




























2118 WORD. AND WORK 

QUESTIONS ·FOR CLASS USE. 
1. · Who waS' Stephen? (See Notes). 11. How great a persecution arose 
2. Why was he brought before the on that occasion? 

Sanhedrin? 12. Did Saul take a hand in these 
, 3. ·In · what chapter do we find his perseCJUtions? To what extent? 

· great speech? 13. What did he himself say about 
How did that speech affect his it? (Acts 22:19). 

. hearers ? 14. Was he sincere and conscientious 
5. What threw them into the final about it all? 

rage? 15. Did that make it right? , 
6. What vision did Stephen have? 16. To whom does the Golden Text 
7. How did Stephen die?' ' · · ap_ply? · · · 
8. Who is mentioned for the first 17. Did many others besides Stephen 

time here? · suffer in these · •persecutions? 
9. What was Saul doing? •.18. Would I be ·willing to face per· 
10. Was he on the side the secution for Jesus' -sake? 

, secutors ? . . 

.' ··." THIRD LOR_D_'_S_D_A_Y(")-·. L_E_S_S_O_N . OF JULY. 
Lesson 3 . . 

THE CONVERSION OF SA UL. 
July 15, 1928 .. 

Golden Text: Faithfu1 is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.-1 Tim. 1 :15. 

Lesson Text: ·· Acts 22:6-16. . . . 
6 And it came to pass, that, as I 

made my journey, and drew nigh 
unto Damascus, ab..,ut noon, sud­
denly the:r;e shqne from · heaven a 
great light rourid about me. 

7 And I fell unto· the ground, and 
heard a voi.ce saying unto. me, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

8 And I answered, Who · art thou, 
Lord? . And . he said unto me, I am 
J Qf !'{ azareth, whom thou per­
secutest. 
· 9 A.nd they that 'Yere with me 

bepeld inpee'd the light, but they 
· heard not the ot hiµi that 

spake to m_e. 
10 And I said, What shall I do, 

Lord? And the Lord · said unto me, 
Arise, and . go into Damascus; and 
there it shall be told thee of all 
things which are appointed for 
thee to do. 

11 And when l could not see for 
the glory' of that light, beillg led by 
the hand of them that · were with 
me I 'came into Damascus. 

12 An<l one Anamas, a devout 
man according· to the law, well re­
ported of -by all the Jews that 
dwelt there, 

13 came unto me, an(l standing · 
by me said unto me, Brother-Saul, 
receive thy sight. And in · that very 
hour I -looked up" on him. 

14 And he said, the God of our 
fathers hath appointed·· thee to 
know his will, and to see the Right­
eous One, and to hear a voice from 

Questions and Brief Comments. 
.(Paul is rehearsing the story of his 
conversion in his speech on 'the castle­
stairs. See Acts 21:27-40). 
Verse · 6. What journey? On what 
errand? ' (To Damascus to persecute 
the Christians there) . At what time 
of day? Was it a little 'light or a big 
one ? 'Did it come gradually ? Did 
anyone besides Saul see it? (See v. 
9). . . 
Verses 7,' 8. How was Saul affeeted? 
What did he hear? What did ·the 
Voice say? How did Saul answer? 
What did .. the Voice reply? 
Verse 9. Did Saul's companion wit­
ness the · light? Did they hear the 
Voice? Why· does it say in Acts 9:7 

they heard the 'Voice ·1 (They 
heard the sound, R: V., mg.; but they 
did not understand the words. The 
Voice spoke in Hebrew. Acts 26:14). 
Did · they see the . Person who spoke? 
'(Acts ' 9:7). Did Saul? (See 'V'. 14). 
Verse 10."What did Saul say at once? 
Did the Lord tell him what to do? 
What did He tell him? · 
Verse 11. Did that light affect Saul's 
eyes? (It could not therefore have · 
been a mere mental experience) 
How did he get to Damascus ? 
Verses 12, 13. Who came to Saul in ' 
Damascus ? Who had sent Ananias ? 

· (Read Acts 9:10:.19). What was done 
first? How long had Saul been blind? 
(Acts 9:9). 
Verses 14, 15. What announcement 
did Ananias make t" Saul? 
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his mouth. • ,. · sovereign choice had God made re-
15 For thou shalt be a witness garding Saul? .'Note the three items. 

for him unto all men of what thou · For what . purpose was this? .(Read 
hast seen and heard. . , also Acts 26:16-18). What is a wit-

16 And now w,hy tarriest thou? ness, and what his work? 
arise, and be baptize<1, and wash Verse 16. Had Saul now already be­
avyay thy sins, calling, on his name. lieved? Had he already repented? 

What was left for him to Has 
the water of baptism power to wash away sin? (Eph. 1:7). But why was 
it needful to be baptized in order that he might away 'his sins?, . (Gal. 
3:26, 27; Rom. 6:17, 18). · .. 

NOTES AND TEACHING POINTS. 
. The Story of the Conversion of Saul is given three times in the book of 

Acts, once by the historian (Acts 9), twice by Paul himself (Acts 22 and 
26). In God's estimate, therefore, it was a very important event, .and de-
mands careful attention. · · 

There are two sides or parts to the conversion of Saul: ( 1) an extraor­
dinary part, peculiar to the case of Sal.ll, and duplicate4 in .any other 
instance; (2) a part common to all cases 'of conversion. ' ' 

The extraordinary side of Saul's conversion consisted of the sudden, 
appearing to him of the glorified Savior, on the Damascus road, 

the great light from heaven which shone round aP<>ut him · and those who 
journeyed with him, and the v_oice of Jesus speaking to him from heaven. 
This kind of thing happened never again, in any· case of conversion, so far as 
the record shpws, either before or a.fter. It stands absolutely by itself. 
There must have been a special object in this. Wliat' the object was ·is 'plain­
ly told us; to make Saul· a ·s11eciaJ minister .anq witness to all the ;world of 
the risen and glotified Savior, .Jes us of N azaretn, the Christ and the Son of 
God. (Acts 9:15, 16; 22:14, 15; 26:16-18). In this Saul's case was unique 
and different froin all· others. . . . . . .. 

The common side of ·Saul's conversion, in which his case tallied with the 
pattern of every other case :of New Testament conversion, was his faith In 
Jesus Christ, his repentance :and turning, and his baptism. As to .his faith 
-though the conviction of the .truth of Christ's resurrection and exaltation 
came to him by the direct vislon of the glorified Redeemer, yet he, as all 
others, had tq trust in this Cl)rist for his salvation. For his repentance 
God gave him ample time, three days during which he neither ate nor drank 
nor took any comfort. 'That was.that godly sorrow, of which he afterward 
spoke, which worketh unto salvation, 2 Cor. 7.:10. His baptism 
took place when Ananias 'had come and-told him what to do. (Acts 22:16). 
IMPORTANCE OF DISTINGUISHING SAUL'S EXPERIENCE. 

Failure to distinguish between the exceptional and miraculous features 
of Saul's conversion,. by which•·God made him a witness and messenger, and 
the common and regular features by which Saul, ·like all others, became a 
saved man, a child of .God, has occasioned much confusion and extravagance. 
Some have taught that such a supernatural experience as Saul's is neceS• ' 
sary in every case. If that were-true one may say (and without fear of suc­
cessful contradiction) that np : one else has ever been saved; for no man has 
ever had such an experience. Others who claimed to have had such an ex­
perience-that they had seen Jesus; or a great light, or beard a voice-have 
imagined that thus and ·therefore they were saved. But in every such case 
it had to be acknowledged that the vision, such as it was, was inward and 
subjective. But Saul's vision ·was· objective and real. Others heard the 
sound of the voice as well as himself. Other men also did see the light. 
And Saul was blinded by it, his blindness not being relieved till three days 
later when Ananias healed it. · This was therefore an .altogether different 
sort of "experience." Yet· theugh Saul had actually seen the Lord, and had 
spoken with Him, hearing a ·real voice and seeing an actual light-he was 
not· said to be saved until he was baptized into Christ: "And now why tar­
riest thou? Arise and be haptized and wash away thy sins calling on the 
name of the Lord." Men who claim to have had mental and imaginary ex­
periences often reject and repudiate this obedience of faith; but Saul who 
had really seen and heard humbly complied with the Lord's command. 

. 
I 
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QUESTIONS FOR CLASS USE. 
1. What do we remember of Saul's. 11. What question did Saul then 

life up to the present lesson? ask? 
2. On what road was he at the time 12. Did that indicate that he was 

of his conversion? ready and willing to do what-
3. On what errand was he going to ever the Lord Jesus bade him? 

Damascus? 13. Did Jesus tell him what he must 
4. At what time of day did the do? 

Light suddenly shine? 14. Wpo was sent to tell him? 
5. How bright a light was it? . 15. What effect did that Light pro-
6. Did Saul's companions see the · duce on SatJl's eyes? 

light? 16. How long was he in darkness 
7. What did Saul hear? and grief before Ananias came? 
8. What did the Voice ask him? 17. What did Ananias tell him as to 
9. How could Saul persecute the God's purpose with him? 

glorious Savior? 18. What did Ananias command him 
10. Who did He say He was? to do? 

FOURTH LORD'S DAY LESSON OF JULY. 
Lesson 4. July 22, 1928. 

SAUL'S EARLY MINISTRY. 
Golden Text: Straightway in . the synagogues he proclaimed. Jesus, 

that he is the Son of God.-Acts 9 :20. 
Lesson Text: Acts 9 :19b-30; 11 :25, 26. 

19 And he was certain days with Questions and Brief Comments. 
the disciples that were at Damas- Verse 19. Of whom is this said .? (Of 
cus. Saul) When was this? (lmmediate-

20 And straightway in the syn- ly after his conversion). 
agogues he proclaimed Jesus, that Verse 20. Did he lose any time pro .. 
he is the Son of God. claiming the truth he had so long op-

21 And all that heard him were posed? What ·was the burden of his 
amazed, and said, Is not this he preaching? 
that in Jerusalem made havoc of Verse 21. Why were his hearer's 
them that called on this name? and amazed? Was that good cause for 
he had come hither for this intent, amazement? 
that he might bring them bound be- Verse 22. What are we told of Saul's 
fore the chief priests; growth? Do we see the reason of it? 

22 But Saul increased the more in What effect did he have on the Jews 
strength, and confounded the Jews of Damascus? What did he· prove to 
that dwelt at D,Jl.mascus, proving them? 
that this is the Christ. · Verses 23-25. How did the Jews final-

23 And when many days were ly plan to rid themselves of this man? 
fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to- How was their plot frustrated? Had 
gether to kill him: 24 but their plot Saul made disciples during his work 
became known to Saul. And they in Damascus? (That was the begin­
watched the gates also day and ning of Paul's sufferings. 2 Cor. 11: 
night that they might kill him: 32, 33). 

25 but his disciples took him by Verse 26. At what place do we see 
night, and let him down through him next? What did he try to do 
the wall, lowering him in a basket. there? What difficulty did he find? 

26 And when he was come to J e- Why were the disciples afraid of 
rusalem, he assayed to join himself him? (Acts 8:3). 
to the disciples: and they were all Verse 27. Who spoke for Saul? What 
afraid ·of him, not believing that he did he te11 the brethren about Saul? 
was a disciple. Verses 28, 29. What did Saul do at 

27 But Barnabas , took him, and Jerusalem? · (The vision of Acts 22: 
brought him to the apostles, ·and 17-21 belongs to these days at J eru­
declared unto them how he had seen salem). What did these Jews also at­
the Lord in the way, and that he tempt? 
had spoken to him, and how at Da- Verse 30. How was he saved from 
mascus he had preached boldly in the plottings of the Jerusalem Jews? 

\. 
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the name of Jesus. 
28 And he was with them going 

in and going out at Jerusalem, 
29 preaching boldly in the name 

of the Lord: and he spake and dis­
puted against the Grecian Jews; 
but they were seeking to kill him. 

30 And when the brethren knew 
it, they brought him down to Cae­
sarea, and sent him forth to Tar­
sus. 

Why to Tarsus? (Acts 22:3. What 
a home-coming this was!) ; 
Acts 11 :25, 26. Barnabas , goes to 
Tarsus after Saul. To what city did 
he bring him ? Read Notes "for ex­
planation of the situation there. How 
long a "protracted meeting" did they 
have there? What new, notable name 
was there first applied to Christ's 
people? 

Acts 11:25 And he went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul; 
26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it 

came to pass, that even for a whole year they were gathered together with 
the church, and taught much people; and that the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch. 

NOTES AND TEACHING POINTS. 
Saul's early ministry (in fact his whole ministry) is summed up by him 

self in Acts 26: 19, 20 in these words:-
"Wherefore, 0 King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 

vision: but declared both to them at Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance."' 

He was wholehearted. From the beginning to the end he could say: 
"I hold not my life of any account as dear unto myself, so that I may 

accomplish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord le· 
i;;us, to testify the gospel of the grace of.God.". Acts 20:24. 
FOUR STAGES IN SAUL'S EARLY MINISTRY. 

1.'he Lesson can be conveniently taken up by the four places in which 
S~ul's days of his early ministry were spent. 

1. At Damascus. 
2. At Jerusalem. 
3. Back home in Tarsus. 
4. Brought to Antioch. 

1. Saul at Damascus. He lost no time. "Straightway," and boldly he 
began his work of proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God, ~ntil the Jews, con· 
founded by the power of his testimony and argument, resolved to kill him. 
How they watched the gates, and how Saul escaped is told us in vs. 23-25. 
See also 2 Cor. 11 :32, 33.-It was during this s·ojourn in Damascus that Saul 
also made a trip to Arabia. Gal. 1:17. 

2. Saul at Jerusalem. After his escape from Damascus Saul went to 
Jerusalem and tried to get in with the brethren there. But they, remember­
ing his raids and persecutions in f o:rmer years, distru~ted his profession, 
fearing that Saul was feigning himself a believer in order to gather evi­
clence and information against them, that bet might arrest them. But .Bar­
nabas plead Saul's cause, and they believed him.- So Saul had fellowship 
with the disciples in Jerusalem, and began to preach boldly in the name of 
the Lord. Saul would have liked to have contmued his work at Jerusalem, 
where so long he had been a 'persecutor, and even argued the matter with 
the Lord, but got orders from Him to leave Jerusalem and go out into the 
Gentile world. (Acts 22: 17-21). The matter was hastened when a plot of 
the Jews to kill Saul became known to the brethren, who then brought him 
down to Cesarea and sent him from there to Tarsus. 

3. Saul Back at Tarsus. Tarsus was Saul's birthplace and the home of 
his earliest years, whence also he·was sent to Jerusalem for his higher edu­
cation. What pride his parents must have felt when they got the reports 
of the unusual progress and great ability, and how their hearts must have 
been thrilled at the prospect of his brilliant future. Saul was considered a 
coming man at Jerusalem, second to none. He might have become another 
Gamaliel or something more. Then something happened (- what?) and 
Saul' lost position, prestige, career, friends. Having once commanded praise 
and admiration he JlOW became the object of bitter reviling, curses, and 
murderous hate from his former fellows and :gatrons. At one fell swoop 
he lost the whole world. For Christ Jesus his Lord he ·suffered the loss of 
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all things, and that without« the least . regret, but .inaee4 :With . great jpy; · 
(~hil. 3.:a~. ,Ncnv, hq.nted, persecuted, and strippe4., pf alUhat.:men common­
~y · <iesire,. })e ·came ba~l\ to. old . ,Tarsus ag~..in-havJrig .no~hlng, ye~. ~ossess·­
mg all thmgs ... '. . ' . ·i. . . . · ,. .. • · · 

, 4 . . Brought .to Antioch. Among those who }Ver~. scattered abroad .by .. 
the , per~ecution . that arose at the death 6f Stephen (Acts 8~:1-4) there were · 
some.who .travelled far, and who in tlie c.ourse of time dared to preach the 
gospel.even.to Gentiles-notably at Antioch, a wicked heathen city of $yria1 
God openly honored this step, and many Gentiles ob.eyed the gospel a11d .. a 
church, consisting mainly of Gentile converts was formed at Antioch. Tbe 
church at Jerusalem heard and wondered and . sent Barnabas to investigate, · 
who, . seeing .the evidence of God's. true work was glad, and after .a short 
sojourn .wen.t. to Tarsus after Saul. . They two labored w~th the Ghurch at 
Antioch .for a year.· . It was there that the . disciples were .first. called. Chris-
tians. (Read the whole account, Acts 11:19-26). · · 
THE NAME CHRISTIAN. 

The disciples were" ealled Christians~· first at Antioch. Some think this 
was a -Jlick-name, given them by their enemies, .and in derision. .Even if 
that had been the case, they could not have repudiated . that .name .without 
<fenying their Lord. But .it ·was not a nick-name,. but a God-given name. For: 

1..-· There was no reproach. or ridicµle in it, except such .as the name of 
-Christ might· carry. · • · · · ·· ,. . · · " ., ., . . - . . · . . . 

2. It is the· only distinctive name by which those in· Christ are desig- . 
nated . . r, . .. .• , ,. 

· --a. The namtd.s· specially endorsed and enjoined -to us, in 1 Peter 4:16. 
(R, v~}. ·· · · · ·· · · ~ ... ,. · -. · ~ · · -· . ", ·· · , '• !$ 

. - QUES:T{ON·s ·r.oR ~L~~s. USE: .· • ;· .. . \' 
1. How long did .Saul wait after .. his 9. Who spoke 'for Saul to the breth-1 

conversion , befo.re he beg.an ' ren? · 
work? 10. What did Saul do in' Jerusaleni-'f:· 

2. Were did he begin his ministry? 11. Why did Saul ·· have to leave 
3. What did he proclaim in their there? · 

synagogues? 12. To ' what · place was ' he sent? 
4. What effect di<i his preaching Why? ·· · · · . · · 

produce? · . · . 13. Who came· tb_ Tars~s looking for 
5. What di'd .' the Jews finally under- him? · · 

take to do? · . : ... . 14'. To what City di~· Bar~abas bring 
6. · How was Saul saved from their Saul? ·· · 

plot? · · · 15 . . How long did they· labor ·with 
7. To what .place did he go from the church at Antioclf? · · 

D~mascus. . . ·_ ' 16. What riew name was given the. 
8. Why'\vere the brethren in· J erusa- disciples there? · · . .. · · " 

foµi a~taid of Saul? . · · · 

·-,.,, FIFTH LORD'S DAY LESSON. OF JULY~ . ;~ J q :; 

Lesson 5. : . . . July 29: . 192~;· 
THE FIRST FOREIGN MLSSIONARIES. . .. 

·Golden Text. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father aild of the Son and of the Holy.: 
Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever· I commande<I: you: : 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.-Matt. i 28·:19,<· 20. . . . ., - . .. . . 1 . .. . -: . 

· -· - Lesson Text: Acts 13:1-5, 13.;;15, 44-49:- "T"·· ::''. '.r· 

1 Now .there w~re at Antioch~ 'in .. . Qqestions"and~ ari~f CQ.IJlm~n.t~~ \ ' 
the church .that. was .there, proph- Yerse 1. ll!lve \Ve:. heatd .of.- ~nt~pch · 
ets al}d teachers, BarnaQas, - and l:>efore.? (Yes,, in ..Ia.st" lesson). , :Rpw 
SyJ!leon that was called. Nig~.r, an.d . came a church J~ere 1. (Rea<t 4~'ilin : 
Lucius of Qyrene, apd ~nae:µ the Acts 11,..:19-2.6) . . What, two . kin(;ls:. (;):f. 
.foster-brother .. of Herod the tet- . helpers di_d they. ha-V.Ed~ tha~. (;hµrcb r 
rarch, anq Saul. . How m_any are na:r,ie.d? · : .·, · · . '. . 

2 And as they . ~inistere~ to the Y erse · 2~ Who g~e th~se .. brqers? 
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Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit What were these prophets and teach­
said, Separate me Barnabas and· ers doing at-.:the time? What orders 
Saul f'or the work whereunto I have " did. the Holy ·.Spirit 'give . th:em? :. iWho 
called them. . · · · . . had. called Barnabas . and Saul . unto a 

3 . Then., when they had fasted certain· work? What .were they ,to 
and prayea and laid their hands on do? (Separate them). .. . , 
them, they sent them away. , Verse 3. How did they comply .with 

4 So they,,. being sent forth by the Spirit's . command? · · · . 
the Holy Spirit;. went down .to Se- Verse 4. , By whom were they sent 
leucia; and ·:from thence they sailed forth? , Why says v. 13, "they sent 
to Cyprus. .. , . , them. aw~y" ?. (Whatever .js, done ac-

5 And when they were at Sala- cor:ding to. the Spirit's orde;r.s is .done ,: ···(-.i •; /. 
mis, they proclaimed . the word; of , by_ the Spirit. C.omp, acts .20:2~). · · 
God in the synagogues ,of the,.J;~ws: Where ;is Seleucia? , (Seaport near 
and they had also John as ,ij).eir ,at- (;1 Antioch . . Consult .map)." What . 1 is 
tendant. · · . · , - . ,»!n .» "' ._,· '{r'. Cyprus~ (A large island, near the 

13 Now Paul and his company set mainland.). ~ , 
sail fr~m Paphos,, .~P4 . , faJll.~ to V~r~.e ,5 •. At what .town in. Cyprµs _,did 
Perg.fl, m P,~m.phyha: an4 1 ~.0,h_n . d~- they be~m? Who went with them as 
parted frqm th,em .and returned· to _ attendant? (John Mar~. Acts 12:12). 
Jerusalem. · .. , , . ' . Ver:se 13. Where did .,Saul's 'name 

14 But they, '. ·passing tlirough · change to Paul? (Verse 9). Where 
from Pe~ga, ,came to Antioch' · of _. is Paphos? (A town 'on· the far end 
Pisidia.; and. th.ey went i.nto the: of ' Cyprus. . The preachers wen~ 
synagogue on the s'abb,ath da,y, an,d thrpugh the whole lengtb 6f the is­
sat down. · ' · land, fro in Salamis , to Pap hos). To 

15 And after the r~ading of the what point did they sail 'from there? 
law and the prophets · the rulers of Where is Perga? · (In Asia Minor, 
the synagogue, sent unto them, notthwest ·from Cyprus). · What did 
saying, Brethren, if y~ have any . John do? 1 

• • • 

word of exhortation for the people, Verse .t•. WI:iere is this Antioch lo~a- " 
say on. · . ted ? Distinguish thfs Antioch from. 

44 And the next sabbath almost ' the city of the same same from .which ' 
the whole · cit1' was gathered to- ' they started~ Why did they go to the 
gether to hear the word· of'· God. synagogue on the · Sab-bath? (Be- ' 

45· But when the Jews saw the ·cause the Jews ·gathered in their 
multitudes, " they were filled with synagogues). ., ·' 
jealousy, · ·and contradicted the Verse 15. By whom were the stran­
things which were spoken by Paul, gets invited to speak? Was this ·ac- · 
and blasphemed. cording to common custom? (Yes) . . ' 

46 And Paul and Barnabas spake Did. Paul avail himself o.f the oppor-
out boldly, and said,' It was neces- tunity? · (Read verses 16 .. 43). ; 
sary that the word of God should Verse 4·4. Did Paul's sermon of the 
first be spoken to you. Seeing ye preceding -Sabbath evidently make a 
thrust it from you, and judge your- .;fav.o:raljle impression? How great 
selves unworthy of eternal life, lo, was the interest? 
we turn to the Gentiles. , ·•· Verse 45. How were the Jews affect-

47 For so hath the · Lord· com- ed by this great gathering? What 
mantled us, saying, did they do? Why did they do s6? 

I have set thee for a 'light of the Verse 46. Was it necessary that the 
Gentiles; · · · gospel should go to. the Jews first? 

That thou shouldest be for s.al- (Rom. 1:16). How- did they judge 
·· vation unto the uttermost part themselves unworthy of eternal life? 

of the earth. ' . Do people still do that same thing in 
48 And as the ·Gentiles heard the same way? · To whom did Paul 

this, they -_ wer'e •glad, and . glorifled propose to turn 'now? 
the· word of God: and .as inany as . Verse 47. What scripture warrant did 
were · .ordained to eternal life be- he have to do this? Where is this 
lieved. ·· ·· quotation found? (Isa. 49;6-). ' 

49 And the word of the Lord was Verse 48~ How did the ·Gentile's re­
sprea:d ·abroad throughout all the· ceive this news? Did all believe? 
region. ·· ·~ · .. · . · ·· ·who only? What is · meant? · (See 

1 •· 1' ,. ·· • • · ' · •• ·Notes). "' ·.· 
· ' Verse 49~ Wha'f was· the result of this 'work at .Antioch'? 

. ~ .. ~-·· · , 

• ; .. _ i -:_ ! 
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NOTES AND TEACHING OPINTS. 
PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY. 

Three missionar1-journeys of Paul, as also his journey to Rome, are re­
corded in Acts. This is his first journey, and marks the beginning of his 
special work. ' 

1. It began by specific order of the Holy Spirit to the leaders in the 
church at Antioch. After that there were no more direct orders· to start nor 
was Paul "separated" again by laying on of hands, fasting, and prayer. 

2. Paul had been tested out for several years before the Lord sent him 
out. A man is first proved, then he is approved. 

3. The points made on this journey thus far: From Antioch (Syria) to 
Selencia. Thence by ship to Cyprus. In Cyprus, beginning at Salamis and 
going through the island to Pap hos. (Our printed lesson skips the events 
at Paphos, where Saul comes into prominence and his name becomes Paul. 
Read Acts 13:5-12). From thence by ship to Perga, where John Mark left 
them; and thence to Antioch in· Pisidia. 
THE SERMON IN THE SYNAGOGUE IN ANTIOCH. 

This portion (vs. 16-43) too long for ·our printed lesson, should be read, 
privately or . aloud in class. · It is t.he first recorded sermon of Paul. He 
briefly rehearses' God's dealings 'wit}l Israel down to David. At · this point 
(v. 23) he begins to tell them about Jesus, the Savior, dwelling especially on 
His death and resurrection, and : concludes with the precious promise of the 
gospel (vs. 38, 39) and a solemn warning (vs. 40, 41). The impression of 
this message was _profound, and the preachers were requested to speak the 
word on the next Sabbath again. 
"AS MANY AS WERE ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE." 

Some understand this passa'e to teach that only those can and do be­
lieve who are Divinely foreordained for it from eternity-which destroys 
man's right and power of moral choice, and with it all human responsibility. 
Such a conclusion is plainly contrary to all the teaching of the word of God. 
The matter here hinges on the meaning of the word "ordain." The original 
word is variously translated in the New Testament by ordain, set, appoint, 
determine, addict. It does not necessarily mean something God did, but 
can, as here, have reference to something man does--the good attitude they 
took toward the gospel. Just as the Jews judged theniselvs unworthy of 
eternal life ( v. 46) so these showed a determination and disposition unto 
eternal life and believed the word they heard. . 
THE GOLDEN TEXT. 

This is the "Great Commission" according to Matthew . . What bearing 
bas it on this lesson? Recall the purpose for which Paul, "the apostle to 
the Gentiles" was called (Acts , 9:15; 22-21; 26:16-18). Here we see his 
great work begun. 

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS USE. 
1. Where was Saul when be was 

sent out? 
· 2. By whose orders was he sent? 

How? 
3. Who was sent with him? 
4. From what seaport did they sail? 
5. To what great island did they 

go? 
6. Name two cities of Cyprus where 

they preached. 
7. Where was Saul called Paul? 

(Acts 13:9). 
8. Who was their attendant? 
9. Where did John Mark leave 

them? 
10. To what city did they go from 

Perga? 
11. When did they go to the syna­

gogue, and why? 

12. How did Paul get an opportuni­
ty to speak? 

13. What did he preach about? (See 
Notes.) 

14. Did the messag.e make a favor­
able impression? 

15. What were Paul and Barnabas 
asked to do? 

16. What sort of gathering was 
there the next Sabbath? 

17. How did that please the Jews? 
18. What did Paul say to them when 

they contradicted and blas­
p_hemed? 

19. How do people ju~ge themselves 
unworthy of eternal life? 

20. How did the Gentiles feel when 
they heard the gospel w~s for 
them? 

LIFE_ OF CHALMERS 

FREE 
James Chalmers, martyred missionary of New Guinea. 

Through the fortunate purchase of the publisher's complete 
stock, we are able to offer this remarkatble book, while the sup­
ply lasts, free for only two subscriptions, old or new, at $1 each! 

· • Or the book may be purchased outright at the regular price of 
$1.50 postpaid. 

A few copies of Wilfred Grenfell, heroic missionary to 
Labrador, were also secured, and this book may be earned or 
purchased in the same way. 
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Smith's Bible Dictionary 
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W illi am Smith's Bib i~ Dictionary. It is 
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other Bible Dictionaries. This late ed ition 
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illustrations. Cloth, $2.00 .. The Word and 
Work. "LIGHT IN A DARK PLACE." 

ii A NEW BOOK ON PROPHECY , , 
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i ~rams. If dissatisfied for any reason For travelers, tourists, home-seekers. 
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Peter ~Plotkln's Picture 

By special arrangement we are enabled to off er the great picture 
by Brother Peter Plotkin, "The Raising of Jairus' Daughter,'' for $2 
to every subscriber of The Word and Work. Many have paid much 
more for it because they thought it worth more. 

Brother Plotkin is a Russian Jew, led to Christ by Stephen D. Eck­
stein, in Dallas, Texas. He is an artist of r.ational reputation, having 
won first prize at the American Legion National Convention in Kansas 
City in 1921; has painted the portrait of President Harding, and other 
notable people of America; was honored -bY the New York World and 
great men of America whe!1 he came to this country. He was very 
active in the Zionist movement until led to Christ last year. This pic­
ture is the best that Brother Plotkin has produced so far. 

One would hardly believe that in Christian America of the twen­
tieth century, one would be persecuted a s Brother Plotkin has been: 
yet, when forced to endure bodily pain he prayed for his tormentors. 
But he is happy that he has found his Lord, and craves to devote his 
talent to Christ the remainder of his life. He could command all that 
the world calls luxury by devoting his talent to the work which mov­
ing picture producers would like for him to paint; but he spurns such 
things, for he is n ow a Christian. He craves to devote his talent to 
Bible paintings, and exhibit them wherever they will be seen and read 
by both Jews and Gentiles. 

By buying this picture from us you do three good things : you help 
The Word and Work, you help Brother Plotkin preach the gospel to 
his own people, and you <;ecure for your home a beautiful Bible Pic­
ture. A complete story of his life and purposes will be given with 
each picture. Brother Plotkin resides in Abilene, Texas, and is being 
assisted by Brother 0. E. Phillips, an evangelist of that city, and by 
Abilene Christian College, who have him on their faculty for this 
summer. 
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