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ties' and almost always there was a riot and tumult before he got ‘away.
Is that true? No—Paul was ghe messenger of the gospel, Christ’s ‘am-
bassador of peace. But Satan, the prince of this world, the 'antagonist
of God and God’s gospel, through his servants stirs up trouble’  wherever
the gospel is faithfully preached, and wherever the work of ‘God is done.
Thus it was in Philippi.

The story of the demon-possessed girl (Acts 16:16-21) is one of
deepest interest. We see in it the following facts:

1. That fortune telling is of the devil. Where it is a fake it is a de-

ception practiced on poor gullible people. Where it is real (as in this °

case) it is the work of an evil spirit, a demon. Surely no enlightened
Christian would traffic with Satan by conculting fortune tellers! (See
Deut. 18:10-12.)

2. That Paul would not accept the testimony borne by the demon—
possessed girl, though it was perfectly true. (Aects 16:17.) We do not
“accept the truth regardless of where it comes from.” He who accepts
help, light and patronage from evil powers places himself at their merecy.

3. At the word of authority in Christ’s Name the “spirit of divina-
tion”” left the poor slave-girl who had been thus oppressed by Satan.
Immediately her masters perceived that she had lost the ability to tell
fortunes.

‘4. The accusahon brought against Paul by her enraged masters dld
not represent the real cause of their complaint. It was a pretext. That
happens very often. M

5. Out of all this fury of sinners and this humiliation andsuffering
of His servants, God brought great and wonderful good. “Thanks be to
God who always leadeth us in triumph and maketh mamfest through us
the savor of his knowledge in every place!” (2 Cor. 2:14.)"

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS

It ‘'was fitting that the Holy Spirit should give this message concern-
ing' ‘Christian joy through an eplstle to this very people who had witnessed
such a stirring example of ‘it in Paul’s own life. ' Rejoice 'in' the Lord
always! ° The key-note of the Philippian letter is joy in: the Lord. The
words “joy” and ‘“rejoice’”’ occur sixteen times in these four short chap-
ters. " Note that it is a joy in the Lord—what He is to us. It is of the
Holy' Spirit “(Gal. 5:22) and comes of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ:
(1 Pet. 1:8.) It is independent of outward circumstances. (See Habakk:
3:17-19.) It is the Lord who' giveth us “songs in the night.” (Ps 42'8'
Job35:10.)

Note also the Divine prescription by which He heAls every heart’s
burden and anextety, and gives His peace instead. (Phil. 4:6; 7.)

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS

1. In what city did we leave Paul in Christian joy was witnessed in
preceding lesson? that prison? )
2. Where is he in this lesson? 12. What extraordinary thing hap-
3.  In what bad situation do we find pened?
him? 13. What effect did the earthquake
4. Who had stirred up this trouble? have?
5.  What was the cause of ‘it? 14. What was the Jallor about to
6.. Relate the story of the fortune- do?
telling girl. (Acts 16:16f1f.) 15: Relate the story of ‘the Jallors
7. What was done to Paul and Silas? conversion.
8. What charge did the jailor re- 16. How did he show his faith and
ceive? love?
9. Where did he put the two prison- 17. What is the last thing said about
ers? him and his house?
10. How did he fasten them down se- 18. Give the Golden Text.
curely? 19. What is God’s remedy for anx-

11. What wonderful demonstration of iety?
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THIRD LORD’S DAY LESSON OF OCTOBER

Lesson 3.

October 18, 1931.

PAUL IN THESSALONICA AND BERGEA
Golden Text: Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous

things out of thy law.—Psa. 119:18.
Lesson Text: Acts 17:1, 5-11;

1 Now when they had passed
through Amphipolis and Apollonia,

‘they came to Thessalonica, where

was a synagogue of the Jews.

5 But the Jews being moved with
jealousy, took unto them certain
vile fellows of the rabble, and gath-
ering a crowd, set the city on an
uproar; and assaultlng the house of
Jason, they sought to bring them

‘forth to the people.

6 And when they found them

not, they dragged Jason and certain

brethren before the rulers of the
city, erying, These that have turned
the world upside down are come

hither also;

7 whom Jason hath received:

and these all act contrary to the

decrees of Caesar, saying that there
is another king, one Jesus.
"8 And they troubled the multi-
tude and the rulers of the city,
when they heard these things.

9 And when they had taken se-
curity from Jason and the rest,

they let them go.

10 And the brethren immediate-

ly sent away Paul and Silas by

night unto Bercea: who when they
were come thither went into the
synagogue of the Jews.

11 Now these were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all

readiness of mind, examining the
scriptures daily, whether these
things were so.

1 Thess. 2:7 But we were gentle
in the midst of you, as when a
nurse cherisheth her own children:

8 even so, being affectionately
desirous of you, we were well
pleased to impart unto you, not the
gospel of God only, but also our
own souls, because ye were become
very dear to us.

9 For ye remember, brethren,
our labor and travail: working
night and day, that we might not

burden any of you, we preached .

unto you the gospel of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:7-12.

Study Questions and Brief Comments
Verse 1. Where did they go from
Philippi? Locate Thessalonica. What
was in Thessalonica? (Read verses
2-4 in class.) How long did Paul
work in the synagogue? What did
he preach and teach there?

Verse 5. Who stirred up 'a riot a-
gainst Paul? What class of people
did they employ for that?

Verses 6, 7. Did they find Paul?
What accusation did they ery out a-
gainst Paul and his companions? Was
not this in a way a great compliment
to Paul and his helpers? What other
charge did they set up?

Verses 8, 9. How did the rulers and
the people feel about that? What
did they do?

Verse 10. Where did the brethren
immediately send Paul and Silas? Lo-
cate Bercea on the map. What did
they do upon arrival there?

Verse 11. . What is said of the Be-
reean Jews? Why were they more
noble than those of Thessalonica?
Did they receive the message blindly,
or did they investigate? What was
the result of this noble attitude? (See
verse 12.)

1 Thess. 2:7, 8. Who wrote this?
(Paul.) To whom? (To the Thessa-
lonican c¢hurch.) Of what does he
remind them? How did he deal with
them when he was among them?
How dear had they become to him?
Verse 9. Did Paul burden' any of
them? How did he avoid it? (Comp.
Acts 20:34) " Would he have had the
right to accept support from them?
(See 1 Cor. 9:12-15.)

Verse 10. How had he and his help-
ers conducted themselves toward
them? (3 items.)

Verses 11, 12. How did Paul deal
with them? Did he deal with them in
mass or as individuals? What was
the great burden of his exhortation?
Into what does God call us?

10 Ye are witnesses, and God al-

£0, how holily and righteously and
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unblamably we behaved ourselves you, and encouraging you, and tes-
toward you that believe: tifying,

11 as ye know how we dealt 12 to the end that ye should walk
with each one of you, as a father worthily of God, who calleth you in-
with his own children, exhorting to his eternal kingdom and glory.

O

NOTES ON LESSON 3.

IN THESSALONICA

Thessalonica had what in Philippi Paul did not find: a synagogue of
the Jews. As always Paul began his work there. What he taught there
is told us in Acts 17:2, 3. But the Thessalonican Jews were not open to
the truth (v. 11). So, as always, when the Jews rejected Paul turned to
the Gentiles. 1 Thess. 1:9, 10 shows that the church at Thescalonica con-
sisted chiefly of Gentiles. The Jews then staged a riot and the brethren
sent Paul and Silas away by night to Bercea.

IN BER(EA

Bercea is never afterward referred to, and no epistle was addressed
to the Berceans. Nevertheless it was fertile ground for the gospel, and a
great church was established there. For ever, so long as God’s word en-
dures, the honorable and upright attitude of the Berceans toward the
truth will be a standard and inspiration to many. (1) They were open-

minded: they “received the word with all readiness of mind.” But, (?)
they were not credulous or ‘“easy marks”: they investigated; ‘“‘examin-
ing the scriptures daily whether these things were so.” (3) God’s word

praises this attitude, stating that in this the Berceans were ‘“more noble”.
(4) The result of this honest inquiry was that “many of them therefore
believed; also of the Greek women of honorable estate and of men not a
few.” But the gospel-rejecting Jews of Thessalonica came to Berca
and stirred up trouble and riot against Paul and Silas there. Now Paul
flees alone and goes far away down the coast to the great city of Athens,
where he made his famous speech on Mars Hill.

THE LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS

Part of our printed lesson is taken from Paul’s first epistle to the
Thessalonians. It is a wonderfully sweet and precious little letter. In
it we get an insight into the sort of work Paul did—the fervor of his
love, his great concern and solicitude, the self-sacrifice and devotion with
which he laid himself out for his converts. Also one can see the singular
richness of the teaching which he had given them. He had taught
them about the true God, about Jesus Christ His Son, His death for us,
His resurrection, His present position in heaven, His sure coming again,
and many details of doctrine that cluster around these main facts. Truths
which we may think of interest only to mature Christians, Paul gave ear-
nestly to these babes, and then implied that there was more yet that
they needed, which he hoped to impart to them soon (1 Thess. 3:10.) The
Thessalonian letters are worthy of all study we can put into them.

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS

1. To what place did Paul go from against Paul and his helpers?
Philippi? 8. Why did Paul leave Thessalo-

2. What was in Thesssalonica? nica?

3. How long did Paul teach in the 9. Where did the brethren send
synagogue there? him?

4. What was the theme of his 10. What was the attitude of the
preaching? (Aects 17:2, 3.) Berceans toward the word?

5. Were the Jews in Thessalonica 11. Why does God’s word tell us
responsive to the gospel? that they were ‘“more noble”?

6. What did the unbelieving Jews 12. What was the result of this no-
do? ble attitude? (Aects 17:12.)

7. What accusations did they raise 13. How did Paul and his compan-
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jons conduct themselves among 15. How did he deal with each one?

the Thessalonians?

14. How dearly did he love them?

16. What has the Golden Text to do
with this lesson. See Aets 17:11,

FOURTH LORD’S DAY LESSON OF OCTOBER

PAUL IN CORINTH

Lesson 4.

October 25, 1931.

Golden Text: Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the
greatest of these is love.—1 Cor. 13:13.

Lesson Text: Acts 18:1-11.

1 After these things he departed
from Athens, and eame to Corinth.

2 And he found a certain Jew
named Aquila, a man of Pontus by
race, lately ecome from Italy, with
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius
had commanded all the Jews to de-
part from Rome: and he came unto
them;

3 and because he was of the
same trade, he abode with them,
and they wrought; for by their
trade they were tentmakers.

4 And he reasoned in the syna-
gogue every sabbath, and persuad-
ed Jews and Greeks.

5 But when Silas and Timothy
came down from Macedonia, Paul
was constrained by the word, testi-
fying to the Jews that Jesus was
the Christ.

6 And when they opposed them-
selves and blasphemed, he shook
out his raiment and said unto them,
Your blood be upon your own
heads: I am clean: from henceforth
I will go unto the Gentiles.

7 And he departed thence, and
went into the house of a certain
man named Titus Justus, one that
worshipped God, whose house
joined hard to the synagogue.

8 And Crispus, the ruler of the
synagogue, believed in the Lord
with all his house; and many of
the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized.

9 And the Lord said unto Paul
in the night by a vision, Be not a-
fraid, but speak and hold not thy
peace:

10 for I am with thee, and no
man shall set on thee to harm thee:
for I have much people in this eity.

Study Questions and Brief Comments
Verse 1. On Paul’s sojourn at Ath-
ens and Corinth see Notes. Find
Athens and Corinth on a mai. What
sort of place was Corinth? See
Notes.

Verses 2, 3. With whom did Paul
fall in at Corinth? Why had they
left Italy? Why did Paul abide with
them? Did Paul have a trade?
Verse 4. How is Paul’s earlier work
in Corinth summed up here?

Verse 5. Did Paul seem to gather
fresh force and courage when Silas
and Timothy arrived? What em-
phatic testimony did he bear to the
Jews?

Verse 6. What effect did this have
on the Jews? What did Paul do in
return? (Comp. Acts 18:46.) Why
was he clean of their blood? (Comp.
Acts 20:26, 27.) To whom would he
thenceforth preach?

Verses 7, 8. Where did he thence-
forth carry on his work? What was
the result of his labor in Corinth?
W}.}at did many of the Corinthians
do?

Verses 9, 10. Who spoke to Paul?
How and when? What did the Lord
say to him? Was Paul in need of
such encouragement? (See 1 Cor. 2:
3.) In what sense did the Lord have
much people in that city? (Pros-
pectively.) How only could this peo-
ple be gathered out of the world?
(By the preaching of the gospel.)
Verse 11. How long therefore did
Paul stay there?

11 And he dwelt there a year
and six months, teaching the word
of God among them.

- If you need a book we do not have listed, write us about it and let us
get it for you, Just address, Word and Work, Louisville, Kentu¢ky,
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NOTES ON LESSON 4.

PAUL AT ATHENS ! :

From Bercea (where we left Paul in last lesson) when the Thessalonian
Jews came and raised trouble, the brethren sent him away to the coast,
and those who conducted him brought him as far as Athens. Look at the
map. You will see the two great divisions of Greece, Macedonia, the
northern province, in which Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berca are lo-
- cated; and the southern province Achaia, in which you will find Athens
and Corinth. It is a long way from Bercea to Athens. There the brethren
who accompanied Paul, left him—alone, Timothy and Silas having re-

mained in Bercea. Athens was the center of the world’s education and’

wisdom. It was the also center of idolatry. How Paul faced the situa-
tion and taught both Jews and Greeks, how he was tackled by the philos-
ophers, and his great speech on Mars Hill (‘““Areopagus’) on the Unknown
God is told with vividness in Acts 17:16-34. Be sure to read it. What
was the result? Such as the Savior’s word in Matt. 11:25 would lead
us to expect. No church was established in Athens so far as the record

shows.
CORINTH

A great, wealthy business town wholly sunk in idolatry and full of
the vice and immorality that go with it, was the apostle’s new field. How

he felt while there can be gathered from 1 Cor. 2:3. What he preached at.

Corinth is set forth in 1 Cor. 2:1-4; also 1:18-25, and especially in 1 Cor.

15:1-4. It was ‘“‘the word of the cross,” “Christ, and him crucified,”, the,

“gospel.” This message, apparently so weak and foolish, had a power

over the hearts and minds of men, and produced a profound effect among,
the inhabitants of that wicked city, such as all the teaching and philosophy:

of the world had never been able to produce. (1 Cor. 1:18-21). As a
result of Paul’s preaching “many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and
were baptized.” They became new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17), they were.
washed, justified, sanctified (1 Cor. 6:11) and individually and cellect-
ively became a temple of the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19.)

“I HAVE MUCH PEOPLE IN THIS CITY” :

There were many in Corinth, who would when they heard the gospel’
turn ‘to Christ. The Lord Jesus knew who they were, and in this pros-

pective sense called them His people. May it be He has such a people in
yvour city and your neighborhood, who can be called out of darkness into
God’s marvellous light? And are there perhaps some in this and foreign
countries who have not had much’ opportunity, of whom the same can
be said? Who will go gather them out for the Lord Jesus?

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS

through the Word and Work office.’

there? 15.

Where did Timothy and Silas
come from?

1. To what place did Paul go from 9. Were the Jews in Corinth sub-
Bercea? (See Notes.) - missive to the gospel?

2.  Where is Athens? 10. What did Paul say to them?

3. What great sermon did Paul 11. Where did Paul carry on his
preaeh there? (Notes.) work after he left the syna-

4. What results followed? (Notes.) gogue? TR

5. What companionship did Paul 12. What was the result of his la-
find at Corinth? bors? .

6. What was Paul’s trade? 13. Who spoke to him in a vision?

7. Who came while Paul was 14. What did the Lord say to him?

8.

How long did he stay in Cor-
inth? ' i
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the gospel of the kingdom.”
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speakmg the things concerning the kingdom of God.”

“He expounded the matter, testifying the kingdom of God.”

“He abode two whole years, preaching the kingdom of God,
and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.”

A MISUNDERSTOOD SUBJECT

The following is copied from the Author’s Preface:

“We need to enlarge our conception of God’s word. That the
kingdom is here and that we are in it, is true, for God has so told
us. That the kingdom is to come in world-wide manifestation and
glory and authority is equally certain for Old and New Testament
combine to declare it. If anyone cannot reconcile these things he
can yet accept them both upon the authority of God’s word. And
brethren who are minded to let the Scripture utterances on both
sides of the question stand in their own fair light, and who are un-
willing to bow their necks to any doctrinal yoke that would demand
the expunging of such portions of God’s word as may seem to favor
the one side or the other are not to be condemned as heretics or
evil-doers. Let us rather open our hearts to admit all the kingdom
teaching of the Bible. We shall not go astray in so doing.

“In the following studies the writer has attempted—not to pro-
pound or bolster up some peculiar theory, but to reach, as God gave
him ability and grace, a juster and more comprehensive conception
o§ gledgreat theme of the kingdom of God as set forth in the word
of God.”
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