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C. R.L. 

Good things are ahead for our WOHD AND WOHK family of 
readers. We expect that within the next two or three months tlw 
de tails will he d('vcloped. J ust now I'd like to g ive you a general 
outline of things to come. Each advance is an answer to n particular 
problem. 

The first problem stems from the fact that r or forty )'0<\I'S the 
dricf appeal of tlw W & W lay in the written ministry of H. H. l3oll. 
During the past twelve years no one has rise n to take his place. 
Ko one writer is in view now. However, a number of brethren
known to our renders- have consented to supply material (either 
writing I hcmsdvos, or soliciting articles frorn others). Wide ning 
the c ircle of writers should appeal to a wider g roup of readers. And 
articles, in general, should be more representative of the churche~ 
where most of our readers are found. 

A second problem (maybe it has been nuruhcr one on yom list! ) 
has been our publication schedule. A number of factors have madL· 
it difficult to put the magazine in the mail at the same time eaC'h 
month. The cooperation we're getting from the bre thren men
tioned above encourages us to believe that we will bo able to accumu· 
l.tte a backlog of articles to work from. makilrg it possible to put 
a little more planning into each issue. This should take much of 
the pressure ofl' of us, improve the overall quality, and gel th t· 
magazine out on 1\ regular schedule. 

Other improve ments are "in the works," thanks to a number 
of brethren (and some sisters) who a re sen ·ing as critics and ad\'isors. 
A loca l advisory committee has also been formed to he lp implement 
the suggestions received from the larger !:,'roup. Ernest Lyon is tht· 
111an who has been doing a ll the work of getting people to work with 
us. Largely due to his efforts, the W & \V promises to become th1· 
work of many hands, instead of the product of one ed itor and two 
or three regular contributo rs. 

0 0 0 0 0 

Tho following article is from the editori<ll pngo of Tile Al/iwlc;(J 
Wit11ess. 1t appears here not because of any special interest i11 
John Stormer, hut because of the il>l>Ucs touched upon. It is au 
;.ppropriate sc<juel to my October article. ln my estimation, editor 
Cowles gives us a well-balanced view of how Christians should vii'\\ 
cttrnmt events. 
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LET'S KEEP OUR PERSPECTIVE 

Now that the presidential ballots in the United States have been 
counted, a look at John A. Stonner's latest paperback, The Death of 
a Nation, is in order. 

His earlier book, None Dare Call It Treason, which he synchro
nized with the 1964 elections, reportedly sold seven million copies, 
no mean achievement. In that book Mr. Stonner documented th~ 
inroads of Communism in America and called for "spiritual com
mitment." 

By his own admission, he was not a hom-again man when he 
wrote Treason. He details his conversion thus: 

"On Fchrunry 19, 1965, I came to see that in spite of my 'good' 
life and church affiliations I was a sinner who deserved to go to hell. 
At that point, the word<;, 'Christ died for our sins,' which I had al
ways believer in my l1ead (italics his) became very real-and very 
important-to me. About 2:30 the next morning in the dark livin~ 
room of my home, I asked Cod to forgive my sins on tlw /}(lsi.s that I 
believed Christ had already taken all mt} punishment. 

"Since that time, Cod has mnde a new person of me, doing things 
i11 my life and heart I was never able to do for myself. The Bihl<• 
now makes sense . . . Prayer is a joyous time . . . I look forward to 
p,oing to church. Most important, I long to tell people about what 
]<•sus has done for me-and what He will do for them." 

The Death of ct Nation takes up where Treason left off. Sys· 
tcmatically Mr. Stonner covers the unrest in the city streets, the 
stalemated war in Viet Nam, the slipping U.S. dollar, the disinte
grating moral standards among youth, and finds the documented, 
hlood-rcd finger of Communism in it all. Each chaplet· is salh·d 
with Scripture and with exhortations to tum to Cod. 

Like most polemics, this one is ex<.oessively emotional. The dol
lar was not just threatened earlier this year, it was on "the hrin~: 
of destruction." The leaders of Communist China arc "the Hed 
Chinese butchers." 

Several times he resm1s to suggestive questions. After reciting 
the ambivalent attitudes of government leaders toward the Commu
nists, he asks, "Are these men knowingly aiding the enemy? Are 
they misguided idealists?" Without fear of libel, he makes his ac-· 
c·nsation. 

At tinws Stormer sufFers from a short mmnory. A quotatiou 
used on page 9 tums up again on page l·t Some statistic·s on pa~l' 
5~ were already reported on page 11. 

These arc trivia, of course. John A. Stot·mer d(•sct·ves to Ill' 
heard and heeded. But lest people leap off the bridge for fear of 
his grim prognostications, the book ncc•ds to he set in perspt'cth·t•. 
ThrPe comments may serve this end. 
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The United Stal<•s ~ovcnunent is committed to the hopt• that, 
given sufficient time, Communist leadership will mellow, a new 
~eneration will efl"cct liberalizing reforms nnd Communist nations 
will cease to he a threat to world peace. Time alone will prow 
whether or not this policy possesses validity. 

Conceivably, with the assistance of enough allies, America could 
confront the Communists militarily on a worldwide scale and win. 
But what would be accomplished in exchange for the millions of 
armed men and the cream of economic resources sacrificed in such 
an encounte1·? Tlwrc is no easy solution to the present impass<•. 
~lore than ever we need to pray for "kings, and for all that are in 
authority" ( 1 Tim. 2:2). 

The second observation is that the world has never heen sawd h,· 
dissenters. Stormer himself, alluding to the transformation of Eng
land in the eighteenth century, admits with Bishop Hyle that tlw 
"Dissenters" (so they were named) of that day had "little effect." 
It wus a handful of men, including the \Vesleys and George \Vhite
field, working "in the old apostolic way," who under Cod wrought the 
change (pages 125-6). There is a place for polemics, but it is re
grettable when men devote all their crcati\·e <•nergies to pure dissent, 
unwilling to initiate a positive program. And Stormer seems to 
see this. 

Finally we must not overlook the fact that the real lines of 
huttle ure drawn between God and Satan, not America and Commun
ism. There is little (}\H~stion that Communism-meaning tlw kind 
which is practiced in Hussia and Hed China-is of Satanic origin. 
Its avowed opposition to Cod, to Bihlically decreed societal stmc
tun•s, to practicing Christians, brands it. 

Uut Communism happens to he the latest Satanic endeavor to 
frustrate God's sovereign will on earth. In the first three centurit•s 
of our era it was the Homan Empire and its frenzied persecution of 
!Jdi<•vcrs. Later it was Islam. In the Dark Ages it was a decadent 
Homan Catholic Church. infamous perpetrator of the lnquisitiou. 
Parallel with Communism today is the secular city, the materialism 
that chains us to this world and mesmerizes us in our quest 
for the next. 

We wrestle not against flesh and blood: "\Ve aw up against tlu· 
unseen power that controls this dm·k world" ( Eph. 6:12 Phillips). 
Let us recognize the rc>al foe. Let us employ the whole armor nf 
Cod (verses 13-18). 

:..'lay God help us to "fight the good fight of faith" and "lnv hold 
on ctenmllifc" ( 1 Tim. 6:12) .-H. Robert Cowles. · 

The present circumstance that presses so hard against you is, if 
you arc surrendered to Christ, the hcst shaped tool in the Fatlwr's 
ham) to chisel you for etemity. Trust Him then. Do not push away 
the instnunent lest you losC' its work. (Job 12:9-10) 
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7~Utd /ld~nee 
Seata~e 
.Stanford Chambers 

QUESTIONS ASKED OF US 

Solomon's Quc~ticm: .. A worthy (.-irtuons, K.J.) woman who can lind'(' 
(l'rov. 31:10). 

Solomon appears not to have been too successful in Hnding fur 
a wife just such a woman as he pictures in the passage, but we 
eoulcl assure him, even in this evil generation, that thousands of 
111cn could answer, .. 1 found one just such." And the writer is one 
titus to answer. 1 owe this a ttempt at a fitting tribute to my rccunt
ly departed worthy, virtuous companion of a period of seventy 
years. 1 married a virgin, and she a husband who had never touched 
a woman. 

Tacy Jane Blakeman was born ncar Paxton, Indiana, September 
:u, 1879. H er father. George Samuel Blakeman: he r mother, Eli~
abeth (" Be tsy") Ann Booker. Two sisters and two brothers were 
older, two sisters nnd on<: brother younger. Of the whol(• large 
family, only the youngest remains, 1 vy Combs, widow of Jncoh 
Combs. Tacy Jane grew up. not in the lap of luxury, but too large ly 
in the lap of her mothe r as her nurse. She was !>·ubject (so her 
brothers sa.id ) to every contagion that C<1mc along. She knew other 
sidmesses besides; yet she lived within len days of he r 89th birth· 
day, almost 8 months after a serious fall, due to a sh·oke, resulting 
in a broken hip and a partial paralysis of rectal and urinary parts 
which she never got over to her latest breath, Sept. 11, 1.968. f ew 
have ever hnd more kind friends in the Lord lo intercede, hut 0 111' 

Lord exercised His right to act in accord with Ps. 16:15, and who 
could say Him Nay? And now we would not bring he r back, at 
IH:r age soon to go through the ~<lme or similar afflictions again. 

We two, who then became legally one Sept. 21, 1898 ( Thl' 
necessary words solemnly spoken by the la te Ben. J. Elston ) first met 
at a Fourth of July celebration at Sullivan, Indiana, 1894. Our first 
ride toge ther was t.o attend n night st~rvice at P rovidence chu rch, 
Paxton. vVc two, her brother Aaron and a ne ighbor Coatney Wal
ters were later baptized in an icy stream on a cold December }.lon
dny, 1894, following a three weeks' series of meetings at Shiloh, th0 
preaching hy E lias C. Denny. Not long <lfterward W<l /'oi11ed iu 
with other inte rested ChrisUnns in a mission meeting he d in the· 
Deckard School some five miles west of Shiloh. This successful 
endeavor came to be the Berea congregation, w hose building is now 
on the stale highway between Dugger and Sullivan. H ere w e twu 
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contiuucd in service and worship till we emigrated to New Orleans, 
1907. 

At engagement time I informed Tacy Jane that I had promised 
our Lord, in prayer to which most definite answer was given, that 
I would preach the gospel, and that preaching was to he my life 
work. I pictured the prospects of little im:ome and hardships and 
deprivations __ . Her reaction: "I'll live with you, if we have to live 
in a mil pen!" That was some three years before our marriage. In 
the meantime I Look up school teaching, "as a stepJ?ing-stone" to 
preaching the gospel. I preached my first sermon (so-culled) al 
Terre Haute, April 16, 1898, while in school there. 

In the summer of 1907 I was in gospel tent meetings at Cov
ington, Indiana, (in cooperation with W. J. Brown, after tent meet
hags together at Linton). Here lived the Elmores, who urged that 
I have my wife and three children come up and he in the meetings. 
The Bert Elmores, for health sake, were planning to emigrate to 
Florida. I proposed to my wife thnt if she would let me give up 
school-teaching to do full time prenching, we would emigrate to 
Florida. To my agreeable surprise, she agreed. Her father had 
:>pent the previous winter there and had only good things to say 
of Florida. My father and mother wrote their agreement, so plans 
were soon forming. I had two tent meetings to hold in Illinois. 
to which wife and children were invited, two in Indiana. I got 
IC'ave of absence from school. In the meantime there came a shift 
in the planning and New Orleans came to be the focal southem 
point. Christian High School was in dire need of one to fill an un
avoidable vacancy in the faculty. To teach in a school where the 
Bible was on the daily scheduled appealed. After due investiga
tion and praying we emigrated to New Orleans to work under the 
Sl•venth and Camp Streets congregation in whose building C.H.S. 
was being carried on. In counting the cost, una voidable hardships 
were taken into consideration. \Ve'd have to move in witl1 the 
Principal. We "had all things in common'' with him and his wife. 
Mrs. Chambers did the cooking for all. \Ve learned to cut grits, 
also red beans and rice, a c:ombination new to us, who had always 
considered rice only as a dessert. There were times when we had 
no butter for toast, hut we all had counted the cost. Came increase 
in each family, necessitating separate dwellings. The ''pinch" con
tinued. Mrs. Chambers would keep boarders "to make ends meet." 
This continued two years. The congregation, small in numbers, 
had but two members who owned their own homes. One of these 
was the main financial support, and this man took on a dictatorial 
attitude that others were ceasing to give consent to. A cleavage 
came, and the "alleged" dictator turned against the whole thing, 
school work and church work proper. His purpose and phm came 
lo be to "freeze" the whole thing out. The school work was given 
up. The writer, who had been made an overseer previously, was 
laboring "in word and doctrine" and was being supported by the 
church, which, in order to avoid the "freeze" converted some of the 

318 



abandoned schoolrooms into an apartment for the preacher and 
family to live in. This would not yet be as bad as living "in a rail 
pen"! and it would avoid the purposed "freeze." The plan worked; 
so did our Lord, and increase began to show. We had "saved the 
day." The hardships did not pass immediately, nor the outright 
persecutions, and pmyers did not cease. Tmly there was ferwnt 
pmying for the persecutors. 

But on whom did the hardships fall so heavily as on the faith
ful, uncomplaining wife of the minister of the word? (One member 
yet living remembers my wife's working pnst midnight one Snturday 
half-soling a little boy's shoes for next day.) She shouldered th:! 
responsibility of planning for and looking after six children-Lowell, 
Lois, Lloyd, Logan S., Loyal B., and Lorraine. Our Lord be pmised 
for those days. ( With my own hands I baptized each of the six 
children, but the mother had backed up all the preaching and added 
her own nuture and admonition.) Wife was in every service ancl 
taught the primary class. 

But there was planting and watering, so "God gave the in
ctc~Lo;c." The teaching work expanded, eight classes were formed 
with teachers above the average, over 100 enrollment, a church mort
gage was lifted. It would be n propitious time for a change. After 
a sixteen years' tenure, the prencher should give way to a new man, 
who could serve the congregation with a change of diet. Our chil
dren growing up needed new environment and associations. We 
were helped to find the new man. \V. H. Allen, recommended by 
11. L. Olmstead, wus willing to locate in New Orleuns and luhOI' 
with the Seventh and Camp Streets congregation. The preacher 
could leave and take his conscience along. Wife and children were 
entirely agreeable, but the separation from said church was not 
without the shedding of tears! Wife felt the sepamtion, leaving 
very dear friends behind. Louisville lay ahead, and we have called 
it our home from 1923 till 1968. (An interim of four and a half years 
during a leave of absence from Portland Christian School beginning 
1937, was spent back in New Orleans, and some winters later were 
given to a mission enterprise at Bnmdon, Florida. In these several 
activities Mrs. Chambers was ever at her husband's side, children 
no longer depending.) (This mother of six took pardonable pride 
in being the grandmother of 8, the great-grandmother of 14, the 
great-great-grandmother of 4.) 

\Vife got to make many long trips with her preaching compauion, 
going with him as far west as the Pacific, as far south as Key West, 
hut cast no farther than Dayton aud Springfield, Ohio. Four years 
ago, landing nt Cocoa, Florida, to spend a few days with daughter 
Lois, wife of Jas. W. Hill, Jr., we were shocked by the grievous news 
that our son Logan had "died in his sleep," heart failure the cause. 
The four of us hastened to Louisville to "weep with those who 
weep," Alma and Janet, et al. Wife was sustained by the Lord to 
endure this sorrow, us she hnd been when in 1928 pneumonia plucked 
from us our precious fifteen-year-old Lorraine. Now she has joined 
those gone before and with many more awaits the coming of the 
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rc·st of us-who must not eommit the careless, uupurdouuble sin of 
disappoinhnentl Another trip "together" lies ahead-that of 1 Thcs. 
4:17. Why did our Savior have that word "together" put in that 
verse, except for the comfort it would afford His reborn, blood-washed 
saints, all of whom are to he nlongl Hallelujah! 

"There in that land of light and joy, 
No thoughts of parting come; 

But never-ending ages still 
Shall find us all at home.·· 

-Sung at Grandfather Chambers' funeral, 1SS2 

This is the beginning of a new monthly feature by Alex Wilson 

Meditation At The Lord's Supper 
The New Testament mentions "the Lord's Supper" ami "the 

Lord's Day" ( 1 Cor. 11:20, Hev. 1:10). 
The Lord's Supper is the memorial of His death. Why then do 

we not celebrate it on Friday, the day He died? Because, praise 
God, we remember something in addition to that death. Mmw 
heroes have birthdays or death-days celebrated, but who else htts 
a resurrection day? Keep the Lord's Supper, remembering that 
He died; hut keep it on the Lord's Day, remembering that He arose. 

Historians have discovered that before the time of Christ, the 
Egyptians rebrularly had an "emperor's day" or "Pharaoh's day." 
Luter the custom was observed in Asia Minor, the Homan province 
where the seven churches mentioned in Hevelation were located. 
However, there the day honored the Caesar, of course, instead of 
Pharaoh. At some times and places, '"emperor's day" was kept 011 

the first day of each month. At other times or plact!S it was ou 
whatl~ver day of the month Caesar's coronation-day had been on. 
For instance, if Caesar had been crowned on the 5th of some month, 
then the 5th day of every month would be a holiday-emperor's 
day-as long as he reigned. 0 

This may well be the reason why the early Christians started 
using the tem1, "the Lord's Day," ~nstead of calling the first day of 
I he week "worship-day" or "memorial-day" or some other tem1. When 
t-he emperors began persecuting the believers, demanding their wor
ship, probably in defiance to him and in bold loyalty to Christ, their 
regular day of worship was called Lord's Day: "Our Emperor is 
Jesus Christ, Lord of all rulers and victor over death. We meet 
weekly to honor His resurrection-His coronation-His exaltation to 
authority over ull the universe." 

The widespread use of the first instead of the seventh day for 
worship among the early Christians (contrary to what 7th Day Ad
Ycntists say) is one of the chief historical proofs of Christ's resur
rection. Only something 11s stupendous liS His resurrection can ex· 
plain the origin of the Lord's Day. We serve a living Savior! 

0 Sce the New Bible Dictionary and/or the New Bible Commentary, Eerd-
IIIII IlS. 
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SCC Ai~D THE "CONSORTIUM" 

SO UTllEAST E11N ClllUSTl AN 
COLLEGE, \Vir•chestcr, Kentucky, n 
~chool largely supported by those 
Churches of Christ whose members 
are in tlte main pre-millcnnial in pro
phetic belief has recently entered in
to an ngrecn;ent for working on com
mon problems with six other schools 
in tlte state of Keutucky. Two of 
those schools n.re community colleges 
in the KcntucJ..-y State system and the 
others are generally religious schools 
of Prntcstanl and Catholic support. 

\Vben this coltiortium was an
nounced in the Loui.wille paper 1 
wrote: to President LnVcrn Houtz con
n:ming this matter. In his reply . he 
)..(ave the following infonnation: "The 
c·onsortium of the si." colleges involved 
was fom1cd for tho purpose of explor
ing the feasibility of doing some thin)..(S 
cooperatively which would he infcas
ihlP doni' l>v the schools inc.lividually. 
As we study these possibilities to
s,tether, propos.'tls may be designed to 
~ubmit for f1mding to various funding 
n~tcncics, such ns foundations, COTJ:>Or
ntious and upproprin tu stale nncl fcd
t•rn l ~gencics. Oul' immediate proj
t>ct is to e.xplore seven areas of com
mon interest, each school being rc
'ponsihle for ono oren. Hopefull)'l 
these stucliPs will result in mode 
plans which, with some modification, 
l';m be adapted to the needs of each 
individual institution. \Vc are seek
in~ot funding for this btlllly through T i
tl l· lll of the HiAIH' I' Education Act 
of H)05, D eveloping lnslitutions." 

tht')' were servinl:( Cod in this en
deavor. As you know, if you have 
rend th is column over tho years, 1 
1.'!lll not agree that tlu1t is n way to 
)CI'\'C Cod. 1I Cod wanted l lis serv
nnts of old to go fortl1, "taking noth
iug of the Gentiles," surely Ilc does 
not wnnt them to rovcrsc that now 
and usk u govcmment to tnkc money 
from its constihwnts forcibly by tax
ation and then tum it over to du 
Cod's work. If cvcrytlting in the 
world belongs to Cod, surely He docs 
not 11eed to turn to H is t•ncmies for 
support of His work. If J-lc would not 
allow a small army of 32,000 to fight 
under Cideon agninst a vns l hordl' 
of ~lidianites lest they should feel 
that their miJ,tht)• hnnd won tho vic
tory, surely He will not allow even 
unbelievers to be drafted into Hi~ 
service today. If God ~ lost High did 
nol want Ahmham W keep what had 
hclon~cd to tho King of Sodom, even 
when he won it in warfare, lest til<' 
King of Sodom claim some of the 
credit for making Abraham rich, sure
ly He will not want to bless one ol 
H i.s works in tl1c funn of a colles;t<· 
nnd tlwn have tho nnhclicvcrs in tlw 
govornme nt and among the tc1xpayers 
sny they had been the source of the 
blessing. 

There is :tlso, of course, n constitu
tional principle hero anti with it tl1c 
ques tion ns to whether a Christian 
~hould seek to hcndit by an avoid
llllC<' of that con~tihttion, hut il is tlw 
~pi rituu l principle that matters mo~t. 
Eithl·r a work is of Cod or it .is of 
smuc thing else. Let us not mix the 
two or compromise with the world. 

DON'T BELI EVE T IIAT MAHI
J UANA IS NOT DANGEHOUSI 

I :un certain that President Houtz 
nml the others from sec who decided 
that it Wllb good to enter the school 
iutn an agreement witlt unbelievers 
and seek tax1?aycrs' money from the The botanist who stated that "con-
,.:overnment instead of directly from tinned marijuana use leads straight 
tlu• uivNs WNI' sint•t•ro nnd felt that In tlu· lunatic nwlum" has 1wrfonnf'd 
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1111 act thnt could snvc many lives if 
tht• people who nrc now trying to 
~"Onvim:c themselves thut marijuana is 
not dangerous could read it Rev. 
David Wilkerson, who works in the 
slums in New York City, has hnd a 
~trent deal of experience with mari
juana smokers. He, in his book, Hey, 
Preach .•• You're Comin' Through!, 
states the issue this wuy: "I know what 
marijuana does. It breaks down re
sistance to other drugs. It paves the 
way to alcoholism ana drug addiction. 
It destroys moral values, especially 
sex standards. It speeds up heart 
nction, dilates the pupils of the eyes, 
nnd slows muscle response. It in
creases lnziness and antisocial atti
tudes. It destroys inhibitions, im
pairs judgment. gives a person a feel
ing of greater capability than he actu
ully has, nod distorts his sense of time 
uml space." And yet some of the 
"'liberal" theologians are urging church
t•s to work for the acceptance of 
marijuana ns legal. 

THE ELECTION 

By the tiute you read this we will 
have elected a new president or thrown 
the selection to the House of Re!)re
sentallves. I know of no better illus
tration of how difficult it is to get the 
tmth from the usual means of com
munication - newspapers, magazines, 
radio, und television - than the im
Jlr<'sslon we get of the candidates for 
the presidency. If you didn't try it, 
you should have read three newspa
pers, one supporting each of the can
llidates. Not only would the openly 
Nlitorinl opinion have differ~.~ hut 
twen the news stories were CWtercnt 
You could believe that, for example, 
the third party candidate was an A
mcril.'nn Hitler, a Southern gang lead
t•r, or a modern Moses-that is, you 
c1mld have believed any one of these 
if you took what the newsmen said. 
And then, regardless of what they 
were actually like before the election, 
there is no predicting what they would 
lit' llkt) when the tremendous power 
of the presidency of this country i~ 
plat-ed in their hands. There is one 

thing you can and must do if you 
nrc 11 Christian-Pmy "for all men; for 
kings ami all that are in high place 
• . ." (1 Tim. 2:1b, 2a). 

NEWS BRIEFS & COMMENTARY 

THERE ARE more communists in 
the United States of America now 
than there were in Russia in 1917. 

THE EQUAL-TIME RULE for ra
dio and television was upset in Sep
tember by a Federal Appeals Court 
in Chicago. The opinion said. among 
other things, "In view of the vague
ness of the commission's rules, the 
burden they impose on licensees, and 
the possibility they raise of both com
mission censorship and licensee self
t-cnsorsbip, we conclude that the per
sonal attack and political editorial 
rules would contravene the First A
mendment." If thnt rule bad been 
allowed to stand soon there would 
have been an tlnd of gospel preaching 
on radio and television, and eventually 
there would hnve been an end of 
nnr hroadcnsting that displeased the 
central government 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CJIUHCHES bas called for the end 
of capital punishment and has made 
a resolution calling for an investiga
tion of the police in any city where 
a unit of the National Council plans 
to hold a meeting. I wonder what 
would hnp.vcn if an honest lnvesti
gutlon of the NCC was made by ont• 
of our fine police departments! 

A TYPICAL RELIGIOUS CON
VENTION of our day was outlined in 
11 pupcr I received from u denominn
tional headquarters recently. It stat
ed that one session would be con
sidering "'a variety of crises that face 
Christians-violence, war, world hun
ger, and personal conscience." I then 
rend the rest of the report and found 
no discussion of the Bible, no word 
alxnat Christ or salvation or any Bible 
tlwnw. 

Emest E. Lyon 
1734 Deer Lane 
Louisville, Ky. 4020!) 

If you want to have continuous rtwival in your church, get you 1• 

people to witnessing. -James Kennedy 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE "FEDERAL FUNDS" QUESTION 
L. V. Houtz President S.C.C. 

The attitude one takes toward ac
<'f'ptance of federal funds is entirely 
a matter of personal opinion and in· 
terpretation. The Bible does not 
speak out specifically on the matter. 
Each side can supply scriptures from 
which precepts can be established to 
support its contention. Bro. Lyon has 
cited the CllSc of Abraham and the 
King of Sodom as an example to 
support his position. That his con
cltlSion can be drawn from this pre
<."ept is not to be denied. His exam
ple of Gideon's army is inappropri
ate, for the 31,700 eliminated were 
;lS genuinely God's people as were 
the 300 retained. H anything, this 
illlL~tration would tend to support the 
upposite contention, for more Midian
ites were killed by the swords of their 
fellow-Midianites than were killed by 
the army of Gideon. Thus, God 
showed how He can enlist enemy 
powers to support the cause of His 
peoplt'. 

If we believe that God is so op
posed to His people receiving aid 
from the federnl government, or from 
"unbelievers," we would do well to 
consider some equally impressive pre
cepts. Exodus 11:1-3 depicts God 
instructing the Israelites to ask their 
heathen Egyptian neighbors for their 
gold and silver. In Ezra 7 we find 
tbut King Artuxerxes made available 
from the government treasury funds 
for the building of God's temple and 
ulso for the purchase of sacrillcial ani
mals to be used by the Israelites in 
worshipping God. God even used a 
heathen ruler to rear His chosen ves
sel, Moses-the very one that same 
ruler was intent upon destroying! 
Thus we see that it is not impossible 
nor .improbnble that God may use 
the resources of the heathen to fur
ther the cause of His people. Since 
everything in the world helongs to 
c:od, even the resources of the "un
ht•liever" are His to channel where 
lie will. I pmise Cor for opening up 
such opportunities for SCC! He has 
thus provided opportunities thnt could 
not he affordl.'d if the only funds that 
t•lmld he scripturally used for His 
work were limited to those channeled 
through "those Churches of Christ 
whose members are in the main pre
mlllrnnial in pmphrtic hrlirf." 

While we have the right to ques
tion the constitutionality of any given 
polic)' of our government, it i.'> not 
the prerogative of the individual citi
zen to decide the constitutionality of 
a policy. Precept, established by the 
most <.'Onservative forces of a much 
more conservative age, leaves this 
judgment to the higher courts of the 
land. Until the <.'Ourts make that 
judgment (which indeed they some
day may), our participation in pro
grams made possible by the federal 
govemment is not unconstitutiomll. 
As a taxpayer, I am thankful to God 
that a rortion of my tax money can 
be use< to strengthen the programs 
of SCC nnd similar institutions! My 
refusal of these funds to help our in
stitution will not accomplish anythin~ 
except the channeling of these funds 
into institutions in which the Bible 
cannot be read and pmyer cannot be 
offert•d, but where evolution not only 
may be taught, but in many cast.'s 
must be taught, not merely as theory, 
but as fact! 

I am also con<.'Cmcd over the trans
ition which categorically denounces 
as "unbelievers" "Community col
leges in the Kenhtcky State system 
and . . .(other). . . generally religiolL<; 
schools of Protestant and Catholic sup
port," us well as thtJ tn.'tpnyers of the 
United States. This is a value judg
ment too broad and sweeping to be 
valid, and is not consistent with what 
I have observed of Bro. Lyon's breadth 
of Christian fellowship. Further, had 
he written, ". • .s<.>eks taxpayers' mon
ey from the government in addition to 
that directly from the givers . • . ·· 
rather thnn, "instead of directly from 
the givers ... " he would have been 
more nccurntc. 

It will he good for tlS to be aware 
that mnny members of the Church 
of Christ which is pre-millennial in 
prophetic belief can he found on 
both sides of the federal funding qut>li
tiou. 1 hope that we may be able to 
see that our convictions, regardless of 
the side we take, are extra-Biblical 
and thus n matter of individual inter
prt·tntion and freedom. May wt• 
prarerfullr guard again.~t making thi.~ 
issue another test of fellowship to the 
dividinl( nf God's peoplr. 
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ilissinuury flrsstuger 
"(/_JUa/eJ, tluHfi4 /M- (/oc//' 

OUR FRONT COVER PICTURE 

\Valf'rfa lls Chureh is uow t>njoring the ust· of its completed building. 

W. L. Brown 
Salishury, Hhodcsiu Octoucr 8. 

We lll'f' grateful to all of you in America for the help that you 
J.,we given us in provid ing '' church building here in \i\Taterf<llls. 
The building is now completed and we have b een meeting in it 
for some time. Since wo s!'iu'tcd meeting in the new building w,; 
have had five baptisms i11 om new baptistry. This work, n:-; you 
k·now, is new and it is not easy to reach people these days, but w e 
feel the Lord has greatly blessed our enorts. I think we had om 
largest crowd last Sunday night. vVc also had a good <:rowcl Sun
day morning, with severa l visitors present at each service. 

The new work we st<lrtcd in the Greend<lle Township is meet
ing with success but I don't know what we are going to do when 
the rain!i ltecessitntc a meeting place. Wo need a building tJ1c ro 
badly. Of course a building there would not need to he ns ni<:c 
as we have here for the European work. 

1 was sorry to hear of the passing away of Brother Ui:-:ler. 1 
\\'as in school with him at Odessa Bible College and of course have 
known him for n long time. This is another reminde r that life is 
short and we too will be passing on soon unless the Lord comes first. 
I have felt for some time that I would still b e among the living when 
the Lord comes, and with world conditions as they :ue J be lieve 
thtJ time is at hand. 

David and f are both leaching Bib.le in the government schools 
here in Salisbury. With these opportunities I see no need today to 
have a Mission Station and run a school. The Government is much 
better able to run schools than we are and as long as we have tlw 
opportunit·y to teach the Word of God in them, it is much b etter. 
_\lissionaries toc.by that arc numing schools are sp euding 90 per 
cent or more of their time in educational work and very liLLie is left 
to witucss for the Lord. The govemmenl is raising tht' sta ndard 
or (•ducat ion and putting pressure nn thelll. 

Sbichiro Nakahara 
Shizuokn City, Japan November G. 

\Nc now have fom nten whorn tlw congregation has ulccted for 
leadership; Bros. Amano, lkeda, Oishi and Chisuwn, whos<.' te rm of 
office is assumed for two ye<li'S. They arc neither elders nor deacons 
hut they an· to assnm(' tlwir responsibilities as leaclPrs to takl" C'ar<' 
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of the work as a whole aud to assist in my work. The Lord has 
seen fit to bless each man with his responsible position in tlw work 
and each one is now learning and experiencing many things in order 
to the carrying out the missions here. They were more or lt•ss 
dependent upon me for everything but now they have he~:.'un to sel' 
things for themselves better all the time, and that they can be more 
co-operative with me in every way. 

We arc prayerfully thinking about developing a new mission 
program that will encourage our young Christian men and women 
to participate in direct service aud witness for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We do not know how far we can go with it hut I think 
we will be able to accomplish more for Him if we ever get around 
to it as we think we should do. It requires more workers and more 
time, so we are praying that the Lord will help us in it that our 
young people may respond well to this challenge. Our idea is to 
get more direct contacts with children and adults on the streets or 
on the comers. We feel we need to bear testimony more and often
er, which we haven't done yet. In order to carry on this program 
we are going to usc every possible educational means, such as mov
ies, slides, film-strips, puppet shows and picture-shows. We do need 
to go out telling people more about the Lord. 

We had a church wedding on October 10, and the couple were 
both members of the church here. They are indeed fine young 
people and willing to serve the Lord. She has been a kindergarten 
teacher since last April. 

In our country not too many Christians could llllliT)' to Chris
tians, not that they don't want to but the number is so few. From 
this point of view, we are indeed happy to see these two fine Chris
tians wedded in the Lord. In America it sounds very natural that 
Christians could mnrry to Christians, but here not so. We arc very 
proud of them and thank the Lord evermore for them, too. 

E. A. Rhodes 
Yokohama, Japan October 24. 

The little meeting which we had at Kanazawa, as yet didn't pro
duce any visible results. Just a few came out. A number from Yoko
hmna went so there was a nice group. The town is an old one and 
full of idols, temples and shrines. The younger generation is not 
much concemed with such things, as they are more material minded. 
An editorial in one of the daily papers said that they were making 
usc of the alphabet, the ABC's. The young ladies want to marry 
a man with an Apartment, without his Ba-ah (mother), and who 
has a Car. He mentioned a number of things, such as a Cooker 
(electric range) Centnll heating and Cottage ( !i,ummer house). So 
it seems that if it is not idolatry, as we see it, it is love of this world 
and the things of the world and the love of God cannot enter. How
ever, as always, there arc those who desire eternal things nnd arc 
willing to give up the visible pleasures. The influence of this on 
the worldly minded can make a good impression. I am glad that 
there are some in the church at Yokohama who have this influence. 
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Bro. Bixler wi ll indeed be mis~ed greatly, as he wus n·spousibh: 
for quite a number of projects whieh he started and they depended 
much on him. I have 1..'11own him almost 60 years and for fifty years 
W(:) haven't lived very far apar t. For about 12 years in Ibarnki we 
often visited. He wns interested in mankind and his heart went out 
to the outcast, oven to the lepers, aml his contact with people was 
from the lowest to the highest, even having an audience with thl: 
Emperor! He was one of om closest friends and the memory of 
him is one of our treasures. 

J\ lissionnry r\cws Note (S tntc-sidc) 

Dear fttithful "Messengers" 
Today I re-read Sister Elaine BritteU's letter in the August num

ber of \'Vord and Work. Though 84 years of age 1 still drive our 
ear and wonder how I could get along without it. J !>urdy would 
not want to know that Sister Brittell did not have the meaJls to 
buy gas or food with all the work she does. 

I ulso knew Bro. Janes very well. At the age of 22 he came to 
f\ehrnskn and held us a meeting, making our home ( Henry Ehres
Jilan ) his home. ancl how we enjoyed having him with us. J also 
knew Janie well. 

I also would not want to get along without the \Von! and Work. 
En<:loscd find a check for $10.50-the 50c is for postage and the $10 
you will please send to Sister E laine. 

-Mrs. Margaret E. Brown, Stanwood, Iowa. 

?~teedam ta 

&~a~t9et'7e 
Alex V. Wilson 

Tbc rollowing-in two parl\-WaS presented tluriug the 1968 Loub'Ville Chris
linu Fellowship Week. 

Two kinds of freedom are important for evangelism: external 
freedom-outside of Otll'selves, not dependent on us,-and internal 
freedom-within us, liberty from inner bnJTiers and restrictions. 

External Freedom 

This legal freedom to worship and witness js not essential for 
<' vaugclism. History shows that sometimes the church has grown 
fastest whon government opposition has been stron~cst. Pagan nouw 
tried to smash Christianity, but discovered that 'the blood of the 
Ularlyrs is the seed of the churcb." Like the heads of Medusa, it 
seemed that each martyr was replaced by two new <.:onverl's. 
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Yet religious freedom is a blessing to he highly prized. Sonw 
lunds today have no such freedom at ull. Christians in those lands 
must worship and witness secretly if they wish to remain free. Some 
other lands have religious freedom for their citizens, hut do not 
allow American missionaries to enter. "Closed lands," we cull them 
. . . hut s!Joulcl we call them that? Missionary Sam Moffat said, 
"Communist China is not closed to our brothers, the Chinese Chris
tians. I do not know by what quirk of national pride we Americans 
begin to call the door to the gospel closed as soon us our American 
missionaries cannot get into any area." That statement was made 
some years ago; China now is closed to open wib1ess even by Chinese 
Chri'itians. But Moffat's statement is true of other lands, such as 
Cuba, Burma, Cambodia and Russia. Though our missionaries are 
excluded from these lands, there are believers there-our brothers and 
sisters. Most of them are walking a dangerous, lonely road; how we 
should uphold them in prayer! 

And we can do more than pray. There are severn} ways we 
cun crawl through the cracks under the doors closed to om· mission
aries. Radio, for instance. Station EL W A in Liberia blankets the 
African continent with gospel programs in 90 different languages. 
The Far East BroadC'asting Company beams forth the message of 
Christ in 35 Asian lanb'tmges, reaching even India, Red China and 
Russia. Sometimes letters from Communist lands reach the radio 
station, e:q>ressing-in vague, veiled language (because of censor
ship) -appreciation for the programs. Other missionary stations 
around the world also arc sounding forth the word of God far and 
near. 

A drnmatic chapter of missionary history began a year or so 
ago. After the Red Guards went on the rampage in China, afflicting 
Christians and burning every Bible they could uncover anywhere, 
the Far East Broadcasting Company started a new type program. 
It was Scripture-dictation, in which long passages of the Bible were 
read slowly so that listeners could write out, word for word, their 
own copies of God's word. Imagine such scenes! How much more 
would the Bible mean to us if the only copies available were the 
ones we laboriously wrote out while listening secretly to radio pro
grams forbidden by the govemment?? 

We can reach lands closed to our missionaries in another wav 
too: reach their citizens who visit the U.S. For example, Afghani
stan is a fanatical Moslem country bitterly resistant to the gospel. 
But some jet pilots from there came here to receive advanced trnitt
ing. Somehow a Christian witness was given to them, and one of 
the pilots received Christ. Shortly before his training period in the 
U.S. ended, he was asked, "What will happen when you go home, 
and people learn you've become a Christian?" "111 probably be 
killed, maybe by my own family,n he replied. A week or so follow
ing his rctum, the plane he was piloting blew up, doubtless due to 
sn botagc. Yet here was a soul saved, and before he died he had 
given a bold testimony about Christ to his countrymen. 
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Multitudes of foreigners visit the U.S. yearly. Foreign students 
alone number over 100,000. (The U. of L. had 137 last semester.) 
Many of them are lonely, perhaps discouraged. Nearly all are 
curious about American customs, attitudes, family life, etc. If 
Christian families would befriend some of them and invite them for 
meals or overnight or for weekend visits, a clear and loving witness 
for Christ could be presented. Any of them who bec-ame Christians 
would return to their lands as workers for the Lord. The William 
Prices of Louisville have influenced a number of Japanese young 
pl~ople through the years, and thus from their home in Kentucky 
they have helped build the church in Japan. 

In thinking of lands closed to Americans, we must remember 
that many lands are still open. The Day Of American Missionaries -1 
Working Overseas Is Not Ended By Any Means! Clyde Taylor, 
who knows as much about worldwide mission fields as any other 
living man, declared: 

The greatest miracle of this decade is the fact that there 
arc so mall)' open doors through which we can proclaim the 
gospel of Christ. There are 101 open fields apart from the 
oppmtunities in Europe. 

Obviously, our major need is NOT external freedom to evange
lize. The greatest need is internal: liberty from the barriers and 
restrictions \vithin our hearts. 

Internal Freedom 

At least three kinds of inner freedom are required. 1. 1/reedom 
from Monasticism, in Attitudes: By this I mean our tcndenc)' to 
isolate ourselves from the unsaved. Many of us lack meaningful 
contact with nonChristians. Our Christian homes, schools, ami 
churches with their many programs and activities insulate us so 
thoroughly that some of us have no unsaved friends. We live in a 
spiritual ghetto which our Master never intended. We hardly know 
how to talk with nonChristians. And if we do witness to them, 
they often feel that our words come not as a loving message from 
a friend, but as a threat from an outsider. They feel we are invading 
their pl'ivacy without invitation so that we may add their scalp to 
our belt. Instinctively they resist such a seeming invasion, m1d throw 
au iron curtain around themselves. 

John Stott has ably expressed our needs: "Our Christian calling 
is both to abide in Christ and to live in the world. To abide in 
Christ without living in the world is to abandon the world to its own 
ruin; to live in the world without abiding in Christ is to bring ruin 
upon ourselves. Unless we abide in Christ we have no testimony 
to hear; unless we live in the world, we have no one to whom to 
heal' it. 

(To be concluded next month) 
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?''eedaeu i<epleuet4 
A Fatal Oversight 

H. H. Boll - 1917 

It is so t!asy for men to lose themselves in the consideration of 
.~ccomlary causes, to forget Him that owns the universe and controls 
it according to His own will. Without Him not a sparrow falls; 
He "muketh poor and maketh rich;" He "bringeth low and lifteth up;'' 
He woundeth and healeth; He has done what He pleased "in the 
heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all the deeps." Thus many 
scientists become atheists and materialists because behind the laws 
and forces they have been studying they see not God, nor any place 
for a God. 

Thus also faithless Israel understood not whence came their 
blessing, nor the real source of their affiictions. It was for this cause 
and for that, that they had conflicts and were smitten by their enemies 
-bud policy, perhaps, blunders in generalship and tactics, bad mili
tary discipline, insufficient forces or arms. All of these things may 
indeed have figured in their disasters, but they did not constitute 
the cause. And while thinking on these things they did not "regard 
the work of Jehovah, neither have they considered the works of his 
hands." Their thoughts did not rise so high us that. They broke 
down houses and repaired the walls, and gathered reservoirs of water 
against the days of siege, but "Ye looked not unto him that had done 
this, neither had ye respect to him that purposed it long ago" ( lsa. 
22:9-11). 

So do we get exceeding wise sometimes with that blind wisdom 
of the earth. We can see why this happened and why that. We 
can fi1:,rure out the whys and wherefores of things. We have reasoned 
about the "how" until we have forgotten the "what," and so God 
is left out, His promise discredited, prayer seems useless, and W(~ 
feel justified to make sport of the childlike faith that believes God 
will do just what He said. Oh, the cheap reasonings that blin<.l 
men's minds! 

"FROM WHENCE SHALL MY HELP COME?" 
When it comes to puss that men leave God out of their calcula

tions and deal only with secondary causes, then it follows that they 
no longer look to God for help. They address themselves to sec
ondary helps for assistance and relief. "When Ephraim saw his 
sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to Assyria, 
and sent to King Jareb." Alas, Ephraim! King Jareb cannot help 
when God rises up against you, nor can he cure the wound when 
Cod strikes! ( Hos. 5:13-15.) 

And when the Christhtn becomes steeped in the futile wisdom 
of the world, vainly puffed up in his fleshly mind, he will seek refuge 
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in the world's rudiments, in pagan philosophy, in poets' sentiments, 
in art, in music, in logic and disputatious self-conceit. He will he
gin to talk about "psychology .. and "chamcter building" and ''self
culture" and "will power" and "formation of habits,.. and about 
politics and sociology-things which Aristotle and Socrates and other 
heathen might have set forth with equal force. These things never 
did save and never will, until a man can lift himself up by his owu 
bootstraps. And they hope to compass the salvation of men's soul~ 
by that message of death But where is the gospel that can lift up 
the publican and harlot? Where is the story of God's love that 
melts stony hearts? Where the tmnsforming power of "Christ in 
you, the hope of glory," and the teaching concerning the "Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus"? And when the gospel is taught, it is often 
with such nn affectation of great deepness and in such adulteration 
with humnn philosophy that the cross of Christ is made of none 
effect (1 Cor. 1:17). 

Blessed be the day for Israel when they shall give up the vain 
help of man, and say: "Assyria shall not snve us; we will not rid.: 
upon horses . . . for in thee the fatherless findeth mercy" ( Hos. 
14:3). And happy are those who lift up their eyes and say: "Our 
help cometh from Jehovah, who made heaven and earth" (Psa. 121: 
1, 2). 

You've Got a Patch On Your Seat 
C. Donald Cole 

A ty{ical missionary is seldom if ever preoccupied with tlw 
matter o his personal qualifications for the work. To him th(! 
question of fitness is somewhat like an examination: having passed, 
and gotten a recommendation from the brethren, he soon forgets 
the agony and suspense endured while waiting for their decision. 
Once on the field he concentmtes instead on riding out the stonns 
that soon begin to batter his soul. 

To be "spiritual" on the mi<~sion field, he discovers, is <:onsider
ahly more difficult than it was at home; and it takes more than a 
seraphic smile and a soft voice to convince the citizens of his new 
home that he is indeed a man sent from God. Zeal, to be sure, and 
all the other fine qualities that, supposedly, fitted him for the work 
abroad, were definitely important. No denying it. But even more 
crucial to his present situation than the gentler elements of spiritual
ity, he decides, are guts and stamina. So it's natural that mission
aries who-perhaps more quickly than other men-soon become dis
illusioned with themselves, tend to take themselves less seriously 
than do the saints at home. Inevitably, they amuse themselves by 
compiling lists of "realistic" essentials for the truly successful mis
sionary. 

In Angola this wns definitely the case. There the old-timers 
liked to insist that to be a real missionary you had to cross the Quanza, 
and shoot a lion, and acquire a typewriter. Clearly, this was more 
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realistic than all those ridiculous accomplishments anu proficitmcies 
commonly required of missionary candidates. 

For the times, however, it was a tall order indeed, ~md .1 
serious test of a man's mettle. Crossing the Quanza, for example, 
was not easily accomplished in the hard old days when there were 
neither bridges nor tame natives. Nowadays, of course, it's no feat 
at all. You rumble over a steel bridge in a pickup, waving languidly 
(as is fitting for whites) to docile attendants. But in the early 
days when blacks had pride and a sense of personal worth it took 
impressive eloquence and dickering and good will to persuade them 
to ferry you and your stuff over the broad, brown waters of the 
Hiver Quanza. 

Like my contemporaries, I, too, crossed the Quanza in a pickup. 
And from a Jewish friend in Silva Porto, an importer of sundry 
things, I bought a typewriter. Clearly, I was making progress, and 
was well on the way to qualifying. There was just one thing-the 
matter of a lion, and though my wife and I lived in Africa for 18 
years I neither saw nor shot a lion. By the old, "realistic" standards 
I failed to measure up. 

But I don't mind, for though I shot no lions I did learn some
thing about Africa and Africans; and especially during the war years 
that followed the Rebellion of 1961 I was startled occasionally to 
uiscover how much I loved persons who, at the beginning, were 
probably only prospects for conversion. 

Besides, it was time to update the list of realistic qualifications 
fm· cfi"ectivc work among Afric-.1ns. The barriers to really solid 
work-getting the attention of the people, and bringing them face 
to fa<.:e with the fact of Christ-are no longer physical. Africa, for 
example, is fur from being a nearly impenetrable wilderness; even 
a child can now cross the Quanza unaided. But to some the name 
still summons up only ronumtic things-drums sobbing in the dark
ness, thundering waterfalls, and tropical storms that crash and shriek 
as though creation itself were coming apart. I know those things, 
too, and was very conscious of them. I was always sensitive to the 
African landscape-the long yellow grass and the green valleys and 
the broad plains, too, that were sometimes alive with herds of ante· 
lope that moved <..-easelessly across them, back and forth, like shadows 
<..-ast by drifting clouds. 

Even the smells-the acrid smell of smoke, biting when the 
f.\ggots were wet, sometimes pungent when a child had gathered 
the wrong kind of sticks, and the smell of wild honey, and the smell 
of fresh water near the source of a smallish stream-! loved the 
smells of Africa. 

The sounds, too. I'm convinced that nowhere else in the world 
does sound carry as it does in Africa. So often a plaintive note 
comes floating across the plains, like a chip carried on sluggish water, 
and you look in vain for the animal or human being that sent the 
sound on its way. Even the immense emptiness of the everlasting 
plains, as Africans call a vast stretch of scrubland in eastern Angola, 
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simply hums with sound-for those with ears to hear it. l once 
heard the cry of an eagle over those plains, and when I looked up I 
s<lw only a speck against the hard, dry-season sky. How could its 
cry have traveled so far? 

Even so, notwithstanding the immense power of the physical 
things of Africa, it's not this that makes or breaks you as a mission· 
ary. Some have professed a love for the land while hardly disguis
ing their contempt for the people, though how this can he I shall 
never know. But others have feared the land-its hugs and its 
diseuses and its storms and burning sun-yet withal nearly hurst 
with passion for the people of Mrica. So it's not the lund, not the 
physical things and one's reaction to them that determine the worth 
of a missionary. 

The people themselves insist upon a say in the matter. Years 
ago they were already discussing their own checklists of essential 
qualifications for a missionary. And only those who measured up 
to the checklists written by the people themselves were truly suc
cessful. Theirs were the only truly realistic lists. 

Arc the lists alike? In some respects they are similar, but per· 
Imps the emphasis is different. For among the Africans, at least, a 
missionary needs more than zeal and enthusiasm and the usual string 
of aggressive qualities that Americans consider to be vital. Africans 
require in a missionary a teachable spirit. True, a missionary is 
essentially a teacher-a man with a message to proclaim and a way 
of life to teach. But to teach he must be tcachnhlc. Only thos(l 
who arc teachable can have a word for him that is weary (Isaiah 
50:4). 

I remember as though it were. yesterday the attempts of Fin nino 
the Elder to impress this lesson on my own soul. It was probably 
to him more than to any other person that I owed a certain aware· 
ness of the Afric<m's right to insist upon respect for llis viewpoint, 
and his right to find in a missionary the specific qualities that will 
make that missionary truly successful in the situation at hand. 

It all began in 1949, a year after our arrival. During that year I 
had studied Umbundu, and practiced it, and I was actually making 
progress, though at times I despaired of ever teaming that mystifying 
language. The church evidently thought I was doing well, for the 
elders in the church of which Firmino was a man of importance seut 
me an invitation-a letter written in Portuguese-to attend their con
ference. Of course I was delighted to accept. "Do they hear me?" 
I asked myself. 

I remember the hike to Firmino's village-about six miles. To 
me that was impressive at the time, though later 1 once walked 40 
miles fn n day. For the hike I had donned a pair of khakis-G.!. 
pants that I had taken home from the anny. They were old and 
wum, and they had a neat patch in the scat, and they were com
fortable. But that patch was to set the course of my service for 
the Lord in Africa. A mere patch! 
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After the church serviees for the day Firmino came to me. He 
approached solemnly, erect and expressionless, and when he reached 
me he stood looking at me, saying nothing while he covered his 
mouth with his hand. Then he began to shake his head from side 
to side, gently, almost painfully as if he had a toothache. 

"Is there something wrong?" I asked. "Is there an affair?" 
"It's not right," he said from behind his hand. "It's not right." 
"Ndati?" I said. "What's not right?'' 
Only after we had gone through this ritual several times did he 

remove his hand from covering his mouth, stntighten up and say in 
tones he might use for announcing the arrival of Doomsday, 

"NaJa Cole, you have a patch on the seat of your pants!" 
Had it not been for hio; unutterably solemn, almost lugubrious 

expression, I'd have laughed. Is that all, I thought. But I pointed 
at his garments-a patchwork that resembled an old quilt. He was 
an animated scarecrow. "Look at you," I said, not knowing that T 
was insulting him. 

He drew himself up with the dignity of which only African 
elders are c-apable, eyed me severely for a moment, and then said, 
"NaJa Cole, I have no better clothing. But you dol" He underlined 
the words. 

I was puzzled. "Well," I said, "it's true. But I didn't want to 
show off my good clothes. I thought I'd like to look like the rest 
of you." 

"Naln Cole," Firmino said gently, "would you wear those pants 
tc• sec the governor of Angola?" 

"No," I admitted. 
"Nala Cole," he repeated my name, for such is the custom. 

"would you wear those pants to see the chefe de posto? Would yon 
now? Say it now, Nala Cole!" 

"No," f again admitted 'Td not wear them to see the cliefe." 
"But you would wear them to see us, eh?" He nearly shouted it. 

"\Ve don't count, do we, NaJa Cole? We're just common blacks, 
eh? eh?" 

He sputtered on for a moment while I stood silently like a school
hoy before the principal, hut I could see that he had relaxed and 
was smiling, and I could see what the years were to confirm-that 
he· was a friend, loyal and true. 

Years later an African friend, living miles from the scene of that 
l'ncounter with Firmino, reminded me of he incident. ''How did 
you know?" I demanded. Firmino had died long since. 

"We all know the story," he laughed. "Firmino the Elder dt·· 
deled that you were teachable," he added, "so he took a chance." 

lVIy African friend looked over his shoulder, as Africans do when 
saying something very imponmt. "The risk paid off," he said softly, 
"you rcere teach~~ble. You learned to respect us. Maybe that's why 
we listen to yon. 
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He was e1nh arrassed uow, as rn<m sometimes an'l when sayin~ 
c<>mplimentary things to each other. "You did some stupid things. 
But you wm·e teachable." 

Looking back, I value the encounter with Firmino as absolutely 
vital. ln wearing my patched pants 1 thought 1 was identifying 
with the Africans in tlleir poverty. But from their vicwpoint-whiclt 
is all that really mattered-! was despising them. 

Ever after that I wore a jacket and tie when preaching in 
Ahica. To many whites, clad in their shorts and open-neck shirts. 
1 must have presented an odd, even eccentric figure as I pedalled a 
bike on a native path-a crazy missionary, they said, perhaps a mad 
inglez, pedallb1g a bike while wearing a shirt and tie, and a jacket. 
But to my African hre tlu·en it was the only acceptable outfit for a 
preacher. And whose opinion mattered? - Tn The Fit•7tls 

.J. I I. J\'l tCa lch 

Whal do we renlly want? vVhat is WOI'lh our whik•? 
We have known many young men who have sacrificed a great 

deal in the interest of obtaining a degree in medicine. If married. 
their wives contt·ibuted sacrifically also. Others have spent- man)' 
years of concenb·ated effort in diffe rent branches of higher learnin~. 
All have appeared to be quite happy in spite of the temporary hard
ships that were required. Anticipa tion of the great satisfaction a
head made every intermediate step one of meaning and value. 

''These all died in fa ith, not having received the promise:s, hut 
having seen them afar off, and were p ersuaded of them, and em
braced them, and confessed that tl1ey were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth." The heroes of the faith mentioned specifically were 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Sarah. The same application may be 
made, however, to all the heroes of fa ith who have come after thcn t 
:mel have tasted death at a later time. 

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises.'' 
These promises of Cod, nevertheless, were to them real and certain. 
Every step taken in this life brought them closer to the ultimnt<• 
goal. And so these steps became happy ones and full of meaning. 

Drifting without direction cannot possibly satisfy. Each man, 
in his own heart, knows this to be tme. To die in faith we must 
live in faith. When we live in faith we know that we shall reach 
~hat et~!·nal city "which hath foundations, whose huilder and maker 
1s God. 
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Missions Forum:· "I Am Rich" 
am fabulously rich. I have never been desperately hungry. 

I have never been a refugee. I have never been a prisoner. The 
secret police have never knocked on my door at night. No lepers 
roam the streets of my village. I have always lived within a few 
miles of a doctm·'s services. In our town I have never heard the 
guns of approaching armies. I have never seen enemy troops occupy 
our town. No one died in our community this year of starvation. 
Our house has many rooms and each memhcr of our family has a 
h<·d. It is little wonder that to 9/10 of the earth's people most 
Americans appear to be fabulously rich. (Robert Krieder) 

How Much Do You Throw Away? 
The stmy cats and dogs wandering !the alleys in Louisville to· 

night arc hetter fed than one-half of the world's population. ( HidJ· 
ard Hamsey, in a message at a former Bible conference) 

But the Joneses Don't Do That! 
A friend of mine spent two tenns as a missionary in Asia, hut 

now is in the U.S. because of health. Recently he told me of his 
children's enjoying ice skating: "we bought them some second-hand 
skates and they're really enjoying it." I commented that buyinp; 
used skates is quite unusual. 'Tve noticed that too," he replied . 
.. The fancy American way of life is a startling sort of thing. It 
makes you hlink your eyes. But when you've lived in other coun
tries, when you've seen what it means to live in a bare little room 
without running water or electricity, without heat, with a thin 
mtion of food and poor medical care, it does something to you. 
Buying second-hand skates for my kids seems perfectly in ord(•r. 
( From HIS ~agazine) 

What, .Me Take A Risk? 
A student's hand shot up as the missionary finished his address . 

.. \Vhat kind of retirement scheme for missionaries does your society 
operate?" The missionary looked him straight in the eye. "There's 
a cemetery beside the mission station," he replied. (From HIS 
Ma~nzine, 1/67) 

Lasting Hiches Available-For a Price 
From a missionary's letter: Youth of India are feeling the press

ure of our times nnd are casting about for an anchorage. \V<• had 
one of these youths in our office this summer. He belonged to a 
militant religion, but he was hungry for reality. While with us h(• 
found Christ. As he studied the Bihle he reveled in his new-found 
satisfaction. His joy was disturbed, however, when he learned 
that his father had hired five men to assassinate him. He fled to 
another Christian center and enjoyed a short-lived reprieve. Ht• 
fled again to an isolated mission station. Two weeks ago we were 
informed that his hody had been picked up in Bombay. Discipleship 
is costly. 

Someone has said, "90% of the so-called Christians in the U.S. 
would turn nonChristian within two weeks' time if thev had to live 
in a \(oslem community." · 

The End 
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Jonah, God's Missionary 
Thomas C. Bozeman 

In the story concerning the prophet Jonah many vital and inter
esting truths help to give a definite missionary slant. Instead of 
seeing and understanding the underlying teachings of the book, how
ever, the average reader knows only that Jonah was swallowed by a 
great fish and carried to the bottom of the ocean. Let us bring 
Jonah up from the depths and look at him and his life to discover 
what God is saying to us through this man. 

Several different phases appear in Jonah's life, and they are 
applicable and pertinent to our present-day missionary enterprise. 
As Jonah was called of God to leave his home and land to minister 
to a strange people we can easily see the parallel in our present 
progmm. 

The first phase in Jonah's life was the claim of missions. Sud-i 
denly and vividly there came into the life of this man a call un
mistakably from God. In a distant land was a city called Nine
veh, where many thousands of people sat directly under the wrath 
of a holy God. Someone must go immediately and warn them 
of the impending danger. God put His claim on Jonah for this most 
necessary ministry. 

The Ninevites, meanwhile, sat in ignorance of the judgment 
that loomed so perilously close at hand.. Their only ray of hope and 
salvation was in the obedience of the man who hud received God'.; 
message. God's call to Jonah was simple and clear: "Arise, go to 
Nineveh." It was not cloaked in obscurity or confusion; anyone 
could have understood it. Jonah did understand God's call and he 
realized the implications and r<>sponsibilities that it involved. But 
he responded negatively to God regarding this vital ministry. 

In like manner today God puts His claim upon our lives. Do('s 
He not say to us; "Arise, go"? Are there no Ninevehs today, sit
ting under the shadow of an eternal condemnation, tlmt must he 
warned before it is too late? Why is God's claim so important 
that it demands our pl'im!lfy attention? There are sever.tl reasons. 
One is because of the pitiful plight of the heathen; another concems 
their eventual destiny. Can we not see tlmt we are His property, 
His representatives, the very trustees of the gospel, and that He 
claims us and our lives for His purposes? The world claims our 
time, attention and services and we are all too quick to respond. 
Eternal matters demand priority, however, and we must answer the 
claim that God puts upon us. 

The second phase in Jonah's life may he called the calamity of 
missions. The sad truth is that this part of his life describes a 
large percentage of Christians today, especially young people. It 
need not he so, however; one does not hnvc to become a missionary 
casualty .. 

Why was this phase of Jonah's life such a calamity? First of 
all, he unmistakably knew God's will nnd heard His call. yet de-
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Hbcmtely avoided it. What a calamity! Second, he showed a 
total lack of love and interest for the welfare of the Nineveh Gen
tiles. To him they were just ignorant heathen who deserved God's 
judgment. Why should he be concerned or bothered? He ab
horred them and refused to be God's instrument for their deliver· 
ance. Third, a great loss w·cts incurred by Jonah personally and by 
those under his responsibility. Fourth and probably the most im
portant reason of all: Jonah had the only remedy for those on 
their way to an eternal doom and damnation. In his heart was the 
message of life and deliverance from condemnation and judgment, 
and he refused to take it to those who so desperately needed to hear 
it. This was a criminal act on the prophet's part. May God de
liver us from such actions in our own lives. 

The third phase of the prophet's life has to do with the conflict 
of missions. After Jonah made the decision to flee from God's claims 
upon his life he began looking for a way out. He had no trouble 
in finding a ship that presumably would take him far away from 
the terrifying, unrelenting voice. 

When we likewise decide that God's claims are not binding or 
important we will seek passage on some ship. One is the great ship 
of materialism that sits so majestically in the harbor and promises 
much. It is loaded with passengers but there is plenty of room for 
more. 

One of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship pilots who services 
the missions here in West Irian recently told us why he came to 
the field. He was graduated from one of the top electronics schoob 
in America and because of his vast knowledge in the field he was 
able quickly to secure an excellent job with an electronics manu
facturing company. He rose rapidly in their ranks and his salary 
began to come in large figures. Life for him became one big luxury 
He was fixed comfortably, riding first class on the big vessel of mate
rialism. 

One day God whispered to him,"When you come to the end of 
your life and look back, what are you going to see?" As the young 
man pondered this momentous question his luxury began to pall. 
He realized tl1at a life that would yield eternal benefits must be 
put at God's disposal. He is now in West Irian serving God in a full 
c:apacity, using his life for something eternally profitable. 

We could also mention the ships of worldly pleasure, fear, self
indulgence, among others. These are elements that conflict with the 
life of all of God's children. We must recognize them for what 
they are and deal with them accordingly. They would take us 
away from all that God has planned for us. They would hinder 
the conversion of many persons. 

There is a brighter and better phase of Jonah's life, one we will 
call the consolation of missions. The prophet finally realized it 
was God with whom he had to do and he accepted God's merciful 
second chance for his ministry to be salvaged. Failure need never 
he final or fatal. As Jonah entered the great city of Nineveh and 
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hegrut to deliver his message of repentance there was a forsaking of 
sin and wickedness. The city had been spared God's wrath and ]01.ah 
was the man He had used to accomplish His purpose. 

The joy of seeing men and women rescued from certain judg · 
ment is consolation more than enough for all of the trials and diffi
culties involved in proclaiming the message. This consolation is 
our "meat" to eat that the world knows nothing about. No heart 
~tisfaction comes outside of having the perfect will of God for our 
individual lives. We must not triBe with God, but must give pri
ority to that which is nearest to His own heart: that all men every
where may hear the good news of life through His onl)l:·begotten Son. 

-In The AUiance Witness 

The Women in Samson's Life 
Mrs. Paul J. Knecht 

Just a few words about the third woman in Samson's life, De
lilah, and we leave this interesting study of the influence of women 
upon this man mightily used of God. But before that there is an 
in-between woman, the harlot in Judges 16, who deserves mention 
simply because she is in the record and io; put there for a purpose. 
Nothing is told us about her except the one word that depicts 
her character. But in these few verses God reveals to us the sinful
uess of Samson's moral life. He failed to overcome the weakness 
of the flesh. And for thnt we consider that he was marred in tlw 
potter's hands. That may be hue, but I do not believe that he wa~ 
wanton in his sin. It is inconceivable that God should use him so 
fully and count him faithful if he had been indifferent to sin in 
himself. We have no rccul'd of repentance or contrition in the life 
of Samson, no such broken-hearted outpouring of passionate grief 
at his sin as David's ( Psahn 51) after his sin with Bathsheba. That 
would not necessarily indicate that there was none. 

Hcpentance is toward God and does not need to be witnessed 
to be recognized. It can be known by its fruit (Matt. 3:8-9). It 
is possible for God to use hardened simters to accomplish His pur
poses, for instance Pharaoh was so used (Ex. 7:22; 9:14, 16), but 
such n one is not counted faithful. God speaking through Isaiah 
said ( Isa. 66:1-2), ". . . but to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at my word:· 
Because of this passage and Hebrews 11:32 I find it not hard to 
bdieve that Samson mourned over his own sins, obtaining forgive
ness according to grace when according to the law he should have 
died. If not, the fact that he executed God's judgment against the 
Philistines in obedience to God's will would not save him from hh 
sins. I hope to see Samson again some day, this time in his resur
rection body, not in the pages of the Bible. Surely nt that time Itt.• 
will have, even as I, a hymn of praise for the grcu:c of Cod on his
behalf. But in this life his was a work of Judgment. 
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His Royal Bounty 
A. S. Loizeaux 

"Solomon gcwe her of his royal bounty" I Kings 10:13. 

When the Lord condemned t:he generation that rejected Him 
He made mention of "the queen of the south," and said that she, 
too, "shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the 
earth to hear tJ1e wisdom of Solomon; and behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here." While David is a type of Christ as rejected King 
-Solomon is a type of Him on His throne. The Queen of Sheba 
typifie.-; the nations bringing their riches to the Lord. They will say, 
"It was a true report that we heard in our own lands of thy acts and 
wisdom, and we came and our eyes have seen it, and behold, the 
half was not told us." 

Solomon told the Queen all the answers to her hard questions; 
and all the hard questions that pU7.zle the human heart can be ans
wered by the King of kings. When Solomon had met aU her need, 
she says, "Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which 
stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom." 

The Queen of Sheba brought Solomon an abundance of spices, 
gold and precious stones. Then he asked her, 'What is your desire? 
Then he said, I give you what you desire, and I have more, too; and 
he loaded up the cameb with his royal bounty, as much as she could 
carry. Those things which he gave her of his royal bounty were far 
more precious than those for which she asked. 

What we are told about heaven is meager. We are told that 
God tlle Father has His will there. "'I'lty will be done in earth as 
it is in heaven." Heaven is ours, it is God's royal bounty. '"'e never 
deserved heaven. '"'e never asked for it. All we asked, when we 
knew our wretched condition as sinners in God's sight, was forgive
ness. Here is the royal bounty! 

"Trembling we had hoped for mercy
Some lone place within the door; 
But t.he cmwn, the thmne, the mamion, 
All were ready long before!" 

Like the publican we asked for mercy. That is what the prod
igal came for, just mercy, just for bread, and be knew he didn't 
deserve that. He said, "Father I have sinned against heaven and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me 
as one of thy hired servants," but the father gave him of his royal 
bounty. "Bring forth the best robe," he said, "and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet, and bring hither 
the fatted calf and kill it: and let us eat, and be merry." Think of 
what we were; and yet, notwithstanding all that we were, God has 
set His table, made a feast, piled it high. That's His royal bounty. 
God never mt.>ets a person half way. His whole heart and home 
go out to anyone who pleads his need. The prodigal's reception 
illustrates God's way of givin~. Everyt~ing God gives is given that 
way. '1\Then God gwes anythmg there ts always excess, and that is 
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His royal boumy. 
God made the earth and He thrc:w the flowers in extra. l·k 

made them sweet, He poured the perfume in the blos.~oms. They 
were more than man needed, but He gave them out of His royal 
bounty! And He made the birds with beautiful winbrs and lovely 
songs-all-til/ of His royal bounty! When I hear the thrush out· 
side my window in the morning, I think, "God's royal bounty to 
mankind!" These little creatures are so full of joy th;tt they cannot 
contain it, and they just sing it right up into His fa<:e. ~fan didn't 
ask for these gifts. God just gave of His royal bounty. 

Now for spiritual dungs we have come to Him. We asked for 
forgiveness and He has given it, but that isn't half the story. We 
did not :tsk for His boundless love, but He has given it. In John 
the Lord says, "'llte thief cometh not but for to ste:tl, :tnd to kill 
;md to destroy." The thief cannot kill us, hut he will try to destroy 
our peace. But then He adds, "I am come that they might have lire. 
and that they might have it more abundantly." 

Safety is all we think of, but safety is just the beginning of God\ 
thoughts for us. The most a sinner could expect would he to ha\'e 
his sins forgiven, his debt cancelled, his lost place restored; but God 
does not only that; He always adds from His royal bounty. .If we 
were not fit for earth, He comes in with His salvation and gives us 
heaven instead! 

In .Ephesians we read how God has given, and the Apost,le Paul 
pr:tys that we "may be able to comprehend with all saims wha,t is the 
breadth, and length, ami depth, ami height; and to know the Jon~ 
or Christ which passetl1 knowledge, that ye may be filled with all 
the fulness of God." I have no doubt that millions or God's genera
tion have thought they discovered more about God's love and mercy 
than any others. The sweetness of God's love in dealing with us 
is unspeakable. The Apostle says i·t. "passeth knowledge," so it can
nut be measmed. It is too vast to know at all. 

"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundamly abO\'(' 
<til th<tt we ask or think." The Queen of Sheba asked Solomon wlwt 
:.he desired. \Ve ask what we think and then God gives us mure 
than we C\'en think. When we arc in His presence we shall be aston
hhcd at what He has done. We are told that th<.'Se bodies which 
~~~-c now c!laracterized _by we_akness will be chara~erized by power. 
1 hese bod1es mortal Will be Immortal. These bod1es of humiliation 
will be glorified-we know not why or how-but it is His wyal bountv. 

The things that are Christ's shine sweeter and brighter unto tl~e 
perfect day. 1 have seen old people just drinking in these bk'Ssed 
things they ar~ soon to see. :·Happy are these thy people." 

Uecause I·lls royal bounty 1s l:,'l'Cater than we can conceive, becaust· 
"He is able to do exceeding abundantlv above all that we ask or 
think," young people, gi\'e Him the best of your lives, and the time 
will come when the Lord will remember the love and consecration 
and ser\'ke. and will say. "\Veil done, good and faithful sel'\'antsl" 

"And how will recompense His smile 
!1ie sufferings of tl1is Httle while." 
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The Price of Glory 
N. E. Rhodes, Jr. 

"For Clll'ist also hath suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, hut 
quickened by the Spirit: By which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when one<• 
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a prepal'ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls w<~re savC'd hy 
water" ( 1 Peter 3: 18-20). 
SOME EXPLANATIONS 

The ahm'e is a mysterious and somewhat neglected passage. It 
would have been easier to continue the neglect and to have ignored 
it. So many questions have been asked me concerning it, however, 
that I feel duty hound to consider it. After studying several explana
tions and considering them in the light of the passage itself, I have 
reached the conclusion that these verses say exactly what they seem to 
~ay. There have been some clever and sensible sounding explana
tions that I would like to believe such as the one that Christ preached 
to the antediluvian world through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is a good explanation, as are the others, with just one serious fault. 
It has to be read into, or explained into the passage. In and of itself 
the passage teaches no such thing. When we quit trying to explain 
it in terms of what we think it ought to say and read it carefully 
for just what it says, we may be amazed hut we are not in douht. 
WHAT THE PASSAGE TEACHES 

The passage says that when Jesus suffered for our sins and was 
put to death in the flesh, He was alive in spirit, and in spiritual 
presence went and preached to imprisoned spirits who had heen 
disobedient in the antediluvian age. Like it or not, that is exactly 
what the passage says. I fail to see then how it could mean any
thing else. Peter goes into no further explanation. There is no 
desire on his part to analyze it. Why should there he an attempt on 
our part to analyze it then? 
REASON FOR TilE PASSAGE 

The reason Peter gives for mentioning this matter at all is the fact 
that it points up the role of sacrificial suffering in the glorious business 
of redemption. Christ wins His way to the imprisonE'd souls hy 
means of His suffering on Calvary. The agony and darkm.•ss of 
Cal\'ary is forgotten in the glad mio;sion of redemption but it was 
the agony of Calmry that made that mission possible. Suffering is 
linh•d with l'oy in the New Testament if only it he redemptive suffer
in~. It is t lis suffering and this joy thnt Christ invites us to slum· 
with Him. It is a costly joy. Peter was aware of this. Read 1 Pet. 
:3:14. "But even if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: 
;md he not afr.lid of their terror, neither he troubled." Again in t 
Peter 4:14-16: "If yc he reproached for the name of Christ, hnppv 
arc yc; for the spirit of glory und of God resteth upon you; oi1 
their part he is evil spoken of, hut on your part he is glorified. But 
ll't none of \'Oil sufl'cr as a murderer, or as a thief. or as an evildnl'r, 
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or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man surfer as a 
Christian, Jet him not he ashamed; but let him glorify God on this be
half." 

THE PmCE OF GLORY 
For Christ the price of this glory was a cross: He tells us that 

if we would follow Him we must take up our cross. Many Chris
tians want to bypass their own cross and luxuriate in an easy piety. 
Such religion may look charming but it falls far short of what God 
expects of His people. 

"Can you drink of the cup that I shall drink and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with?" Christ asks of the dis
ciples who would sit next Him. We can only if we see that the 
way of the cross is the only way to be redeemed and redemptive. 
Such knowledge does not come out of an easy-going religion. 

The Twentieth Century has a great deal to say about getting 
away from aJJ that horrible old religion of fear and fire and brim
stone and strict morals to an easy, casual religion of love. Yet the 
Twentieth Century knows next to nothing about love so long as it a
voids the cross. It is no use to talk about love as if it were an easy toler
ance or affectionate indifference to others' faults. The cross is 
the way God expressed love and all love must finally come to its 
cross. I do not treat with casual tolerance the sins of those I deep
ly love. I am distressed by it and I will make painful sacrifices 
to change it. Redemptive love is nothing if not vulnerable. Some
limes redemptive love may be even hard to live with but there 
could be no worthwhile love at all without it. 

When men start insisting upon a religion of love because they 
think it will be easier than a religion of law they demonstrate an 
utter lack of understanding concerning the nature of Jove. I will 
argue for a religion of love but I will insist that such a religion wilJ 
make far greater demand-; on a man than a religion of simple law. 
The obligations placed by law can conceivably he met. Law is 
measurable. Love, on the other hand, is infinite. It forces us to 
depend on grace, for its demands are never satisfied. "Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends:· 

But even on his way to lay down his life love can stop and weep 
over a house desolate and know deep pain that even the ultimate 
sacrifice of life cannot assure the salvation of all the beloved. Law 
can leave spirits in prison, but love must go and preach to them 
again. Law can sit on a dazzling throne and mete out justice, but 
love must descend and suffer for the culprit. Law can sit on a pew 
and condemn the sinner. Tolerance can make pretty speeches about 
winking at sin. But love must identify itself in pain with the 
sinner and sacrifice itself if need be, to save the sinner from his sin. 
The easy religion is the religion of law. Tolemnce is not a religion 
at all but an attitude. The Gospel of Christ tells of a religion of 
love and so, of course, it must deal honestly with the necessity of 
suffering. All they that live Godly in Christ Jesus will have their 
part in suffering and out of this suffering is hom the deeper sources 
of their joy. -In Gospel Tidings 
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Ecce Homol 

"I ... ook unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of tf1e eartf1." 
-ISAIAII 45:22. 

Wilt thou, sinner, be converted? 
Christ the Lord of glory see 

By His own denied, deserted, 
Bleeding, bound, and scourged for thee. 

Look again, 0 soul, behold Him 
On the cross uplifted high; 

Sec the precious life-blood flowing, 
See the tears that dim His eye. 

Love has pierced the heart that brake, 
Loveless sinner, for thy sake. 

Hearken till thy heart is broken 
To His cry so sad and sweet, 

Hearken to the hammer smiting 
Nails that pierce Hi.-; hands and feet. 

St•e the side whence flows the fountain 
Of His love and life divine, 

Biven by a hand unthankful-
Lo! that hand is thine. 

Sec the crown of thorns adorning 
God's beloved, holy Son; 

Then falJ down in bitter mourning, 
Weep for that which thou hast done. 

Thank Him that His heart was willing 
So to die for love of thee; 

Thank Him for the joy that maketh 
This world's joy but gall to he. 

And till thou in heaven ndore Him 
Fight for Him in knightly guise, 

Joy in shame and scorn and sorrow; 
Glorious is the priz(•l 

M F.C:Il'fllrl.l> m-· H F.l.t.FDr-: ( 1277 ) . 

343 



AND NOTES 
"They reh .. ned elf thll God h1d dona wi1h them . 

SCC .Mortgn~:o Report 

join us in ~h·in~ot abundant thank.~ 
to l lim who is l'nnhling U$ to meet 
our current mortl!n~tc in.'>tallmcnt on 
time in full, witJ1 11 margin (S23R) to 
spar~. Aml please accept the thanks 
of nil of us nt sec for your fellow
ship with us in this j.,rreat joint-effort 
of suppl)•ing two years of _college work 
in a Christ-centered environment· for 
our yonn~ot men nnd women! 

Operntional needs continuo montJ1 
in und month out. 'We still have u
tility bills, suppllc$! books, salnrics, 
repair bills, ctc.-nc ding up to ap
proximately $5,000 each m~mtl~. Reg
ular, prayerful donors-this IS what 
W O ll()et! to keep SCC Ollt of tho reel. 
- Jesse Z. Wood 

Wichita Fall~ Texas: I praise Cod 
for the \V&\V. We have no congre
gnti<ln here that ncccpts the whole 
Bible ns profitable for reproof und 
instruction that tho man of Cod mny 
lw holy. - H. 'f. Milhnllon 

~~:osho, Mo.: Enclosed find ch eck for 
rent•wal. \\"c enjoy rending it very 
much. Bro. Doll's articles nrc wonder
ful. - Mrs. Homer W11ldcn 

Now It Can De Told 
''The Parable of the Orange Tree" 

hr Dr. j ohn White, which appeared 
iu thl· October issue, is nvaiJahlo ns 
a lrnct at $1.10 per hundred, post
pajd in the US or Canada. Order 
from Brown Cold Publications, Wood
worth, \Visc:onsin. This infonnation 
turnPcl up nftcr we hnd ~-(One In press. 

D nllns, Texns: Hcport on Elective 
Bible Study Classes: After one month 
into this ucw prnl(rnm, with a lute 
stnrt, nud problems wo never dreamed 
of, the uow approach to Bihlo study 
seems worth every clfort nntl problem. 
Adult attendance is up considornhly, 
and this also helps our younj:eer nl(c 
t•ln:;$es too, with children uttcndinJ.! 
mor<' l'fln~is tcnlly. Besides this, there 
i~ n hnppy. inquirinl-( nttitutl c• and spir-

it that we have long sought, hcing 
demonstrated by so many. That wn..' 
what we were looking for, and we 
uri' thankful for that renewed int<!rC~t. 
-~<·at Phillips 

Louisville Mi.~cellanin 
The white. elephant sale for Por_t

lnnd Christinn School was a VCr)' In~ 
succc:.s. Sponsored by the Alumni 
A.'>Soclntion, the sale cleared nbout 
$1900. Funds go for equipment ... 
High view is having n wonderful youth 
revival this week. Terry Morrison is 
speaking ... J esse 'Wood from SCC 
is schetlulcd lo sp<'nk nt Buechel on 
Nov. 10 . . . Buechel kindergarten 
h1L~ begun with twelve students en
rolled. -l'vlichael T. Sanders 

Louisville, Ky.: The Jorgensons ar
rived safely and in good health ; their 
address is 660 W. Bonita Ave., Hon
jta Terrace Apts. 23A, Claremont. 
Calif. !H711 ... Crystal Crowder and 
e ight other PCS teachers spent Thurs
day nncl friday at n cor1fercncc ~or 
teachers in Christian schools nt \ Vm
ona Lake, lndinna. 

Our revival, with Orell Overman, 
was a fine time of spiritual refresh
ment, witJ1 outstnnding sem1ons, very 
fine singing, and fellowship with mnny 
otJ1cr Christians. 

Portland Avenue meeting was Oct. 
27-No,·. 3, Howard Marsh prt'nchin)l. 
-Emt'~t E . Lyon 

:\-lEN ONLY 
A Christian Worker's Conference 

is being planned for the Thanksgiving 
J loliclay a t Camp Ccdnr Ridl(c. T hi, 
C'nmp is locate< on Houtt Hond off 
Taylorsville Road between ) eO'erson
town nnd Fisherville. The confe r
ence hegins on Thursday nftr ruoon, 
NovernlJer 28, and lns t~ through Snt
urdny afternoon. 

HAVE YOU I-illARD .. ? 
Churches wunl'ing to hcnr Alrx 

Wilson roport on the Philippilws 
should not wait until ~lny to inv!k 
him. Call him enrly and avoid the 
m sh. Lnnisville phone• sm -2831. 
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GIVE A WORD AND WORK SUBSCRIPTION 

TO THAT FRIEND OR LOVED ONE WHO IS 
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