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NOTES ON LESSON 7.

RECALLING CALEB’S FAITHFULNESS Al:hD' GOD’E)rl;g(())nM;fSIsl.‘e e
twelve spies came back from their exp :
(Nur‘;\vb}}e&)ﬂ}czn vgg Zhemp decla;ed th?t (;Chg' conq\::isste otfhE}QeHIéar‘ﬁ) ‘ﬁgsbsélrgv;i)g
impossible. And that in the face of God’s p}'& oy oy iy
them and give them that land for their mheri‘ n PRI 0 sty oo
What they saw counted far more with them t anhw ah o hothing e
unbelief ever cast aside the Jpromlse of God as thoug mgre.nok hea’rt e
t a liar. (1 John 5:10). And theirs was “an evi. £
Ixnr?ll(eelisé(?’?dw(}):ilcha alx}:rays(léemﬂts in :f_glllﬁg a:r:g éz?;?) t(};«; dh?hrlag sggfe'd
:12). But t of the men—Joshua 3 :
ggi?' fp;g;rs t: gi\‘r":zo Caleb even more credit and promléxe}rllcg :‘lganex‘
Joshua, although both a‘:\cte{dl in éailtl;), }l:ega::seihgnljz;tgg).}_xfthe s: tworgtooii
traordinary advantages such as Lale 2 1 X el g
out for God, for the truth of God’s promise, and their pe iy ihrosst
. Phil. 4: . They did not turn back,
God (Comp. Phil. 4:13) to conquer the Land ook Pen
were for following Jehovah wholly. And God apprec - g Y R
ine faith in any heart, then or now. So while ]
Lv:g;:ﬂ%o%zozlge‘r)x;e remandl%d to the (iesert' to tr{xe:l;s)}(:s:};:;ﬁ;n(;:fdt zorlrgs;le&i
d Caleb should survive to enjoy U § %
sI'hoaatag?sslcl,li;iso&;:lsl'xows how faithfully God kept His word with them.

ARDEST TASK. : {
Cnngls(ilj)ge'l(‘)?}tghg kings of Judah, Caleb’s heart was lifted up in the ways

felt through
Chron. 17:6). In holy boldness and confidence he 1
?}fofihﬁeL ggglslzdo ;g;thing )God vaanted done; gi é-‘:: urigtggg “ﬁﬁzlioia.;ﬁiz
him but what seemed the most dangerous an - Aor —-(—)f jucalpe
of Hebron, the stronghold of the @ermble Ar}llg dlm, glf st o
roverb ran, “Who can stand against the chil f(e?i 0 - B 2
Caleb’s faith-anointed eyes the sons of Anak looked no Dbigger )

God that wrought with him was
body else; and he knew that the power of -~ O ek God'e
more than match to all the power of the earth, an o

And so it came to pass. ome
grace he would be more than conquetr’or. ] { o S i

i i , but we will make mention o e
(i o g Sor?f glhll"ig:is:is l;lelieved God they could surmount all

of eltovaly our- God, “] can do all things in him that

obstacles and conquer every foe.
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

TEACHING POINTS.

il heart of
11i Kadesh-Barnea. Numb. 13 and 14., The evi
unbe}i.ef.Re’f‘l}llel;grt :hat Joshua and Caleb took. God’s sent%miebupg‘r’lr ﬁge
unbelieving people and His promise concerning Joshua and Caleb. vy
h", . .
whol;y fg&l&vggsds.{‘emh?:; of God’s Dealings wlit':\ lu;n.. C}ii\%g}) halg Ié’oﬁoﬁ?%ﬁlfﬁ
) has who puts a real trust In m.
l’tg !}?izkg—r_(;nm(;sglsl?! e‘;g}i'l] anyone building on these promises ever be put to
e’ i k be considered
i a hard task. Why" would his task be c

hard?é‘st?calﬁ‘i’s cfha(;g}sll:gnd boldness, and the consequent victory, must have
become a great encouragement to all the rest of the people.

“No life can be true in its purpose—

And pure in its strife £
Aﬁd gll life not be stronger and purer thereby.’

QUESTIONS.
Who was Caleb? 6. What request did Caleb make
" Where did he come into notice now ?

i ted ?
before? 7. Was it gran : £
t Ka- 8. Did it involve an awful task?®
’ X‘é?ﬁfaiii‘é‘iz" ad be taken at Ra- & &7 hat ground did Caleb hope to

i de him? conquer ? .
’ ggl;t ix('ionélsg l}?ltiﬁ(l;lo%hlgapf‘om- 10. Diﬁ Caleb succeed in the task?

ise?
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THIRD LORD’S DAY LESSON OF NOVEMBER

Lesson 8.

November 21, 1926.

JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT.

Golden Text:

Choose you this day whom ye will serve;...... but as

for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.—Josh. 24:15.

Lesson Text: Joshua 24:14-25.

14 Now therefore fear Jehovah,
and serve him in sincerity and in
truth; and put away the gods which
your. fathers served beyond the
River, and in Egypt; and serve ye
Jehovah. 15 And if it seem evil
unto you to serve Jehovah, choose
you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fath-
ers served that were beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land ye dwell: but as for
me and my house, we will serve Je-
hovah, 16 And the people answer-
ed and said, Far be it from us that
we should forsake Jehovah, to serve
other gods; 17 for Jehovah our God,
he it is that brought us and our
fathers up out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of bondage, and that
did those great signs in our sight,
and preserved us in all the way
wherein we went, and among all the
peoples through the midst of whom
we passed; 18 and Jehovah drove
out from before us all the peoples,
even the Amorites that dwelt in the
land: therefore we also will serve
Jehovah; for he is our God. 19 And
Joshua said unto the people, Ye
cannot serve Jehovah; for he is a

holy God; he is a jealous God; he-

will not forgive your transgression
nor your sins. 20 If ye forsake Je-
hovah, and serve foreign gods, then
he will turn and do you evil, and
consume you, after that he hath
done good. 21 And the people said
unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve
Jehovah. 22 And Joshua said unto
the people, Ye are witnesses
against yourselves that ye have
chosen you Jehovah, to serve him.
And they said, We are witnesses.
23 Now therefore put away, said he,
the foreign gods which are among
you, and incline your heart unto Je-
hovah, the God of Israel. 24 And
the people said unto Joshua, Jeho-
vah our God will we serve, and unto
his voice will we hearken. 25 So
Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and set them a stat-
ute and an ordinance in Shechem.

there to select from?

Read Note on Joshua’s Farewell.
Verse 14. Why “therefore” should
they now fear Jehovah? (Vs. 2-13).
How should they serve Him? Is it
sufficient to serve him in “sincerity’?
(What is sincerity?) What more
than sincerity is required? What is
truth? (John 17:17). Before serving
God what must be done? Can a man
have the false gods and serve the true
God too? (Matt. 6:24).

Verse 15. In case they did not want
to serve Jehovah, what choice was
But what did
Joshua propose to do, so far as he and
his were concerned?

Verses 16-18.

Jehovah? Was that good sense?
What four things did they mention
that Jehovah had done? Did any oth-
er nation have such a god as that?
(Deut. 4:7). Was there ever a god
conceived or imagined by man whe
was equal to' the God of the Bible?
Is it an advantage to a people or in-
dividual to have the true God as their
own? (Ps. 144:15).

Verses 19, 20. Did Joshua mean to
discourage them from this choice, or
just to make them feel the solemn im-
portance of it? Would it be a serious
thing for a man to choose Jehovah
lightly, and to trifle with Him? Could
one do that today? Did their choice
involve taking the path of righteous-
ness and loyalty to God? What if
after choosing God they abandoned
Him and followed after other gods?
In what sense would He “not forgive
gzu; transgressions”? (Comp. Exod.

Verses 21-23. Did the people persist
in their choice? What witness did
Joshua call to the transaction? In
accordance with this their choice,
what must they now do? Were there
still some foreign gods to be found in
their midst? Do even some professed
Christians harbor idols? Col. 3:5;
Phil. 3:19; 1 John 5:21). How do we
“incline our heart to Jehovah”?

What decision did the -
people make? Whls; did they choose
a
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NOTES ON LESSON 8.
JOSHUA’S FAREWELL. A

The whole of Josh. 28 and 24 should be read and studied in connec-
tion with this lesson. “After many days”—about 30 years had passed—
“when Jehovah had given rest to Israel from all their enemies round about,
and Joshua was old and well stricken in years,” Joshua called for all Israel,
their elders, their heads, their judges, their officers, for a farewell talk and
final conference. He reviewed before them all that God had done, and called
their attention to the fact “that not one thing hath failed of all the good
things which Jehovah your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass
unto you, not one thing hath failed thereof.” (23:14). But in that lay also
a warning. For just as faithful as God is to fulfil His promises, so certain
is He to execute His threatenings. There are no idle words with God.

So Joshua gathered the people together unto Shechem, and there re-
hearsed God’s great work, and put the question whether they would serve
Jehovah or no up to them for final decision. Then, his great work ended,
the faithful servant returned to his home and soon thereafter was gathered

unto his people.
TEACHING POINTS. :

1. Joshua’s Farewell. See note above. What was the purpose of thgs
final gathering? Who was present? Sketch the main points in Joshua’s
first speech. At what place was the covenant renewed ? }

2. God’s Faithfulness. How perfectly He fulfilled all His good prom-
ises. Would He be just as sure to fulﬁ\l His warnings if they turned away
from Him? ! : ; 3 :

3. Sincerity and Truth. There is a widespread delusion that sincerity
is sufficient to make a man and his work acceptable before God. That is
equivalent to saying that truth is superfluous and worthless, and that every
. man may do what seems good in his own eyes. Every form of heathenism,
and every false doctrine has its sincere and conscientious adherents. Indeed
it is a special judgment on some who loved not the truth that they s},lould
sincerely and earnestly “believe a lie, that they all may be judged.” (2
Thess. 2:11, 12). The Jews had a zeal for God “but not according to knowl-
edge.” Therefore they are lost. The truth saves; a lie misleads and kills.
The truth is precious. “Buy the truth and sell it not.” God’s word is truth.
(John 17:17). ‘ e ;

4. Choose Ye This Day. Every day is decision day; and if the great
decision for God is yet to be made, no day is too soon, and later is likely to
be too late. Whom will you serve? No man can serve two masters; every
man is bound to serve one. Which shall it be? If we turn our back on
Jesus to whom shall we go?

5. The Ser'wusnessgof Choosing for God. Would Joshua let them
choose lightly and superficially? Did he warn them so solemnly to dis-
suade them from taking Jehovah to be their God? If not that, then why?
‘Should we choose God with all our heart, once and for ever? :

6. As for me and my house. In the end what will be most important
for me, what others did, or what I did? If all the world went wrong, would
that prevent my doing God’s will? Should we wait to see what others will
do before we obey God?

7. Put away the foreign gods. If I choose for God, what must I put
out of my life? What are some of the idols?

“Lord Jesus I long to be perfectly whole,

1 want thee for ever to live in my soul,

Break down every idol, cast out every foe

Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.”

QUESTIONS.

7. Were Abraham’s kin “beyond the
River” idolaters?

8. Between what had they to choose
if they rejected Jehovah?

9. What did Joshua propose to do
regardless of what the rest did?

10. Did he have good reason?

11. Did he want them to choose

. Where was this?

. Who was assembled?

. Who had called them together?
What had Joshua reminded them
of? (vs. 1-13).

. Now therefore how should they
respond to God’s goodness?

. How should they serve Him?

S ;oo
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God thoughtlessly and without

deep purpose?

And what do?
14. What did the people again prom-

12. (\iN}}’at did the people decide to ise?
0

13. What must they now put away?

15. How then did Joshua clinch the
matter ?

FOURTH LORD’S DAY LESSON OF NOVEMBER

Lesson 9.

November 28, 1926.

: GIDEON AND THE THREE HUNDRED.
Golden Text: Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might.

—Eph. 6:10.

Lesson Text: Judges 7:4-8, 19-21.

4 And Jehovah said unto Gideon,
The people are yet too many; bring
them down unto the water, and I
will try them for thee there: and it
shall be, that of whom I say unto
thee, This shall go with thee, the
same shall go with thee; and of
whomsoever I say unto thee, This
shall not go with thee, the same
shall not go. 5 So he brought down
the people unto the water: and Je-
hovah said unto Gideon, Every one
that lappeth of the water with his
tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt
thou set by himself; likewise every
one that boweth down upon his
knees to drink. 6 And the number
of them that lapped, putting their
hand to their mouth, was three hun-
dred men: but all the rest of the
people bowed down upon their
knees to drink water. 7 And Jeho-
vah said unto Gideon, By the three
hundred men that lapped will I save
you, and deliver the Midianites in-
to thy hand; and let all the people
go every man unto his place. 8 So
the people took victuals in their
hand, and their trumpets; and he
sent all the men of Israel every

Read Note on “The Book of Judges”,
and “The Calling of Gideon.”

Verse 4. How many had originally
responded to Gideon’s summons? How
many turned back at Gideon’s invita-
tion to do so? How many were left?
(See Judg. 7:3). Why did Jehovah
regard the people as being too- many ?
(See Judg. 7:2). Where must Gideon
take them now in order that God
might separate them?

Verses 5, 6. By what should the dis-
tinction be made? How many
“lapped” the water?

Verses 7, 8. What astonishing an-
nouncement did Jehovah make? How
many were there of the Midianites?
(Judg. 7:12). As it turned out, were
even these 300 armed? Did Gideon
promptly do as God directed? Where
was the camp of Midian? (Read Note
on “The Signs to Gideon.”)

Verses 19-21. When the attack was
made, into how many bands were the
300 divided? Where was the detach-
ment of Gideon? At what time? How -
did Gideon’s company lead off?
What did the other two do simulta-
neously What was the battle-cry?
What effect did this have on the

man unto his tent, but retained the host of Midian? Which item in Heb.
three hundred men: and the camp 11:33, 34 refers to this event?

of Midian was beneath him in the

valley. 19. So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto
the outermost part of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch, when
they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake
in pieces the pitchers that were in heir hands. 20 And the three companies
blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the torches in their left
hands wherewith to blow; and they cried, The sword of Jehovah and of
Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his place round about the camp;
and all the host ran; and they shouted, and put them to flight.

NOTES ON LESSON 9.
THE BOOK OF JUDGES.

The book of Judges is the record of Israel’s career in the Land after the
death of Joshua. It is a story of failure and chastisement alternating with
uplifts through the help of God—comparable in a way to “revivals” in the
church. These (geriods of help always came through God-chosen men, men
of faith, whom God specially endowed with the Spirit, and enabled to relieve
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and to deliver the people who had sunk into bondage to their enemies.
These men were called “judges.” Hence the name of the book. The prime
cause of Israel’s continual failures was their failure at the bginning to
drive out all the inhabitants of the Land as Jehovah had commanded. (Judg.
1:27—2:5). The whole story of the book of Judges is condensed and summed
up in 2:11-23, which should be read by all means. The more prominent
of the *‘judges” were Barak, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson. The book ends
with an appalling picture of the immorality and lawlessness and civil strife.

The last verse of Judges says, “In those days there was no King in Israel: -

every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”
THE CALLING OF GIDEON. ;

In the days when God called Gideon to leadership the Midianites had
been sorely oppressing the people for seven years. Gideon was the son of
a poor family in Manasseh (6:15)—a young farmer lad. He was beating
out wheat in the winepress—which strange procedure was due to fear of
the oppressors who robbed the people of everything. There “the angel of
Jehovah” (who always speaks and acts as Jehovah Himself) appeared to
him and commissioned him to the momentous task of delivering Israel from
the Midianites. After the first assurance, Jehovah gave him a test-order,
in which Gideon showed faith and courage. The whole account should be
carefully read. (Judg. 6:11-32).

THE SIGNS TO GIDEON.

It was strangely difficult to convince Gideon that God had indeed called
him,—so poor and small a person as himself—to such prominence and re-
sponsibility. Gideon’s doubt was not of unbelief however: once convinced
that it really was God that had sent him, he moved forward fearlessly.
That explains why God did not resent his doubt, but condescended to give
him signs. There were four: (1) the sign which the Angel of Jehovah gave
him, 6:17-24; (2) the sign for which Gideon asked, of the wet fleece on the
dry ground, 6:36-38; (3) that not seeming decisive Gideon asks for the re-
verse, the dry fleece on the wet ground, 6:39, 40; (4) and, finally, a sign
which God gave him gratuitously—the sign of the Midianite’s dream,

7:10-15.
TEACHING POINTS.

1. The Book of Judges. Read Note above, and the Scriptures there
given. The story is one of decline and failure, with temporary reliefs. The
order of events was as follows: (1) Sin. (2) Chastisement. (3) Crying to
God. (4) God raises up a Judge. (5) Victory and Restoration. (6) Re-
lapse. At the last they got so low they did not have the courage to call on
God any more. What was the first cause of these failures? Who were the
most prominent “judges”?

Gideon’s Call. Who was Gideon? What was he doing- when the
call came? Who spoke to him? What objection Gideon made and what
assurance the Angel of Jehovah gave him. The first test. See Note.

The Signs granted to Gideon. Three of these he asked for, and one
was freely offered him and accepted. See Note.

4. Gideon’s Army. How many at first. Why did 22,000 go back?
Why were 10,000 yet too many? (7:2). To what number were they re-
duced? How?

5. The Attack. What wisdom was used in the matter of dividing the
force and the time for the attack? (Does the fact that God is with us pre-
clude the utmost care and wisdom and effort on our part?) With what
were Gideon’s men equipped? <What was the battle ery?

By Faith. See Heb. 11:32-34. Why was this “by faith”? What
is faith always based on? (Rom. 10:17, A. V.) Does faith exclude or in-
clude careful obedience to-God’s orders? (Heb. 11:7, 8, 30). :

7. The Sequel. 7:22, etc. Midian was utterly and completely routed.
QUESTIONS.

Who was Gideon? 5. How many

. To what task did God call him? back ?

Who were the enemies of Israel 6. To what number was Gideon’s ar-

at this time? my at last reduced?

. How many men responded "to 7. How was this done?

Gideon’s summons? 8. How were they equipped?

of these turned
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