












































28 WORD AND WORK

THIRD LORD’S DAY LESSON OF JANUARY.
January 17, 1926.

Lesson 3.
JESUS AND NICODEMUS.

i begotten
t: God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son,Gt‘l,\‘:: l:v:"llt‘!::sxoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eterna
life.—John 3:16.
Lesson Text: John 3:5-17. B AL
red, Veril verily, Verse 5. To whom was the Lo
1 ssas.rI (:frllltso iﬁzzv,eExc’ept oney’be born sus speaking ? Who wa§dNt1cogtierx:u:1.-
of water and the Spirit, he cannot What had the Lord said to

o the kingdom of God. 6 ready in verse 37 How does He re-

eTx}x;c:: v}\rrgich is born of the flesh is peat it now? What two elements in

i i i i t so born
2 that which is born of the this new birth? If one is no .
g(;siﬂrli’t ﬁgdspirit. 7 Marvel not that (éir:l 9he enter into the kingdom of
id unto thee, Ye must be born x0C° .
fxni::r. %nThe wind bloweth where it Verses 6, 7. Does a marlt ggﬁt%meng
will, and thou hearest thﬁ voiqi ?lrltiualngtr}’g b\% hnaituir: ®, ele dedato
thereof, but knowest not whence 1 evelop? ? 4 ki
hither it goeth: so is make him more than a fleshly ?
gt‘)’zn;;dgnzn&:: ils born o% the Spirit. Is 1&: s{'range tllen b;hzla.)to l?I}‘xe ;;‘%1;1 J esu;
9 Nicodemus answered and said un- sal ou mus : . this' ‘new
im. How can these things be? whom are they born in
% ?:aglﬁs atr’lswered and sai d unto birth? (See Johq’ 1:12, 13)é.4‘isre all
him, Art thou the teacher of Is- men sons of God? (Johnh. ).b =
real’ and understandest not these ’:’}frse.&d "W}éz;f;l ‘iv :olstieu?”er% :‘n owe
ings? IVril,veril,Isayun- e wind? ; gEll A
:};u::%fae, XINe :pegk tha,ts,7 which }Yi tell vgher‘xz%l atlto%ci;nesagr wzvh;l;gzi ‘;2
know, and bear witness of that goes: g = G 1.t
which we have seen; and ye receive ?.bout it? In wha _lzes;fgk i onat iy
itness. 12 If 1 told you is born of the Spirit like ?
ggf't}?;l; tvl?ﬁngs and ye believe not, (He, fls tkrtlp\r)l only by his outward
pelieve if I tell you manifesta ion). ; g
%:;vve%;utﬁ’ﬁ\gs?l 13 And no one Verses 9, 10. .What did Nlcot}l\emui‘
hath ascended into heaven, but he ask? Should Nlcodemushqs .::eac er O
that descended out of heaven, even Israel have understood t ésd, e
the Son of man, who is in heaven. Verses 11-13. What do 3 0 ds s;:)o }exai
14 And as Moses lifted up the ser- énent ;nd grogh:r'glinigzak, ‘?I%wod :vthe
pent in the wilderness, even so must do they ear Wit D'll R v
be lifted up; 15 people receive it? id they
?ﬁgtswhg;foeggnbelfeveth m'fy in fuse testimony concerning. ear}'lthly
him have eternal life. 16. For God things, which they could verllf}lr{ 'ci er(ril-
so loved the world, that he gave his se}ves? What would they }1‘ ely 1o
only begotten Son, that whosoevghr mth vtes‘;c&rﬁlgngrnly 8&22:: 2 Wt;avferr; X\
1 i hould not perish, ings?
%ﬁléeﬁzt}é %Ytlex}}rllgi ?ifz. 17 Fg)r God hﬁ.awen" to tell us about heavenly
the Son into the world to things:
?fxggeng}txe v:orld; but that the world :;ersgs 14’f1§r;anv‘yha\{7;v }xgxisgsbreng::f 1'23
i on 0 ? 3
should be saved through hlm.. |th?s? e 0 tew %31)f Vthy nﬁu;'i
i 9 Could any man have received life, eternal & e. from Hi
E:c:);t Qﬁgiigufﬂis (::leath? How was this preﬁgured in the Old Testament?
. 21:4-9). 3 ;
(Seevl\i;lgzblgl W%)cm did God love? What kind gf worlq was it H:, ?<1>
loved? How much did God love it? For w}}a’c did God give Hlsn§on(.R .
John 4:10). How much else is included in this greatest Gift of all? R, ho ;
8:32) "Why did God give His Son? If He had not done this would a11 t;alve
périsl:led? Who of all the world will not perish now? What sha ey
have ? i . 6:23. 7 : :
have\.ferg: 1111’;; R€Vr:s it God’s object in sending His Scn, to judge or con-
demn the world? What was His object? Read also V. 18.
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NOTES ON LESSON 3.
THE TALK WITH NICODEMUS. ¥

Who came in the silent night to have a talk with the Lord J esus? Nico-
demus, a ruler of the Jews, a teacher in Israel. ile acknowledged the Di-
vine mission of the Lord Jesus as “a teacher sent from God.” But the Lord
Jesus cut him short by announcing to him that not by more “teaching” but
only by a new birth could he or others ever see the Kingdom of God.
NECESSITY OF THE NEW BIRTH.

Now Niccdemus was a good man. He had to be of unspotted reputation
to have a place in the Sanhedrin as “ruler of the Jews.” He was very re-
ligious, pious, zealous, benevolent, as all the higher class of the Pharisees.
Moreover, according to fleshly descent he was a Hebrew of Hebrews, of the
stock of Israel;—he was one of the ancient covenant-people, the nation to
whom the promises were made. Nevertheless he, as well as all other men,
must be born anew. The deepest need of man is not the need of instruction
nor of reformation; but a new and different life and nature. For the old
t‘:;:;‘his ruined. This new life and nature comes to him from God in a new

Nicodemus asked how it would be possible for a man to be born over
again by his mother. Of course that is not possible. If it were possible it
would not help the matter any: it would leave him again just where he was.
For by our natural birth we became natural fleshly men, and to be born
over t}g:ain would not change that. But we need a birth from above to make
us spiritual men. By our natural birth we became members of the human
family; but by this new birth we become children of God.

“OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT.”

3 :I‘his new birth is “of water and the Spirit.” Here water is water, as
Spirit means Spirit. Not of water only, nor of Spirit without water, but “of
water and the Spirit.” It is to no point to show that “water” is used fig-
uratively in some places. Of course it is, and can be so used. It should be
p_roved that it is used figuratively in this place. But that it is not figura-
tive is shown by its close connection with the Spirit, which certainly is lit-
eral; and by the fact that the gospel-teaching interposes the water before
entrance into the Kingdom of God.

BEGOTTEN AND BORN. - V2

Every birth is preceded by a begetting. This is the imparting of the
new l}fe. The life is conveyed through seed. The seed germinates, and in
due time springs forth out of its place of darkness into the realm of light
and breath of life. That is birth.

We are begotten by incorruptible seed, the word of God which liveth
anq abideth, namely the word of the gospel. (1 Pet. 1:923-25). Those who
believe _that Jesus is the Christ are begotten of God; (1 John 5:1) as many’
as receive Jesus, who believe on His name, have the right to become chil-
dren of God. (John 1:12, 13). This is the begetting. Then comes the birth
of water and the Spirit. The child of God is brought forth in baptism, in
which there is a burial: and death of the old, and a resurrection into the
new life. We are thus baptized into Christ; and if any man is in Christ he
is a new creature. (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12; 9 Cor. 5:17). Then he also be-

.

comes the recipient of the Spirit. (Acts 2:38; Tit. 3:5, 6; Gal. 3:26, 27 and

4:6).
THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS.

Have you read the story in Numb. 21:4-9. “What did that uplifted ser-
pent f_oreshow? This is in close connection with the new birth. It is by
faith in the crucified Savior that the new birth is brought about.

TEACHING POINTS.
1. The necessity of a New Birth: “Except....Except... .Ye must be

""""9. Nicodemus: who and what he was. Even he had to be born anew.
Therefore all need to be.
3. What is the New Birth? Tllustrate by a grain of corn or wheat

(s:ownsiri'zthe earth; or the hatching of an egg. Compare the language of 2
or. 5:17. ;
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4. How are people Born Again? (1) The implanting of the seed
(“begetting”) 1 Il’):t.p1:23-25; receiving it by faith, John 1:12, 13. Then the
birth of “water and the Spirit.” Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:4.

5.  The Serpent in the Wilderness. The story in Numb. 21. See how
it compares with salvation through our crucified Savior.

6. John 3:16. The love of God; whom God so loved and how much He
loved the world. The benefit that comes through this great Gift. To whom
it comes.

7. John 3:17. The object of the missicn of Christ.

QUESTIONS. )
1. To whom was the Lord Jesus 5. How are they born again?
saying these things? (John 3:5).

2. What sort of man was Nicode- 6. Where does f‘water" and “the
mus: (a) as to nationality? (b) Spirit” come in? (Acts 2:38).
as to religion? (c) as to station 7. When, where, why did Moses
in life? “lift up” the serpent in the wil-

3. What words did the Lord Jesus derness? ;
use to show the absolute neces- 8. How was the Son of man lifted
sity of the new birth? up? ;

4. How are men begotten again? 9. On John 3:16—see the questions
1 Pet. 1:23-25. on verse 16 above.

FOURTH LORD’S DAY LESSON OF JANUARY.

Lesson 4. January 24, 1926.
JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN.
Golden Text: With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salva-

tion.—Isa. 12:3.
Lesson Text: John 4:13-26.

13 Jesus answered and said unto First of all see the Beginning of this
her, Every one that drinketh of this Story in the Notes.
water shall thirst again: 14 but Verse 13. What is true of all eaythly
whosoever drinketh of the water waters? Can pleasures satisfy?
that I shall give him shall never wealth? honor? fame? knowledge?
thirst; but the water that I shall Can anything of this world really sat-
give him shall become in him a well isfy the thirst of the soul?
of water springing up unto eter- Verse 14. Who has the water that
nal life. 15 The woman saith unto does satisfy? Is He willing to give
him, Sir, give me this water, that I it? (V. 1.0). Will it only just satis-
thirst not, neither come all the way fy the thirst of him .that' drinks it?
hither to draw. 16 Jesus saith un- What will it become in him? Comp.
to her, Go, call thy husband, and 7:87, 38. ;
come hither. 17 The woman an- Verse 15. What short-cut did the wo-
swered and said unto him, I have man now take? Who had encouraged
no husband. Jesus saith unto her, her to ask for it? (V. 10). Did she
Thou saidst well, I have no hus- have a correct idea of what sort of
band: 18 for thou hast had five “water” this was? But did she do
husbands; and he whom thou now the right thing? -
hast is not thy husband: this hast Verses 16-18. What was the first re-
thou said truly. 19 The woman sponse Jesus made to her request?
saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that Did He know the g.wful secrets .of her
thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers life? Did He point out the sin and
worshipped in this mountain; and ruin of her life to her? Did He do so
ye say, that in Jerusalem is the gently or rudely? Was this woman a
place where men ought to worship. very great sinner?
21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, be- Verse 19. What confidence and con-
lieve me, the hour cometh, when viction concerning Jesus suddenly
neither in this mountain, nor in Je- sprang up in her? Was that true as
rusalem, shall ye worship the Fath- far as it went? But had she learned
er. 22 Ye worship that which ye all the truth abcut Him yet?
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know not: we worship that which Verse 20. What great question did
we know; for salvation is from the she ask Him to settle for her?
Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and Verses 21, 22. What surprising an-
now is, when the true worshippers swer did she get? What did He say
shall worship the Father in spirit about the Samaritan worship? What
and truth: for such doth the Father about Jewish worship? Through what
seek to be his worshippers. 24 nation came all our salvation?
qu is a Spirit: and they that'wor- Verses 23, 24. How would all true
ship him must worship in spirit and worshippers worship the Father?
truth. 25 The woman saith unto Was the hour for that already pres-
him, T know that Messiah cometh ent? Is God desirous of such wor-
(he that is called Christ): when he shippers? What does He tell us
is come; he will declare unto us all about God? Must our worship of
things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I Him be in harmony with His nature
that speak unto thee am he. and being? Can He be approached
by any merely physical act or per-
formance? How only? !

Verses 25, 26. How did the woman reply? Did she seem disposed to
put the problem off till the Messiah came? How did she know of t%le Mes-
siah (Christ)? (The Samaritans had the first five books of the Bible. See
(Ie:p. -Dput.h18:1t]51-_18t). t}YVg%t ﬁtagg:r]ilng thing (}1id Jesus now say to her?

giving her this tru i e put her in touch with the “livin a5 5
(Cp. John 7:387, 88). . Do

NOTES ON LESSON 4.
THE BEGINNING OF THE STORY.

How do we her_‘e suddenly find the Lord Jesus Christ alone in Samaria,
talking to a Samaritan woman? For a reason (indicated in John 4:1, 2) He
left Judea to go to Galilee. Samaria lies between Judea and Galilee; but
there was a way around, which many of the Jews preferred because of the
hate Jews and Samaritans had for each other. But Jesus “must needs”
pass through Samaria that time. About ncon they came to Jacob’s Well,
near Sycharz (T}xat well is still there and is one of the few places certainly
known and gdgntlﬁed). Jesus, wearied with the journey, sat down by the
well. His disciples went away to the nearby town to buy food, leaving Him
alone there. Now came a lone woman of Samaria (at this unusual hour)
to the well to draw water. All this, so natural and accidental, was in the
Bla_n of God. ’.I‘he Lord Jesus opened the conversation by asking a favor:

Give me to 5ir1nk.” “Well, that is funny,” replied the woman, “that you, a
Jew, are asking a Samaritan woman for a drink! You must be awfully
thlrsty.” That was the_fenor of her answer, nct the exact words. But the
Lord ignoring the implied fling, answered her very earnestly and wonder-
fu_lly: If thou_ knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith unto thee,
Give me to, drink, thou wouldest have asked of him and he would have giv-
en thee living wat.er." Ah, yes—it is still so: because they know not the
gift of God, ncr Him who alone can bestow it, they go for ever without it.

But nobody had ever spoken to this woman like that. She felt, more
than understood, the solemn, gracious import of the speech. Though doubt-
fuluand wondering, she now addresses Him with the title of respect, “Sir,”
or “Lord”—“you haye nothing to draw with, and the well is deep, whence
the_n have you this living water of which you speak? You surely do not
claim to be greater than our forefather Jacob”—(the Samaritans mistak-
enly claimed descent from Jacob)—“for he had nothing better to give us or
even for h_lmse_lf than this well. Have you something better than that?”

At this point begins our printed lesson.

TEACHING POINTS.

1. The Beginning of the Story—See John 4:1-12 and Notes. How the
Lord came to be in Samaria; how the conversation was begun; the Lord’s
wonderful speech and offer to the woman, and her amazed question.

2. The waters of the world, and the water Jesus gives.

3. How the Lord began to give her the water
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(a; Showing her her gle;: 'nl:ed and fallure

b) Creating faith in »
21: The plain self-revelation (V. 26).
Consider the bearing of John 7:37, 38 on this.

4. The Sequel. Found in John 4:

27-42.

5. Christ’s Dealing with the Highest and Lowest. See Notes.
QUESTIONS.

How did the Lord come to be in
Samaria? :

Where did He meet the woman?
How did He open conversation?
What free and gracious offer
did He make to the woman if on-
ly she knew two things? (V. 10).
5. ow did the Lord Jesus imply

gota e

L

9. What did Jesus do first of all in
answer to her request? (See
item 3 under Teaching Points).

10. Was this a good woman? Did
she have much knowledge, or
anything else to boast of? Did
the Lord meet her need? Can
He meet everybody’s? ’

that He was greater than fath-., p o great was the difference be-

er Jacob?

6. What did Jesus say of the water
Jacob had given them? Is this
true of all the waters of this
world? .

7. What did He say of the water
which He gives? * What more
would it do than merely satisfy
the thirst of him that drinks it?

8. Did the woman ask for it, ac-
cording to the offer of v. 10?7 Did
she have a very intelligent un-
derstanding of it?

tween her and Nicodemus in the
preceding chapter? In what re-
spect was there no difference?
(gtom. 3:22, 23).

12. What did the Lord say to each,
Nicodemus and the woman at the
well? Did His word to each
apply- equally to the other?

13. Have I drunk of the water Jesus
gives? Has it become in me a
fountain at which others may
drink ? .

FIFTH LORD’S DAY LESSON OF JANUARY.

Lesson 5.

January 31, 1926.

JESUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND MEN.

Golden Text: Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never

thirst.—John 6:35.
Lesson Text: John 6:1-14.

1 After these things Jesus went
away to the other side of the sea of
Galilee, which is the sea of Tibe-
rias. 2 And a great multitude fol-
lowed him, because they beheld the
signs which he did on them that
were sick. 3 And Jesus went up in-
to the mountain, and there he sat
with his disciples. 4 Now the pass-
over, the feast of the Jews, was at
hand. 5 Jesus therefore lifting up
his eyes, and seeing that a great
multitude cometh unto him, saith
unto Philip, Whence are we to buy
bread, that these may eat? 6 And
this he said to prove him: for he
himself knew what he would do. 7
Philip answered him, Two hundred
shillings’ worth of bread is not suffi-
cient for them, that every one may
take a little. 8 Ome of his disci-
ples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s broth-

Verses 1-4. After what things? (Read
John 4:43—5:43 on events between).
Why did the multitudes follow? What
fact, in part, accounts for the multi-
tude? (V. 4).

Verses 5, 6. What did Jesus see?
What hard question did He put to
Philip? Why did He say that to
Philip? Was He Himself at all trou-
bled or perplexed? Is He ever?
Verse 7. What business-like calcula-
tion did Philip make? On how :puch
bread for each one was he count}ng‘!
Even at that, did it seen. impossible?
(Counting a shilling, a day’s wage,
about how much would that be?)
Verses 8, 9. What fact did Andrew
mention? Was he almost ashamed to
have mentioned it? p
Verse 10. The Lord Jesus now taking
charge—what was the first thing He
commanded? In mass or by compan-

-

er, sath unto him, 9 There is a lad
here, who hath five barley loaves,
and two fishes: but what are these
among so many? 10 Jesus said,
Make the people sit down. Now
there was much grass in the place.
So the men sat down, in number
abcut five thousand. 11 Jesus there-
fqre took the loaves; and having
given thanks, he distributed to them
that were set down; likewise also of
the fishes as much as they would.
12 And when they were filled, he
saith unto his disciples, Gather up
the broken pieces which remain
over, that nothing be lost. 13 So
they gathered thém up, and filled
twelve baskets with broken pieces

ies? (Luke 9:14).

Verse 11. What did the Lord Jesus do
next? and then? and lastly? Did
He distribute the food to them per-
scnally or through His disciples?
(Matt. 14:19).

Verses 12, 13. Did they each get only
“g little” as Philip had calculated?
How much did they get? How much
left over? What shows that the Lord
disapproves of waste? What differ-
ence between economy and stingi-
ness?

Verse 14. What deep impression did
this sign make upon the multitude?
Who was “the prophet”? (Deut.
18:15; John 1:21).

from the five barley loaves, which remained over unto them that had eaten.
14 When therefore the people saw the sign which he dd, they said, This is
of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world.

: TEACHING-POINTS.
1. Brief Account of Events between this lesson and the preceding.

See Notes.

2. Multitudes following. Why they followed. (V. 2). Was that a high

motive? (4:48). Did they lose even

that later? (6:26).

3. The Problem of Foed. Why the Lord put the question up to Philip.
But He was not perplexed. He never is, though often we may be, Phil. 4:6, 7.
4. Suggestions to meet the need. (1) Philip’s business-like but hope-

less calculation.

(2) Andrew’s seemingly fcolish mention of the resources

in hand. Yet thaf: is always what we must start from.
5. The Feeding of the 5,000. The Lord Jesus takes the situation in

hand. Mark what follows:
(a) Order.

(b) Turning over all resources to Him.

(c) He takes;

blesses; gives to His disciples; they to the multitude. (d) All are abundant-

ly fed. (e) Economy of the scraps.

6. The apparently profcund effect on the multitude.
hearts were best reached through their stomachs.

(V. 14). Their
But the sequel shows

that their hearts were not really reached.

7. The Golden Text—and how it
(John 6:22-35).

came to be spoken in this connection.

8. Application of the principles of this lesson to any great task and
problem the Lord has laid on His disciples, thcugh they be poor in their re-
sources. Most notably Missions, Mark 16:15.

QUESTIONS.

1. Where did the events of this les-
son take place?

2. About what time was it? (v. 4).

3. Why did the multitudes follow?

4. What hard question did the
Lord put to Philip?

5. Why did He ask Philip that?
Was He puzzled?

6. What did Phil'p answer? Did
Philip seem to think it possible?

7. What did Andrew mention? Did
he think that amounted to any-
thing ?

8. When Jesus took charge—what
did He order first?

9. What three steps are next men-

tioned? (V. 11.)

10. Did the Lord hold the food as
cheap and unworthy of care?
How did He teach economy and
conservation? Is wastefulness
and carelessness a sign of faith?
Can econcmy and liberality go
together?

11. What impression did this s'gn
make on the people?

12. What even did they want to do
in their enthusiasm? (V. 15).
13. Was th's real faith and devotion

to Him? (V. 26).

14, What is the true Bread, and how

is it obtained? (Golden Text).
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