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The Editor Is a guidance counselor al a Junior high school In Louisville. 

G. R. L. 

WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE! 

"The Lord has really hlessccJ me.'' T madc- the statement to an 
Indianapolis business man se\'(>ral years ago. Iris reply was a puzzled 
look and then a q uestion, ··what do you mean hy 'blessed'?.. For 
a f<·w tnonwnts I was in a state of n<•ar-panie. I mlt•ccl, what did T 
nwan? Just whnt dm•s God do when II <• blesses somcom•? 

At this date l don't recall what kind of stumbling answer I gave 
th(• man. J do rrmcmbN that I was powerfull y impressed with the 
necessity to watch my language. Firs t of all, I m·ecl to know whnt 
l mean when I ns<· words having spiritual significance. Secondly. 
T need to he smc that my unde-rstanding of a word conesponcls to 
the hihlical usc of that word. Thirdl)', I must be st•nsitivf' to others 
and put my message in their language ns far as possible. vVhcn 
P<\ul wanted to (' '\plain justification by grace through faith , he cited 
in detail the justification of Abraham ( Rom. 4 ) . Sin, repentance, 
holiness, and other Bible cnnC't•pts may lik<'wise lw explained hy 
clmwing from <·xampJc.s in Scripture. 

t\ s I became more: careful about choosing worcls. T also began 
listening more carefully to the way Christians talk. T sometimes nsk 
myself, "If an 'outsider' were among us. \\·ould lw undNstnnd what 
was said? Would he get tlw meaning tlw spc•aker intc•nded to 
c.;ouvey? Could ho go to the Bible and find 1111 explnnntion '?" The 
other day a Christian attomoy asked me, "Vlhat do people mean 
hy 'the raphtre'? I'n> heard it scvl'ntl times recently, hut I can't 
find !t in th<' Bible. and the dictionary is no help at nil.'' No, there 
is nothing wrong with using he wmd "rapture"-unl<'ss you fn il lo 
<'xpla in that it means "the catching up of th<' church" to meet the 
Lord in the air. Other well-known words such ns "church" frequent
ly neecl cxplannt ion hrcause t h<'>' ar(' not rightly nndt• rstuod by the 
gt•m•ral public. 

WilEN W HONG WOHDS ~lEAN TllOUULE 
The problem of understanding is much more serious when the 

langua~c used dot•s not correspond to Bihle facts. H. A. Torn•y, in 
his <•ariic:r vcars, widely used "the baptism of the ll oly Spirit" where 
the Uible ~peaks of being "fill ed wi th the Spirit.'' ll seemed to he 
a sm<lll thing then, hut now-70 years later-a variety of ill effects 
an: still with us. Wrung vocabulary rC(juircd wron~ doctrine, und 
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wrong doctrine brought sonw wrong practices. \Vrong practices 
produced bad effects at both individual and congregational levels. 

In the same dangerous category are expressions that minimize 
ohcdicnt'C to the Lord. Take for example, "John Doe completed 
his obedience" (in baptism). Is it any wonder that John is a 
spiritual bench-warmer (if not a drop-out) for the rest of his life? 
It would he more accurate-assuming a genuine conversion-to re
port, "John Doc began a life of ob(•dience today hy heing haptized." 
Another potentially damaging expression is the well-worn, "Richard 
Roe has never obeyed the Gospel" (by being baptized). Again, 
obedience to the Lord is Hmited to one single act. The scripture 
speaks of those who "obey not" (not who "h:we not obeyed") the 
Gospel. Obedience is portrayed as a continuing thing, a way of 
life, not a once-for-all let's-get-it-over-with act. The church bulletins 
I rend leave the distinct impression that a good many people who 
have submitted to the command to he baptized have never sub
mitted themselves to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. I feel sti'Ongly 
that some of our faulty language has something to do with it. 

When Christians talk to Christians, we usually speak the same 
language and understand each other. But what if a Baptist, a 
Methodist, or a Presbyterian listen in? Would they understand? 
And what of the man on the job with us who doesn't know Matthew 
from Moses? "If the trumpet give forth an uncertain sound, who will 
prepare for battle?" Let's check our language and speak in un
mistakable terms. 

Prayer In His Name 
Asa Baber 

"Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name that will I do" (Jn. 14:13). 
"If ye shall ask anything in my name I will do it" (Jn. 14:14) . 
.. Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Fatlwr in In}' name he will give 

it you" (Jn. 15:16). 

These are de6nite promises, and Christ is faithful to ful6ll every 
promise that He makes. Wl• may accept these as well as we have 
the promise of salvation. Tht• secret to receiving the answer to 
our prayers lies in knowing how to prny in His name. It surel)• 
means more than adding the words "in His name" at the close of our 
prnyer. We shall try to point out some things that we think may 
help you to pray in His name. This has meant very much to me 
in trying to learn what it means to pray in His name. Of enurse, 
faith is the hasic ingredient, for "without faith it is impossible to 
please God." Faith is ever tlw tnw and working essential in the 
things of God. 

The 6rst is that it must he united prayer. We have become 
united with Christ in His death, hurial, and resurrection and are n 
pUI t of the body of which He is the head; so we must unite with 
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lJim in our prayers for tlwm to he effective. "If ye abide in me 
and my words ab!de in you ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
?e d?ne unto Y?~· (!ohn. 15:16). It is the very fact that our being 
m. Htm and abtdmg m Hun, that makes it possible for us to pray in 
Hts name. 

Prnycr in His name, is executive prayer. He is the head of the 
body. Prayer in His name means that He as the head controls the 
Body. Here is the PO\W'r so that our prayers will not be selfish but 
will be wlmt He wants. 

Prayer in His name will be embracing. When we take our 
place in Christ, we find ourselves in company with all saints every-
where. We cannot cut ourselves from nny group of snints who arc 1 

part of the bodl just us we are. In our prayer we must realize our 
oneness with a1 of the parts of the body everywhere. 

Prayer in His name must be crucified prayer. That is, we have 
been crucified with Christ, in that we crucified the Adamic nature, 
having put off the old man and put on the new man. 

Prayer in His name is Spirit-filled rJrayer. Christ said He was 
going away but would send the Holy Spirit, who would dwell in 
them and enable them to pray in His name and to walk as His word 
teaches. So we nrc told to be filled with the Holy Spirit, and He 
will guide us in His way. 

Prayer in His name will be glorifying wayer. The intent of 
our prayer will be to glorify Christ. Prayer in His name truly is 
united with Christ and we can expect to receive His blessings. 

To Our Children, With Love 
H. Robert Cowles 

In these days of population panic we tend to forget that the 
unchanging Scriptures ~,u children "an heritage of the Lord" and 
bless the man "who has his quiver full of them." 

The people crush that terrifies the futurists is real enough, though 
probably more threatening than it needs to he. The earth could ac
commodate a population of thirteen and a half billion at a density 
no greater than that of Europe. (Japan, by comparison, has njopu
lation density three times as great, despite much unarable Ian . ) 

Not simply retarded technology but counterproductive religions 
have been the bane of some underdeveloped nations. For instance, 
animals which may not be killed because of religious beliefs arc a 
double penalty: they consume food grains which people otherwio;e 
could cat and yet the animals may not themselves be used to supple
ment the people's diet. 

Arguments from the ecologists calling for Jinrlted population 
growth may sound more convincing, but only if we assume an 
American-style standard of living for everyone. It has yet to be 
proved that our wasteful economy is essentially superior. A re
turn to a less complex Jife-styyle could be of spiritual value to us all. 

In addition, it is just a little incongruous to see the culturally 
favored opting for zero population growth while the so-called under-
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privilege both at home and abroad arc multiplying at rates ranging 
to 3.5 percent per year. Those least able to provide the necessities for 
their children threaten to inherit the earth. 

So with those objections aired, if not put to rest, let us pause to 
pay tribute to the people who have brought great joy to our lives: 
our children. 

My own always tended to look upon Children's Day with a 
certain jaundice. In May Mother was honored \vith appropriate 
gifts for her role as guardian of the home and family institution. 
And Father had his day in June when simllar deference was paid for 
his part in the scheme. But children? For their pains they had the 
privilege of learning a few stanzas of poetry to be recited in Sunday 
school. 

I tended to agree with my children, but without great enthusi
asm for change. In my financial situation another round of gifts 
was hardly indicated. And they have survived the discrimination 
with no apparent scars. 

Jesus, the revealer of the invisible God, had a tender place in His 
heart for children. He overrode the sincere but misguided intentions 
of His disciples by His now-famous words: .. Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God" (Mark 10:14). On ~mother occasion He took a child in His 
arms and declared to His followers: "Whosoever shall receive 
one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever 
shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me" (Mark 9:37). 

He said that the qualities of little children were demanded of 
those seeking to enter His Kingdom: "Except ye be converted, and 
become as llttle children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matthew 18:3). 

God promises covenant privileges to our natural descendants. 
To the jailer at Philippi Paul declared, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 16:31). First 
Corinthians 7:14-a passage admittedly difficult of interpretation
states that children of a believer are specially set apart: "The un
believing husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified by the husband; else were your children unclean; but 
now are they holy." 

A wise son hears his father's instruction (Proverbs 13:1) and 
so makes his father glad ( 10:1). The whole concept of honor to 
parents stressed so frequently in the Bible (Exodus 20:12; 21:17; 
Matthew 15:4; Luke 18:20; Ephesians 6:1-3) is linked securely to 
the concept of instruction by parents. 

John's pinnacle of delight in hearing that his spiritual children 
were walking in the truth (3 John 4) is matched by Christian parents 
whose own flesh-and-blood children follow in the way. It is hard 
to imagine anything more heartbreaking to a godly parent than 
children who have strayed from the paths of righteousness. 

So to you children of ours, whatever your age, on June 10, 
your special day, we want you to know that we look on you as the 
f:,'Teatest contributors to our overall happiness. We anticipated your 
coming, we delight in your growth and development, we find pur-
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pose in striving for your welfare. 
You probably were the largest single investment we made or 

will make, exceeding the cost of the houses we live in, the cars we 
drive, the insurance policies we carry. 

In return, you have enriched our lives immeasurably and brought 
us fulfillment. Because of you we know how the psalmist felt 
when he said, "The fruit of the womb is (God's) reward" (127:3). 

Thank you all, and may God bless youl 
-Editorial in The Alliance Witness 

Is the present system of hiring a mao to be the minister of a congregation 
having elders in harmony with the New Testament scriptures? On! Dec. 28, 
1973, Leroy Garrett presented a pnper by this title to the llnrtford J<"onnn in 
Illinois. He then printed the text of his paper in the Jnnunry issue of Restora
tion Review, which he edits. The article tllat follows is made up or two short 
section~ of Leroy's paper. If you are interested in reading the whole thing 
(seven pages), write to him: 1201 \Vindsor Drive, Denton, Texas 76201. 

The Minister System 
Leroy Garrett 

I was immersed into Christ by W. L. Oliphant at the old 
Oak Cliff Church of Christ in Dallas when I was 16 years old. 
It was three years later that I resolved to he u preacher. Encouraged 
by brother Oliphant to attend Freed-Hardcman College in Ten
nessee, I left Texas for the the first time on the Texas and Pacific, 
which wns my first train rido. 

The next summer, after my first session at the college, Jack 
Hawkins, a roommate of mine, and 1 worked with an evangelist 
in Louisiana, Elmer Goble, an obscure and simple preacher, a man 
somewhat older than ourselves, who was content to proclaim the 
gospel under tents and brush arbors, on fl'Ont porches and court
house squares, and even in church buildings, if anyone would let him. 
This was different from what I had seen in preachers employed 
by congregations to preach to those who were already saved. 
I was profoundly impressed hy Elmer Coble, not only because of 
his passion for the souls of men, but also for his love and goodness, 
and for his knowledge of the holy scripture-;. It was evident that 
he too could have been serving as a resident minister with a com
fortable salary, but he chose to break new ground for Jesus' sake. 

It was from Elmer Coble that I first heard about the pastor 
system, and 1 had no difficulty seeing the diffcren<."e between what he 
was doing as an evangelist and what I had come to understand to 
be the work of an evangelist from other preachers. He had a way 
of inviting the located ministers to join him in the mission field, 
insio;ting that he could put 50 preachers to work. It impressed 
me that he got such little help and that he had to work with 
such limited resources. 

While I was with him that summer he had a debate with a 
Baptist preacher named Cobb, which left me wondering how anybody 
could ever be a Baptist, but I left there equally convinced that 
no one should he a located minio;ter. It was a lasting and fatal 
influence in my life. 
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From our own pioneer scholars cm~w this confirn~at!on _from 
J. W. McGarvey: "Preaching and teachmg are here. dtstmgUished 
as they are throughout the hook of Acts, the former bemg uddressed 
to unbelievers and the latter to helievcrs. That he did both shows 
that both believers and unbelievers were dmwn to his lodging" 
(Commentary on Acts, p 288). 

Then from Alexander Cmnphcll: "!>reaching the gospel and 
teaching the converts are as distinct and distinguishable as enlisting 
an army and training it, or as creating a school and teaching it. 
Unhappily for the church and the world, this distinction, if at all 
conceded as legitimate, is oblitemted or annulled in almost all 
protestant Christendom." He goes on to insist that this "is no 
mere speculative distinction. It was appreciated, fully understood 
and acted upon, or carried out, in the apostolic ministry" (Popular 
Lectures ancl Aclclresses, p. 536). 

One of our pioneer physiciuns, Dr. Carmll Kendrick, wrote 
as follows in the Gospel Advocate back in 1890, part of which explains 
the meaning of Acts 20:7, which indicates, ac.:cording to the King 
James Version, that Paul "preached" to the church at Trons. 

The ancient disciples met "to hrcak bread," etc. What we now call 
preaching was no part of their purpose or practit:c in the obscrvnnt.'C of the 
Lord's day. They never met to be prt."Uched to, and they never were 
~reached to in our modt•m sense-not even ont'C. In Acts 20:7-9, where 
the ctlmrnon version sars: "Paul prt•ached to them," the revision rightly 
says: "Paul dist.·cmrscd with them." Luke dol'S not uso the word for 
preach. His speech was social discourse, t.'tmvcrsntionnl. There is abso
lutely neither prt!t.'Cpt nor prct.'C<Ient for preaching to the t·hurch. Preaching 
the ~tn~-pcl is For the world. Teaching is for the church, and is to he done 
hr n pluralit)' of hl~hops in each congreg;1tion. Those of us who would 
he consist<•nt should chnnl(<• our practice. or our motto and lmnner (J>. 373). 

Along the way I learned that the the minister system is a 
compuratively recent development in our Movement, one borrowed 
fl'Om our religious neighbors and promoted by Bible schools and 
Christiml colleges. Our pioneers sought to retum the Bihlc 
to the people in an intelligible tnmslation, free of crt.oedalism and 
dericul deductions, and to restore a mutual ministry in the assem
blies of the saints. Campbell once reported on the several churches 
in his part of Virginia, pleased that there was not an employed 
minister in any pulpit, hut that with their seniors the saints could 
edify themselves and shurc in sending out an cvungelist. 

The pastor system was so rare among us even as late as 
1885 when Isaac Errett in the Christit111 Stt1ndard suggested its 
adoption on an emergency basis due to tlw paltry condition of 
the churches following the Civil War, that both David Lipscomb 
and James Harding rejected the idea as an innovation that would 
serve only as "a fungus growth upon the church. dwarfing its 
growth and prt·venting the devdopment of its members" (Gospel 
Advocate, May 20, 1885). 

It also reassured me to !cam that we have scores, if not hun
dreds, of chmches in this country and abroad that have performed 
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t~eir ministry for genemlious on a mutual basis, apart from any 
hrred functionary. 

------------------In tltis day of crises and shortages ... 

You Can Never Run Out of God 
by Donald Ewing 

The Bible teaches that God is infinite. This means that we can 
never run out of God. Take all the problems of all the people of 
all the world. Make a total as big as man's sin and misery. Then 
tum it all over to God: God can do everything that is necessary, and 
far more. His capacity to help is greater than any possible demand. 
When He has finished, His unused capacity will be as great as be
fore, because He is infinite. However many people may have how
ever many problems, the sum of it all is still finite, limited, and 
nothing limited can exhaust the unlimited. 

If you tnke one drop from the ocean, the ocean is diminished by 
one drop. If you take one grain of sand from the beach, the beach 
is impoverished by one grain. Both are less than they were. Take 
whatever you can from God and as much is left as before, because 
God is without limit. 

Our minds need to expand until we see and feel and know the 
greatness of God. If we do not believe in a great God, we will live 
smaJI lives. How foolish for us to think of God as too busy to care, 
as one who does not or cannot play a part in human affairs. 

A man once said that he took care of the imr.ortant things in 
the family and his wife handled the small things. 'My wife decides 
where we live, where the children go to school, how we invest our 
money and what kind of car we drive; she handles the little things. 
I handle the big things like what the United States should do about 
Berlin and Vietnam." 

For many in the Church, God handles the hig things-the stars 
and the constellations and perhaps the destiny of the nations-but 
we must lumdle the little day-by-day affairs of life. God becomes 
so heavenly-minded, He is of no earthly use. 

You may be comforted by thoughts of a God who is very great 
and beautiful and whatever else, sitting off some place in a remote 
corner of the universe, being the traffic cop for the stars. I prefer 
a God who is also big enoucll to care and do something about the 
little things in my life. God is great enough to deal in all the im
mensity of total space and time and in the infinitely small. things 
of every individual life as well. 

The Bible teaches us about a big God, a God who cares about 
little things. Jesus said to His disciples, "Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows" 
(Matthew 10:29-31). Now, tell me, do you know the number of 
hairs on your head? God knows more about you than you do. 
You arc worth more than the sparrows. 

161:1 



We have thought of God as being small. 1 mentioned in a 
Bible class that I think God cares about our bowling scores. Is 
that too far afleld? I think God is pleased when we howl a strike. 
Do you? 

One of the members of the class asked, "What does God think 
when you roll one down the gutter?" Well, I didn't l"llow, but 
being very anthropomorphic, thinking of God in our terms, I said, 
"I suppose He winces." 

Do you know the implications of saying that God does not 
care about our bowling? The logic of exclusion sets in. We say, 
God does not care about this little area. This is a neutral, non-God 
area; therefore it need not he related to Him. Hut if one area 
can be withheld from God, isn't it just as logical to hold huck an
other? If we do that, soon we withhold almost everything and 
discover that we have become pagans. 

If God does not care about our bowling, then I suspect He does 
not care about our sorrows. If God cares ahout our sorrows, He cares 
about our bowling. It will he in different degrees and different ways, 
but either He cares about both and all between or He does not 
care, for His concern is for the person, the total person, not just 
limited areas of a person's experience•. God cares about you. 

God io; certainly as dynamic as our lives. He cares about our 
joys as well as our sorrows. God will be involved in everything we 
do and everything we do will become sanctified and filled with joy 
and light, even our bowling if we will have it so. 

We err in failing to practice our faith. I think an umbrella is 
an awkward, clumsy thing and difficult to handle. If I were to 
set aside fifteen minutes a day to pmctice, I could become adept 
with it, in time. But I use my umbrella only when it mins hard 
enough to make the effort of carrying one worthwhile. 

Nor do we take our faith with us every cL'ly and think about it 
and live with it nnd use it. We wait until we are concerned and then 
we cry, "God, get me out of this!" W<' nunmage through some 
dark, cluttered closet of our minds in search of a misplaced umbrella. 
If we find it at all, we may handle it so awkwardly that the wind 
turns it inside out, leaving us exposed to the storm. 

We leave our faith at church one Sunday, and pick it up for an 
hour the next Sunday. Or we leave it at home when we go off to 
school because "no one can live as a Christian on the modern campus. 
He'd be cut off." If you really believe that, pmy that God will gi\'c 
you the courage and integrity to he cut off because it's far better 
to he cut off with integrity than to succeed with dishonor. 

BecntL'le we do not practice faith we can't use it when the need 
arises. It's heart-breaking to see a person in deep sorrow who has 
not practiced faith. 

Let your faith come alive. Bclicw in u big God. Practice your 
faith, and see God shake the world through you. 

Reprinted hy pennission from HIS, stuJent magazine of Intt!r-Varsity 
Christlun Fellowship, C 1965. 
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Ccor,::c Gnlnnis Athcn~. Crcccc ~ lnr Bulletin 
We thank God and you all our fa ithful supporters, that you 

shrtr(' God's blessings with us. We li vc and serve the Lord by faith 
a lone and the Lord, through you, cnnhlcs us to carrv ou our ~real 
t ommission in Cr('CC:<'. T lw hnrvc•st is passing. We• ha ve• very ' !it·tlo 
timr left to work for the sa k alion of precious souls. 

Our purpose is to start new gospel meetings in different areas 
of Athens. hoping that the L ord will hk•ss our dl'orts and n•nch many 
souls. Please pmy for this project. 

My ten year old car costs me a lot of money to r('pa ir it ev<'ry 
now and then. Thus far I have spent about $1.200 for repairs. T 
do not think it is wL'i<' to keep it any more'. It is not only costly 
hut also dangerous to drive'. Since we serve the Lord, we pray our 
wonderful Employer to provide a new car according to His will. 

Irene Allen E:~~l e River, Alnskn Mn>' Ill 
We appreciate your pray(·rs for W inston and w<• an• thankfu l 

that more' than two months has passed since he had a vertigo attack 
(dizziness and nausea ) . H owever his strength is more limited, even 
r·hnn usual. so Nonnnn's he lp wi ll meet n rcnl 1wed. 

T his afternoon 1 hav<• an open door into n lWighhor's home 
(Catholic background ) to p resent the Good News about Jesus to 
tlw mother of three• littl<· girls. The two older ones come to Sunday 
morning services. This mother, P1\l Fosler. adm itted to me last week 
thai death frightened her lwcausl' slw km~w shu was nol ready. How 
happy I am to he nhll· to te ll her t hat Jt•sus is the answcr- hrcause Hr 
died for 11s. 
Sisler J. n. Chrissop Bellville Cope, S. Mricn Mny II 

\ Ve have had m<lny baptisms this month. inc luding one from 
thi!> place wiH•re J am stnying. li e worsh{ps now with the Kenclridgl' 
congregation, where T also worship. 

With the mnn>' haplisms we have had, our Indies' Bihle c lass 
has gn·atly incr(•ased in numl)(' rs, ns a lso the Sunclay schools and 
Bihlt< study classes. Soon our church lmiJding will be too ~mall. 

\Vc art• having from this ccmgrc~nlion preachers going out to 
prmch among tlw coloureds. churchos wher<' Bro. C hrissop has 
worked for many years. Thanks to Cud that somCOll(' is follownig 
up this great work. 
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J, C. and Joyce Shewmaker Bulawnyo, Rhodesia April 25 
We have been able to get others to take over our work on a 

temporary basis, by dividing it among several volunteers. 
In many ways we regret to he h'aving here at this time, as about 

six weeks ago we opened the Lord's work in the Bellc•vuc area, and 
are highly involved in it. This work has long been visualized hy 
the Hillside congregation where we have been, and this congregation 
has given up seven of its families, including two of its elders, for 
the new congregation, which has confirmed the two elders to net 
as their overseers. Tlwse are Brother Tommy Smith and myself. 
Our first Lord's day opened with 33 present at the church service 
and 44 at the Sunday school. Last Lord's day saw 51 at S.S .. our 
highest number so far. The young Catholic woman we have hecn 
studying with has been hapti7.ed and studies continue with her. 
Also, Jackie Burke was bapti7.cd last week. She has been attending 
services irregularly for a couple of years. 

At present, we meet in the local school huilding, with as many 
classrooms as we need mad(• available. This week our require
ments for our new building and class room hlocks were handed over 
to the architect, and we hope to he in the new building by early 
1975. The lot for our building was bought several years ago, hy 
the Hillside congregation fm· this Bellevue work, and they have also 
made $7,000 available to us which will enable us to get n loan for 
the rest. Hillside has their building paid for. 

Elaine Brittell Livlng.~tone, Zambia February 28 
Daddy fell in January and broke three ribs. then was in the 

hospital with pneumonia for a few days. He just wrote saying now 
he is well again and enjoying God's beautiful world. Gladys and 
Tcnmce have bought a pine£' in Lordshurg, New Mexico ancl Tella 
and Tracy arc in school. 

Sunday morning the pre-school to Grade 2 will hav£' Bible 
class for half an hour. Please pray the Lord will help me to use 
the right Tonga wonlo; so they will understand and conw to know 
the Lord who created all things and ~ivcs l'tenml life to those who 
love and obey Him. 

Georgio Hobby Living.~tonc, Znmhia April 7 
On Friday night, Alvin has a class here in our home for the 

church leaders, showing the Julc Mill£'r film strip especially for 
black people. On Saturday afternoon, I have a class for the women 
of the church, and most of the time show a Bible film strip in our 
living mom. We visit the memhers and tlw old folks home. Alvin 
is readin~ and criticizing the new Tonga Bihle tmnslation that is 
being done. He has read Genesis and Acts and part of Luke. 

Last Sunday Alvin and I went to Mukuni Village, ahout 10 miles 
from Livingstone, fm· church service. Tlwre were perhaps 35 
present, mostly old people. They Wl'rc very gracious to us. Alvin 
spoke. There is to he a women's meeting at this village on April 
17, IS, 19 where women from Kabanga, Livingstone and all around 
come for Bible lessons. I plan to go meh morning, and will take 
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a load of wome~ from Livingstone with me. Anita also plans to 
come and stay w1th us and go with me to the meetings. 

Leonard and Mabel Bailey Bulawayo, Rhodesia March 12 
We have recentlv visited two churches we had not visited he

fore. One is at a cen1ent works compound about 95 mUes south of 
Bulawayo, tarred road all the way. We visited during the week 
when the men were all working. We were able to have a meeting 
in tlw leader's house in the evening. In visiting afterwards we 
learned more about the church there. They have an old building 
to meet in. We hope to he able to visit there on a Lord's day, soon. 

\Ve understood the otlwr church was new; however, we found it 
to lw an old congn1gation which had not been actiVll for some time. 
The Christians there are busy rcthatching their meeting house and 
seem quite interested. 

The whole family and Bro. Velapi visited Nswnzi last Lord's 
day and had a very good meeting. Perhaps the largest gathering 
we have seen there-many more childn•n than usual. 

Donald R. Harris Salisbury, Rhodesia May 3 
Thank you for the good report you sent us dated April 15th. 

It is good to know that onl'S such, of the Lord, haven't been forgotten 
when they are thousanclo; of miles away. 

Praise the Lord, we here are not forgotten and prayers are be
ing answered. May the Lord continue to hll•ss you for your work 
for Him. 
Addie Brown Snli~bury, Rhodesia April 24 

We had letters from David and Dom today. They had gom• 
through Hohert's clinic at Searcy and came out with quite good 
reports; I believe Dora is going hack to her mother's-she may he 
there now. David will he at Bnmdon, Fla., where my sister lives 
this coming Sunday. 

Our weather is h£'nutiful now. We women had such a good 
study yesterday morning. \Vt• meet each T\wsday morning and how 
we do enjoy it! We are studying Matthew-just finished the sermon 
on the mount, the behavior of all who will he in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
Shlchiro Nakahara Shi?.uoka City, Japan April 21 

Just before April, when most of tlw schools in Japan were to 
shut with the new school year, I had an invitation from the principal 
of a Girls' High Schoo] in town to teach English, and my wife and 
I prayed to God to sec if it wa.'i in kt•cping with His will, and felt like 
I should accept it in order that I would be able to make new con
tacts \vith students. They don't pay too much, hut I thought it 
would he worth my effort and time to try on. and so since the second 
week of this month I have hcen going there to teach classes tt•n 
homs a week, and I asked the principal to arrnnge my schedule so 
as to give me freedom in the afternoons. Thus, I have to !>Jlend 
most of the mornings O\'er at the school now. I have been enjoy-

172 



lng th<: school life, having made several new contacts already. I 
am not supposed to go around telling about Christianity on the 
campus, though. The Lord has something there that I can do and 
that s one of the reasons as I see it. And secondly, even though I 
don't get much, it still helps financially. We arc thankful to God 
for giving me the opportunity of working at this school, and I am 
confident that I can do more than just teach English. Pray for me, 
please. 
DoUio Garrett Salisbury, Rhodesia March 23 

We were made happy and praised the Lord for the return of 
a sister in the Lord to the Church this morning. She has been 
swayed by the Jehovah Witnesses for several years. Not being capa
ble to read the scriptures for herself she was very mixed up. The 
husband is Creek Orthodox and had no time for the Witnesses, but 
he was patient with his wife. He finally said he was going to 
put a sign on his gate, NO JEHOVAH WITNESSES WELCOME. 
This morning she herself called the woman that has been coming 
to her and asked that she not come any more. The whole family was 
at evening service-including five children, the youngest one year old. 
Bro. Forcade baptized the woman while he was here. We are 
praying that the husband will soon come to the Lord. 

I substituted a few weeks ago in teaching Bro. Jones' high 
school scripture class that is held every Friday at noon. There 
were 31 students present, so I suggested my taking the girls and 
leaving Bro. Jones the boys. He and Donald agreed, so I now have 
16 girls each Friday. 
David Brown Salisbury, Rhodesia May 31 

After a very busy, hut pleasant, six weeks States side, we nrc 
now back in the work in Rhodesia. Doru and I appreciated very 
much the privilege of being able to see once more many dear friends 
in Christ. We pmise God for the open doors to fellowship with 
His people, and also for some doors shut. We want to thank 
the Lord's people everywhere for kind hospitality and warm fel
lowship. This has given courage to our hearts. 

One dear brother we looked forward to seeing and sharing with 
went to be with the Lord about the time we anived States side. 
Dr. Bailey, the physician beloved by many, many people, was 

.; an Elder in the church in Vnton when we Labored there a few 
years ago. His Bible classes and his example affected the lives of 
many. He magnified Christ by word and by deed, and we shall 
always remember the love and humility of Christ that was manifested 
in his life. It was partly through Bro. Bailey's guidance and help 
that we came to Rhodesia to preach the Gospel, for he had the 
vision of precious souls who needed to hear about Christ. Down 
through the years he had fellowship with various missionaries, 
and his faithfulness to have fellowship with us in the work here 
will always he remembered and appreciated. The Lord Jesus will 
reward him for such fellowship nnd labor of love, most of which 
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was little known by man. This again shows the humi1ity expressed 
by his life. 

A d~nr brother has h~e~1 promoted, un,d whi1c we didn't get 
to see hun as we had anhctpated, by Gods grace we shall meet 
in a far better laml. I'm looking forward to it. 

Pray that responsible government may continue in Mozambique, 
which borders Rhodesia. This territory is under Portugal. Satan 
is at work everywhere, and in such subtle ways. Truly the whole 
world lies in wickedness. It's sad to see that his ways of destroying 
confidence in governmental leaders are also being used to try to 
smear some of God's servants, too. 

Dennis Allen Kowloon, Hong Kong April 30 
Five were baptized into Christ on April 14 at the Y pool. 

One boy wanted to be, but his parents arc still opposed. They say 
wait a while. I guess they hope he will change his mind. 

Another of the girls in the church has married a non-Christian 
hoy in spite of <111 we could do. Another has gone to America 
to join her husband, so we have lost four from our young people 
in a few months. Another girl is very distressed because her 
mother is determined she shall marry an over-seas Chinese. (It 
is really just a financial matter, so she can send money to the family 
when she goes overseas.) She's already had to meet two. Each 
time she asks us to pray earnestly about it. Even the mother 
didn't like the first two. 

Vandalism continues to be a real problem at the roof top 
school. Last time Betty was out for her class they had broken 
in again and broken out all the windows on one side and even taken 
away a lot of the metal window fnunes. The police just don't 
seem to care what happens in this area. Satan seems very 
detem1ined in his opposition. Four of the girls who were baptized 
are from this roof top class. 

Joy Garrett Salisbury Rhodesia April 24 
Ten young people were baptized at HaHingora on the last 

Sundav in March. We walked down the hill to the stream. The 
churcl1 there has really been working and the building is full. 
During the afternoon we had Bible Classes, the women in the church 
building and the men out under the tree. 

Our crates arriwd a couple weeks ago. The tmnsport and 
custom's hill came yesterday. It was over $275.00 Rhodesian. We 
are grateful to God for their safe journey through territory which had 
floods washing away the railroad lines and terrorists blowing them up. 
The brethren who crated them did an excellent job. 

0. S. Boyer Suo Paulo, Brazil April 
One of the three things that set me on fire, hody, soul and spirit 

while in the States, was Brother Boll's hook on Cl~ri.st's Teaching on 
Prayer. We are using the gift of the sisters in Ames, Oklahoma, to 
start a fund to publish this hook in Portuguese. 
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Brother and Sisler IJayc!> were lc·ading members of the Mount 
I [ope Church of Christ, Hip ley, Oklahoma, that I ministered to over 
fift y years ago. Sister H ayes has continued to contribute to this 
publication work lwre. It is one thing to bu ild churches, and an
otlwr to make sure each has an ample supply of just such li terature 
as this book. Literature is the desperate need of Brazil. 

Carl Kitzmiller 

Some of m y friend~ tulk nbout purgutory. Whul do they 111enu? 

T his could be called a religious question more than a Bible 
question. T he Bihlc has nothing to say about p urgatory, never 
spea king of such a place, though it has some wry important things 
to say which stand opposed to the leaching of purgatory. Purga
tory is di-; tinct ly a Homan Catholic teachu1g. Accordinu to that 
leaching, purgatory is a purgill{! place \\'here most Catholics arc 
believed to go nt dt•alh. Only the perfect are believed to go directly 
to heaven at ch:ath. This means n few martvrs and sa ints. Tt is 
said that even popes can go to p urgatory. Evel1 those who have the 
full rites of the chmch go there. It is seen as a place where one 
mnkt•s payment for and is purged of sins conuniltcd aftt•r baptism, 
so that he is ultimately fitted to go to lwaven. [ t is a sort of hnlf-wa}' 
place where one is consigned until he is fit to go to heaven. 

Purgatory is n·garded as a place of intense suffering somewhat 
similar to the fires of hell, much worse than any sulfering C\-pcrienced 
in this life. Tht• lt'ngth of one's stay ,·a ries, dcpt•nding on the de
gree of ~:,ruil t and one's impenih•nc<:, but no one 0 11 earth knows whe11 
n soul has hccn delivered from that sulfcri ng. It is believed that 
fri ends on earth can shorten or alleviate the pain b)' paying the 
priest for prayers, and sin<.:e the linlt' of a lo\'ed om~'s dcli\'ery from 
ptLrgatory is unknown, the purchasing of prayers may go on for 
vcars. 
· This leaching is one of the en~laving features of Catholic teach
ing. For the committed Catholic it c.: reates a c.:ortnin fear of lhc 
priesthood, seeing they have such supposed p ower over one's sta}' 
in purgatory. It has been called "th<' golcl mine'' of the church b e
cause of the funds that it brings in. Whether it has been promoted 
wit h this intention or not, tlw result is that tlw wry poor pay for 
masses for loved ones and the rich !caw est:\tes for such pw-poses. 
Death for those who believe in purgatory is a fearfu l thu1g, even 
though they may have been good members of the system, :tod the 
fu1H.:ral is dirc<:ted toward appea ling to Cod to have mercy o.n the 
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departed soul. 
~s ~e have mentioned, there is no Bible teaching to support 

a behef m purgatory. Catholics, insofar as Bible authority is re
garded as necessary, appeal primarily to a passage in one of the 
apocryphal hooks (2 Mace. 12:39-45), which speaks of prayers for 
the dead, but even that says nothing about purgatory. Belief in 
purgatory became a sort of consequence of belief in prayers for the 
dead. The two grew grudualJy among the later Church Fathers 
and was given formal shape about the sixth century. This became 
an article of faith in 1438 at the Council of Florence, and was con
fimled by the Council of Trent in 1548. 

The whole teaching is contrary to the New Testament teaching 
of salvation by grace through faith. Purgatory is part of a system 
of salvation by works. Human merit, in one way or another, is be
lieved to be necessary to deliver from the suffering of purgatory. 
But the New Testament clearly rules out human merit as that which 
obtains even a part of our salvation. Other New Testament teach
ing is also opposed. In some passages (e.g., John 5:24) eternal 
life is seen as a present possession, not that which one receives after 
passing through a judgmental purging. In Luke 23:43, Jesus snid 
nothing to the thief about a preliminary stny in purgatory before he 
could join Him in paradise. Paul knew nothing of purgatory as he 
contemplated death but saw the transition into the presence of 
Christ as an immediate thing (Phil. 1:21,23; 2 Cor. 5:8). In Luke 
16:26, we see that there is no transfer from one realm to another. 
Most important, the cleansing of the Christian by the blood of Christ 
is from all sin (1 Jn. 1:5-10). 

Help your friends, if you can, to know the grace of Cod and the 
cleansing of the blood of Christ that takes away alJ sin. 

Do you believe In a "eall" for preachers? 
Likely the answer to tllis question turns around the definition 

one might give to "a call." If a call is defined as a dream, a vision, 
some supernatural experknce, or such like, I do not believe any of 
these arc necessary or even normally to be expected. It may be 
that Cod uses these on occasion. He is a Cod of limitless means and 
He deals with all manner of mankind in doing His work. Unless 
He has limited Himself in any matter, we must beware of putting 
limits on Him. But that also includes our exercising care not to 
standardize the unusual. 

There is a grave danger, among those expecting some miraculous 
or direct type of call, that somewhat prosaic events get turned into 
"experiences." This was evident in nn earlier day Calvinism when 
conversion experiences were required for all (not just preachers) 
for church membership. Most of us are familiar with the old story 
of the fellow who saw the letters "C P C" formed by the clouds one 
dny. He concluded this was a call to "go preach Christ." But 
those who heard his ignorant and awkward efforts finally decided 
he should have understood it to say, "Co plow com." Of course, 
if a man gets to watching the clouds expecting a message therein, 
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there is a good chance that he will, sooner or later, see something 
that seems significant. If a miraculous call is expected, there is 
a good chance that something will sooner or later arise which will 
take on that appearance. 

If we define "call" in a broader sense of an awareness of being 
in the will of God, then I believe in a caJJ for preachers. I also be
lieve in a call (in that sense) for elders, teachers, deacons, and every 
other member of the Body of Christ. The Lord sets us in the Body 
as it pleases Him ( See this princi pie in 1 Cor. 12, csp. vs. 11, 18, 28). 
He confers the abilities and gifts to enable us to do what it is His 
will for us to do. In some cases, this is not a life-time work. As 
we grow and develop, He has something else for us. In other cases 
it may be a life-time work. ·· · · · 

It is evident that God knows how to put a Christian in the 
position where He wants him without any conscious decision on the 
individual's part. But it is also evident that He prefers to allow 
man to know His wiU and to exercise a choice whether or not to 
do it. Surely He will convey to every one of us in some way iust 
what place He wants us occupy in the Body of Christ if we will but 
honestly seek His leading. The ways in which the Lord leads nrc 
many. To name n few, He may work through events, the evalua
tions of others, a deep impression planted on our heart by the Spirit, 
or by exposing us to a need we can supply. I am inclined to be
lieve He usualJy appeals to our higher nature. For example, I 
would be prone to doubt the Lord's leading when n man says, "I 
needed a job, and a congregation was willing to hire me as a preach
er, so I began preaching." 

A number of young men have begun as preachers, only to tum 
to some other pursuit after a few years. There is no way of know
ing how many of these were following the Lord's will and that will 
for them changed; how many were probing for the Lord's will, 
possibly persuaded by men to preach, but in doing so discovered 
this was not their work; or how many yielded to the lure of a more 
agreeable work or a more promising income and walked away from 
the Lord's will. We must not assume in every case the Lord's call 
to the preacher is a life-time matter or that it always involves what 
we may caJJ full-time work. On tlte other hand, we need to avoid 
the appmach to preaching which treats it as just another job or "pro
fession," to enter if it happens to please us and to remain in unless 
something better turns up. 

Some of the older men in Christian coUegcs have been known to 
advise young men: "Don't preach if you can keep from it." The 
purpose was not to discourage preachers and preaching but to dis
courage self-appointed preachers. They obviously believed the Lord 
would somehow convey a "can't keep from it" conviction to those He 
called for this work. In my own case there has been a deep and 
abiding impression that preaching is whut the Lord wants me doing. 
I cannot really say how tllis came to me, but unless this chang~. J 
cannot believe the Lord would be happy with my doing anything 
else. I have been thankful for this assurance, because otbenvise 
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there have be~n many times I would have "thrown in the towel." 
Only those who have been there know the frustrations, demands, 
and problems of modern preaching. It is the conviction that one 
is where God wants him that makt>S any calling in the Body of 
Christ satisfying and worth-while. 

So I do believe il.1 ~·.call for. preachi~g. No man should dare 
take the great responSlbility on hunself wtthout due regard for the 
will of the Lord Jesus Christ. But let's not stop with the preacher. 
Are you a hand, a foot, or some other member of the Body because 
the Lord made you such, or are you a self-appointed hand, foot, eye, 
mouth? -7110 Bruton Road, Dallas, Texas75217 

Edited by Dr. Horace E. Wood 

PROPHECY 
Russia and Israel 

·winston N. Allen 

Two unusual developments on the world scene during ''this 
gencmtion" have been: ( 1) the remarkable rise of Russia to a place 
of world prominence, and ( 2) the rebirth of Israel as a nation. 
Today Russia and other communist counb·ies c:ontrol about half 
of the world's population. The stated goal of Russia's atheistic 
leaders is complete domination of the world. Hegarding Israel, a 
man of Cod said recently, "That the Jewish nation exists today is 
nothing short of a miracle! After 2,500 years without self-govern
ment and 1,800 years without a national home, she has every reason 
to he extinct. In all the annals of history, no other people deprived 
of their homeland has been able to maintain its identity and re~urrect 
its country." Yes, the phenomenal rise of atheistic Russia and the 
miraculous rebirth of Israel in recent times have tremendous pro
phetic significance. 

What docs the Bible say about Russiar Will she realize her 
goal of world domination? Will Israel, outnumbered ten-to-one 
by surrounding Arab nations armed by Russia, be able to survive? 
Hussia and Isrncl-how do they fit into Cod's prophetic progmm 
for the approaching close of this age? 

Ezekiel 36:16-19 tells of Israel being scattered among the na
tions because of her sins. Verses 20-24 foretell the regathering of 
lsrnel to the lund Cod had promised to them (Gen. 15:18). The 
rest of chapter 36 speaks of the restoration and renewal of Israel. 
The more familiar 37th chayter of Ezekiel records the vision of dry 
bones, and gives additiona details regarding Israel's future. 

Keeping in mind that Ezekiel wrote in the 6th century B.C., 
there is a dramatic change in subject matter begimling with Ezekiel 
38. The focus of attention shifts from Israel to Hussia, and to a 
future conflict between these two nations. 
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"And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy 
Ial.'C toward Gog, of the hmd of 1\tagu~, the prince of Rosh, Meshcch, and 
Tubal, and prophesy against him, ~nd say, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: 
Behold I am against thee, 0 Cog1 prmce of nosh, Meshech, and Tubal: and I 
will tu:n thee about, and put hoo"s into thy f'aws, and I will bring thee forth, 
and all thine army, horses and horseme,n, ul of them clothed ln full arm~r, 
a great l.'Ompany with buckler and shield, all of them handling swords: Persmf 
Cush, and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet· Gomer, and al 
his hordes; the house of Togannath in the uttennost parts of the north, and all 
his hor<lf!s; even many peoples with thee." E7.ckiel 38:1-6. 

There are at least three reasons why Bible scholars say the 
above passage, and related passages in Ezekiel 38 and 39, refer to 
Hussia and her allies: 

( 1 ) The etymology of the names used (Gen. 10.1-5) is in
teresting and revealing. Dr. Gcsenius said in his Hebrew Lexicon, 
"Hosh was a designation for the tribes then north of the Taurus Moun
tains, dwelling in the neighborhood of the Volga." In Webster's Un
abridged Dictionary it is stated that the people who dominate 
modem Hussiu are descendants of Magog, Tubal and Meshech. 
Josephus asserted that the descendents of Japheth settled north of 
the Black Sea, and that Magog lived in the Northern regions above 
the Caucasus Mountains. On old Bihlical maps Magog, Mesheclt 
and Tubal arc all found within the confines of what we know today 
as Russia. It is believed that the word Rosh is the root of the 
modem word Hussia, and that .Mcshech and Tubal correspond to 
the modem cities of Moscow aud Tobolsk. I have heard that Jews 
today refer to Hussiu as Rosh. Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost in his book, 
7'hings to Come, states on page 328, :·. . .the identification of Hosh 
as modern Russia would seem to be well authenticated and generally 
accepted." 

( 2) Hosh is spoken of as north of Israel (Ezekiel 38:6, 15; 39: 
1, 2). It is only 1wcessary to check a map to see that the country 
in the uttennost parts of the north from Israel is Russia, 

( 3) God said regarding Hosh and her allies, "I am against 
thee" (Ezekiel 38:3; 39:1). Today it is not difficult to see why 
God is against Hussia. Millions of God's people have been tortured 
and/or killed by the atheistic communists. Russia has persecuted and 
continues to persecute the Jews (Gen. 12:1-3). Her false soul-de
stroying doctrines and deceits and her methods arc being exported 
to most if not all the countries of the world. Controlled by Satan, 
the communists have gone all-out to ban the Bible and to destroy 
Christians and Christianity. No wonder God says, "I am against 
thee." Evidently Proverbs 29:1 can be applied to nations as well 
as to individuals; "lie that being often reproved hardeneth his neck 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." We need 
to pray for the persecuted Christians in Russia, and that many others 
there, even in the face of persecution and martyrdom, will tum to 
Christ as Savior and as Lord before it is too late. 

Several passages in Ezekiel 3H and 39 describe n future invasion 
of Israel by Russia (Ezekiel 38:7-16; 39:1, 2). It is important to 
note that the invasion will come at a time when Israel is dwelling 
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~ccu~ely in her own land "in the middle of the earth." Evidently 
Jt wdl be at a time when Israel and her allies have lowered their 
guard. 

Why would the giant Russia invade tiny Israel? Verse 12 of 
Ezekiel 38 says, "to take the spoil and to take the prey." There is 
tremendous wealth in Israel and in the surrounding area: oil, min
erals in the Dead Sea ( worth several trillion dollars ) , and fertile 
land. Also Israel is in a very strategic location occupying the land 
btidge which connects three continents, and at the present time she 
exercises much control over the Suez Canal and the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

From God's viewpoint the invasion and its outcome will ac
complish tremendous results. We rend in Ezekiel 38:23 tmd 39:22: 
''And I will magnify myself, and sanctify myself, and I will make 
myself known in the eyes of many nations; and they shall know that 
I am Jehovah." "So the house of Israel slmll know that I am Jehovah 
their God, from that day and forward." 

Ezekiel 38:13 foretells that certain nations, including 'Tarshish 
with all the young lions thereof," will react verbally to the invasion. 
Tim LaHaye in his book, The Beginning of tlw End, page 70, said, 
"Most Bible scholurs have identified England as the nation of Tarsh
ish because of her long-standing interest in sea power." Of course 
the lion is the symbol of England, and the United States is the 
mightiest of "the young lions thereof." 

The method of the invasion is described in Ezekiel38:8, 9, 15, 16. 
It is important to remember that tllis prophecy is to be fulfilled "in 
the latter years," "in the latter days," not in Ezekiel's time. It is 
significant thut the inspired prophet used the words "ascend," "come 
like a storm," and "be like a cloud to cover the land." To us today 
the language indicates a vast military operation, an airborne army 
with all necessary equipment (horses or tanks or both could be 
airlifted). 

The last paragraph of Ezekiel 38 and the first pmt of chapter 
39 describes the devastating defeat and destruction of Russia's mili
tary might and that of her allies. God Himself intervenes on behalf 
of Israel by means of a mighty earthquake, torrential min and great 
hailstones, sudden pestilent-e or disease, and "fire and brimstone." 
It will take Israel seven months to bury the dead, nod the captured 
weapons will furnish fuel for seven years. According to John Wes
ton the Russians now are using lignostone in the manufacturing of 
some of their weapons of war ( lignostone is a special wood in
vented by a Dutchman and is stronger than st<..-eL very clastic, and 
bums better than coal). 

·when will the invasion of Israel b)' Hussiu occur? So far a.o; 
I can tell the prophetic Word, no doubt by God's design, does not 
pinpoint the time. It is to be when Israel is .. at rest" and feels 
secure (Ezek. 38:11). It will be "in the latter years" (38:8); "it 
shall come to pass in the latter days" ( 38:16). Could it be that God 
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is now using Mr. Kissinger to help bring nhout a p eaceful e ra b e
tween the Arabs and Israel which would set the stage for Russia's 
invasion? Daniel 9:27 foretells that the coming prince (the Anti
christ who is to b e revealed after the rapture of the church) will make 
a seven-yea r covenant w ith lsrae l (evidently promising peace and 
security ) , hut he will break the covenant nfter three and a half years. 
Several prominent Bible scholars living today {including Doctors 
Walvoord, Pentecost, and SmHh) believe the invasion will come 
near the middle of th<' Creal Tribulation (Daniel's 70th week, made 
up of seven yc:u·s. ) In his book The Nations ill Propf1ecy, page 115. 
Dr. \Valvoord wrote, '"During that first three and one-half years, we 
have the one time when regathered Israel .is at rest and secure. Ap
parently Hussia will invade the litnd of Israel during that period, 
possibly toward its close, and the Scripture will then he fulfi lled."' 

Regarding signs of the times Jesus saic~ "But when these things 
begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up your heads, because your 
redcmpti~n drnweth nigh.'" ~he . sh~~ly _ of prop~1cc.r and noti!1g 
the ht16llmg of many propheCies m thts generatiOn not only m
creases our fa ith bu t should also motivate us to be ready for the 
Lord's coming and to be diligent in His service while we watch and 
wait. 

Ernest Lyon is a professor of music at the University of Louisville and minister 
of the Highland Church of Christ. 

OR. RICHARD FARSON, president 
of the Esnlen I nstitute (the ors.:unizu
t iou thnt first l)romoted sensitivity 
trnining. I believe) hns writtcu n book 
on children's rights, recommending 
that children he "freed'" from the con
trol of thcdr families. The wnr to 
domornlizc this country lL~ pnrt of 
tho communist takeover continues, re
gardless of whether Or. fi'arsnn real
izes thnt is what he is helping or not. 

sexual policeman investigatin~ things? 
Or what would yon do if you were 
a flrt•mau and n homosuxunl wnrked, 
sk·pt, aud ate with you? Or how 
woulcl you like a homosexual teach
ing \·our children? or giving guidance 
ns n ~uidunce counselor? The bill 
is c~pccted to pn.!;s and be signed 
Into law by thtl muyor . . . llomo
sc:mals we re scheduled to lecture a 
"health '" class in Montclair High 
School in New Jersey recently. 

PERVEHTS CAIN: On A\.)ril 18, 
W74 , tlw General Welfare Commit·- T il E UNUSED j:tns ration coupons 
tee of the New York City Council cost $12 million. They were ordered 
reportedly approved n bill banning by a bureaucrat without Congressional 
discrimination against homosexuals in approval. Since the bureaucrat is 
eruployn~eut, hcmsiug, and puhlie nc- n multi-tnillioMire, why not let him 
comoduttons. Would you like u hmno- puy fnr tlwm? After reading thnt 
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item, I saw another item that stated 
that the t.'Oupons would have to be 
destroyed anyhow because they could 
fool a change-making machine and be 
used as dollar bills. 

ABORTIONS MULTIPLY. The 
estimated total of abortions from 1968 
througl1 1972 was twice the number 
of hattie fatalities in all our wars 
since 1776. I shudder to estimate 
the amount sint.'C then, for the supreme 
Court decision on January 22, 1973, 
multijllicd the number of abortion~ 
legaUy. I believe that only two 
states had lt~gul uhortions nn de
mand during the 1968-1972 pPriod. 

I WISH there were space to re
produce a column sent me from the 
South China Morning Post on Dec. 
11, 1973. In it Max Wilde reported 
on a UN-sponsored conference in Gen
eva of 120 doctors, lawyers sociol
ogists, religious leaders and health 
administrators on the use and con
trol of new applied techniques in 
gcm•tics. It is horrifying to read how 
sonw of those people believe that 
the human race should be subjected 
to some of the techniques devised to 
develop lwtter animals. The major
ity at least warned governments to 
he l'arcful in the usc of these things. 

I WAS ALSO appalled at a col
umn from the South Chinn 1\forning 
Post on a professor in a university in 
this country. He was a guerilla war
furl' soldier with the communisb in 
Chinn during World War II and is 
still in favor of all the communists 
stand for. He teaches communist 
Chinese ideology and hi~torv. Nice 
influence for the students nt American 
University in Washington? 

UNICEF (the United Nationals 
Children's Fund, so-called) has had 
many supporters who ha\'e scoff eel 
nt reports that the organi:r.ntion was 
helping communist governments, hut 
in April tl1e New York Times, the 
lc:>ading paper for left-leaners, report
!'d that l7NICEF was givin~ $18 mil
lion to North Vietnam to "help re
lmild destrovcd schools and $4.5 mil
lion to help the Vietcong in South 
Vietnam. 

column to a nominally-Catholic lec
turer who was speaking on the sub
ject of the Nazi hatred for Jews, blam
ing it on to Christian teaching. She 
showt.'<l her unbelief by stating that 
salvation may come other than through 
Jesus. 

ROGER RUSK, brother of the for
mer Secretary of State, stirred U}l 
quite a few with an article in "Chris
tianity Today." In it Rusk gave a 
very scholarly background to the be
lief (which I share) that Jesus wa.~ 
cruciRed on Thursclny. "Good Fri
day" and other days established by 
dmrch ~o.rroups would have to go, so 
I doubt that much wlll come of the 
scholarly research except stir up ex
citement. 

POHTUGAL is much In the news 
as I write this. The mass media seem 
to feel very hilarious over the fact 
that one of our few remaining n1lics 
in the worltl (regardless of how you 
feel about the dictatorship, Portugnl 
did befriend tlli.'i t'Ountry) ha.~ started 
the tum to the left. Portugal is proof 
that pcrsisten<.-e pays. About 15 years 
ago the international socialists began 
a hue and cry that the Portuguese 
"colonies" (they were part of Portugal 
just as Alaska and Hnwall are _part of 
the U.S. and therefore not renlly col
onies) should he forced to give in 
to the communist guerillas tluit were 
invading the countries and killing 
black and white alike (more black 
than white, however). They cried 
racist dictatorship so long that naive 
(politknlly) groups like the editors 
of Christiw1ity Today feel that this 
is good nml a triumph for clmnocrncy 
and religion. But wait until the 900-
ialists establish their power and see 
what happens to the freedom of re
ligion that such papers nrc predict
ing . . . Persistence in telling the hi~t 
lie (which they learned from Hitler) 
continually win'> in this world that 
still lies in the evil one. The casual 
render thinks that Cesar Chavez is 
working for the good of union mem
hers and fanner workers, that Farah 
clothes workers wanted an outside un
ion that this country is imperialist 
anti tl1at communist countries are sim
ply tf)'ing to liheratt• people, etc., 

tJNllELIEF still gets more news-· etc., ncl inRnltum. Satan still hlinds 
papl'r headlines than belief, of course. the minds of the unbelieving and 
On April 13, 1974, for example a throws up a good smoke screen to 
newspaper gave headlines complctelv those looking to tl~eir own under
across a page ancl more than a fufl standing instead of unto the Spirit 
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. . .One of tlw hig tarl(els of the 
leftists is the House Security Com
mittee (formerly the House Committee 
on Un-Amerkan Activities). I douht 
it will live out the present ndminis
trntion even thou~th it has proltocted 
U.S. interests mon• than nny govem
mcntal !tfOUp. 

NEWS BRIEFS: Because its par
ent group, the Synod of Reformed 
Churches in the Ncthcrlancl~. has voted 
funds for black African freedom 
fighters/terrorists, the Dutch Reform
ed Church in South Africa may 
split off. The money is to be tt~cd 
to try to overthrow the present gov
ernments of Rhodesia and South Af
rica, two of the few governments left 
that arc not greatly dominated hy 
communists . . . The Cincinnati Di
hle Seminary, a lihcrnl arts college 
and seminnrv among the independent 
Christian Cfmrehes, recently cclebrn
ted its 50th anniversary . . . It is 
now estimated that 20,000 Cubans 
have IX'cn executtod ll)' Castro and 
100,000 are in prison . . . A Con
gressman hns revealed that n director 
for O.S.II.A. (the Office of Safety and 
Health Administration, I believe, hut 
l{cnt•rnll)· rnllrcl "Osha") ret-cntly 
trippl'd over a typewriter cord in his 
office and fractured his arm! I won
der who ~tot the OSHA fine for the 
unsafl' condition in the office . . . I 
wondt•r what happened to th<' trial 
in Gret••willt•, Ohio, of pan•nts who 
took tlwir chilclrcn from the public 
schools (go\·ernment schools) and put 
them in an unaccredited church day 
school . . . I think you will he hear
Ing more nlmut "secular humanism" 
since the snprcmt• Court hns dt•cicled 
it is a religion and seems to lx~ try
ing to estahlish it as our official re
ligion despite (or because of) the ab
~t·nce of any hcllef In CO<l In this 
philosophy . . . Everr time someone 
publishes fl~tures of conservative and 
liberal churches and their !tfOWth, an
other msh of articles is printNl hr 

those who wonder whr the conserv
ative, Bihlc-helleving churches con· 
tinue to J.,'l'OW and those that deny 
Bihle faith are lar~tely fading away 
..• The U.S.A. continues to send vit
al equipment to Hussiat much of which 
mav Inter be used to 1\ill nl(>re Amer
icans as was done in South Vietnam 
by Russian equipment acquired from 
this t'Otmtry. American firms arc prov
ing Lt•nin a secular prophet ns our 
business men continue to sdl the 
cnm1'!!unists the "rope with which to 
hang us. 

DEAN BURCH, now a presidential 
counsdnr and formerly head of the 
Ft>deral Communications Commls.'liou, 
ret't'ntlv admitted that broadcasters 
"do not have full First Amendment 
rights" because of FCC restrictions. 
lie wns mmmenting on the Faimes.~ 
Doctrine. In admitting that his group 
had taken away those rights I wonder 
how he lived with himself when he 
had taken an oath to uphold the 
constitution. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH. "A~ 
I have heen saying, comrades • . . 
detente is merely another tactic in 
tlw continuing cla.'i.<; stmgglel" -Leo
nid 8rc7.hnev. 

SINCE I have said that this Is not 
a political column, some may wonder 
wily I print more conservative politi
<·al things than "liberal" ones. It is 
shnJlly not only that my own sym
pathy lies with those who wish to 
uphold our constitution a.~ originally 
written, hut also because the "lih
<·ral" side is published hy most news
paJwrs n,nd magn7.lnes and taken hy 
most T-V and radio commentators. 
I try to balance that a little. Many 
thanks to those who have sent in 
materials for this column. Without 
ron I would not have time to con
tinm•. Continue to send to: 

Ernest E. Lyon 
2629 Vn11etta Road, 
Louisville, Ky. 40205. 

PERRY DECKARD 

The father of Sister Edwin B. Dailey, Brother Perry Declmrd, long-time 
faithful memlx•r of thl' Dugger Church of Christ in Dugger, Indiana, passed 
away Mny 16, 1974 111 tlw C:ret•ne Conntv Gt•nernl Hospital. Brother Dl•t·kard 
sufft•red a broken hip on April 28th, just nlx1111 n month :tfter the passing of 
Sister Bailev's htL~hand, Dr. Edwin 8. Bailey. Brother Deckard was 93. lie is 
being misst•d hr family ami frit•nds, for he was 11 kind and good mnn. 
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Reprint: 
Are There Not Twelve Hours in the Day? 

R. H. Bo11 - 1920 
WHY JESUS WAS NOT AFRAID 

The word had come to Jesus that His beloved friend Lazarus 
was sick. The message was brief and reserved. The sisters did 
not suggest that He come-their regard for Him forbade. They 
knew that He would understand all nnd would do all that love 
and wisdom could do. But the Lord did not do as they would 
have expected. " Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazants. 
When therefore he heard that he was sick he abode at that time 
two tlays in tl1e place where he was. Then, after this, he saith 
to the disciplc.o;, Let us go into Judea again." Bethany, the home 
of Lazams, was in /udea. Now when Jesus proposed to go into 
Judea the hearts o the disciples were filled with anxiety and 
ft•ar. "Rabbi," they said, "the Jews were but now seeking to stone 
thee, and goest thou thither again?" The Lord's nm;wer to tllis 
remonstrance was this: "Are tllefe not tu:elve Jtours in t1te day? 
lf a man walk in the clay he stumblet1t not, because he seeth tlte 
lig1tt of t11is worhl. But if a man tcalk in the nigl1t Tie .ytum1Jleth, be
CA!Ise tl1e light is not in hini' (John 11:1-10). 

In these words, at first glance so obscure and mystifying, the 
Lord Jesus taught a most precious lesson on Cod's guidance and the 
safeguarding of His servants. 

STEPPING IN THE LIGHT 

First as to guidance. When a man walks in the light, he knows 
what he is doing and makes no blunder. The disciples had mis
judged because they judged by a wrong standard. Titcy regarded 
the proposed trip into Judea as a mistake; for they measured from 
a standpoint of mere expediency and earthly profit and loss. The 
man who does that walks in darkness. That is no tme principle 
of guidance. The Lord Jesus walked in the light. He always had 
clear and definite direction as to the next step l-Ie was to take
which of all possible steps was the one step. It was the light of 
the Father's will-the light of faith and obedience. 

STUMBLING 

The man who walks in obedience to God's will, in the light 
of faith and the nearest duty, makes no blunders. Though in so 
doing he should incur earthly loss or pain, though he e~ose his life 
to danger-nay, though he die as a result of his step, he hns made 
no mistake, he has not blundered. "If a man walk in the day he 
stumhleth not because he seeth the light of this world." Even so 
he who walks in obedience does not stumhlt! because the Divine 
light shines upon his path. The world may look on nnd think that 
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his path is folly, hl!Cnuse they look upon immediate consequence, 
and they c-annot see the end of the way (Rom. 8:18). But he knows 
what he is doing and whither he is going. 

But let a man depart from this course of "trust and obey," and 
instantly he is in darkness. Now he stumbles and blunders, and 
makes mistake after mistake; some more, some less fatal. The 
world may look on and call him wise and shrewd; but God sees him 
as a blind man fumbling, groping in the dark, stumbling on his way 
to a precipice to full into the blackness of darkness forever. 

HE IS ABLE TO KEEP 

The second truth is Cod's safeguarding of His Servants' Lives. 
"Are there not twelve hours in the day?" We must indeed work 
while it is day, for the night c:oml~th when no man can work (John 
9:4). But Cod has measured out to each of His servants his day, 
be it long or short, and the night shall not come prematurely. So 
long as the servant walks in the light of Cod's will his life is per
fectly safe until his day is done. No man or devil can harm him, no 
accident or unseasonable death can befall him. Cod sees to that. 
"Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? and not one of them shall 
fall on the ground without your Father: but the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value 
than many sparrows" (Matt. 10:29-31). The men of Judea were 
but recently attemptin~ to stone thee, Lord, and are you going there 
again? But the Lord answers, as it were, "Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? I am not going h> Judea by human counsel
that would be foolish and foolhardy indeed. The man who thrusts 
himself into peril at his own will has only himself to thank for what
ever disaster may befall him: Cod assumes no responsibility for him. 
But I am walking in the light of God, in the path of His will: the 
responsibility for my keeping is His, and He will safeguard my in
terests and see that I am not cut off before my allotted day is up, 
and that naught befall me that is not strictly in His program and 
plan for me." 

What a rest, what peace, what holy boldness, what fearless 
confidence a man must feel when he knows himself to be thus in 
the line of Cod's will. To him indeed it is true that all things 
work for his good-whether life or death, or thing.~ present or things 
to come. Cod's servants arc "immortal till their work is done." 
When the two witnesses of Cod have finished their testimony, and 
their appointed task is done, then (and not till then) the ''beast that 
cometh up out of the abyss" shall "kill them" (Rev. 11:7). And 
then only thnt Cod may be glorified in their resurrection and victory. 

UFE CAN BE SHOI\TENED 01\ LENGTHENED BY DISOBEDffiNCE 

This may explain, in some cases at least, the phenomenon often 
seen in times of epidemic plagues-how certain men in the perform
ance of duty, in self-forgetful care of the sick will expose themselves 
all day long and all night, and come out unscathed; while others 
who are intent only upon saving themselves quickly take the disease 
and die. Very literally it is fulfilled sometimes that he that saveth 
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his life shall lose it, and he that loscth his life shall save it. But if 
not-the end that comes to the servant of God in the path of duty is 
his appointed end. 

It is plain also that a man may prolong his life beyond God's 
loving plan by refusing perilous duty. But the life so saved is living 
d<•ath. When the path of light is forsaken the man is in darkness; 
left to stumble and blunder and wander, whither he knows not; 
making one mistake after another, committing error upon error; 
walking in folly and failure. Better fur to have gone to rest when 
his day was over than to have bought a few extra days at such a 
price. "But I hold not my life of any account as dear unto myself, 
so that I may accomplisll my course and the ministry which I re
ceived from the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
Cod" (Acts 20:24). 

HOW MAY WE KNOW 'filE WJLL OF GOD!' 

The question remains how a man may know when he is in the 
path of light. The matter is not as simple to all men as it was to 
the Lord Jesus. He knew instantly and always just what to do and 
what to say next. His every move was before ordained and He 
followed out perfectly the <.'Ottrse afore traced for Him by the Father. 
I do not say that the Lord Jesus, so far as His battle of life was 
concerned, availed Himself of any power not accessible to us-He 
necer did that. But because His will was so absolutely subject to 
the Father's will; because His heart was so perfectly attuned to the 
Father's heart; because He followed fl'Om the first every demand 
of duty, even to the slightest indication of God's will-He lmew in
stinctively (if such a word might be used of Him) what God would 
have Him do next. "I have carried out thut man's orders so long and 
so carefully," said an officer in the army, concerning his General, 
"that I believe I c::ould tell in almost any given situation just what he 
would have me do." For the ability to see duty clearly is itself 
the precious reward of former faithfulness. 

The man who disobeys or neglects will not only lose his power 
to do but also the ability to see and know his duty. That is what 
complicates the matter for us. We have been so long careless, so 
self-willed, so disobedient to the light that now, e\'en when we 
want to do right, we are often perplexed and in doubt as to what 
we really ought to do. 

Nevertheless there is even for the weakest always a place at 
which to begirl. And that place is the nearest clearly seen clut!J
whethcr that he repentance, OJ' a confession of wrong or the obedi· 
cnce of the gospel (which certainly must he the first thing for one 
out of Christ) or the paying of a debt, or the restoring of wrongly 
gotten goods, or the renunciation of some evil or filthy habit, or a 
definite surrender of some known selfishness or of some form of 
c::ovetousness; or the fulfilling of a promise-there is always some 
one thing before us that we can know. And that promptly and fully 
done, as unto God, a next step becomes clearer, conviction stronger, 
obedience easier. 
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Let us he sure il is Cod's Ught- thc light of His wortl. Then, 
looking to Him, follow it up. "In our persona] Jives today," says 
one-"light is turned on the pa th. And there's always strength given 
to walk in the light that's given. If we step out and walk in the 
light and according to it, more light comes, further light, light on 
the next step. And with light unfai lingly comes the strength to 
walk in it. And so on to the full noon of light and tho full Hood of 
strength." 

This is the path of Cod's wil l that shineth more and more 
unto the p erfect day. This is the light, in which, if a man walk, he 
shaH not stumble. This is the way of committal of ourselves in 
trust unto God that lie may keep us all our way and a ll our work
day through and lay us dowu to sleep at the right hour, awaiting 
as faithful scn~ants the happy morn of our Lord's appearing. 

Alex WUson is a missionary to the J~hilippiucs. 

7etdi(/ t)~ 

?tot 7 uddfl? 
Alex V. Wilson 

Some friends of mh1e who are trying not to b ecome (or remain) 
overweight hnve placed this sign on the ir refrigerator door: "Tubby 
or not tubby-that is the question!" ( Apologies to Shakespeare.) Tt 
he lps them resist the temptation to cat .. and eat .. and cat. 

What a mixed-up '..vorld we live in. While m illions of Amer
i<.:ans arc troubled by overweight, 12,000 people die every day 
throughout the world from stnrvntion! Let's run that through again: 
12,000 people die daily from starvation. 

How much money did you and I spend last December for 
Christmas gifts, Christmas cards, post<lge, etc.? H ow much of it 
was rca!Jy worthwhile, and how much of it was due merely to 
f<\Clors like custom, prestige or status, impulse-buying, eto? No 
doubt some of it was for valuable, he lpful things, hut what about the 
rest ... ? 

I (ow Cnd has blessed us here in the U. S.! And how God will 
judge us, also! Consider the following snapshots from around tho 
world. 

Listen, and "Veep 

e "fn Japan the rate of inllation was dottiJie that of tlw U.S., 
and in the Philippines the rate was triple that of the U.S. And these 
soaring price-increases were taking effect even before the worldwide 
fuel c risis hel-(an. Conditions may be much worse now. 
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e "I can still sec a little boy in Cambodia. He had been 
brought to the refugee camp from an area where there had been 
heavy fighting. . . His little anns and legs were pathetically thin. 
I took my thumb and forefinger and gently circled that pencil-thin 
ankle. I moved my hand up that skin-and-bone little leg and-still 
circling it just with thumb and forefinger-! moved my hand freely 
ove! his little knee. and far up his thigh. The bol was nine years 
old (Larry Ward m ETERNITY Magazine, Dec. 73). 

e "In one evangelical mission, every missionary but one drives 
an air-conditioned car, while most nationals ride the local transit 
system" (Miriam Adeney in HIS Magazine, Jan. '7 4). 

e "A missionary recently sighed with a smile, 'We're going 
to have to cut down on the ~ood life. We've been having too 
much pie and icc cream, and Jim s cholesterol is going up again. And 
my weight.' This mission receives donations every month from a 
national young couple in Christian work who can't alford a refriger· 
a tor for their home" (Adeney). 

e "Two Americans were urging a national Christian leader 
to usc cassette recorders in his publishing /rogram. 'Asian re· 
corders are amazingly cheap!' they enthuse . 'Cheap?' he said 
thoughtfully. 'Well, the cost of a recorder equals two-months' sal
ary for one of my staff workers.' " (Adeney). 

How Much Is A Million? 

While the above examples are from Asia, the biggest physical 
emergency in the world right now is in West Africa, in the countries 
that border the Saham Desert. There, literally millions of people 
arc starving m· will starve to death. It is feared the toll may climb 
as high as thirteen million. 

That figure probably doesn't faze us too much, because we are 
used to reading of statistics c:ontaining millions and even billions. 
But do you know how many one million is? Consider this: Fewer 
than one million days have passed since Jesus Christ walked and 
talked on earth! Figure it out for yourself; it's true. All the days 
of all the weeks of all the months of all the years of all the decades 
of all the centuries since our Lord lived here among men add up 
to fewer than one million. And perhaps thirteen million Africans 
will starve to death in the next few years. 

A mis!>ionary from Ethiopia gives an eyewitness report: 

There is severe drought. Some rain hus fallen, but not enough 
to make grass grow. There nre trees, but a worm is destroying 
them. The goats are not giving milk and are aborting their offspring. 
The women give birth, but they are sickly and there is no one to 
treat them. There is suffering nnd no doctor. Though children 
arc born, there is nothing on which to rear them. Their mothers 
are dry and cannot brcastfeed. The palms no longer bear fruit 
and the cherry tree is unfruitful. We look for help from the Gov
ernment, hut it cannot help. 
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In one village, when the last ox died, the families sold the hide 
and bought food for a few days. Then they dismantled their 
houses and sold the wood. Then they went to the city to beg. 

It is estimated in Mauritania that about 80',/, of the cattle 
and 60',/,, of the goats and sheep have died. A tribe of nomads in 
Niger who once owned about 10,000 c-amels now have fewer than 
100. 

Why? How Did It Happen? 

ETERNITY Magazine of October, 1973 explains the causes of 
this staggering famine. 

Why is there such n sudden crisis? The answer is agonizingly 
simple: conditions have been getting worse each year, but not 
enough to merit serious calls for help; always there has been the 
hope that with the next season, the rains will come, that the crops 
will grow, that all will he well once again. This year when the 
rains failed, the situation was beyond redemption. The grain was 
all gone, the cattle were too thin to make it through another summer. 
Debilitation was widespread. There was nothing to do but move 
out, hoping that somewhere there would be help. But every coun
try has its troubles. 

Why Help? How Help? 

What can we do? Someone might say, "Well, really, ifs not 
of much concern to us. Anyway, Christ predicted that there would 
be famines." Should anyone seriously feel this way, may I suggest 
he do some open-eyed Bible study. Here are some verses he might 
look at: Psalm 41:1; Prov. 14:21,31; 21:13; 28:27; Isn. 58:7,10; Matt. 
25:34-40; Cal. 2:9,10; Cal. 6:9,10; Eph. 4:2R; Jus. 2:14-16; 1 Jn. 3: 
17,18. 

Others might say, "But our real job is to give men the Gospel 
To save their lives is not nearly so important as bringing them to 
eternal salvation." True enough; who would deny it? But it is 
not a matter of either/or hut ratlwr of both/and. I am certainly 
not advocating taking money from the evangelism and missionary 
budget in order to put it into welfare. We need to tighten our 
belts, evaluate and sanctify our budgets and thus increase our giving 
both to evangelism/missions nnd to welfare . 

. - Lastly, what exactly can we do to help? One thing might he 
to consult our missionaries or national workers in various lands (e.g., 
the Le Doux mission in Saigon) for their suggestions. No doubt the)' 
can use welfare funds above and beyond the funds for their personal 
support. Pray much about this, for there are many problems in 
knowing how best to administer such funds. In addition, there nrc 
Bihle-bnscd organizations which specialize in welfare projects-such 
as caring for orphans, widows, disabled, and people in areas where 
emergencies strike-whHc also sharing the Gospel with the lost 
and training Christian workers. One such organi7.ation we can rec
ommend is World Vision Intl'nmtional, Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 91109. 
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T~ey wiJI channe! w~lfare fund_s sent to them into any type of 
rmmstry you specify, m many different parts of the world. Those 
who wish to send funds for famine relief in West Africa, for example, 
could send a check to World Vision, ~-pecifying what it is for. 

Philip Crouch confronts us with this chnllenge: 

Over half of the world's people eam four dollars or less weekly. 
A billion cam two dollars or less weekly. 

Suppose tonight as you sit down to dinner, your doorbell rings. 
You open the door and see a ragged, diseased, hungry person who 
asks for a crust of bread. Imagine, if you can, all the hungry of the 
world standing in line behind him. Do you know how long that 
line would be Over half a million miles! It would encircle the 
globe not one time, but 25 times. 

What arc we doing about this starving world? 

Interpreting the Bible 
Acceptance of the Bible as the verbally inspired Word of God 

is an essential part of evangelical belief. 
This, however, docs not mean that we interpret everything in 

the Bible literally in the sense that we ignore parables, symbols, 
figurative language, and even literary fonns. 

On the other hand, it means that we approach the Bible with 
no assumptions dictated by philosophical or scientific theory. We 
do not say, for example, "Miracles are impossible," and then proceed 
to deny everything miraculous in the Bible. 

If the Bible teaches us that a miracle took place at a given time 
and at a given place, then we accept the testimony of the Bible. We 
do not create literary or linguistic forms foreign to the thinking of 
Bible writers and proceed to discard the shell of their teachings in 
order to get at what we imagine is the kernel. 

It is wrong to say that everything in the Bible is easy to inter
pret and to understand. But though we acknowledge the existence 
of "some things hard to be understood," we do not thereby imply 
that the Scriptures arc in error. Our difficulty should not lead to 
denial. 

This should remind us of the need to study daily nnd diligently 
the truth.-; of Holy Writ. We should not be satisfied to say glibly, 
"I believe the Bible is God's Word," and then live without consulting 
its pages for divine direction and strength. 

Those of us, therefore, who affirm belief in the inspiration of the 
Holy Scriptures need at the same time to acknowledge our continual 
need for the illumination of the Holy Spirit. While we conFess our 
conviction that the Bible is the permanently inspired Word of God, 
we need likewise to confess our own i&,rnorancc and blindness. Thus 
shall we he led into all tmth hy the Spirit of truth. 

-In Tile Pmirie Overcomer 
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AND NOlES 
' 1Th1y r1h111r11d alf tbll God had 

Portland Ave. Church, Louisville: 
A ~mmber of new hirth~ has g lnd

tlcnC'tl tht• heart~ of tlw Portland 
church. Pe$!~>' Sue Brannon wn~ 
buried with her Lord in hapti~'ln on 
June 2, at the morning worship. The 
familv is to leave soon for the North
w(•s t · in an e fl'ort to find a better 
dimntC' for the physicnl well being 
of tht• child's mother, Sis ter Caroline 
Brannon. It is hoped that all who 
read t·his will hold her up before the 
Lord in pravf'r, that she may be 
!;parcel lll rear, with hN husband, in 
our Lord the ir f'Our young children, 
of whom Peggy Sue i~ tho <:l(lf's t. 

Other rrct•nt new births are: Rich
nrd Pippin, ~ tar 22, and on May 19, 
his brother floy, nnd with him Greg
ory Scott Simmons, Rnnnio Lee Don
nellv, John vVnllnce Lesche, nnd on 
:\fray 2, Rebecca Legge. 

Thr cclohration on June 9 of tho 
50th nnnivt' r!iLlry of t·ho wecfdin~ of 
a Portl:u1d AvC'. couple left them over
whelmccl with a new sense of God's 
goodness throuJ.!h His pt•ople. Thev, 
with t·l~t•ir family, came to Louisvillo 
in Hlrl5 for tlw winter Rihl<• d:t~sos, 
then taught hr Bwthcr Boll. Roth 
in the church and in the Christian 
school they found such pure Bible 
teachinsx and sw.:h goocl fellowship 
that tlwv did not· return to their hnmc 
c:ity nftt>r tht• first winter ns oriAinallr 
intcndNI. In spite of rnuch trial and 
failun• on the pnrt of the family thnt 
would. in the eyes of less spiritual 
C hristi:ms, have rcnclcrcd them utter
ly unworthy of nll hle:;.~ ing (and in
dt•ed hut for thC' grace of Cod, thev 
were) hlessin)!s have continued 
through the years until the nbove 
mentioned ct>lehmtion took plncc. 

guest from Canada all contributed to 
the joy of the occasion. Not the 
least nmung them were somt• notes 
n11cl tok(•us fmm onr Jewish friends, 
a prized rt>membrnnce from n long
time friend in Califomin, i.o.,the min
iste r who married us fifty years ago, 
Bmthcr N. B. \\1right, and a brie f 
lt'ltN nf c:nngrntulations from Romano 
L. 1\lazzoli, House of flepresentativcs, 
Washington, D.C. There were friends 
from associated churches also. Many 
thanks and Cod bless you to all. 

Yours in that lllcssc·d Hope, Pnul 
nncl Mmy Knecht. 

IlcJU')' \' illc, Incl.: Good reports 
h:wc come from I lenrvvillc of ten 
uew hirths. ~ames hrtvc not been 
T('Cl·ivcd Y<~t. 

l'OHTLAND ClffifSTIAN SCHOOL 

PCHS dos(•d the cclebrntion of it~ 
flftit'th yenr with tho grnduntion of 
tlw 46th class of st'niors on June 3, 
l!J74. It hns been n good fifty years 
of service and teaching to the glory 
of the Lord; fifty years of toil and 
prar<~ r and consecration of i.ts godly 
teache rs. Noue can know until tho 
Lord ccmws, the fnr-rcnching results 
of that ml'nger beginning of faith in 
the little old building (now a study
hall ) that housed tho scl10ol fM some 
lime. 13t·furc tJu1t it hnd heen t11c 
rcsiclcnt•t't' of some of the fa ithful 
widows of the L'Ongregation. Tht) 
motto of the school comes to mind 
lwre: "'What hath God wrought!" 

One nf Portland's ministers, Bro. 
C. V .. Wilson, is in 11 meeting nt Llw 
Eastv~ew church, jun(• 9-16. 

Hangcland Church, Louisville, Ky.: 
r\mong thosl' listcninj.! to ''\.Vord~ of 
Lifl'" last Sunday night wns Wm. 

vVords nrc inadeqnntr to exprrss Jncnhs. II was his first time. i\s ho 
tho dcC'p apprt·<:iation In Cod, not lislcued tn Bm. Boyd present the si~-
only for each other and the children nifieane:c ns per the 6th chapter of 
Tic had given them, and the ir chi!- Homans. he came under deep con-
drcm, but for the e loso-kuit family of victinn, nucl concluded thnt even 
C:nd aiiCI this snrpnssin~-t mnnifestntion though iu early life he hnd made n 
elf its love and rccognitiou. Fclicita- n•li!!ious <·n nllllitnwnt, he hnd never 
lions from far and wid<' in the States really h<·t·nme "obedient from the 
and from part~ of Europe and one hrnrt to that form of teaching" to 
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which he had been delivered. He 
called Bro. Boyd Monday morning, 
and asked for an appointment just as 
soon as possible. He met with Bro. 
Boyd at 11 a.m., and at the noon 
hour he went down into the grave of 
water, and was baptized into Christ. 

Highview, Ky. Church of Christ: 
Our business meeting decided to 

raise $1000 by July 1, for S.C.C., to 
help with the teachers" hack-pay. We 
also note that three teachers are pres
ently needed at S.C.C.; Physical Sci
ence (including Chemistry), Biology, 
and English. Anyone interested can 
l'Ontact S. C. C. 

Louisville Christian Fellowship Week 
August 12-16, 1974 

Theme: The Family: God's Basic Unit 
"'. . . Set thy house in order . ." 

Special parb of the program fur this 
year's Annual Christian Fellowship 
Week will be a special Youth Program 
nightly at Sellersburg, Tuesday thru 
Friday, 7-8 o'clock, with Bro. Antoine 
Valdetero. Also daily workshops 
from 1:30 to 3:30 will he held at 
Portland, for both young people and 
adults. This is in addition to the 
regular speaking schedule and Bible 
exposition. 

Highland Church~ Louisville, Ky.: 
Jerry Lyon has been transferred to 

the district office of Firestone in Cin
cinnati, where he begins work Im
mediately. Since Su1.anne will be in 

school here until he middle of August, 
he will be home on weekends. They 
will be greatly missed in he work here. 

Memorial Fund for Dr. Bailey 
A memorial fund hns been started, 

honoring the late Dr. Edwin B. Bai
ley, who was a practicing physician 
in Linton, Ind. for more than thirty 
years. The fund will he used to pro
vide a picture of him to put In the 
new Greene County General Hospital 
in Linton, to which Dr. Bailey con
tributed so much in research, work 
and development. Mrs. Helen Yount, 
129 East Vincennes St., Linton, Ind., 
Is receiving these funds. 

Willis H. Allen Dl 
About June 3 Willis Allen was hos

pitalized with a light heart attack. 
We understand that he is home a
gain and doing well. However, he 
is having to curtail some of hi.~ ac
tivities, including the writing of the 
W&W Lesson Quarterly. His address 
is 261 N.W. 46th Avenue, Miami, Fla. 
33126. 

Quarterly Cost UP 
Our volunteer office workers, Mil

dred and Edith Laic, have discovered 
that we're losing a considerable sum 
of money every time we print an is
sue of the W&W Lesson Quarterly. 
That calls for an increase in price 
of 5c per copy. Other quarterlies, 
we note, still cost over 50% more 
than our new price of 30c. 

IS IT ESSENTIAL? 
A question often raised by those who oppose the teaching of 

prophetic truths is: "Are these things essential to salvation?" The 
implication is that if a thing is not directly essential to salvation 
it is to be shunned. There seems to be little concept of getting 
beyond the "milk stage" of Christian growth. 

There are some kindred souls to these. They nrc ready to raise 
the question about Sunday night church attendance: "Is it essential 
to salvation?" One cannot reply with n simple "Yes," for there are 
too many other considerations. But a 'No" would be equally 
misleading. It is no doubt true that many souls have been kept 
in the faith because of the spiritual help they received from Sun
day night services. For them it was essential. But if not, is there 
no desire for more rapid maturity, no concern for the church's testi
mony before the world, no love of the Lord's presence, no concept 
of going beyond what is essential in the barest sense? 

"Is it essential?" is the language of the hireling and the shirker. 
"Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do?" is the language of the 
one in love with our Lord. -Carl Kitzmiller 
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THE ANNUAL JULY VACATION--

Family Week 
Woodland Bible Camp, Linton, Indiana 

JULY 14th thru JULY 20th 
PLANNERS, Alvin and Rachel Price Elbert and Naomi Blansett 

For Reservations, write to: 

4907 Wabash Place 
Louisville, Kentucky 40214 
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Word and Work Lesson Quarterly 
Now Priced at 30 Cents Each 

The Word and Work Lesson Quarterly follows the outline 
of the International Sunday School Lessons, on which most 
Sunday school literature is based. 


