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true, and . teachest the way of God 
in truth, and carest not for any one: . 
f Qr thou regardest not the person 
of men. 

17 Tell us therefore, What think­
est thou? Is it lawful to give trib­
ute unto Cresar, or :hot? 

18 But Jesus. perceived their 
wickedneSis, and said, Why make ye 
trial of ye hypocrites? 

19 Show me the tribute money. 
And they brought unto him a de­
narius. 

20 And he saith unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscrip­
tion? 

21 They say unto him, Cresar's. 
Then saiith he unto them, Render 
therefore unto Cresar the things 
that are Cresar's; and unto God the 
things that are God's. 

22 And when they heard it, they 
marvelled, and left him, and went 
away. · 

34 But the Pha'risees, when they 
heard that he had put the Saddu­
cess to ailence, gathered themselves 
together. 
' 35 And one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question, trying him: · 

36 Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law? 

37 And he said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. 

38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 

39 And . a second like unto it is 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. 

40 On these two commandments 
the whole law hangeth, and the 
prophets; 

they believe what they said? (V": is). 
Verse 17. What was their question? 
If Jesus had said "yes" what would 
they likely have, done? If Jesus had, 
said "no" whaJt would they likely have 
done? 
Verses 18, 19. What did Jesus per­
ceive? What did he ask them? What 
did he call them? What' did he ask 
to . see? What did they l:iring him? 
Verses 20, 21. What question did he 
ask about the coin? What did they 
say? What was his answer to their 
first question? (Verse 17). 
Verse 22. Did the Herodians accom­
plish their purpose? (Verses 15, 22). 
What four things-does it 
"they" did ? · 
The Omitted Verses 23-33-record an 
effort of the Sadducees "to ensnare 
him in his talk." They were just• as 
unsuccessful as the Herodians. This 
section ought to be read and studied 
in this lesson. 
Verses 34, . 35. Seeing the failure of 
the Herodians iand Sadducees what 
sect of the Jews now made an at­
tempt "to ensnare him in his talk"? 
Whom did they choose as spokesman? 
Verses 36, 37. What was the cat.ch 
question asked of Jesus? What did 
Jesus reply? (Memorize His reply). 
Verse!!f 38, 39, 40. What did Jesus 
say concerning his answer just given? 
What further information did he give 
them? What did he say hung on 
these two commandments? 
Conclusion.-The Herodians, Saddu­
cees and Pharisees have all failed "to 
cat.ch him in His talk. Jesus now pro­
ceeds to catch them in their talk. Be 
sure to read the closing verses-
41-46. . . 

NOTES ON LESSON 7. 
ORGANIZED OPPOSITION 

Pilate and Herod became friends in condemning Jesus. (Luke 23:1-
12). The warring sects of the Jews likewise united in their effort to cat.ch 
Jesus in His talk and thus condemn Him before the authorities and-..shame 
Him before the people. This lesson shows hc,>w utterly they failed. W'hen 
His time had c-ome they still failed but were permitted to crucify Him by 
their time'-serving and unjust rulers. A fine example of organized oppo­
sition is shown in the book of Nehemiah. A study of this will be ' worth 
while. Note (1). Opposition by ridicule (Neb. 4:1-3); (2). Opposition by 
anger (Neh. 4:7-9); (3). Opposition by instilling discouragement (Neh. 
4:10-14); (4). Opposition arising from within by the greed of the natural 
heart (Neh. 5:1-13); (5). Opposition by trickery (Neb. 6:1-14). It will be 
fine to,.note in each case the resource by which the opposition was .overcome. 
FIIiST THINGS FIRST I . 

· "Which is the first"-would be a profitable question for Christian pro­
fessors everywhere to consider. In our relation to God the "First" is pre­
sented by Jesus in "the , great and first commandment." The "First" in 
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relation to our fellows is the second commandment, "Thou shalt love thy 
:aeighbor as thyself." Remove these "Firsts'' from their respective spheres 
and the law and the propl&ts and all things else will fall and fail. 

It is ever the failure of men to substitute other and smaller things as 
the center. Around these newly erected centers-names, doctrines anCl or­
dinances-men build the various parti£:5 and sects of today. Christ is the 
real center, if He be displaced any mere thing then parties must rise. 
So long as this condition prevails we must remain a divided people. There 
is no better way to Christian unity than to recognize Christ as the center 
and then strive to approach Him. AU doing thus must naturally approach 
each other. As the spokes of a wheel are united to each other in the hub 
so will divisions cease and unity prevail if Christ only is First and Center 
in all our · thoughts and relations. 

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS ,USE. 
1. How many sects of the Jews join- of life and life's environment, is 

ed in this effort to catch Jesus in it not proper that we should ren-
His talk? der to Him of the returns? 

2. Can you name sQme thillgs in (Prov. &:9, 10). 
which Pharisees and Sadducees 8. If the great and first command-
diff ered? (Acts 23:6-9). ment is always given first place 

3. What was the chief characteristic in our relation to God will there 
of the Herodians? (Worldliness). ever b0 any strained relations 

4.· What can you say of the charac- among those who are God's peo-: 
ter and sincerity of these three ple? ' 
sects as shown here? 9. If the second commandment is 

5. Of what "leaven" does Jesus given first place in our· relations 
warn the disciples? (Matt. 16:5- with men will there ever arise 
12; Mark 8:15.) alienation among those who have 

6. If the Jews used Cresar's money any desire to do right? 
. and accepted his protection was it 10. Is it possible to live this second 
not proper that they should ren- commandment while refusing to 
der him some return? accept the great and first com-

.7. If we use the God-given capital mandment? 

FOURTH LORD'S DAY LESSON OF MAY 
Lesson 8. · May 25, 1930. 

JESUS DESCRIBES THE FUTURE Of THE KINGDOM 
Golden Text: Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the 

time is.-Mark 13 :33. 
Lesson Text: Matt. 25 :1-13. 

1 Then shall ' the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
who took their lamps, and· went to 
meet the bridegroom. 

2 And five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. 

3 For the foolish, when they took 
their Famps, took: no oil with them: 

4 but the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. 

5 Now while the bridegroom tar­
ried, they all sum:bered and slept. 

6 But at midnight there is a cry, 
Behold, ithe bridegroom! Come ye 
forth to meet him. , · 

7 Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their lamps. 

8 ·And the fooli'sh said unto the 
wise, give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are going out. 

Study Questions and Brief Comments. 
Verse 1. What is the parable of this 
lesson called? What does irt set forth? 
To what time does it refer? ("Then'' 
in verse 1 with verse 13 and Matt. 
24:3). In what important business . 
were the ten virgins engaged? 
Verse 2. Into how many groups wer 
the ten divided? How was each 
group designated? 
Verse 3. What did each of the ten 
take? (Ver. 1). How much oil did 
five of them take? Would lamps 
without oil be profitable at night? 
Would it be foolish to do that now? 
Verse 4. Did the other five take oil? 
How much? The absence or pres­
ence of one thing pr.oved the folly or 
wisdom--;--What was that one thing? 
Verse 5. Did the Bridegroom come 
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9 But .the wise answered, ' saying, 
Peradventure there will not be 
enough for us and you: go ye rath­
er to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. 

10 And while they went away to 
'buy, the 1bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him 
to .the 'marriage feast: and the door 
was shut. 

11 Afterward came also the oth­
er virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. 

12 But he answered and said, 
Verily, l say unto you, I know you 
not. 

13 Watch therefore, for ye know 
not the day nor the hour. 

when expected? How many of the 
ten slumbered and slept? Can a nod­
ding or sleeping person watch as well 
as one awake? Does the Lord delight 
in sleeping disciples? (Matt. 26:40; 
Rom. 13:11-13; 1 Thess. 5:4-8). 
Verse 6. Could any difference be dis­
covered while the ten were asleep ? 
What occurred at midnight? What 
were the ten virgins asked to do ? 
Verses 7, 8. What did all the virgins 
do? What was it which manif es'ted 
the difference in the tw'o groups? 
What did the five foolish virgins ask 
of the other five? -
Verse 9. What wise answer did the 
wise vir.gins give them? What sug­
gestion did they off er? 
Verse 10. What did the foolish vir­

gins seek to do? What took place while they were gone? Who went in 
to the marriage? What was then done r 

Verses 11, 12. Who then came? What did they request? What was 
the significant answer? Could the Lord ever say-even to disobedient cliil­
dren-"I never knew you?" What does He say to these? 

Verse 13. What important word of exhortation is given in Christ's ap­
plication? When should this duty be practiced? Why? (Matt. 24:4,2-44). 

NOTES ON LESSON 8. 
THE PLACE OF OUR LESSON 

Our lesson is a part of the Olivet Discourse which is given in Matthew 
24 and 25. This discourse is in answer to the three-fold question in Matt. 
24:3, and therefore pertains to the destruction of Jerusalem, the coming ·of 
Christ and the consummation of the age. The destruction of Jerusalem anc;i 
the end of this age will have several things in common. This to some 
proves to be confusing. Most of chapter 24 and all of chapter 25 has to do 
with the end of this age. Chapter 25 consists of three divisions as follows: 
(1). Profession tested, (Matt. 25:1-13). (2). Service tested, (Matt. 
25:14-30). (3). The Nations tested, (Matt. 25:31-46). · 
A DOUBLE COMPANY ' 

The kingdom of heaven in its mystery form (Matt. 13:11) runs through 
this present disP,ensation. In many ways it is much the same as the 
church (Matt. 16:'18, 19), but is more inclusive, (Matt. 8:11; 19:13-15). A 
feature which is very noticeable is that it is made up of a double company 
-the true and the false. It is made up of wheat and tares (Matt. 13:24-30); 
Of good and bad fish (Matt. 13:47-50); of true and false •brethren (Gal. 
2:4, 5) and the Lord alone is able to discern who are his (2 Tim. 2:16-19). 
Our lesson presents the kingdom as made up of this same double company. 
Very much alike by profession and very different by possession. 
LAMPS WITHOUT OIL . 

~ All are virgins by profession just as some a1·e servants who do not 
really serve. (Matt. 25:24-30). All ten were virgini;;; all had lamps; all 
slumbered and slept; all arose, and all ten virgins trimmed and lighted 
their lamps. But five of them took oil in their vessels with their lamps; and 
five took no oil with them. The testing time alone will reveal the foolish 
holder of a lamp who possesses no reserve supply of oil. (Matt. 13:30). 
Oil-whatever it may represent-is the all important thing. In this we 
have profession:-all were professors; and possession:-only those with oil 
possessed the vital thing which made their lamps shine and gained them 
admittance. Those whose oil failed were such as did not · "hold fast the 
beginning of their confidence firm unto the end" (Heb. 3:14); who had not 
the sort of faith that could endure the stress of an unexpected delay. (Heb. 
10:37-39). 
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