Texas.

Catholicism.

A. K. Ramsey.

In reviewing this subject, it is not
the purpose of the writer to arouse
enmity between Christians and Roman
Catholics. The writer has no fight to
make against individual members of
the institution, some of the dearest
friends and closet relatives he has are
members of the Roman Catholic
Church, but his purpose is to draw at-
tention to some of the errors taught
by the adherents of popedom. Any
one who will take a few minutes time
can ascertain the: correctnéss of the
statements made herein by referring to
the Bible and standard encyclopzdias.

: THE POPE A SUCCESSOR TO SAINT PETER

Our friends of the Catholic faith
claim that St. Peter was the first Pope
—the head of Catholicism—made so
by a declaration of our Lord in Matt.
16: 18, (Jesus speaking) “And I say
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevall
aglmst L They also use the follow-

ing passages in support of this claim:

Luke 22: 32; John 21: 15-17; but are
set aside by such passages as Matt. 20:
20-28; Mark 9: 35; 10: 35-45; Luke 9:
48; 22: 26. Open your Bible and read
these passages, show them to your
Catholic friends, get them fixed in
your mind so you can use them when
ever the opportunity presents itself.
Truth will triumph in the end and
Catholicism with all its pomp and self-
made glory will be put down.

According to Catholicism all other
Popes are successors to the earthly
throne of Christ, coming down to the
present.age in an unbroken chain.
How can this be true? At one time
three Popes reigned, each claiming to
be the rightful and legal successor to
the throne. Mr. Sutton was asked the
following question:

Did the Roman Catholic Church
have a Pope from 1378 to 1417—if so
where did he reside?

Answer:—“They had a Pope. He
resided at Avignon, France, where he
had been driven into exile.”

The night previous some one asked
the question “did the Catholic Church
have two popes at one time?” Ans-
wer :—“at one time they had three—at
least three men claimed to be pope, but
the right one was recognized and the
others deposed.”

In Vol. 19, Encyclopzdia Britanica,

pages 516-517, we find the following:
“In the year 1305 Clement V. was

elected after long contention to the

pontificate, and in 1309 he transferred |
his court from Rome to Avignon. The |,

seventy years stay there has been ‘call-"

ed the “Babylonian Captivity.” The
pope was subservient to the Kings of
France during this period and hence
lost the good will of England and Ger-
many. Italy also became dissatisfied
and especially Rome whose material
prosperity had been hindered. So the
Cardinals made Urban VI., an Italian,
Pope, but he was so a,i'rogant, they de-
clared the election invalid and elected
Clement VII. For a period of 38 yrs.
there were two popes, one at Rome, the
other at Geneva, each hurling anathe-
mas and ‘excommunication at the other

In the year 1409 a council met at Pisa

to settle the dispute. The two popes
were deposed and Alexander V. elect-
ed, but the schism remained. In 1414
the council of constance deposed John
XXIII., but MartinV. who succeeded
him did not try to reform or nulify the
people. Under Nicholas V. 1447-55

the work of reunion was brought to a’

completlon, and the Roman Pontiff
was given Primacy over the whole
earth.”

There are several pages.on the sub-
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_Ject of Popedom, and the writers of
history in giving the facts concerning
Popedom from its infancy to the pre-
sent day presents to the reader one
tangled mass of political trickery.
(The next article will deal with'

“Confession and forgiveness of sins.”.
“Is the Mosaic Law in force?” Mr.

Sutton tried his hand at explalmng
these questions.

Mr. Sutton said that Catholics are
not forbidden to read the Bible, to the
contrary the reading of the Bible is
encouraged. We therefore ask all
Catholics to get their Bibles down and
begin a diligent study of God’s word.

CHURCHES

“\_t,'

AT WORK

Bible School.

SussecT: REVIEW.
GoLbEN TEXT:
., “If any man willeth to do his w1ll
he shall know of the teaching, whether
it is of God, or whether I speak from
myself.” John 7: 17.

Lesson I.—Jesus Walking on the Sea.
Mark 6: 45-56.

“And without faith it is impossible
to be well pleasing unto him.” Heb. 11:
6.

Why did Peter begin to sink?

Why did he not sink?

It'is when we take our eyes off the
Christ, and center our affections on
worldly things that we begin to sink
into the waves of doubt.

Lissox IT.—Clean and Unclean. Mark
7:1-13. :

“For the kingdom of God is not eat-
ing and drinkmg, "but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 14: 17.

When today.is. God worshipped in
- vain? What is meant by keeping the
precepts of men?

" Lessow IIL.—Mission to the Gentiles .

Mark 7: 24-30. :

“Him that cometh unto me I will in
no wise cast out.” John.6: 37.

How did the Syrophenician woman
show her faith?

How did the centurion show his?

Who are called the children of the
kingdom in verse 12

Why were they cast out?

Lessox IV. —Wanderings in Decapolis.
Mark 7: 31 to 8: 10.

“He hath done all things well; he
maketh even the deaf to hear ,and the
dumb to speak.” Verse 37.

What does Decapolis mean ¢

Why did Jesus always save the frag-
ments? See verse 8.

In this lesson we have two lesson
stories: A deaf man healed, the four
thousand fed. Did Jesus ever per-
form a miracle for his own physical
benefit ? .

Lesson V.—The Sign and the Leaven.
Mark 8: 11-26.~)_

“Again therefore spake he unto them
saying, I am the light of the world he
that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness but shall have the light of
life.” John 8: 12.

Who asked for a slgn?

Why did they ask?

What is the leaven of the pharisees?

Lessox' VI.—World’s Temperance
Sunday. Hosea 7: )
“Woe unto them that rise up early

in the morning, that they may follow

strong drink; that tarry late into the -

night, till wine inflame them.” Isaiah
bi'll,
Have you any intemperate habits?
Will you leave them off?

Lesson VII.—The Great Question.
Mark 8: 27 to 9: 1.
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.” Matt. 16: 16.
Page Five

Have you made the good confession ?
Let our lives be living confessions of
Jesus as the Christ.

Lesson VIIL—The Transfiguration.
Mark 9: 2-13. e

“And a voice came out of the cloud
saying, This is' my Sen, my chosen:
hear ye him, And V\hen the voice
came Jesus was found alone.” Luke
9: 35,36.

Jesus came to fulfill the law and the
prophets. This lesson is such a pretty
one. Jesus is strengthened for his
great trial, and the apostles are eye-
witness of hls majesty. Hear we have
God’s confession of Jesus as the Chnst
His Son, and then the command. Hear
ye him.

Lessox IX.—The Lunatic Boy. Mark
9: 14-29.

“Jesus said unto him, If thou canst!
All'things are possible to him that be-
lieveth.” Mark 9: 23.

The father said to Jesus, Help me
if thou canst. But Jesus said: If thou
canst; the condition was on the human
side. All things needful for us to do,
we can do if we can have the faith.

Lesson X.—The Child in the midst.
Mark 9: 33-50.

“In heaven their angels do always
behold the face of my Father who is
in heaven.” Matt. 18: 10.

* The believer like a child must be
be humble, submissive, forgiving, eager

to learn, pure, and loving.
- £

Lesson XI.—Forgiveness.
21-35.

“Be ye kind one to another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, even as
God also in Christ forgave you.” Eph.
4:32. =

Why is the spmt of forgiveness so
necessary ?

What sum represents the debt we
owe God?

The debt our fellow servants owe
us?

Can you forgive and forget?

Matt. 18:

Lesson XII.—The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9: 1-7.







