
it®*® 
,spii» K v.-

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

C O N T E N T S 
Our Place In the World Situation.......... Page 1 
About the Bible ' ' 2 
The Faith.. , " 4 
Unskilled Labor and Its Remedy " 18 
The Foundation of the Christian's Hope " 20 
Dissembling - r....... ' 21 
Churches at Work (Bible School) " 23 
Missionary Support - " 30 
Things Current " 32 
Mid-Week Prayer and Conference Meetings " 33 / 
Daily Bible Reading .'.— '' 35 
Temperance - - 36 

This Issue Contains Eight Extra Pages 

Vol.6 APRIL q No. 4 
ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. TEN CENTS PER COPY 



We give a prize each month to the one sending in the most 
subscriptions. Valuation based upon the number of subscriptions 
sent in. This month was awarded to Augustus Shanks of Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

THE WALL 

I had builded a wall, 
That was strong and tall, 

I had fashioned it year by year, 
Till the light grew dim, 

And the shadows grim 
Ushered an aching fear. 

I had listened long, 
For the rare sweet-song, 

Of a soul that was tried and true; 
But "Faith" seemed dead, 

Her presence fled, 
And lo! the wall still grew. 

But I've lifted eyes, 
To the sun-bathed skies, 

My faith has breathed a prayer; 
There are hearts of gold 

In a world grown cold, 
And lo! no wall is there. 

BARI, A. BRENNEMAN. 
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OUR PLACE IN THE WORLD SITUATION. 
E. L. Jorgenson. 

31 There are about one hundred and 
nine millions of people in North- Amer-
ica. 

Only seventeen millions are being, 
instructed in the Bible and most of 
these are in Sunday Schools where the 
Scriptures are scantily and imperfect-
ly taught. There are ninety millions 
of people in the United States. Twen-
ty millions are Protestant, twelev mil-
lions are Catholic, some are Jews and 
over fifty millions are churchless. 
Moreove better than one million 
emigrants are coming here yearly. 
Twenty per cent of these are Protest-
ant the majority of others are Cath-
olic, many are heathen, some Jewish 
and some atheistic. The Protestants 
have so far maintained their place as 
the dominant part of this prominent 
land. But every Bible-reader knows 
how sorely they are in need of light. 
Many are worshipping vainly, after the 
doctrines and commandments of men. 
Many are worldly and unspiritual. 

Let us take a closer view. Louis-
ville, for illustration, is a grossly 
wicked place. I t is not laudatory to 
say it, and some will think it unpatri-
otic, since it is my home. But it is a 
fact and facts must be faced. Yet 
Louisville is probably next to the ho-
liest large city in the United States! 
I have grounds for the. statement. 
Church membership does not stand for 
much in these days of low standards 
and easy church entrance, but it stands 
for something, morally at least. And 
of our thirty-seven principal cities, 
Louisville is second in percentage of 
church-membership. Fall River which 
is first is almost entirely Catholic. 

True five-eights of Louisville's church 
membership is also Catholic, but this 
city is yet second in Protestant church 
membership, being surpassed only by 
Washington. And Washington is not 
Paradise! From Washington the 
highest, to San Farncisco the lowest, 
what must be the state of the Christ-
less town between? This is in north 
America, the land of light! In Eu-
rope, South America, Asia and Africa 
conditions are worse in the order nam-
ed. Where are the eyes and ears of 
those who say we are entering the mil-
lenium? After nineteen centuries of 
Christianity it, is thus. To those who 
look for the thousand year reign of 
right through the spread of the word 
alone it must be disheartening; but to 
those who Biblically expect that reign 
through the personal advent of Jesus 
it only confirms faith; for they see that 
conditions are as Christ himself fore-
told of the end-time. But while they 
were foretold, they were not desired 
by the Lord. Two reasons underlie 
the present world-situation: 

1. Failure on the part of the church 
to adequately sound out the word. 

2. Failure, on the part of many who 
have heard the word, to accept it. 

With reference to the first reason 
let us take our share of the blame, for 
a clear understanding of where we 
have failed is the first step to success. 
The churches of Christ are nowhere 
Anti-missionary in theory, but in some 
plaoes they have been that in practice. 
For, as not to accept Christ is to re-
ject him, so not to be positively mis-
sionary is to be negatively Anti-mis-
sionary. It is for or against, gather-
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ing or scattering, says the Lord who 
knows. The next step then is to make 
God's church-, already theoretically 
missionary, practically so. This will 
we do, moved, under the love of God, 
by the need of mankind, not the inter-
ests of the unsaved alone but of the 
church itself demand it; for the church 
is a rallying point that it may be a ra-
diating point. Without this realization 
it dies. The very purpose of the 
church is to hold forth the word of 
life. This is its legal outlet of ener-
gy whereby it keeps pure and strong. 
We often meet churches that are senile 
through inaction. Some preachers 
hold meetings for such churches en-
tirely too often. Once is sufficient. I 
mean such torpidity should be correct-
ed at the first visit. It is vital and 
fundamental. 

With reference to the second reason 
mentioned as underlying the world's 
unbelief and darkness let it be under-
stood, we are not commanded to bring 
the world to Christ, but rather, Christ 
to the world. There is a vast differ-
ence.. The gospel has never swept 

If there is no God but nature; if 
man has neither creator nor governor; 
if the rights of property, now protect-
ed by law and guarded by the sanc-
tion of solemn oaths, are based upon 
absurd and groundless traditions; then 
what is to hinder any msn falling back 
upon his original rights, derived from 
his idmote ancestors, and stealing, 
right and left, whatever he can lay 
hands on? And should he succeed in 
plundering a government, and thus 
robbing fifty or sixty millions of peo-
ple of their rights, through crooked 
contracts and villianous frauds, he 
would be perfectly justifiable in doing 
it, and in invoking the aid of some 

clean and it will be anomalous if it 
ever does. God can and desires to 
save all, but here free-will enters, and 
not all yrill be saved. He is now se-
lecting, on the principle of gospel ob-
edience ; taking "out of them (the Gen-
tiles) a people for his own name" (Acts 
15: 14) . Just as the magnet selects 
out of varied particles the iron fillings, 
so the gospel finds response here and 
there in all lands from those who have 
an appetite for it. Thus our work is 
that of testifying, witnessing, to all 
nations. This is possible to us and 
therefore encumbent upon us. A few 
missionaries in each land will in time 
be able to testify in their ever-widen-
ing circles of influence to the. world's/ 

great host of lost. To this end let us 
pray and seek; and as those to whom 
Jesus said, "Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest that he send forth labor-
ers" (Matt. 9: 38) were the first to 
go (Matt. 10: 5), it may be that those 
of us who first bear the world's great 
need to God in prayer, will be the 
first to bear God's answer in Christ 
to those who know him not. 

brilliant lawyer who agreed with him 
that Moses was mistaken when he de-
clared that God had said, "Thou shalt 
not steal," and who would gladly aid 
him to escape punishment, and divide 
with him the profits of the job. 

Both the Old and New Testaments 
are full of commands, preoepts, and 
exhortations to care for the poor. What 
other nation ever had a law compelling 
men to lend to the poor without inter-
est ? What other nation ever had a law 
allowing the poor and the traveller to 
eat and fill their hands with fruit from 
any vineyards and orchards which they 
passed. Only prohibiting their taking 
any vessels or bags with them to carry 

ABOUT- THE BIBLE 
Don Carlos Janes. 
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frui t away ? What other iaw ever for . 
bade the taking a pledge from a wid-
ow for her indebtedness, or required a 
pawned garment to be returned to a 
poor man at night? What other na-
tion ever had laws requiring that the 
wages of the workman should be paid, 
not quarterly, monthly, or weekly, but 
before sunset every night? What oth. 
er nation had law forbidding men to 
curse the deaf, or put a stumbling 
block in the path of the blind ? What 
other nation had a law forbidding the 
husbandman to reap the corners of his 
fields, or gather the gleanings of his 
harvest, or» the scattering grapes 
of his vineyard; but commanding 
him to leave them for the poor and the 
stranger? What other people had a 
law which forbade the muzzling of the 
ox as he was treading out the corn, or 
which protected the birds upon their 
nests, and commanded men to show 
kindness to beasts in distress; even 
though they belonged to their enemies? 
What other nation had a law requir-
ing men to love their neighbors as 
themselves, and forbade them to cher-
ish grudges against them, and prohib-
ited malice, tale-bearing and revenge? 
What other nation ever had a law 
which gave every man an inheritance 
of land, and so secured it that ever 
the king on his throne could not take 
it from him; and so arranged it that 
if he himself was compelled to part 
with his land, he could sell it outright, 
but could redeem it at any time when 
able, and it not, at the end of the jubi-
lee period his children could go and 
claim their ancient inheritance? What 
nation, outside of the influence of the 
law of Moses, which sacredly reserved 
every seventh day for rest, and forbade 
people to require or permit their ser-
vants, or their beasts, to do any servile 
work on that day? Surely if there 
ever was a law which was emphatically 
a law for the poor, the law of Moses 
was that law. 

Whether a law which forbids all sin 
and inculcates all virtue, which has 
outlived the laws of all ancient emper-

ors and conquerors, whicli has entered 
into the jurisprudence of the world, 
and exercises today a greater influence 
on the morals and manners of the 
world than any other law that was ev-
er made whether such a law was a 
fraudulent trick of a contemptible, 
hypocritical liar and impostor, or 
whether this law, the most perfect that 
the world has ever seen, sprang from 
the bosom of God, the fountain of all 
law, and was sent forth for the guid-
ance of the erring sons "of men who 
were groping in the darkness and ly-
ing in despiiar, is a question which 
seems easy to answer. / 

Man, as a being possessing moral na-
ture and distinguishing between right 
and wrong, must be the creature of a 
Creator who loves the good and hates 
bad, who has linked sin with sorrow, 
and righteousness with blessing. And 
if the Creator desires the well-being 
and well-doing of men, why should he 
not make known his desires to his crea-
tures, and place them on record for 
their instruction? But if there be any 
such law which bears the impress of 
the divine hand, and which exhibits 
energies analogous to a divine vitality, 
it is the law which came by Mosesj 
which flames forth among the nations 
as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night, In the darkness of a world 
of heathenism, pollution, and sin.—H. 
L. Hastings in "The Wonderful Law." 

This wonderful law came from a 
wonderful law giver. I t is not the re-
sult of chance, neither did it come from 
the minds of mere men. The Bible is 
no ordinary book. Indeed it is a very 
extraordinary volume. I t has no equal 
in all literature. 

"Except Jehovah build the house, They 
labor in vain that build i t : Except Je-
hovah keep the city, The watchman 
watcheth but in vain.—Ps. 127: 1. 
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THE FAITH 
J. M. Barnes 

Continued 
CONFIRMING T H E SOULS OF T H E 

OISCIPL Acts 14 22. 

Let us read. Acts 15: 36. "And some days af-
ter Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again 
and visit our brethren in every city where we 
have preached the word of the Lord and see 
how they do." 

PREACHERS' WORK Acts 16: 5. 

"And he went through Syria and Celicia, con-
iirming the disciples." Acts 16: 5. "And so 
were the churches established^ in the faith, and 
increased in number daily." Acts 18: 23. "And 
after he had spent some time there, he departed 
and went over all the country of Galatia and 
Phrygia in order strengthening alt the disci 
pies." I have quoted these passages so we can 
learn the duty of a preacher. I was amused 
once at a young preacher's dodger. He an-
nounced himself as the Great Evangelist. Read-
er, how many great evangelists have you known 
judging by the example of Paul? How many 
of these claiming to be such have you known 
that spent much time in confirming, s trength-

' ening, establishing, the disciples? Do you not 
see that this belongs to it and is inseparable 
from it? Is there any wonder that so few 
bodies live when the work of the preacher was 
only half done? 

All who have tried to live the Christian life 
understand how necessary it is to be strong. 
What Paul did to these Christians to make them 
strong, is a matter for study. We have had 
twelve children a t our house and I have taken 
some interest in making them strong. X began 
with my babies as soon as I could to make 
them stand on their feet and was not in the 
least afraid of-. making them bowlegged. I 
taught them to stand by a chair. I made them 
walk while I held their hands and as soon as 
they, could I let them hold to one finger only. 
If I could I slipped both fingers away so that 
they w:ould be left alone. As strength grew so 
power to walk was acquired and we never had 
a child a year old when it began to walk. Now 
notice the point, to make churches strong make 
them exercise. 1 have, been somewhat success-
ful in developing workers and my rule is never 
rto for my own child or my Father ' s what it 
•can do for itself. Here comes in one of the 
evils of the pastor or the minister doing pastor's 
work. They do what the disciples themselves 
should do. Whos6 duty is it to exhort one an-
other, to teach the untaught, to visit the sick, 
to look af ter the erring brother and the poor 

from last issue. 
to carry qn the meetings of the body? Now 
it is in these things that strength comes. I t is 
such kind of work that developes the child of 
God just as the continued exercises made my 
child strong. The pastor and the preacher "in 
charge, and the minister fiddling around is a 
consumate nuisance. Let the ekklesia attend 
to her own business and the preacher save 
sinners. Give himself to the ministry of the 
word. The ekklesias have also a work of sav-
ing sinners of a two fold nature which we will 
talk about before we are through with this 
investigation. They must save themselves and 
at the same time save others. Now it is just 
Impossible for a body to be an able one, when 
it denies itself the necessary health giving 
exercise. Going to meeting on Sunday and list-
ening to an hireling orate has no strength in 
it, no life in it and God never intended it and 
never gave any order for it tha t I can find 
But 1 am going to look for anything that may 
be shown me. A thus saith the Lord will sat-
isfy me. The example of one church that kept 
a stall-fed will suffice. I asked brother Jorgen-
son (let me interline that I think he is fine) 
where he preached and he said I think for the 
Portland Avenue Church. Where? Whom are 
you following? Will some one answer this ques- -
tion and answer so you will be satisfied with 
it yourself. But I hear an old echo, that I have 
heard so often, brother Barnes we have to make 
a living, we have not the time to do church 
work. Then will you do like Sarah, substi tute 
a Hagar? I fear that many of us will have to 
go to hell from the simple fact that we have 
not time to go to heaven. A brother once insis-
ted that he did not have time to do the work 
of the Lord. I told him to do all he could on 
Lord's Day, but he said he had to ride about 
with his wife that day. God is not mocked. 
Montgomery was once the best church I ever 
saw. I took great interest in it and thought 
that we would have a model ekklesia but over 
my protest she hired a pastor got killed, died, 
or committed suicide do not know which. 

O R D A I N E D T H E M ELDERS IN EVERY 
CHURCH. Acts 14: 23. 

McKnight, in his comment on I. Tim. 5: 17. 
says in the first age the name presbuteros, el-
der , was given to all who exercised any sacred 
office in the church. When J. read this first I 
thought it absurd. After more reflection I 
thought it preposterous. I now think tha t it is 
the only way possible to satisfy all the texts 
that we will call up in this search we are mak-


