























they are quenched as the fire of thorns (Ps. 118:12); Thy
hea};l upog thee is like Carmel, and the hair of thy head
like purple. (Song of Sol. 7:5.) Poetic diction in any lan-
guage abounds in such expressions, but in the Semitic lan-
guages they are even more abundant. 3 -

These remarks are only the barest introduction to the
beauties of literature that lie in the poetry of the Old Testa-
ment. This literature is of the highest order, and a study
of this poetry as literature will help immeasurably in inter-
pretation. In fact the one who does not understand the lit-
erary devices used is almost bound to miss some of the force
of the interpretation and application. It will repay any ear-
nest student of the Bible to read the poetical books in the
light of this bare literary introduction given above. He will
find that his understanding of the message will be broadened
and that he will come closer to the meaning that the writers
had to convey.

PATIENCE IN PRAYER

“I waited patientlié for the Lord and He inclined unto me
and heard my cry.”—Ps. 40:1. ; )

It is quite possible for Satan to burden us nervously in
prayer, creating a feverish anxiety to tabulate answers to our
petitions, bringing about a condition of things where the spir-
itual poise of the soul becomes shaken, and restlessness takes
the place of quiet confidence. Let us guard against rush in
the prayer life, against the device of the enemy to drive and
push us, either to act without prayer, or pray without quiet-
ness of spirit. Let us watch that we do not get out of touch
with the Holy Spirit in His constant aim of making the fin-
ished work of Christ effective against everything in us.on
which Satan can operate.—Selected.

BLESSING IN WAITING

A great deal is said in the Bible about waiting for God.
The lesson cannot be too strongly enforced. We easily grow
impatient of God’s delays. Much of our trouble in life comes
out of our restless, sometimes reckless, haste. We cannot wait
for the fruit to ripen, but insist on plucking it while it is green.
We cannot wait for the answers to our prayers, although the
things we ask for may require long years in their preparation.
—J. R. Miller.

Christ Himself is better than any of His blessings; better
than the power, or the victory, or the service, that He grants.
Christ creates spiritual power; but Christ is better than that
power. He is God’s best; He is God; and we may have this
best.—Charles G. Trumbull.

A little girl was once asked how Wesley kept the flesh under, and
she rather wisely. replied that he did it by keeping his soul on top.
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“MILLENNIAL VIEWS AT LEXINGTON”
FraviL HaLL

I would not call in question Brother Elston’s statement,
that “views entertained” at Lexington, Ky. in 1898-1902 “mat-
ter little now in arriving at whatever God teaches on the sub-
ject” (the millennium). But if faithful ones there and other
celebrated pioneers before them taught a “pre-millennium,”
and these men are now recognized by anti-millennialists as
worthy servants of Christ (and they are), it has tremendously
to do with the consistency of the latter who have called loud
and long for the marking and rejecting of true brethren who
now teach the pre-millennial view. If this aspect of the case
were appreciated by all it would be far reaching in promoting
peace. One anti-premillennialist editor seems to get comfort
from Brother Elston’s statement, since he can use it for
pleading that the pioneers be forgotten on the subject. It is
true that pioneer positions cannot determine our faith; but the
pioneer attitude of fellowship and good feeling regardless: of
di((;ferences can shame us who draw lines over such differences
today.

Evidently the many who sang so fervently Brother Jame-
son’s thousand-year hymn at Lexington thought it needed no
interpretation to make known their meaning in singing it, for
the third stanza reads:

“Be of Good cheer: time’s painful conflicts
All will be done when Christ appears;
Then will begin the glorious era,
The reign with Christ a thousand years.”

What folly to try to explain words like that, to make it
clear that the appearing of Christ will be before the thousand
years (pre-millennial), or to try to make it mean anything
else!

One of the most renowned men who matriculated at Lex-
ington told the writer that the following points of teaching
from Robert R. Milligan (co-editor with A. Campbell of Mil-
lenial Harbinger, and later president of College of the Bible
at Lexington) in “The New Testament Commentary, Volume
9, Epistle to the Hebrews,” were made prominent during his
years of tutorship there: (1) On account of sin man lost his
dominion over the earth, which was his, by divine appoint-
ment, and Satan for a time got possession of the world (Gen.
3:15, 24; Psa. 68:18; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4;
Eph. 2:2; 1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:9). (2) That man shall regain
his rightful patrimony (Heb. 2:5-9; Psa. 8:4, 8). (3) That
when the saints possess the kingdom “under the whole heav-
en” (Dan. 7:14, 18, 22), with Satan bound for a thousand years
(Rev. 20:1-6) and (following that, it seems) the earth ‘shall
be renovated by fire, “the prophecy of Isaiah (11 :6-9) may be
more literally fulfilled than we anticipated.” Milligan also
emphasizes the words of Christ: “The meek shall inherit the
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earth.” He says “ambitious men have waded through seas qf
blood” to obtain the earth, but that it shall never be their’s
“except by temporary usurpation,” for “to Abraham and his
seed it has all been given by an irrevocable decree of Jeho-
vah, as their everlasting inheritance” (Rom. 4:13). :

Some brethren would now like to get away from their
black-listing cause against brethren who now believe and
teach as did those worthy ones at Lexington, as did other pio-
neers earlier, and as did the church in the first, second and
third centuries, as the history of the church attests. (See the
celebrated Historians and Encyclopedia for evidence). But
from the frightful marks they have made they cannot escape,
nor can they erase them, unless they confess their error and
seek divine grace. It is late now to claim they have only tried
to show, as brethren, that some of their worthy fellow-citizens
in Christ have held mistaken ideas. But even that much of a
change in attitude is a gain.

FRET NOT THYSELF

There is a healing comfort in the promise of God that
lifts us above the petty difficulties and irritations of life.
Because Abraham knew himself to be the heir of God’s prom-
ises he could without bitterness see selfish Lot seize the best
part of the land for himself (Gen. 13). Because he knew
that all belonged to him by God’s oath and promise Isaac
could meekly let the Philistines rob h¥m of hl_s wells (Gen.
26). Because, as Abigail reminded hln}, David’s soul was
surely bound up in the bundle of life with Jehovah and the
souls of his enemies would be flung out by Him, and beca.us,e
God would surely appoint him a prince over Israel, David’s
anger cooled and he was able to pass over the insult offered
him by Nabal. (1 Sam. 25.) Because their hope and prom-
ise was so good and so sure (Luke 22:28-30) the disciples of
the Lord were released from their fretting and strife as to
which of them was greatest. (Luke 22:24.) And. so is it with
thee, O child of God! When the irritations of life come (as
they will) and anger and rancor of soul threaten to destroy
thy peace—turn to the good promise of God. For all, things
are yours; and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s; and
nothing can sever you from His love. The measure of this
conviction will be the measure of your tranquility.—R. H. B.

TRUST AGAINST APPEARANCES )

Why did the perfect Master sleep in the boat when winds
and waves were raging? Why did He loiter on the road
when Jairus’s daughter was dying? or why did He tarry
where He was when His friend Lazarus was sick in the dis-
tant village of Bethany? But all this is but appearance, and
that for a moment. We have heard of these ways of Jesus,
this sleep, this loitering, and this tarrying, but we also see
the end of Jesus, that all is perfect.—J. G. B.
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ON FOREIGN FIELDS
MISSIONARY NOTES

DGy I

Wilson Burks, Route 7, Cynthiana, Ky., who has shown
a good interest in raising money to enable George Johnson to
return from Brazil after nearly nine years, would appreciate
further contributions to this end. *™* S. K. Dong, who has
started four congregations in Korea, has hope of inaugurating
another ere long. One of the believers who had some commu-
nications with a Communist has been a detriment to the
opening of a new place at present. Many years ago a mis-
sionary was deported from Africa because he did not make
known to the government some word he had heard about a
prospective rebellion which finally materialized.

From China comes word that Bro. Gruver will come
home. He sailed outward April 24, 1929, * * One of the
best letter writers among the missionaries is Helen Pearl
Scott who entered Africa over ten years ago. * * In the
ranks of the fashionable has been enrolled W. L. Brown Jre
who had his tonsils removed. * * George Pepperdine, of Los
Angeles, the good friend of foreign missions, who has also
established in California a home for boys and another for
girls, is now building a college to open September 21. The
cost will be $500,000 and he will put a million dollars of en-
dowment back of it. He is the founder of Western Auto Sup-
nly Co., and, seeing the way in which he uses his money, we
recommend that brethren patronize his stores for auto ac-
cessories and other goods. * * There is no finer work on
earth than preaching the gospel to the lost and the need for
this work is greatest in the heathen lands for (1) that is
where most of the people of earth live, and (2) they have the
least opportunity to know God.

"~ On a trip to Lawrenceburg, Tenn., where Bro. Stribling
is giving 22,000 acres of land for a Christian home, Brother
Morehead received over $100 in mission funds and sold sev-
eral books. Were more preachers doing such work as Bro-
ther Morehead does, there would soon be a very different
story to tell about missions. It is easy to continue in a rut.
Out of saying, “The missionary society is wrong; the church
ougut to do the work” it has come to pass that we have dem-
onstrated ourselves as very human creatures, in some re-
spects greatly resembling those ancients who are described as
saying, but not doing. * * The return to our country of the
Merritt and Reese families threw upon the Scotts, the addi-
tional burden of supervising two more stations. Apparently
it also resulted in their having to assume increased financial
responsibilities without additional income with which to do
it. The departure of the Reeses this month will further in-
crease their responsibilities, and as Helen Pearl is coming
too, it will diminish the working force of Scott & Co,
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Ber 78 ¢ FROM THE MISSION FIELD

SHIODA MURA, JAPAN

We are seeing the end of a very busy winter and spring here.
As a rough estimate of the season’s work we suppose that we have had
from three to four hundred visitors, of which number Mrs. Bixler
served some kind of refreshments to perhaps three hundred and full
meals to something like one hundred brethren and friends. Perhaps
not one of the group receiving refreshments or food were of the “loaves
and fishes” kind. Of this last type—tramps—we have _served likely
15 or 20. Hospitality is taught in the Scriptures, and is a very im-
portant part of life in the Orient. You may be sure that it takes time
and means to be hospitable. Along with our hospitality goes some kind
of oral or written message of Christian love.

When we left for the states three years ago we were showered
with presents. We likewise as members of society here must give as
well as receive presents. I suspect we have given nearly two hundred
presents since our return. Does some one criticize such a way? Bet-
ter be sure about “becoming all things to all men” before doing so.
Leave it off and injure your influence as a person, to say nothing of
your possibilities.

We have held several meetings about here but not as many as
usual since much preparation after our absence was necessary to get
back into the work.

Three have been baptized so far this year. Eight have moved
away from the church to remote parts—a heavy drain on the congre-
gation.

We are just finishing, at our own charges, a dormitory for our
young men who are supporting themselves in the industry. We will
have room for six in the building.

When I say, “at our own charges” in the above paragraph, I don’t

mean to be boastful nor independent. We are glad to have been able
to make it, but we know with Paul that every cent we prevent you
brethren from spending is cutting you out of a Christian blessing. We
are doing it for that purpose. It is for the sake of the Japanese breth-
ren, that they may come to rely upon themselves. They don’t yet
know the joy of giving.

An interesting article from a good brother seems to criticise some
of us for not ‘“asking” for funds. Well, now that’s the kind of a crit-
jcism that is not unpleasant. But, indications to the contrary not-
withstanding, I have traveled among the churches enough to know that
if it were not for some who did nmot campaign for funds that it would
go mighty hard on those who serve the Lord in raising funds. We con-
stantly had it laid at the feet of many that all they did was to “beg
for funds.” There’s hardly a word of truth in it, for I know these
men, but when you touch the purse-strings you pull at the most tender
nerve of a great many people. So it takes both kinds of workers to
keep both kinds of work going. I put on no “campaigns” for funds.
I have to admit that we are flesh and have to have funds to live. We
greatly appreciate every cent of financial assistance that comes from
a willing heart for the direct glory of God and the salvation of souls.
I am glad to announce any program that we may have in mind, leaving
it entirely to the heart of the hearer to respond. As proof of this I
submit the following: :

In a non-Christian land we believe a center for the treating of
human ills to be many times as efficient as the (almost supposedly
commanded) meeting house in a Christian land, for the evangelistic
work of the church. They are so efficient that modernists and other
satanic workers greatly oppose the idea saying it is unfair to play on
the physical incapacitation of a man to reach his heart. I repudiate
their criticisms. By the grace and will of God we are planning to
erect, as soon as possible, a suitable sanatarium for the care of tuber-
culosis. We have a competent doctor among us. We have a fine
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location. We have received three gifts, $478 of the $1500 that we
need. That leaves $1022 worth of o ortunity f ¢ il-
dren! May God bless you. ¥ 20T NYOK SN S

Shioda Mura, Naka Gun, Ibaraki Ken, Jepen.

0. D. Bixler. :

HENG CHOW, CHINA, MISSION

The first Sunday of this month three were baptized. Two of them
have come to the chapel for a long time. One man is a farmer, the other
a ecarpenter, and the woman is my helper with the house work. It was a
hot, sultry day but towards noon clouded up and rained. The people
were late in arriving and it was around 1:30 P. M. when we left the
chapel for the sandy beach across the river. There Mr. Au Yeung per-
formed the ceremony. Opposition there is strong against the gospel.
Last week when we were on the street distributing tracts some of the
students took them and started their own meeting, telling the people that
if they believed what was thereon that there would be no liberty for them
or their country. Then when not enough people were willing to listen
to them they came over to dispute with us.

) As soon as the contract can be made and the place made fit for meet-
ings we will go up to Naam Heung for a time. That field is more fertile
than the Heng Chow one. Later on I'd like to get a place in Kau I market.

More rain is needed. Some provinces are already having famine.
I see the Hong Kong paper is talking water shortage. It seems that as
fast as they build more reservoirs the demand increases that much.

Heng Chow, Kwong Sai, China. Ethel Mattley.

CANTON MISSION
(To. J. W. D. 8.)

Recently we baptized here an elderly lady who has been hearing
the gospel for over two years. She lives in the town of Chan Chuen,
where Miss Bernard and her mother and later the Davises lived. It
seemed that we failed to establish a congregation there, but now through
this one woman we may even yet accomplish our purpose.

Just now we are planning on having a week of special evangelistic
preaching each day in our Bible School, since a few of the students have
not y‘%t come uflto the church.

e pray for the Lord’s richest blessings on yo i
good work for the Master there. ¢ TOU LI JAVL R

P. O. Box 53, Canton, China.

NORTH CHINA MISSION
¢ (To. J. W. D. S.)

I appreciate your kind remembrance of me. And I desire that you
pray earnestly for me here; also for our teacher of the girls school, Miss
Lu,_as she is a _true-hearted girl and needs strength for her heart in her
duties and service and devotion to God. I also feel the strong hand of
Satan against me, and my disappdintment in people has caused me much
sorrow, tears, fasting, and prayer. In fear and trembling do I pass the
time. It is because we are doing a great work that Satan opposes. Only
last Sunday I baptized 27 people without a stop. Also good prospects for
opening more household chapels is in view. But lack of cooperation has
hindered us for some time. Now I have asked Brother Wright to remove
one evangelist to another point, for his heart is hidden, covered, that no
man can know it. I think a Christian should have an open heart so that
all can see his mind. Why should a Christian keep a closed mind? The
girls’ school has about 24 students now. I find much comfort in their
childish confidence and cannot say that I love them any less than foreign
children. Certainly they are just as beautiful, if not as clean. But that
is because nobody ever taught them to wash. Never, never, do the chil-
dren wash, except they be taught to do so, in school, or in exceptional
homes. I am now undecided what to do, whether to come home soon or
not, but think I shall. I can only wait to know what is determined for
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me. I need help in prayer, for my sorrows are great. You see, others
try to crush my heart that I may not work here. But I know God can
give my heart strength. I think a man is just as strong as his heart.

Kaoli, West St., Hopei; N. China. Chas. E. Gruver.
PHILIPPINE MISSION
(To E. L. J.)

Thank you very much for the $— of optional mission funds that
come to help the work here. We are plodding steadily onward, doing
what we can from month to month, trusting God for results as well as
for our personal sustenance. Bro. Isabelo Canonigo, baptized in Feb-
ruary, is a great help to improve our singing. Our present trips are
only to nearby barrios. Greetings to you and to all who know us in
the faith. 0. T. Rodman.

P. S. Our chapel building is now getting a floor, but will have to
remain an open pavilion for some months without walls. A big mango
tree shuts off the worst wind.

AFRICA
FOREST VALE

The time seems to fly, and it is time for another report. We wish to
thank all donors for their kind help and love for us and the work here
since last writing.

I am pleased to report that our work here is progressing. There
have been two more baptisms here, and six baptisms at an out-station,
so we feel the work is really going ahead.

We had Brother and Sister Hadfield with us a few Sundays past,
and enjoyed their visit. Bro. Hadfield took the services. Brother and
Sister Douglas Hadfield were also out one Sunday. When these brethren
come out here, Brother Fred Claassen goes to an out-station and takes
the services there, as it is a change for the natives.

Our day school reopened yesterday. I miss the children about the
place when the holidays are on, although they come to the services and
Bible classes. Some of them go away for their holidays to see relations
in other places. Thev like visiting the same as we do.

Molly was out nursing for two weeks. There was such a lot of sick-
ness about and not enough nurses to attend to the cases. But now the
weather is cooler so there is not so much.

We have had good reports from all the missions about the work,
and they all seem to be having good results for their labors. We can
only sow the seed and let God do the rest. Results are coming in all
around amongst the whites, colored, and natives.

The Nyasaland brethren are also having returns. There is so much
we have to fight against, that without Him we can do nothing.

Please note that our new Box number is P. O. Box 213, Bulawayo,
S. Rhodesia, Africa.

With Christian love and greetings from us all. God bless you all
for your continued help to us. ’

Emma Sherriff.

MACHEKE MISSION

I want to thank you for the help you have sent to us. It is greatly
appreciated, and we thank God for so many friends.

We are having quite good interest in the work of the Lord. Besides
the regular services with the white people we are having several extra.
Three have been baptized. Among the native people there seems to be
good interest and the teaching work goes on. One native teacher has had
some extra work, and expects to go again in a few days. We are accom-
plishing a little by God’s grace. But what mountains of work to do yet!
And so few to do it! Pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers
into His harvest. Behold the fields are white; but where are the labor-
ers? The people are calling for the gospel, but where are the harvesters?

Macheke, S. R., S. Africa. W. N. Short.
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