
WORD AND WORK 1
ANNOUNCEMENT.

Last December, the Editor’s series of articles on The King
dom of God began. These articles met with much favor, and have 
protracted themselves far beyond our original expectations. The 
September W o r d  a n d  W o r k  will carry the final expository ar
ticle in the series. (“The Kingdom in the Book of Revelation”), 
though a concluding article may follow, dealing with such ques
tions and criticisms of interest as have arisen during their pub
lication. The series will, therefore, have extended over nearly a 
full year, reaching to about seventy pages.

In the course of this year, many new subscribers have been 
added to our list who could not be supplied with the back numbers 
covering the Kingdom Articles. In this way, a demand has 
arisen for their reprinting in some form, either as a pamphlet 
or i n  the W o r d  a n d  W o r k .

To supply this demand, as well as to reach a larger circle, 
the entire K ingdom  sen es  mill reappear in the last three issues 
of 1921— October, November and December. Besides the neces
sary regular matter (“News,” “Lord’s Day Lessons,” etc.,) 
the October W o r d  a n d  W o r k  will contain complete the Old Testa
ment portion of the Kingdom series, about 20 pages. At a heavy 
expense (in which interested friends are invited to share) some 
thousands of this issue will be printed extra, and sent out as sam
ples. These samples will repeat the proposition now in effect, to 
send the W o r d  a n d  W o r k  to the end of 1921 for 25c to anyone, 
anywhere, new subscriber or old. This Old Testament portion 
of the discussion should be enough to interest any who can be in
terester ; and i f  interested, they may in this way secure the King
dom Articles complete for 25c, no more than they would cost in 
pamphlet form. And the plan will, we hope, bring us many 
short-term subscribers who will renew for 1922 at the year-end. 
Also, it will enable our present subscribers to put the Kingdom 
copies into the hands of their friends as a gift, for a small sum; 
and to give these friends, at the same time, a four-months’ trial 
of a strong, clean, scriptural, teacher-paper.

Remember, to the end of 1921— September, October, No
vember and December— for a quarter, sent at our risk ! Or bet
ter, make it a club of four with a dollar bill, sent at our risk. Bet
ter still, roll up a large club. Your check is good !
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WORDS IN SEASON.
R .  Η .  B .

THE D IFFER E N C E  BETW EEN  “Y E ” AND “TH EY .”
There is nothing more timely than the appeal and warning 

with which the Lord concludes His prophetic discourse, as rec
orded by Luke:

“But take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that day come 
on you suddenly as a snare: for so shall it come upon alK th em /h at dwell on 
the face of all the earth. But watch ye at every season, making supplica- 
tion, that ye may prevail to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man.” (Luke 21:34-3G).

The Lord is speaking to His disciples; and between them and 
‘The rest’’ who “are without” He draws the sharpest distinction. 
Read these verses over again and emphasize the “yourselves” and 
the ‘‘you” in contrast to the “them.” yhe disciples do not belong 
tilth!- same rank and category as the dwellers on the earth. The 
great Dav will mean one thing to the~~bnb~gl^ssT another to the 
other] Inveises~26^8 of tne sameThapter~tHe~same conffaTT oc
curs: “Men fainting for fear ancTfor expectation of  the-fhings
that are'Tbmlng on the world . . . ancTThen shall Tjjicy ^ee the
Son o f mamcohlmg ϊηΤΓΗοΙΰΐ with power and great glory...But
^ffien~i±i£se things begin to come to pass look/Γ vej J u Y) and Tiff Tip 
y io u rheadsB because fife Time of your redemption is at hamdT” 'Γη 
the same signTficant mariner does the apostle Paul distinguish be-' 
tween the ‘^ pu> and ^he>d) in reference to that great and terri- 
T>le day of The LdTtl. ^T "o r yourselves know perfectly that the 
dav of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. When they 
shajl say, peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh imon 

travail upon a woman with child, and they/ ιΓΓΗΤο- 
wTsTescaper Butf?/c^ffethren are not in darkness'that. that dav 
should overtake 7/oTfas a thtefTTor ?/claxe al 1 sons of light and 
sbiTTofthedav: rpc~are not of t h e night JiQilof darkness; so. .then 
feTT's noTsIeepas~do th eres t jrh ii  lef ns \yatch and be sober. . . .

. For ΓίηΤΠΤρn o not unto wrath biiT unto the obtaining of 
‘‘sai \dt Lbf <T JcsTis JCHi’i stTh^ r rR tW ^  at,
wbcthejLAyqAyake or sleep _W£_sho.uld liveTogethcr with him.”
(1 Thess. 5 :1-9). The extent of the distinction between Christ’s 
people and the world will in that Day appear and it will be tre
mendous.
THE DANGER OF SINKING TO TH E WORLD’S W AY.

The distinction between the Christian and the world does not 
in itself guarantee him immunity from the terrors of that Day. 
There is a danger against which the Lord Jesus solemhy warns: 
the danger of the ChristiaiTs-rrrrTkhrg into the world’s pre-occupa
tion anTTiihe(lTessnc.Cs.~ He says to His own, “Test
haply your hearts be overcharged*7 (as are the hearts of others) 
“with surfeiting” (self-indulgence), “drunkenness” (Tnfnxic^Eioii 
—^andjmFonl^iiLtlm^art produced by strong drink) ; and “cares
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of this world”— JjieJjusiness-cares, household-cares, money-cares, 
and all the worries and~an?ri5ties^:hat absorb tHe~mind amHeaye 
no rooio_Tar Jhou ghrd f' God and service of the LorHT^Are not 
thejeLfhlags characfe r is t ic o f  The' world ? ^Are~noIC these the 
things that keep men fromILInkingC and which drown the voice 
of God and conscience within the soul? For as it was the days 
of Noah and of Lot— they ate, they drank, they bought, they sola; 
they planteelf they buildedT they married, they were given in 
marriage— and therein were their minds engrossed, so that they 
had no thought, nor inkling of what was in store— so shall it be 
again in the day when the Son of man is revealed. That day will 
come uponthettuunawares. “As a snare . . . shall it come upon 
alTlhem t hat{mvelbdiTHiO facb oTall the earth.’’
THE C H R I S T I E S  MINI) AND TH E SECOND COMING, ---------- ^

Christians are not reckoned among those who ‘^velLjffpoh^ 
^heThirtliT Those are earth-HwelTers (a term alway^used m a 
bad'sensh) t sett’p̂ ^he-re-bglow, “men of the world whose portion 

.is_in thisulifeJl 17 :Tt JT  f  'hristitnTSTTnTtfiFhther hajuLjtre
“strangers and pilgrims on"the earthT” The pngs are CwritteiA 

(Jer. 17 :ib ) ; the names of tn eiT ih er^^^fv rrΐfteh 
Vifhea'vmm” iyii~erc \ά ΠΤοΙτ  citizaishii5"Uy|^h^-^^)T there thetF~" 
men Lord; trom thence ah therrTiope. Therefore he savs, “Set 
yourjpiiuLon the things that are^ahavg, τμ>Τuihtiix4jji4n.gs whiciT 
^re upon the earth. . . TA\T lIT T <iT r^  shall he
panResied^jhen  shall(^v^alsow\rith hinTtxT mamfested~in glory/' 
Coh 3 :2- iL  The Christian’s mind musFnot be aIIovvred, like" a 
loose, dangling robe, to drag and entangle itself on the earth. 
“Lrirding up the loins o f  your mind be sober, and set your hope 
perfectly on the grace fhatTs to beTbrought unto you at the reve
lation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet. 1 :13). And this describes the 
attitude of watchfulness, which is indispensable as a prepara- 
tiomfor His Coming.

^Jpnow the Christian lets his mind and thought f^hioos^and 
wrap itself around worldly pursuit and objects ^^^^(^now ^his 
henrt to be overcharged with self-indulgence atm car^f^w jiat 

_will ])e the rCTITt? TIei^--CbFLotT<--sReaks plainly incIeedhcTj^ie) 
Amrisl (hnf^clopt̂ ^hcTwoid(l’̂ i t t j L^4cCLthen that Day will over*-.
 ̂t a P re c ι s. e ly fisTiirlfi^^  1 d j “Take heed lest haply
your hearts be overchargecT and that" day come upon you as a 
snare for so shall it come upon all them that dwell on the face of 
the earth.” Just so He speaks to the (^-Jmrch in Sardls> “If 
therefore thoutHTaTTfuTHcCatchCI will come aVaThiefrhnd thou 
shalt not kpow what hour I will come upon thee” (Rev. 3 :3 ) . 
That will be a surprise, but not tnrlSlLoTTh: I t  Is JfTalamity to be 
so overtaken. Upon that unfaithful servant whqjd£cided in his 
heart that his Lord would delayTTis "coming-indefinitel^^ZTaTcT 
He*AvouIdcomeHirirTt5^wheiriTe^xpec  ̂ nfTTTmd at~an houT 
when he knoweth not, hnd "woiT[d~TufTiIm--a^nder and'^pppinj 
his" port ion witHHheHj?IHinTtes: “there shall befhe weepTng and 
gnasTing~ofteetK7T̂ (Luke 1T:45, 46; Matt. 24 :51). Rest as-
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sureri t.hnsp Christians of the past centuries wRoT or any cause 
likplv that th eT o! u w o uld~cothe! 1 1 their day,landJaoSd

for lli in stedfastly and. intent!ŷ - th ev  were not misled,__People
are never misled when they follow the will of God. And the will 
o£ God in this_matter is that His people shoulddoelfhvays in ear- 
nest exiiectaUoiiof JesusfChris t, sery in^H lIe^jH p L gj and f a d 
ing ^mjftkgfvlng'/ That makes true “strangers and pilgrims?*^ 
But tR o seW ren i i ̂ fed'daiict are still) who" i Q ^eiFnnnds'post
pone the Lord’s return to some remote day. Christians today 
have cause far beyonththeir 'brethren o f previous generations to 
expect Christ. Let us be ready for we know not the day nor the 
hour.
TO AVOID BEIN G  TAKEN UNAW ARES.

The preventive of that calamity of being taken unawares as 
in a snare, is set forth to the Lord’s disciples by the Lord Him
self. ‘Watch ye.” Ue said to them, “at every season— not at some 
seasons only, nor by date-settings and the like follies; “making 
supplication that ye may prevail to escape all these things,varmTo" 
<d.and. b e fo re  the Son of man.”

These words open upon a further vista. Is it so th en that in 
watcffid dpfdTmTTdTiyei'Hlt^ c -<r~~~^scane from

<5vnaS) From “allth ese ' things/f^theJ^p'rd' say ·̂. Ifyidently lie 
rcfers-la tii(i.calaihTfiT?TilTthri()ne({ earlier in the chapter, as con
nected with thtTUoming oFChrlst The reader who will now turn 
to thpJD st f hhpfer"of L uke will note that in verses 10, 11, 25t 
the Lordanentions certamdhings preceding and foreboding His 

'Coming. (Verses 12-24 have to do with earlier events, which are’ 
to happen “before all these things.”) What are these things? I 
note them as follows:
“ALL TH E SE  TH IN GS.”

1. General, widespread war: ‘Nation siia.ll rise against na
tion, and kingdmn_against kingdom.” ~  (This generalVondltiohds 
Here to be .djsfmguishedfronTThe spor a ^ c T wars and tumults” 
6Τ~νΓ9, which are not indicative oldhe-end-.)

2. Great earthquakes,
3. In divers places famines and pestilences.
4. "Terrors and greatfsigns from heaven- . . . T igris in sun, 

moon, and stars : the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. ^ ^
5. Upon-the e a r th  distress o f nationsΛ jn perplexity—men 

Tainting f o r f ieaiLandJ: or. expectation of the things that are com- 
\ ing on the "world The connection wdilld imply that the'distress
and perplexity and fainting of hearts is due to the awful portents 
in earth and sky.

Immediately upon this the Lord says “they shall see the Son 
of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

Now from “these things” which precede the Lord’s open 
return in the sight of the world, He says His own who watch and 
pray shall escape. How? We have one other-verse-here-that 
throws light upon the .question. “But when  these tilings JA gfi to 
come to pass, look up, anddift up vour heads: because vour re
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demption(draweth nigh f’WGLnke 2 1 :2Κ)Χ. C57^>(ftTe^(hesg)thfngs 
ffirtygyun nr όΠ'β Ι ι^ ^ υνπΓΤυιιΓ^Λ^βιΓtir^HTiev beau
ΐ ^ ^ Ώ θ~ΐο j a s a^'lQ pk un.” “lift up your heads.” We shoulc 
tlfereTore^e^nj (he lookoub/or the very beginning of these things 
To enforceTHat same~pomt further, the Lord gave thp-m_a.r)n.ra,- 

(H|>of all the trees: when they now'^shoot forth
neisee dt^ a i^ X ^ o ^ o i' you rown selves ̂ aJQ-he Yh m merVTsiTngTy 
Even soye also, when ye seFTh^se^hlng<^comi i i s / Tlnow 
ye that the Kingdom bf God id High."—\vs. 2h-b i). JbetTHe read
er decide if some of the items enumerated above have not been 
remarkably seen within the last few years— whether these things 
have or have not begun to come to pass.
‘ LOOK U P !”

Clearly there is a connection between the disciples’ escaping 
“all these things that shall come to pass,” ^nd their watchfully 
marJang.ihe.very beginning of “these things/” and looking"up~ln 
expectation σΚ the! rneac^redieinp t imr.— Something must some- 
how intervene, that they may not have to out-weather the terrible 
ffiirigs that shafTcome 'tcTT^ig3nirfflere,arth ~  That something is 
‘‘vouiCrt^emptidM’ ^KTch \jra wethXnigh?T~NowlHsExpression 
cannot mean anyfhirig^else "here than The Christian’s yet future 
redemption spoken of in Rom. 8 :23,— “our adoption, to wit the 
redemption o f our body .’’ When the Lord Jesus comes— prelimi
nary to His appearing with His saints in a lo w . He must meeds 
come to gather them to Him self ̂  He descends, and the'Tirsf e d g 

he groatcdramahwill be that the dead iruChrisFshall n sel5ec4  
fonchthe living, their bodies suddenly lashionedanew ( Phil. 3 :2 1 ;

) shall together YcilhCHieni be caught up in the 
cloud, to jneet the Lord in the air, and to be evermore with Him. 
This ^enisThe~TiQD£Z^Jor r|demOtiogrTffrTtT^^ivfltion j ja d v  
to be revea 1 ecLin-tha 1 aTt tim eTTx J  FeK^ .  ~W rath faJIs~oFthe I 
world below ; but these ftrekfmb&Ppo int ecffemtoffwratK)bιΓΓΐΐnto the 
o b t a i n i n g j h i a d v ^ t t e s T p j ! j  Thus they escapeall the
thmgs~that shall come to pass on the e a r r h h h r f^ ^  tjvfnre 
the Son JiLjiiaiLiL ' '  ..~ ... '  ~  “ *

To_accept or to reject this is not merely a matter of agree
ing or disagreeing with the views of this man or that, ^ h i s  is 

j b vio'usly a ques t io n e d “consenting to, sound words," even the- 
jw ordFofour Lord Jesus Christ.’! It would be sacTTndeed if any 
brethren should repudiate this solemn teaching and warning of 
our Lord, and perhaps try to screen their wrong attitude with 
a specious zeal against “speculation,” or by the common device of 
fastening some odious name upon the truth, all the while claiming 
to be “Christians only” and holding to “the whole counsel of 
God.” If  we are simply Christians unbound and untrammelled 
by human creed, either written or unwritten, and free from ec
clesiastical domination—Jet us satisfy ourselves honestly whether 
fhis is truth according to God^vofHTaTiTtTTi^o 'far as we arehatr- 
isliecb let us teach It without fear and faitliTuRyi -Lor f O Kese 
things^areTrue, they are vital and important, especially in these
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days of ours. Let us look carefully and see that we refuse not 
y iim tl ia t  speakefTi.
T H E “SWIMMING POOL.

There could-Lemo· ■ objection, of course, to the use of swim
ming pools, but rather if sanitary, .they would be ranked as a 

'commendable,- refreshing, healthful pastime and evercise— pro- 
•'vtded thejsexes were separated. It is regrettable that whaTmight 
W hnly a fine recreation should be made a curse. As it is, how
ever, it adds its heavy testimony to the very general decline of 
the sense o£ shame and modesty and to the grave decline and 
breakdown -of"the nation’s morals!' TtTTs 'doubtful whether even 
heathen Greece or Rome in their decadence tolerated anything 
worse in the way of public garb and performance, than anyone 
may witness at almost any time at almost any public swimming- 
pool in our time and country. In some places decency has yet 
stipulated certain restrictions as to bathing-suits; which re
moves some of the objection. But in many places even that 
check is missing.

Let a Christian think whether he has any excuse for joining 
in with that sor tof thing. Those who do it would not doubt 
urge a hundred self-justifications; but these are together lighter 
than a breath. I f  they say that it does not affect them at all, 
they deny the law of love which should make them careful of 
their weaker brothers and sisters to whom it may become a 
condemnation. Moreover herein lies an omen that any Christians 
should be able to go there and see and participate, and fec i  no 
shock or shame. Just how would one feel if the Lord, coming, 
should find him in such surroundings? But we are told that to 
object to this popular thing is “prudish” If  some Christians 
feared the touch of contamination as much as they seem to fear 
the charge of “prudery” it would be better. It is better to be 
prudish than to be lax and loose. It is better to be marked as a 
prude by people who think it strange that we do not run with 
them in their ways, than to be branded as defiled by the Lord. 
Or again we are told by way of extenuation of the evil, that 
“to the pure all things are pure” (which is a crying misuse of a 
good passage) and that only the evil-minded see evil in the ways 
of the swimming-pool. Grant that for argument though it is cer
tainly false. Suppose then that one who is unduly weak along 
that line, whether by heredity, or by his own earlier sin, is ad
versely affected by what he sees there: a babe in Christ, say— 
what about causing one of those little ones, one of those weak 
ones, too easily tempted, to stumble ? Hadn’t they who do it bet
ter have a millstone hanged about their necks and be sunk into 
the depths of the sea?

Moreover you yourself may not be immune. Perhaps you can 
discover the injury yourself in the emptiness of your prayers, in 
your apathy toward the word of God, your indifference toward 
the souls of men, your inability to exert any real influence for 
God and Christ. When the salt has lost its savor, wherewith
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shall it be salted? If  God pronounced woe upon them who in the 
time of Israel’s national crisis stretched themselves upon couches 
of ivory and sang idle songs to sound of pipe and virelay, and 
were not concerned for the ever growing distress and misery of 
the people— shall we in such an awful time as this seek justifi
cation tor doubtful amusements and run after questionable 
pleasures?
HERCULANEUM AND POM PEII.

In the Sunday Supplement of a Louisville paper an interest
ing illustrated article on Herculaneum and Pompeii shows how 
strikingly in some respects the pleasures and pastimes of those 
buried ancient Roman cities are like those of the world today— 
the revellings and the kind of dances and entertainments The 
similarity is indeed striking—too much so, by far. The one 
thing, however, the writer of that article failed to call attention 
to is really the most important circumstance of the whole story: 
that God overthrew those twro vile cities as once He destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, for a warning and an example, and 
pledge of the sure wrath of God upon any city, people, or nation 
that sinks to that moral level. The retribution that hangs over 
the modern world is graver thah that which fell on Sodom and 
Herculaneum by so much as the-world today has known and 
sinnhdTigainst better light. Woe unto the world because of occa
sions of stumbling!

“Every uninspired attempt to frame for the church an au- 
thoritive standard of doctrine which shall be regarded as an 
unquestionable exposition of the word of God, is not only impious 
in itself, but it is also a tacit assumption of the fundamental 
dogma of Papacy. The Assembly o f Divines did more than to 
assume the necessity of a Pope to give law to the opinion of men : 
they attemped to create an immortal one, or, rather, to embalm 
their own creed, and to preserve it as the Pope of all generations. 
Those who have adopted that Confession o f Faith  and Catechism  
as authoritive standard of doctrine, have absurdly adopted the 
most obnoxious principle of Popery, and elevated their confes
sion and Catechism to the Papal throne. . .  .It  is better to have a 
living than a dead pope. If  we must have an authoritive ex
pounder of the word of God, let us have a living one, so as not 
to prejudice the hope of improvement. ‘A living dog is better 
than a dead lion’ ; so a living Pope is better than a dead and 
stereotyped Confession of Faith that holds all men bound to sub
scribe to its unalterable dogmas and its unvarying Terminology.

— C. G. F i n n e y .

The tendency is strong to let oar present conception o f the 
truth becom e stereotyped, and to let it assume the form  o f  a  fixed 
authoritative creed ; to hold its as unquestionable and to shut our 
eyes to all fu rther truth. When we do that we cease to be simple 
Christians and become sectarians.
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NEWS AND NOTES.
Under date of July 1, Harry Fox writes from Tokyo: “Good 

number of baptisms this month. All workers are well.”
From. J . Scott Greer: “Meeting at Ash’s Creek, Ky.,

closed with eight baptisms, five for membership, and eight con
fessions of wrong, making in all twenty-one to come forward.” 
Brother Greer is now' engaged in meetings near McMinnville, 
Tenn., at West Riverside and Banner.

We can still supply the Word and Work Lesson Quarterly 
for the current quarter. They cost 5c each. The Lesson Pic
ture Cards for primary pupils advanced to 4c each set, per quar
ter, sometime ago.

On July 15, C. C. Merritt wrote: “Lord willing, I shall
start for Minneapolis on the 20th for a meeting there. Pray ear
nestly for this effort.”

R. H. Boll’s commentary on the Hebrew Letter, 225 pages,
$ 1.

W. J. Johnson reports that the congregation at Laranger, 
La., has taken its stand for the simple, New Testament way of 
work and worship, and requests prayer for these brethren. Bro. 
Johnson closed evangelistic services there on July 14. One was 
restored and four baptized.

Η. N. Rutherford’s meeting with the Fisherville church near 
Louisville closed with fourteen additions to the congregation, 
nine of whom were baptized.

Mourice Clymore writes from Totz, K y .: “Will begin a
meeting at Ross Point, Ky., July 18. There is a small congrega
tion at that place. Continue to pray for us.” Brother Clymore
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recently conducted a two weeks’ Bible study with the new congre
gation at Totz. Such Bible studies, following protracted meet
ings, would certainly tend to establish new converts, and prevent 
the loss of much work.

The Portland Avenue church, Louisville, is conducting a 
tent meeting on Bank Street at Thirty-third.

Maston Sitman, of New Orleans, is assisting W. J . Johnson 
in a meeting at Amite, La.

In a circular letter dated June 15, Don Carlos Janes says: 
“More than twenty baptisms here this year; three expected Sun
day. Pray for us who are here, and that God may send more 
workers into this needy harvest. Send us a bit of church news 
when you write.” A later report puts the number of baptisms at 
thirty.

From Forest Hill, La.: “Four confessed Christ in a four-
days’ meeting in a country schoolhouse last week. I return there 
today. My going there is due to some good work done by Brother 
Sitman sometime ago.”—A. K. Ramsey.

E. L. Jorgenson is engaged in meetings at Glencoe, Ky., and 
Berea (near Gallatin), Tenn., for August.

“Great Songs of the Church” has already received the unso
licited, unqualified, uniform approval of leading song leaders. 
Read what they say on page 224 of the July Word and Work; 
and then read on page 256 of this paper another list of commen
dations.

“I have a tobacco cure that I want every tobacco user to try. 
It is composed of harmless roots that will cure the habit of chew
ing, smoking, or using snuff, and stop all desire for tobacco in 
any form. I f  you want to stop the expensive and filthy habit, 
send me your name and address on a postal card.”— Loomis 0. 
Hinton, Spencer, Indiana. (Advertisement.)

This office has on hand 100 unused copies “Familiar Songs 
of the Gospel” No. 1. The lot may be had for $12. The collec
tion consists of 83 old songs, suitable for tent meetings or tem
porary use.

One admirer of “Great Songs of The Church” sent the names 
of the song leaders in fourteen congregations. This helps us 
greatly in getting the book before the churches. Will others help 
in this easy way?

A good map of Paul’s journeys is almost indispensible to the 
best teaching of the Lord’s Day Lessons for the rest of this year. 
Ask for Eiler’s, price $2.00 postpaid. Conybeare and Howson’s 
“Life and Epistles of Paul,” price $2.50, is ably and delightfully 
written and will also aid the teacher greatly.

From Minneapolis: “The meeting at Glenora was a great
success in many ways in spite of the lack of interest with ‘those 
without.’ There were no additions to the church, but all the 
brethren were encouraged.

“C. C. Merritt is to begin the tent work here July 24. We 
are going to make the best of efforts for a successful meeting.



234 WORD AND WORK

With the experience that Bro. Merritt has had in mission work, 
I am sure that he is the man for the place.” J . M. H o t t e l .

D. L. Cooper, of Abilene, Texas, is engaged in a good meet
ing at Waterford, Ky., where A. C. Reader labors regularly. 
Twenty were baptized the first week.

From Mackville, K y .: “Good crowds, fine spirit, and four 
added in the meeting here.” H. L. O l m s t e a d .

Lake Park, Ga., July 22: “The meeting at Manchester, Ga., 
continued two weeks with splendid interest. There were four
teen additions, making a congregation of about forty to begin 
the work.

“At Moultrie, Ga., where for some time a few disciples have 
been meeting regularly for worship, four were added. Earl C. 
Smith is in an interesting meeting at Dasher.”— Claus and Boyd.

Stanford Chambers is engaged in meetings in Indiana— 
Berea, near Sullivan, and Spencer.

MISSION WORK IN NEW YORK.
With the assistance of Bro. Morgan Carter, oi Nashville, 

Tenn., we have got together about thirty loyal, earnest disciples. 
Among these are people who have worshipped for more than 
thirteen years in their own homes. We are meeting regularly 
each Lord’s Day at 239 W. 69th Street.

We are determined, if God wills, to build up the cause of 
New Testament Christianity in this great city. It is estimated 
that we have more than seven millions of people within twenty 
miles of our City Hall.

We are going to bring one evangelist to this great centre, 
and two, if we can raise enough money. In case enough money 
can be secured Brothers Morgan Carter and John E. Dunn will 
both be asked to come. We are going to give $75.00 each month.

We are writing to ask if your congregation will not contrib
ute a definite sum each month to keep these two good men in this 
great field?

Will you not note what has been done in Washington, D. C., 
and assist us to do a similar work for our Lord here?

Every dollar you contribute will be economically used and 
faithfully accounted for, and regular reports will be made to you.

We are waiting and praying. Will you not join our prayer 
and write us right away how much we can depend on from your 
congregation?

Thanking jmu in advance for your prayers and your contri
bution, we are Sincerly and fraternally,

Thos. A. .Williams, Geo. M. McKee, Oliver R. Johnson, Will
iam Johnson, James H. Johnson.

This work is worthy of all encouragement and support. Con
tributions should be sent to Geo. M. McKee, 105 West 64th St., 
New York, N. Y. R. Η. B.
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EPISTLES OF CHRIST.
STANFORD CHAMBERS.

‘‘Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read 
of all men; being made manifest that ye are an epistle of Christ, 
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God; not in tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts 
of flesh.’’ 2 Cor. 3 :2, 3.

This saying was occasioned by the opposition the apostle 
was receiving at the hands of certain men who had come to 
Corinth with letters of commendation which they alleged to have 
been given them by the church at Jerusalem. These men sought 
to discredit the apostleship of Paul. Like some men of today, 
they sought to build themselves up by destroying others. They 
were evidenl.v envious of Paul’s influence at Corinth, desiring 
themselves to become leaders there.

Paul in defense is saying that he does not need such letters 
of commendation as do some for “ye are our epistle.” The con
gregation at Corinth was Paul’s “church letter” and he carried a 
true copy of it in his heart. Moreover the church was an epistle 
“known and read of all men.” These Christians also constituted 
an epistle of Christ.

God was the w riter; the apostle was the pen; the Spirit w7as 
the ink; their hearts were the paper; the word and will of Christ, 
the writing and the world, the readers.

Churches of Christ are epistles of Christ. God wants such 
epistles. A gospel preacher wants such epistles and the world 
needs such epistles. With a strong, spiritual, active, missionary 
congregation, the product of his own labors in the Lord, to stand 
by him, a man is impregnable and indestructible. God is able 
to make him stand. The world with such a church in the midst 
is without excuse as God would have it. The world does not read 
the Bible but it reads the lives of God’s people. We sometimes 
pray to become epistles known and read of all men. We need 
have no fear as to that. Men do read our lives. Let us pray the 
rather that we may be true epistles of Christ, that as our lives 
are read the message of Christ mav be the thing men get. And 
so will it be if our lives stand for Him.

The secret of our being living epistles of Christ is given us 
in verse 18. Let us heed it well with a due sense of our respon
sibility, for our influence upon the world. “But we all, with un
veiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
from the Lord the Spirit.”

The “Inkograph,” guaranteed ink pencil, free upon request, 
for three new subscriptions at $1 each. “Reminiscences and 
Sermons,” a book of nearly four hundred pages, will be sent free 
upon request, for two newr subscriptions.
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THE KINGDOM IN ACTS AND EPISTLES.
(The Kingdom of God. No. 8.)

R. H. B.

The second recorded sermon in the book of Acts, which, like 
that of Pentecost, was preached by Peter, also contains an im
portant kingdom-reference. How long a time had elapsed since 
Pentecost we have no means of telling; but the gospel testimony 
was still confined to Jerusalem (Acts 1 :8) and the sermon itself 
shows that the appeal was still to the nation of Israel, and there 
was yet a chance of Israel’s being turned nationally. How much 
that event would mean is told us in the prophets, and likewise in 
the New Testament. (Rom. 11:12, 15). Peter in this second 
sermon, addresses the Jewish nation, holds up to them their guilt 
in the murder of the Messiah; also allows for them the one miti
gating circumstance (not excuse!) that they had done it “ignor
antly and in unbelief.” Thus, through them, as instruments of 
unrighteousness, God had fulfilled His word that His Christ 
should suffer. Then Peter calls the nation again to repentance:

“Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 
blotted out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord; and that he may send the Christ who 
hath been appointed for you, even Jesus: whom the heaven must 
receive until the times of restoration of all things, whereof God 
spake by the mouth of his holy prophets that have been from of 
old.” (Acts 3:19-21).

The urgent reasons, then, why Israel should repent and turn 
again are three:

1. That their sins may be blotted out.
2. That so (i. e., on the ground of this cleansing) there 

may come seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.
3. And that (in consequence) God might send them their 

God-appointed Christ, who in the meanwhile resides in heaven 
and will remain there until the times o f the restoration  o f all 
things predicted from of old by the mouth of God’s holy prophets.

If  therefore they repented these three things would come to 
pass: their sins would be forgiven; seasons of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord would ensue; and their Christ— their 
Messiah of David’s seed for whom they had looked and longed— 
would be sent to them. Christ’s return from heaven would usher 
in those long predicted times of restoration, the reparation and 
restitution of what was marred and ruined and lost according to 
promise. This accords perfectly with all we have thus far 
learned both from the Old and New Testament concerning the 
things predicted.

One cannot help a little amazement at the strange turn taken 
on this passage by certain good and able men—that Christ must 
remain in heaven until a fter  the times of restoration; that is, un
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til all the prophecies are fulfilled and all things are restored. In 
other words Christ will not come until all the promises of restor
ation shall have been realized. Surely such a position is the re
sult of a foregone bias, which consciously or unconsciously seeks 
to whip scripture into line with a preconceived theory. It be
hooves us all to be on guard against such influences. If  we are 
simple Christians we are thereby under the greater obligation to 
face God’s declarations squarely for what they are, and not 
obliquely to see what we can make of them.

As for this passage, neither the natural import of its lan
guage, nor the light of other scripture-teaching supports the idea 
that Christ will remain in heaven during the times of restoration. 
If one says he will remain at such and such a place until such 
and such a time he does not mean that he will stay there until 
after that time has gone. (Look at the force of “until” in such 
passages for instance, as Gal. 4 :2  or Heb. 9 :10 ). Unless there 
is something in the wording or the context of the statement in 
which the ‘until” occurs to indicate that it means “until after,” 
it always means “up to the point of.” “Until the times of restor
ation” Christ must remain in heaven; when He comes back the 
restoration begins. If  Israel’s repentance would hasten that 
event it would be a mighty motive and appeal to Israel.*

Nor does the idea that Jesus will remain in heaven till the 
restoration has taken place, agree with other teaching of scrip
ture. So far from finding a restored world when He comes back 
from heaven, the Lord Jesus declares that when lie  comes again 
it will be as in the days of Noah, as in the days of Lot. “When 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” But He 
will find Antichrist in full power and possession, and will bring 
him to nought “by the manifestation of His coming.” (2 Thess. 
2 :8 ) . It is not until after that that the restoration of the prime
val bliss can begin.

THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL’S NATIONAL REJECTION.
After Acts 3 Israel declines into disobedience and rebellion. 

As the church grows, persecution arises, which culminates in the 
killing of Stephen. Now the gospel goes forth to Samaria, and 
subsequently through Paul, “unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” The book of Acts is the Divine history showing the na
tional rejection of Israel and how “through their fall salvation 
is come unto the Gentiles.” (Rom. 11:11). The last hope was 
staked upon the attitude of the Jews in Rome; and when those 
did not unanimously, as a whole, accept the gospel, their aban

*Jesus had been to earth and returned to heaven. Heaven must re
ceive him until ‘the times of restoration of all things.’ Then ‘the times of 
restoration of all things must be when Jesus returns again to earth—the 
restoration of all things to their original relation to God. . . . When Jesus 
comes again the will of God will be done on earth as it is in heaven, and all 
things in the world will be restored to harmonious relations with God, the 
Supreme Ruler of the universe.”— David Lipscomb, (Queries and Answers, 
p. 360.)
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donment was sealed by the famous quotation from Isa. 6, (“See
ing ye shall see and shall not perceive/’ etc.,) which is always 
the word that marks Israel’s national rejection for an indetermi- 
ate period. (Acts 2 8 :24-28).

A GREAT CRISIS.
About the middle of the Acts, occurs an event of first impor

tance. The acceptance of the Gentiles into the church— into the 
favor of God as joint-sharers of the blessings of Israel’s Christ 
— was a most terrible perplexity to all believing Jews. It was in 
fact a m ystery  previously unrevealed that such a thing should 
ever happen. (Eph. 3 :4 -6 ). That the Gentiles were to be bless
ed in Messianic days was no mystery; that had been previously 
revealed. But the observant reader of the prophets will notice 
that it is always a fter  the national restoration and exaltation of 
Israel, and always through restored Israel and in subservience 
to Israel that the Gentiles were to be so blessed. But Israel was 
not restored; yet the Gentiles are coming in, being admitted 
upon equal terms with believing Jews, to equal share and right 
with them of the promises. If  we cannot appreciate this stun
ning blow to Jewish thought and faith, we are not able to under
stand the great conflict that arose. God had as it were compelled 
the acceptance of Cornelius and his house by a mighty sign; and 
with express miraculous endorsement had shown His approval of 
all subsequent work among the Gentiles. That the Gentiles were 
to be adm itted  was a point settled beyond dispute by heaven it
self. But how did that harmonize with scripture? Some thought 
that the only way out of the difficulty was to incorporate the be
lieving Gentiles into the Jewish nation as Proselytes; and ac
cordingly came with the unauthorized teaching that unless the 
Gentile Christians were circumcised and kept the law of Moses, 
they could not be saved. Naturally this created a stir and con
sternation among the Gentile converts, and the matter was finally 
referred to the apostle and the church at Jerusalem which was 
supposedly the source from whence this doctrine had come. At 
any rate if this question were rightly settled in Jerusalem —the 
center of Jewish Christianity— it would thereby be settled ev
erywhere.

In Acts 15 therefore, we have the account of that memorable 
conference. We must pass over all except the concluding speech 
of James in which the matter was settled and clinched. Here is, 
in part, James’ speech on that occasion:

“Brethren, hearken unto me: Symeon hath rehearsed how first God visi
ted the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to this 
agree the words of the prophets; as it is written: A fter these things I will 
return, and I will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen, and 
I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: that the residue of 
men may seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is 
called, saith the Lord, who maketh these things known from of old. Where
fore my judgment is. that we trouble not them that from them among the 
Gentiles turn to God.”
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This passage has been given two interpretations; the one 
referring it to tne present time, the other to the age to come. 
The critical words upon which the question of the meaning turns 
are in the first line of James’ quotation from “the prophets:”— 
“a fter  these things I  mill return .” By some these words are 
taken to have no special significance, being regarded as only a 
part of James’ quotation from Amos 9, probably referring to 
some matters of which Amos had previously spoken, and having 
no special bearing in the connection in which they occur here. 
The fact is significant, however, that the prophet Amos from 
whom James quotes this, never used those words at all. They 
are found neither in the Hebrew nor in the Greek Version 
(“Septuagint”) of the Ο. T. James (in the Holy Spirit) pur
posely added  these words, as summing up the teaching of the 
prophets  on the point in hand. This being the case the words 
are to be regarded as meaningful, and are not to be slurred as 
being only a conventional and meaningless introductory formula, 
but are to be given their full weight of meaning in the connec
tion in which James brings them forward.

The question as to which of these conceptions is the correct 
one. therefore, hangs on whether the words, “After these things 
I will return” are to be taken strictly, and in connection with 
James’ preceding statement that God has first visited the Gen
tiles to take out of them a people for His own name; or whether 
they are simply an irrelevant introduction. I do not think needful 
to decide that here. In either case and by either view, James’ 
point is that the reception of Gentiles as Gentiles is according to, 
and not against, the scriptures. In the one case the rebuilding 
of David’s tabbrnacle would refer to the present exaltation of 
Jesus, David’s Son, as the living and assured Heir of David’s 
throne; in the other case the passage quoted by James has ref
erence to the future actual realization of the Old Testament hope 
of Israel and of the hope of all the world through them, in the 
world-rule of Christ on David’s throne, as the context in Amos 9 
indicates. The two interpretations converge upon the point that 
in Messianic times (whether now or future) Gentiles as such are 
to be admitted to Israel’s covenant blessings. And this we all 
believe and know.

OTHER REFERENCES IN “ ACTS.”
In Acts 14 :22 the kingdom, without qualifying phrase or 

explanation, is clearly and distinctly spoken of as yet future. 
On their homeward journey Paul and Barnabas visited the young 
churches they had established along the way, “confirming the 
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that through many tribulations ive must enter into the king
dom o f  God.” This is evidently the kingdom of promise and 
prophecy, as it is yet to be realized, which the sants shall inherit, 
and in which they shall execute rule and judgment over all the 
world with the Lord Jesus. (Jas. 2 :5 ; 1 Cor. 6 :2 ; Rev. 2:26, 27). 
The matter stands squarely thus; and whoever would deny that
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would be as sectarian as one who tried to evade or deny the pas
sage that speak of the kingdom as now existent in its spiritual 
phase.

Finally we have in the book of Acts evidence that the king
dom of God held a prominent place in the early preaching 
Philip at Samaria preached “the things concerning the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ.” (Acts 8 :12 ). And Paul 
declared that he had gone about among the people, “preaching 
the kingdom.” (Acts 20 :25 ; comp. 19 :8 ). Indeed his enemies 
at Thessalonica charged him with teaching that “there is another 
King, one Jesus.” (Acts 17 :7 ). The very last words of this 
book informs us that Paul continued “preaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness, none forbidding him.” I believe that the king
dom of God in every aspect in which it is presented in scripture, 
should hold the same prominent place in the gospel-message to
day. It is a subject worthy of our most earnest consideration 
and reconsideration.

IN THE EPISTLES.
In the epistles the same phenomenon of the kingdom now 

present in spiritual, and the kingdom yet future in outward, 
manifestation and in visible world-rule, is found— just as we 
have seen it in the Gospels and Acts.

We will not take up the Kingdom-references here one by one 
as we come to them, but sum up the Kingdom teaching of the 
Epistles topically. It is not possible to quote the scriptures; but 
if the reader will open his Testament and read the passages cited 
it will be an advantage.

1. T h e  K ingdom as P k e s e n t . T o the Colossians Paul 
writes that God has “delivered us out of the power of darkness 
and translated us into the tingdom of the Son of his love.” Col. 
1:13. Evidently “the power of Satan” is Satan’s sway and con
trol. Out of that we were delivered. The kingdom of the Son 
of God’s love into which we were translated is the realm in which 
the Lord Jesus Christ exercises sway and rule. In it we now 
are. In it we hold citizenship. I t ’s headquarters— the seat of 
its authority and government— is where the Head is, in heaven; 
hence it is said that “our citizenship is in heaven,” Phil. 3 :20; 
where also our life is hid, and whence (in the Person of the 
Savior) our Hope descends. Col. 3:1-4. The characteristics of 
this government—the essential spiritual features of this king
dom— are “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
Rom. 14:17. To exhibit these features in testimony to the world 
has this new spiritual “nation” been called into being. 1 Pet. 
2:9, 10. Alas, how greatly it has failed of realizing this purpose 
of its calling!

2 .  T h e  K i n g d o m  F u t u r e . T h o u g h  i n  a n d  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  
n o w ,  the kingdom i s  again lepresented to us as a promised inheri
tance. Jas. 2:5. The wicked and immoral do not inherit it, 1
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Cor. 6 :9 ; nor those who practice the works of the flesh, Gal. 
5:19-21. But those who in their faith supply the Christian 
graces shall have an abundant entrance into it. (2 Pet. 1:11) 
For it the Christians labored (Col. 4 :11) ; for it they suffered 
(Comp. Acts 14 :22)— for only those who suffer with Christ and 
endure shall reign with Him in glory, Rom. 8:17, 18; 2 Tim. 2:12 
—and Paul prayed and yearned that they might be counted 
worthy of it, 2 Thess. 1:5.

It is also to be noted that not until our testing time is over, 
and our full adoption (“to wit, the redemption of our bodies”) 
can we inherit the kingdom. For “flesh and blood”—that is, hu
manity in its corruptible estate, cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God ; and corruption cannot inherit incorruption. (1 Cor. 1 5 :5 0 ). 
This concept of inheriting  the kingdom has reference to our ex
altation and glorification with the Lord Jesus, and the sharing 
with Him of His rule and authority. This is the kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, which we have not received as yet but are in 
process of receiving (Heb. 12 :28)—just as we are said to be 
“receiving  the end of your faith, even the salvation of our souls.” 
(1 Pet. 1 :9 ).

The nature of that glorious reign and our part in it, is set 
forth in several places. It is a “heavenly kingdom.” 2 Tim. 
4:18, but rules over the earth. “The inhabited earth to come” 
(Heb. 2:5, mg.) is not to be under the rule of angels, but is to be 
governed (as God had originally planned, Gen. 1:26, and, as, de
spite man’s fall God afterward promised and prophesied, Ps. 8) 
by man— in guarantee of which we behold Him who once suffer
ed death, now exalted and crowned with glory and honor, the 
Man, Christ Jesus. For through Him God will bring His many 
sons unto this glory. Heb. 2:5-10. The whole creation awaits 
expectantly this revealing of the sons of God, and we ourselves, 
now burdened and groaning await i t :—the day of the redemp
tion of our bodies (which is the day of Christ’s coming). Rom. 
8:18-24.

In that day the saints will judge the world in conjunction 
with their Lord, 1 Cor. 6:2, and shall reign with Him, 2 Tim. 
2:12. Then also they shall be crowned with the crown of right
eousness, of life, of glory (2 Tim. 4 :8 ; Jas. 1 :12 ; 1 Pet. 5 :4 ) . In 
al their rule, wrork, and service, the glorified Christians will be 
inseparably conjoined with their returned Lord, 1 Thess. 4:17, 
who shall be glorified and marvelled at in them. 2 Thess. 1:10.

WHEN WILL CHRIST GIVE UP THE KINGDOM?
Against this teaching, so plain and indisputable,an argument 

is made on the grounds of 1 Cor. 15 :20-28, which, because of the 
importance attached to it, we quote here in full:

“But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them 
that are asleep. For since by man came death, by man came also the res
urrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first-fruits; then they 
that are Christ’s, a t his coming·. Then cometh the end, when he shall de
liver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have abolished
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all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign, till he hath put 
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is 
death. For, He put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he 
saith, All things are put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who 
did subject all things unto him. And when all things have been subjected 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did sub
ject all things unto him, that God may be all in all.”

It is claimed on the strength of this passage that the Lord 
Jesus will surrender the kingdom at His Second Coming. If  this 
text teaches that there can, of course, be no future M essianic 
kingdom, and therefore all the kingdom of Christ that ever will 
be is now. Here again one must wonder what silent influences 
must have worked so to becloud the minds of otherwise clear
sighted expositors. The whole argument is based upon the am
biguity of an English word, an ambiguity which does not exist 
at all in the Greek. In the English the word “then” may mean 
either “at that tim e” or “next a fter ,” “next in order.” But in tne 
Greek these ideas are distinguished. The Greek word ‘tote” ex
presses the idea of “at that tim e;” but in enumerations, where 
sequence is to be expressed, the Greek has “eita” or “epeita.”* 
It is that latter word which is employed here, in 1 Cor. 15:23, 24. 
A stricter rendering of these two verses would be— “Christ the 
first-fruits; a fter  that they who are Christ’s at his coming. 
A fterw ards  cometh the end when he shall deliver up the king
dom to God even the Father.” The length of time elapsing be
tween the items enumerated by “eita” and “epeita” cannot be 
judged from those words themselves, but must be learned else
where. But “eita” and “epeita” indicate that the events follow  
one another in order. In our passage the first “then” has already 
stretched over an interval of nearly 1900 years: Christ the first- 
fruits, then they that are Christ’s. When is this “then” ? An
swer: At His Coming. Again he says, “Then cometh the end
when he shall deliver up the kingdom.” When does that “then” 
come in? Answer: “When he shall have abolished all rule,
etc.” ; and “when the last enemy shall be destroyed.” But this, 
as we learn in Rev. 20, will not be until after the Millennium, the 
glorious age to come, in which the returned Christ with His glo
rified saints shall reign. For Death, the last enemy, shall not be 
destroved until “after the thousand vears are finished.” (Rev. 
20:7-15).

♦ Thayer defines eita, “then, next, after that” citing Mark 8 :25 ; Luke 
8:12; John 13:5; Mark 4:17. “As in classic Greek,” he says, it stands in 
enumerations to mark a sequence depending either on temporal succession, 
as Mark 4 :28; 1 Cor. 15:5-7, 1 Cor. 15:24 [which is the passage we are here 
discussing], 1 Tim. 2 :13 ; or on the nature of things enumerated, 1 Cor. 12: 
28.” Epeita he defines as meaning “thereupon, thereafter, then, after
wards;” and under “time and order” he cites its use in 1 Cor. 15:4G; 1 Thess. 
4 :17 ; Heb. 7 :27; and 1 Cor. 15:23, which is again the passage we are dis
cussing. The “then” in 1 Cor. 15:23, 24 therefore, does not mean “at that 
time,” but “subsequently” or “afterw ards”— how long after, to be learned 
from the context or other part of scripture. But see how the other “then,” 
“tote” in the Greek, is used, as in Matt. 25:31 for example, and 1 Cor. 15:28.
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There are, in fact, two ages, two dispensations. Marked 
and specified, during which Christ’s name stands supremely ex
alted: “in this age” and “in that which is to c o m e Eph. 1:21* 
In the present age Christ’s name is above all, the Father who 
Himself has given Him an absolute free hand, alone excepted. 
The same will be true in the next age. After that (“in the ages 
to come,” Eph. 2 :7) the Son will take the place of subjection and 
subordination, yet (though having surrendered the now com
pletely restored kingdom to the Father, that God may thence
forth be all in all) will continue to reign with His saints, under 
the Father’s government, “fo r  ever and e v e r (Rev. 22 :4 ).

Here we rest our investigation. The Book of Revelation, 
the most remarkable kingdom-book will occupy the next and last 
of these kingdom-articles.

*The text says “not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come.” But the Greek word is “aion,” the strict and primary meaning of 
which always and everywhere is “ag e ;” as indicated in the Revised Version 
margin, everywhere. Of the expression “ho aion houtos,” “this age,” and 
similar term in Gal. 1 :4 ; 1 Tim. G:17; 2 Tim. 4 :10; Tit. 2 :12 ; Thayer says it 
refers to “the time before the appointed return or truly Messianic advent 
of C hrist;” and the “aion mellon” “Age to come” is “the future age,” 
“i e., the age after the return of Christ in majesty, the period of the con
summate establishment of the Divine Kingdom and all its blessings.” 
Thayer cites our passage, Eph. 1:21, by way of example.

AFRAID IN THE DARK.
ALICE MAY BRACKETT.

Will you turn your face toward me, my Father?
For the darkness holds terrors unknown;

But if only Thou look this way, Father,
I shalt not feel afraid or alone.

Yes, my child, go to sleep, be not fearful;
There is nothing to make you afraid ;

I will turn my face toward you, beloved,
Till forebodings of evil be stayed.

Have you turned your face toward me, my Father?
Are you looking this way through the night?

Will you keep your face toward me, my Father,
Till the morning brings courage with light?

Yes, my child, I have turned my face toward you,
I am looking your way through the night,

Until morning brings glad recognition;
Draws us nearer each other in light.
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DASHER BIBLE SCHOOL EXPANDS.
EARL C. SM ITH.

In 1915 the brethren at Dasher desiring to have the Bible, 
as well as the common school branches, taught to their children 
by Christian teachers, built a schoolhouse and home for teach
ers, employed two instructors, and thus launched a work that 
increased daily. From the beginning there has been a growing 
demand for accommodations for boarding students. Finally, 
this demand has become so great that the Board of Trustees have 
taken upon themselves to ask the co-operation of brethren in this 
section of the country to co-operate with them in building a 
boarding school of standard rank. The results of the effort have 
been encouraging.

The following men and women have been employed as a 
faculty for next session: J . P. Prevatt, President; Earl C. Smith, 
Dean, J .  Edward Boyd, T. C. Wisenbaker, Mrs. F. W. Fogg and 
Miss Urrie Copeland. One instructor is yet to be selected.

The material equipment of the school consists of eight acres 
of land, a school building large enough to care for one hundred 
students, a large cottage for teachers’ home, a chemistry labora
tory sufficient for high school chemistry, and a small library. A 
home for students is being built.

We shall do work from the fii;st grade through high school 
and such of the college branches as we are equipped for teaching. 
Instruction in piano will be given those who want it. There will 
be no charge for tuition except for piano. Board and room will 
be furnished for twenty dollars per month of four weeks.

We expect to have one hundred students this year. We need 
your support and you need ours. Write Earl C. Smith, Lake 
Park, Ga., Route 2, for information.

CHURCH SUPPERS.
“I think it is a disarrangement when you have to have sup

pers to run your church’s financial programs. The man who 
won’t give fifty cents to God without being fed for it is not much 
of a Christian. When you have to have a supper to pay the pas
tor’s salary, it is disarrangement. There are some churches that 
I could name that ought to have a stained glass window with a 
chicken in the center, or an oyster, and it wouldn’t be a bad idea 
if we had special prayers made for the chickens and oysters, and 
a special day set apart in our saints’ calendar, for they have built 
more churches and renovated more churches than anything else 
I know of. You show me a church that runs her financial policy 
on bazaars and suppers, and I will show you a disarranged 
church. Do you think I would insult my mother by giving her a 
present that I had bought with the money that had been raised 
by a few friends coming to my home and paying for a supper 
that I prepared? No, and I wouldn’t insult God that way, eith
er.”— Gipsy Smith.
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CHARLIE HARRELL.
When twenty years ago I first met Charlie at his father’s 

home in Texas, he was a small boy. I saw him growing up, clean 
and strong, into young manhood. I saw him added to the church 
of God, a member of the congregation at Celtic. A few years ago 
he wedded a noble Christian girl. Two children were born in 
his home. And now, barely entered upon life, in the inscrutable 
providence of God he is taken away out of his home and from his 
little family, and the old home circle, hitherto unbroken, of his 
loved ones. How heavy this bereavement is to them all, and how 
greatly they will miss him, no words of mine can adequately tell. 
In all relationships of life, Charlie filled his responsibility ably 
and faithfully, and was always, and everywhere to be trusted.

How they can do without him in his home, in his work and 
management, or in the congregation of God’s church at Celtic, 
we do not now see or know. From his boyhood Charlie was clean 
and true, always doing his part, always humble, manly, strong, 
faithful, kind, gentle, good; blameless in the eyes of all through 
all the days of his youth; and withal a faithful Christian. When 
those of ripe old age are taken away, or the invalid whose feeble 
body can sustain life no longer, we may feel beneath the sorrow 
of the separation that it was well and good. But in this case 
nothing save that childlike faith in God (which, I am persuaded, 
all his loved ones have) can enable one to say without doubt or 
bitternes that the will of God is good and all His ways are wis
dom and love. For it is impossible for us to see and understand 
why he, so young and strong and hopeful, so able and willing, so 
looked to and so greatly needed should be taken away from us. In 
this thing we are thrown back upon our simple trust in God and 
we go on trusting still, even through the tears magnifying His 
holy name: “for He is good and His lovingkindness endureth for
ever.”

But for Charlie we do not sorrow as those who have no hope. 
His life was bound up with the One wTio Himself is “the resur
rection and the life ;’ who at His Coming will bring him back 
among the glorious company of “those who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus.” In the fair light of that morning we shall greet again 
the dear faces of our loved ones, whom we have loved long since 
and lost a while. R. Η. B.

CHINA FAMINE FUND.
R. Η. B.

The last draft forwarded ($30.50) included the following
contributions:

Church, Ripley, Tenn............................................$10.50
Church, Sherman, Tex.......................................  5.00
Church, ’Campbellsville, Tenn.........................  14.63

All remittances up to this last have been received and ac
knowledge by R. A. Torrey, Jr ., Tsinanfu, Shantung, China.
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ON FOREIGN FIELDS.
MISSIONARY NOTES.

Don Carlos J anes.
Attention trustees! The Lord has entrusted his mission

ary work to the church. You are a member of the church. Part 
of the responsibility is on you. Are you satisfied with the ex
tent of the work? Are you faithful enough in the matter to 
please the Head of the church, or to please yourself? ** A 
brother suggests training natives for service on the field. He is 
right and generally speaking, it is an error to ship them to 
America for educational pursuits with the expectation of their 
coming back and settling down to plain, New Testament work.

In April, 100,000 attended the opening of memorial services 
for the spirit of a Buddhist prince at a temple in Nara. ** The 
Bixlers and Herman Fox and wife went to Karuizawa, in the 
mountains, June 28. ** The Japanese have a cycle of twelve
animals by which the years are known. This is the year of the 
hen. ** W. D. Cunningham, who runs a mission, independent 
of the “board” had expenses in January amounting to $1,020. 
His receipts were $2,014.37. ** On account of the exodus to
the mountains my Friday Bible class in Tokyo closed with 
Philemon and Jude on July first.

Bigamy is not practiced in Japan, but concubinage is com
mon among those able to afford the expense. Divorces average 
one in four. A naval officer is said to have been married twenty- 
five times and this record is sometimes beaten. ** Work has 
begun towards the locating of a family at Nagasawa, the old 
Hiratsuka homestead in the country, where there is a nucleus, 
and within easy reach are two larger groups of brethren much in 
need of the personal attention of a missionary. ** Mt. Fuji, 
an extinct vocano, accounted a sacred mountain, is forty miles 
from Tokyo, but is visible in clear weather. ** Comparatively 
few horses are kept in this city, and nearly all of them, it seems, 
are stallions. They are usually worked singly and led instead of 
driven.

TOKYO LETTER.
The population of Japan is increasing at an appalling rate; 

even the government considers this increase a serious problem 
since their little island does not increase in size to afford dwell
ing space for this “excessive” people. But it is also just as true 
that the Japanese are going to their graves at an alarming rate. 
It can almost consistently be said that “In Japan there is hardly 
enough room for the Japanese either to live or die.” Thousands 
who are living (more merely existing) on this crowded little is
land are restlessly looking elsewhere to go and at the same time 
available ground can hardly be found for cemetery purposes to
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accommodate those who in such rapid succession are passing out 
of this life into— where? When 1 lived at Higashinakano and 
went a short distance from the house each morning to purchase 
feed for my goat, invariably every  morning I would witness a 
funeral procession, the queer house-like coffins being borne on the 
shoulders of men. This was only one out of hundreds of similar 
sights which could be seen almost everywhere. I think it can be 
safely said that practically all of these people before death were 
without Christ and without hope in the world (the saddest 
plight in which a person can be) many of them having never 
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The gloom of this distressing 
condition impresses me with its sadness and with the great need 
of the Gospel here in Japan; does it not impress you, my Jbrother 
and my sister in the Lord ?

Your brother in His great service,
Herman J. F ox.

THE JAPAN BUILDING FUND.
We have undertaken to raise $10,000 with which to buy 

ground and erect two houses for missionaries to occupy, the same 
to be held as church property and be maintained in good repair 
by the missionaries. We are pleased at the favor with which the 
proposition has met. Even since coming to Japan and being de
prived of personal contact with the churches the giving has been 
good. We have now raised a little over half of the amount; have 
nought ground in the country for 999 years; and ordered work 
begun. It is desirable to get a family out there this fall to look 
after the work locally and at two points adjacent where there are 
brethren who greatly need attention. Bro. T. Iliratsuka, now 
in medical college, desires to establish a hospital near this misson 
residence when he finishes his course. We are negotiating for 
the purchase of a house here in Tokyo which may be available 
any day (if the owner finds a place to move) as we are about to
gether on the price. These transactions call for cash and we take 
this method of inviting an immediate response sufficient to meet 
the needs. Readers of this notice are requested to consider that 
the work is the Lord’s ; that it is important; that many brethren 
with willing hearts can at once meet this need; that it is expen
sive and laborious to write letters or mail circulars; and that 
such calls as this should not have to be oft repeated. Will you 
therefore do what the Lord has made you able to do at once? 
Remit by New York Draft (or personal check if draft is not con
venient) payable to J . M. McCaleb, 68 Zoshigava, Tokyo, Japan. 
There is also need for means to clear the balance due on the 
Bishop-Vincent lot in Mvogadani, Tokyo, and we shall be pleased 
to know of brethren making prompt gifts for this fund to Elders,, 
College Congregation, Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas.

Don Garlos J anes.
J .  M. McCaleb.
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FIRST LORD’S DAY LESSON OF AUGUST.
Lesson 6. August 7, 1921.

PA L L  IN CYPRU S AND IN ANTIOCH OF P ISID IA .
Golden T ext: Ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem , and in all

Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8. 
Lesson T ext: Acts 13:1-12.

1. Now there were at Antioch, 
in the church that was there, 
prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
and Symon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen 
the foster-brother of Herod the te- 
trarch, and Saul. 2 And as they 
ministei'ed to the Lord, and fasted, 
the Holy Spirit said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. 3 
Then, when they had fasted and 
prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. 4 So 
they, being· sent forth by the Holy 
Spirit, went down to Seleucia; and 
from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 
5 And when they were at Salamis, 
they proclaimed the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jew s: and 
they had also John as their attend
ant. 6 And when they had gone 
through the whole island unto Pa
phos, they found a certain sorcerer, 
a false prophet, a Jew, whose name 
was B ar-Jesus; 7 who was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of 
understanding. The same called 
unto him Barnabas and Saul, and 
sought to hear the word of God. 8 
But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is 
his name by interpretation) with
stood them, seeking to turn aside 
the proconsul from the faith. 9 But 
Saul, who is also called Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, fastened his 
eyes on him, 10 and said, 0  full of 
all guile and all villany, thou son of 
the devil, thou enemy of all right
eousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the 
Lord? 11 And now, behold, the 
hand of the Lord is upon thee, and 
thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immediately 
there fell on him a mist and a dark
ness; and he went about seeking 
some to lead him by the hand. 12 
Then the proconsul, when he saw 
what was done, believed, being as
tonished at the teaching of the 
Lord.

Read Introduction to this Lesson, in 
Notes.
Verses 1, 2. W hat have we learned 
of the church at Antioch thus fa r?  
(See Acts 11:19-30). How many 
prophets and teachers labored in this 
church ? For what object did they la
bor? Eph. 4:11, 12. Who is men
tioned fh’st, who last?  W hat is meant 
by “ministered to the Loi’d” ? (Cp. 
Rom. 12:11b; Acts 6 :4 ; 1 Tim. 1:12). 
What else were they doing? Have 
we command to fa s t?  Who took a 
hand in this m atter? Did the Spirit 
work by strange, dark impulses or 
did He speak openly and plainly? 
Comp. Acts 8 :29; 10:19, 20. What did 
the Spirit say ?
Verse 3. How did those brethren com
ply with the Spirit’s order? What 
was the significance of the laying on 
of hands? (See Notes). Would such 
proceeding be out of the way today ? 
(N otes). Who is said to have “sent 
them away” in v. 3 ? Who in v. 4 ? 
When a thing is done by the Spirit’s 
orders, who has done it?
Verses 4, 5. Here begins Paul’s first 
missionary journey. W hat four geo
graphical names in vs. 4-6 ? What 
was Cyprus? (See map). W hat did 
they do at Salamis ? W hat is it to 
“proclaim the word of God” ? Who 
was with them? Where was he men
tioned before? (12:25).
Verses 6-8. What place was at the 
other end of Cyprus? W hat sort of 
adversary did they find there? Of 
what nationality was he ? W hat was 
his profession ? To whom had this 
impostor attached him self? Of what 
tui-n of mind was Sergius Paulus? 
W hat did Elymas try  to do ? Why ? 
Is the truth ruinous to false proph
ets? From what did he try  to turn 
Sergius Paulus aside? W hat is 
meant by th at?  Comp. Gal. 1:23. 
Verses 9-11. W hat name is here (and 
ever after this) given to Saul? In 
what power did he speak these 
woi’ds? What did he say Elymas 
was full of? Whose son was he? 
Comp. John 8:44. Of what was he
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enemy? What had he made it his business to do? What sentence of punish
ment? Was the sentence limited or unlimited? How was Elymas an illus
tration of disobedient Israel? 1 Thess. 2 :15 ; Rom. 11:8-10:25. What proved 
that Paul’s sentence was not merely human words? Does the Lord back all 
the other words of His apostles in the same way? (Cp. Matt. 16:19).

Versel2. W hat effect did this demonstration of Divine power produce 
on Sergius Paulus? At what was he astonished? (Comp. Mark 1:27).

NOTES ON LESSON 6.
INTRODUCTION TO THIS LESSON.

“He is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles and 
the kings and the children of Israel,” said the Lord concerning Paul. For all 
that Paul had to undergo a preliminary testing of several years—at Damas
cus, Jerusalem , back home at Tarsus, and then for a year with the church 
at Antioch, before the Loi’d would count him faithful, and send him forth 
upon his larger mission. F irst he was proved; then he was approved; then 
the great door was opened to him. The workers for Christ today need still 
to be proved before they should be approved and entrusted with important 
service whether at home or abroad in the mission field. The present lesson 

• marks the hour when at last Paul, having been tested and found faithful in 
a smaller sphere, was sent out upon his real life-work, the destined task 
whereunto he had been separated from his mother’s womb and called by 
God’s grace. (Gal. 1:15).
LAYING ON OF HANDS.

The significance of this ceremony consists in the delegating of one’s 
work or responsibility to another. Moses laid his hands on Joshua that 
Joshua might be vested with Moses’ power and authority that he might car
ry on the work \vhich Moses was about to relinquish. Aaron laid his hands 
on the scape-goat, in the name of the people, that the latter might bear the 
people’s burden of sin for them. (Lev. 16:21). The apostles thus delegated 
seven men of the church to do a necessary work on their behalf. (Acts 6). 
In this nresent case the leaders of the church sent out Paul and Barnabas 
to do the work of missionaries on the church’s behalf. Every church may so 
send forth worthy workers and preachers from its midst; and if this were 
more generally practiced by the churches it would put an end to much 
irresponsible preaching by irresponsible men. A preacher thus sent forth 
from his home-congregation would be, and would feel himself to be, ac
countable to his home congregation for the way he conducted himself and 
discharged his solemn task. And that would be wholesome for both the 
preacher and the church, and orderly; and it would promote a respect for 
God’s workers and the Lord’s work. Note that this laying on of hands was 
accompanied by fasting and prayer— of which practice there is not enough 
in our day. The servants of God in those times took their work very seri
ously. Our modern lack of spiritual power is traceable to lack of earnest
ness in faith and purpose. Fasting and prayer would help the matter 
greatly.
THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH

Came into existence through the labors of those who were scattered 
from Jerusalem  (Acts 8 :4) and who dared to preach to the Gentiles. The 
Antioch church was wholly or chiefly made up of Gentile Converts. It be
came the new radiating center of the gospel.
THE GOLDEN TEXTS.

“Acts 1 :8” is a t cnce the key-text and ground-plan of the whole book 
of Acts. Chapters 1-7 are set in Jerusalem; in chapter 8 the gospel goes out 
into all Judea and Sam aria; and the preparations for the last stage, “unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” run from 8:26 through the 12th chapter. In 
this lesson we see an apostle beginning to go out to carry the gospel to the 
bounds of the known world.
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PAUL AT ANTIOCH IN I’lSID IA .
Paul’s sojourn at Antioch, and the repoi’t of the sermon he preached 

there (Acts 13:13-51) belongs to this lesson, but is not included in the print
ed text. It should be studied by the teacher, and briefly gone over in class. 
Distinguish carefully between this Antioch, and the other city by the same 
name from which the apostle was sent forth. Find the places on the map. 
Where did John Mark quit them? (v. 13). That led to important conse
quences later.

SECOND LORD’S DAY LESSON OF AUGUST.
Lesson 7. August 14, 1921.

PAUL IN ICONIUM AND LYSTRA .
Golden Text: Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 

ihou serve. Matt. 4:10.
Lesson T ext: Acts 14:8-20.

8. And at Lystra there sat a cer
tain man, impotent in his feet, a 
cripple from his mother’s womb, 
who never had walked. 9 The same 
heard Paul speaking: who, fasten
ing his eyes upon him, and seeing 
that he had faith to be made whole, 
10 said with a loud voice, Stand up
right on thy feet. And he leaped up 
and walked. 11 And when the mul
titude saw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voice, saying in 
the speech of Lycaonia, The gods 
are come down to us in the likeness 
of men. 12 And they called Barna
bas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercury, be
cause he was the chief speaker. 13 
And the pi'iest of Jupiter whose 
temple was before the city, brought 
oxen and garlands unto the gates, 
and would have done sacrifice with 
the multitudes. But when the apos- 
:tles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of 
it, they rent their garments, and 
sprang forth among the multitude, 
crying out 15 and saying, Sirs, why 
do ye these things? We also are 
men of like passions with you, and 
bring you good tidings, that ye 
should turn from these vain things 
unto a living God, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and all that in them is: 16 who in 
the generations gone by suffered all 
the nations to walk in their own 
ways. 17 And yet he left not him
self without witness, in that he did 
good and gave you from heaven 
rains and ^fruitful seasons, filling 
your hearts with food and gladness. 
18 And with these sayings scarce 
restrained they the multitudes from 
doing sacrifice unto them. 19 But

On “Paul in Iconium” see Notes. 
Verses 8-10. Of what earlier miracle 
does this remind us? (Acts 3. Com
pare the two carefully and mark the 
similarities and the diffei’ences).* 
What did Paul perceive (perhaps 
from his expression) the cripple had? 
Was “faith” always required in order 
to healing? (See Notes). Why did 
the words addressed to him by Paul 
have such a power? Luke 1:37. How 
did the impotent man avail himself of 
the power of God’s word? Can this 
still be done along moral and spiritual 
lines? IIow? (Cp. for example, 
Eph. 5 :14).
Verses 11-13. W hat did the crowd 
who saw it conclude at once? Is pop
ular judgment often right? (On “Ju 
piter” and “Mercury” see Notes). 
What did the priest of Jupiter a t
tempt to do?
Verses 14-17. Did the apostles allow 
that? (In what sense was Barnabas 
also an apostle? See Notes). Wrhat 
did they do? W hat did they declare 
themselves to be? On what errand 
had they come? W hat explanation 
of the long silence of this God? Has 
Re now at length visited the nation 
again? Acts 15:14; 17:30. Even
during those times did God leave 
Himself wholly without witness? 
How did He continually manifest 
Himself to the Gentiles?
Verse 18. Was it easy, even with all 
this, to restrain the multitudes from 
worshipping them? (W hat miracle- 
worker will come some of these 
times, and will both accept and de
mand worship? 2 Thess. 2 :3-12). 
Verses 19, 20. W hat illustration here 
of the fickleness of the populace?
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there came Jews thither from An
tioch and Iconium: and having· per
suaded the multitudes, they stoned 
Paul, and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing that he was dead. 
20 But as the disciples stood round 
about him, he rose up, and entered 
into the city: and on the morrow he 
went forth with Barnabas to Derbe.

(Comp. Matt. 21:9 and 27:20). Who 
were the instigators of the assault? 
(1 Tim. 2:15). What was done to 
Paul? Was he dead? Where did he 
go on the morrow? What good 
fru it came of this hard work in this 
hard field? Acts 16:1-3.

NOTES ON LESSON 7.

THE HEALING O F TH E LAME MAN AT LYSTRA .
The sim ilarity between this miracle and the one in Acts 3 is very 

marked. There are some striking differences also. It is not clear that the 
beggar at the Temple-gate in Acts had personal faith in Christ. He did not 
look upon the apostle as Christ’s empowered ambassadors, but merely as 
ordinary men, of whom he expected only an alms. The command to walk 
was addressed to him in the name of Christ; but the apostle took him by 
the hand and raised him up; during which act his feet and ankles received 
strength, and he “leaping up stood and began to walk.” The statement in 
Acts 3:16 does not make it entirely clear whether it was through the lame 
man’s faith, or the apostles’ faith that the miracle was accomplished.

But in the case at Lystra Paul perceived, it may be by the listener’s eager 
countenance, that he had faith in Jesus Christ as the Lord who has all 
power; and through the special authority conferred upon the apostles to 
use such healing power, this faith could avail to the healing of the body 
also. An examination of the miracles of healing reveals the fact that faith 
was not always a required condition. (See, e. g., Luke 4 :33; 7:11-18; 13:11- 
17; 22:50, 51; John 5:1-9, etc.) This man had faith to be healed, and at the 
word of command, of himself leaped up and walked.
JU P IT E R  AND M ERCURY.

Jupiter was the chief of the gods of the Gi'eeks and Romans. Mercury 
was the swift messenger of the gods, himself also the god of commerce. 
It has been inferred from this that Barnabas was more m ajestic and impos
ing of appearance than Paul. (Cp. 2 Cor. 10:10). This, however states that 
they called Paul Mei’cury because “he was chief speaker.”
PAUL AND BARN ABA S, “A P O STL ES.”

An “anostle” is really nothing more than “one sent” as a messenger, 
representative, or ambassador. Paul and Barnabas were both sent out by 
authority of the Holy Spirit, to carry the word of the gospel to foreign 
lands. In this sense they wore both apostles. But Paul was what Barnabas 
wasn’t— an apostle of Jesus Christ— an inspired messenger and representa
tive of the Lord Jesus, clothed in full power as Christ’s ambassador, and a 
personal witness of the risen Christ. (1 Cor. 9 :1 ; 2 Cor. 5 :20 ; Gal. 1 :1).

PAUL AT ICONIUM. Acts 14:1-7.
This part of the lesson is not in the printed text. From what place did 

they go to Iconium? (13:51). Trace all the points since their departure 
from Antioch— Seleusia; (Cyprus) Salamis, Paphos; Perga, Antioch 
(Pisidia) Iconium, Lystra.— At Iconium they entered into the synagog of 
the Jew s and “so spake that a great multitude both of Jews and Greeks 
believed.” Again it was the disobedient Jew s that raised trouble; but the 
two men remained there a long time, “speaking boldly in the Lord, who bare 
witness unto the word of his grace, granting signs and -wonders to be done 
by their hands.” At last when the city was divided over them, and an at- 
temot was in preparation by a mob of Jews and Gentiles to m istreat them 
they fled to Lycaonia, and preached the gospel at Lystra, Derbe, and there
about.
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THIRD LORD’S DAY LESSON OF AUGUST.
Lesson 8. August 21, 1921.

PAUL P R E P A R E S FOR WORLD CONQUEST.

Golden T ext: But we believe that we shall be saved through the grace 
of the Lord Jesus. Acts 15:11.

Lesson T ext: Acts 15:36 to 16:5.

36. And after some days Paul 
said unto Barnabas, Let us return 
now and visit the brethren in every 
city wherein we proclaimed the 
word of the Lord, and see how they 
fare. 37 And Barnabas was mind
ed to take with them John also, who 
was called Mark. 38 But Paul 
thought not good to take with 
them him who withdrew from them 
from Pamphylia, and went not with 
them to the work. 39 And there 
arose a sharp contention, so that 
they parted asunder one from the 
other, and Barnabas took Mark 
with him, and sailed away unto Cy
prus: 40 but Paul chose Silas, and 
went forth, being commended by 
the brethren to the grace of the 
Lord. 41 And he went thi-ough 
Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
churches.

16 And he came also to Derbe 
and to Lystra: and behold, a cer
tain disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewess that 
believed; but his father was a 
Greek. 2 The same was well re
ported of by the brethren that 
were at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Him 
would Paul have to go forth with 
him; and he took and circumcised 
him because of the Jews that were 
in those parts: for they all knew 
that his father was a Greek. 4 And 
as they went on their way through 
the cities, they delivered them the 
decrees to keep which had been or
dained of the apostles and elders 
that were at Jerusalem . 5 So the 
churches were strengthened in the 
faith, and increased in number 
daily.

Jewish Christian would circumcision 
Christ is concerned? Gal. 5 :6 ; 6:15.

Read Notes on what important things 
happened between last lesson and this. 
Verse 36. Where are Paul and B ar
nabas at this tim e? Acts 15:35. What 
did Paul now propose? Was a special 
Divine 1’evelation necessary for this 
mission as for the first? (Acts 13 :I f ) .  
Why not? When a man has been in
strumental in planting a congrega
tion, should he feel an obligation to 
see after them afterw ard?
Verses 37 :39. What did Barnabas 
want to do again? How had John 
Mark failed them before? (13:13). 
W hat possible explanation of B ar
nabas’ forbearance toward John 
M ark? Col. 4:10. Why did Paul ob
je c t?  Was Paul right? Was Barna
bas right, too? Did Mark “make 
good” in the end? (Col. 4 :10 ; 2 Tim. 
4:11; 1 Peter 5 :13). W hat was the 
result of this difference between Paul 
and Barnabas? W hat explanation of 
Barnabas going to Cyprus? Acts 
4:36.
Verses 40, 1. Who was Silas? (vs. 
22, 27, 32). Did they leave with the 
approbation of the brethren ? Through 
what two countries did they pass? 
Doing what? How are churches con
firmed? Acts 14:22.

Chapt. 16:1-3. By what route did 
they go to Lystra and Derbe before? 
(Acts 13:4, 13, 14, 51; 14 :6). How 
this tim e? Whom did Paul pick up 
here? Did Timothy prove worthy? 
(Phil. 2:19-23). Did Timothy have a 
good name among the brethren? Is 
that something to be desired? (Prov. 
22 :1). Why did Paul circumcise 
him ? Why did he not circumcise 
Titus? Gal. 2:3-5. If  Gentiles were 
circumcised what would it mean? 
Gal. 5:2-4. Even in case of a 

be of any value, so fa r  as salvation in

Verses 4, 5. W hat “decrees” were these? (See Acts 15:19-29, and 
Notes). What was the effect of this their ministry among the churches?



W O R D  A N D  W O R K 253

NOTES ON LESSON 8.
BETW EEN  TH E LESSO N S.

Certain very important things transpired since preceding lesson, which 
shed a light upon Paul’s work in this lesson.
1. The Ending of the F irst Missionary Journey.

The farthest point reached was Dcrbe. Then Paul and Barnabas re
traced their steps to Lystra (unafraid, though Paul had been stoned 
there); Iconium; Antioch in Pisidia; confirming the souls of the disciples 
along the way, and appointing elders in all the congregations; back to Per
ga, and Attalia (not previously mentioned) and thence, by ship, back to 
their starting-point, Antioch in Syria. There they gathered the church to
gether and rehearsed all things that God had done with them, and that He 
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
2. The Gentile Question Settled at Jerusalem.

Now arose a crisis of first magnitude. Up to the time the Gentiles came 
in, the church seemed only a movement within the Jewish religion. But 
now the question arose whether the Gentile converts were, as proselytes, 
through circumcision, to be incorporated into the Jewish nation, as obedient 
followers of the law of Moses. Jewish national pride would gladly have 
seen such an extension of their nation over all the earth (Gal. 6:12, 13); but 
they could not tolerate the thought of fellowshipping the Gentile converts 
as Gentiles. So those false Christians who were Jews above everything 
else brought pressure to bear to achieve these their aims. It must have 
been a great consternation to the Gentile Christians to hear from certain 
Jewish brethren who had come down from Judea that they must be circum
cised and keep the law of Moses in order to be saved. Of course Paul knew 
that this was false; but refrained from trying to settle the matter by his 
authoritative and inspired apostolic dictum. This thing must be settled at 
Jerusalem—the very center of Jewish Christianity and original fountain
head of the gospel. So after some discussion at Antioch, the church there 
sent Paul and Barnabas with others to Jerusalem to the apostles and eld
ers about this question.—At Jerusalem they were gladly received and told 
the story of God’s work among the Gentiles. But certain Pharisee-breth
ren insisted that these Gentiles must be circumcised and charged to keep 
the law of Moses. In an open meeting of the apostles and elders, after 
much debating among the crowd, Peter made a speech that silenced the mul
titude. James followed with another speech, in which he showed that the 
reception of believing Gentiles as Gentiles was in harmony with the pro
phetic word and God s ultimate program. Then the apostles, elders, with 
the whole church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, prepared a message 
to the Gentiles reassuring them, and requesting them only to observe certain 
necessary and righteous restraints, that they might be void of offense to
ward God and man. This was “the deex-ees” which Paul and Silas distribu
ted along their course.
THE T IT L E  OF TH IS LESSON.

If Paul was “Preparing for World-Conquest” he was not conscious of 
it. However it  was destined of the Lord that (though very much against 
his own plans) Paul should carry the gospel over into Europe on this trip. 
Not until the law-and-circumcision question had been authoritatively settled, 
(and that, too, at Jerusalem, above all places) and the status of the Gentile 
believer in the church, as on par with the Jew, had been detei’mined, could 
the gospel go out to Europe. But now the way is clear and Paul is sn the 
way to the continent of the Gentiles.
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Lesson 9. August 28, 1921.
FROM ASIA TO EUROPE.

Golden Text: And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt 
be saved, thou and thy house. Acts 16:31.

Lesson Text: Acts 16:6-18.

FOURTH LORD’S DAY LESSON OF AUGUST.

6. And they went through the 
region of Phrygia and Galatia, hav
ing been forbidden of the Holy 
Spirit to speak the word in Asia; 7 
and when they were come over 
against Mysia, they assayed to go 
into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Je 
sus suffered them not; 8 and pass
ing by Mysia, they came down to 
Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to 
Paul in the night: There was a man 
of Macedonia standing, beseeching 
him, and saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us. 10 And 
when he had seen the vision, 
straightway we sought to go forth 
into Macedonia, concluding that 
God had called us to preach the 
gospel unto them. 11 Setting sail 
therefore from Troas, we made a 
straight course to Samothrace, and 
the day following to Neapolis; 12 
and from thence to Philippi, which 
is a city of Macedonia, the first of 
the district, a Roman colony: and 
we were in this city tarrying cer
tain days. 13 And on the sabbath 
day we went forth without the gate 
by a river side, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and we 
sat down, and spake unto the wo
men that were come together. 14 
And a certain woman named Lydia, 
a seller of purple, of the city of 
Thyatira, one that worshipped God, 
heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened to give heed unto the things 
which were spoken by Paul. 15 And 
when she was baptized, and her 
household, she besought us, saying, 
If ye have judged me to be faithful 
to the Lord, come into my house, 
and abide there. And she con
strained us. 16 And it came to 
pass, as we were going to the place 
of prayer, that a certain maid hav
ing a spirit of divination met us, 
who brought her masters much 
gain by sooth-saying. 17 The same 
following after Paul and us cried 
out, saying, These men are servants 
of the Most High God, who pro
claim unto you the way of salva-

(Be sure to read the Notes).
Verses 6-8. Why did not Paul preach 
in the province of Asia? Why did he 
not go to Bithynia ? Why did he go 
to Troas? (Notes). What was the 
Holy Spirit’s object in shutting him 
out of Asia and Bithynia? Find the 
location of these names on map. 
Verses 9, 10. How did God further 
direct Paul’s course after he had 
reached Troas ? In what continent 
was Macedonia? (Europe). How 
did Paul interpret the vision?
Verses 11, 12. Once started what 
sort of course did the ship make? 
Which city in Europe had the honor 
of receiving the gospel fii’st?
Verse 13. Was there a synagog at 
Philippi? Where did the worshippers 
of God meet on the Sabbath ? Who 
were come together at that riverside? 
What did Paul and his companions do 
there ?
Verses 14, 15. What woman was first- 
fruit of the gospel in Europe? What 
did the Lord do for her? What is 
meant by “give heed” ? (Heb. 2:1). 
What in verse 15 indicates that bap
tism was the well-known regular step 
always taken in every case of conver
sion? How did her new-found faith 
and love at once show itself?
Verse 16. Who met Paul on the way? 
How was this girl afflicted? How did 
she bring gain to her masters? Could 
she really “tell fortunes” ? (See 
Notes).
Verses 17, 18. What did she cry af
ter Paul and his companions? Was 
that strictly true? Why then was 
Paul grieved about it? Is it true that 
it makes no difference where the 
truth comes from, so long as it is the 
truth? Did this maid do this only 
once? What did Paul finally do? 
Did he address the maid, or the evil 
spirit that was in her? Did the Lord 
Jesus ever address the person of the 
demon-possessed, or always only the 
evil spirits? (Always and only the 
latter). The sequel of this incident 
belongs to the next lesson.
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tion. 18 And this she did for many days. But Paul being sore troubled, 
turned and said to the spirit, I charge thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her. And it came out that very hour.

NOTES ON LESSON 9.
THE GOSPEL DIRECTED TO EUROPE.

Passing through Phrygia and Galatia Paul and his companions (Silas 
and Timothy) would have gone into “Asia” which lay on their left. The 
name “Asia” belonged there only to a province in what is now called “Asia 
Minor.” The Holy Spirit forbade them to enter that province at that time. 
(Later Paul preached there). So they went onward and attempted to go 
into Bi'hynia, straight ahead to the north. But again the Spirit (here called 
“the Spirit of Jesus”) interfered. There was then nothing left to do but to 
turn westward and go on, which they did until they reached the coast at 
Troas. There God by a vision indicated to Paul that he was needed and 
wanted over in Macedonia, a province in the Grecian peninsula, just across 
the Aegean sea, and belonging to the continent of Europe. Paul responded 
to this direction; and preached first in the Macedonian city, Philippi. This 
was the first entrance of an apostolic messenger of Christ into Europe.
“THEY” AND “WE.”

Notice the change of pronouns from “they” in verses 6-8, to “us” and 
“we” from verse 10 on. This indicates that Luke, the inspired wi’iter of 
both the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts, joined Paul’s party at Troas. 
It is “they” again after v. 17; and “we” once more from 20:6 to 21:18; and 
again, in chapters 27 and 28, where Luke doubtless shared with Paul the 
perilous journey to Rome. (See also Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11).
THE SOOTHSAYER IN PHILIPPI.

The revulsion from the ignorant superstitions of the past has tended to 
swing modern thought to an opposite extreme. There are certain phenom
ena, however, that cannot be explained upon any merely natural basis. The 
word of God, clean and true as it always is, informs us soberly of the exist
ence of evil spirits and their activity among men. Such a case meets us in 
this lesson. A “spirit of divination,” a “Python,” as the Greek has it, had 
taken possession of this unfortunate maid and had endowed her with a pre- 
ter-natural knowledge which enabled her to divulge secrets, and in a meas
ure foretell future events. The “demons” are of cours not omniscient, nor 
infallible; but they evidently know many things that are hidden from men. 
Hence such a spirit-possession could render its victims “clairvoyant” and 
endow them with various strange “psychic powers.” But all this is only and 
wholly evil and of the Evil one; and absolutely hateful and abominable to 
God. Those who deal with foi'tune-tellers, psychics, clairvoyants, spiritual
ist mediums, and the like, are trafficking with the powers of hell, and work
ing out their own sure condemnation and destruction. Deut. 18:10-14.

Paul, like the Lord Jesus Christ, would accept of no testimony from 
such a source. What the soothsayer cried after Paul was indeed perfectly 
true. The devil deals in truth in order to cloak fatal errors, or to get the 
ears and confidence of the people. Therefore neither the Lord nor His apos
tles would lend even the appearance of an endorsement to even the truth 
which came from this evil source. What a warning to those who are “ready 
to recognize truth no matter where it comes from”! Never receive anything 
from an evil source, nor any teaching from any man who has denied the 
fundamentals of the faith.
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ANOTHER LIST OF COMMENDATIONS.
Unsolicited Estim ates of “Great Songs of The Church.”

“ ‘Great Songs of The Chui’ch’ is, without a single exception, the best 
song book ever got out by our brethren, and the best hymn book I have ever 
seen. . . .  I guard my copy Ike a bag of gold. . . .  A neat appearing book, 
one that no one would be ashamed to hand to the King of England. . . .  I 
really cannot find enough adjectives to expi*ess my appreciation of the book. 
. . . . Very favorably impressed with your alphabetical arrangement of the 
songs, running them like the w'ords in a dictionary. That’s fine. Well, the 
whole work is without a fault.”—Wm. G. Klingman, Nashville, Tenn.

“You have a fine title and a fine book.”—Wm. J . Kirkpatrick, Phila
delphia.

“It is the best book that has come under my observation. It has met 
the unqualified approval of those to whom I have lent it, and there are many 
people in our little congregation who really know good music.”—E. E. Beck, 
Chicago.

“I do not hesitate to recommend this song book to any church.”—A. S. 
Croom, Harper, Kan.

“We are highly pleased with the book and think the collection of songs 
the best ever.”—R. A. Zahn, Dugger, Ind.

“The collection is unsurpassed, the arrangement is unique, and the in
dexes are perfect.”—Ralph G. Schell, Toronto, Ont., Can.

“We received the song books in due time and are using them now. I 
do not hesitate to pronounce the book the best collection of songs for all
round religious work—praise, worship, edification—that I have ever seen.”— 
Willis H. Allen, Jacksonville, Fla.

“I am not able to say too much in praise of the song book. I am and 
have been familiar with many of our song books for forty-five years, and 
feel competent to judge. It is just the book we need for all church work and 
worship.”—I). F. Gill Allensville, Ky.

“The best book that I have ever seen.”— C. W. Jack, Crawfordsville, Ind.
“We used ‘Great Songs of The Church’ in the worship today and find it 

is just the book that we need in the work here. I believe that these books 
will prove to be faithful missionaries, calling men and women to Jesus 
Christ.”—J. H. Bowman, Honolulu, Hawaii.

“This is to acknowledge receipt of ‘Great Songs of The Church’ and 
they surely are ‘Great!’ ’’—Harry Fox, Tokyo, Japan.

“Congratulations are due you on the new song book, in appearance, ar
rangement and contents.”—O. D. Bixler, Tokyo, Japan.

“It is splendid.”—H. L. Richardson, Carman, Manitoba, Can.
“ ‘Great Songs of The Church’ compiled by E. L. Jorgenson and pub

lished by Word and Work, Louisville, Ky., is the best song book that it has 
been my privilege to examine. No pains have been spared to make the book 
the very best in every respct. I have always thought that we ought to have 
a song book that would, upon its merits, be generally adopted by churches 
throughout the country, to be used for years to come. In my judgment, 
‘Great Songs of the Church’ meets this need, and I want to do what I can 
to get brethren to use the book. Once a church is supplied with this book, 
there will be no necessity for paying out any more money for song books 
for several years to come.”—Clarence Teurman, Editor Apostolic Way, 
Union City, Ga.
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