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There/ s No Place Like Home 
Alex V. Wilson 

I remember a large billboard that someone put up in Manila. In 
bold letters it proclaimed, "NO OTHEH SUCCESS CAN ~lAKE UP 
FOH fAILURE I N THE HOME." Verily, verily I say unto thee, 
family life is of cmcial importance. For the country. For the com
munity. For the local church. 

L'll share jusl one example to back up that obvious claim. Studies ...l 

show that if both parents attend church regularly, 72% of their 
::hildren remain commited to the church upon reaching adulthood. If 
ouly the father attends regularly, 55% of the children remain faithful 
to the church ( 17% become dropouts due to mom's example). If 
only tlle motlter attends regularly, just 15% of the children remain 
faithful later on ( meanil1g that 57% fall away due to dad's negli-
gence!). And if neither parent attends regularly, only 6 o/o remai11 
involved in church. 

Two observatjons on those statistics. First, notice the huge 
il1fluence of fathers- far more than moms'. D ads, the buck stops with 
us; we can't push the responsibility for our family's spiritual welfare 
off on om wives. Second, those sl'lltistics relate mainly to church 
attendance. But important as that is, it is only the start of our spiritual 
duties, not the end. Read Carl KitzmiJler's article about that, in this 
iss~uc. 

Listen to u solemn warning issued sevet-al years ago by William 
~fcHac, a godly Bible teacher. 

In London, Ontario, where 1 ministered for eight years, tl~ere is a 
Church of Satan. Two years ago, at tho provincial conference of the 
Satanists the London church was honored for its dislin~1ishcd achievements. 
Thal vcar, the S11tnnists lhad prayed to Satan for the el!rnination of a select 
list ot London's cvun~elical leaders from the Christian ministry through 
immorality or marriage and famil y hreakdow11Sl In one year, they succeeded 
in seeing li\'C of our 6ne~-t, llvc on their list, forcetl to lca,·e tl1e ministry( 
What a victory for Satan tlult was. 

Never in my life have I st•usetl the n:ulity of our spiritual warfare as 
<luring these last two }'enrs. ·rho enemy has brought out his most clesb·uc-
livc weapOns and leveled them directly at marriage and families, Cod's style. 

Our rounlry, churches and homes are de,•astated by tli\•orce, homosexuality, 
abortion, t:ommonlaw union~, suicide, wifc·hcating, child abuse, runaway 
tt•eungers, etc., pueh hcarin,l! the tradcn1ark of lhe Evil One. 

War hns bL:en d ceiMcd. All around us, scores are falling like flies. 
To fight hack with carnal weapons is to invito Ot'feat. It is a spiritual battle. 
1t dt•mnnds spiritual weapOn~. 

~ l ay Cod usc this issue to strcngth('u om homes. 
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THEME: 
Singleness, Courtship, and Marriage 

THE GIFT NOBODY WANTS 
A PERSPECTIVE ON SINGLENESS 

Paul Friesen 

The apostle Paul calls both singleness and marriage gifts from 
God (1 Cor. 7:7). Few of us would question his reasoning concerning 
the marriage part. But when faced with the teaching of singleness as 
a gift, many of us would rather quote Paul when he says, "ft is more 
blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). Singleness is one gift 
many of us would gladly give away! 

As a single person, I have found much freedom in the reality of 
this gift. If we could really believe and grasp the truth that single
ness is a gift, the Christian community woula change dramatically. 

A gift is only as good as the giver. The better the giver knows 
you, the more likely he is to give you a gift that is just right for you. 
I remember countless birthdays when I opened a package to find a 
book-many of those books are still unreao. The giver meant well, 
but for a young boy growing up on a swine farm, A Chinese Garden of 
Serenity was not where it was at! Those were great gifts-for some
one else. If a giver does not know you well, your gift will likely not 
be right for you. 

But God always knows what is best for us. God know us better 
than we know ourselves (Ps. 139:13-16). He wants to give us good 
gifts much more than our earthy friends or relatives do (Mt. 7:11). 
God wants what is best for his children, not what is just O.K. 

The essence of a gift is that it is given, not earned. God gives 
gifts; we receive them. 

If we believe this, then there is no place for scheming, planning, 
tricking or deceiving to "get" a mate. If marriage is a gift from God, 
it is given when He sees fit. 

lleavenly Parachute 
When I was in college and not dating, a married friend asked me, 

"What do you expect God to do-drop someone out of the sky?" My 
silence at that time would now he turned into a resounding YES! I do 
not mean by this that we walk with blinders on, but rather that we 
are not preoccupied with "mate hunting." \Ve must not spend our 
time, energr, and money going fmm church to church to "check out 
the singles.' Our decisions on what school to go to should not be 
based on the guy/girl ratio. Our campus fellowship should not he 
determined by the number and CJuality of "possible dates." 
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If marriage and singleness are gifts from God, we must make our 
decisions in light of his clear will for our life. I must live my life as 
a single in obedience to the Lord and trust my future to him in all 
aspects. As I neared college graduation, I started thinking about my 
future. I was twenty-one and single. At that time the military looked 
like a definite pa1t of my future, and then I wanted to go on to 
seminary. I thought of how old I would be when I got out of semin
ary and decided that I would be too old to get married. Suddenly 
it struck me that I was planning my future around marriage. 

We must live a day at a time. Don't plan your whole life for 
marriage-marriage may never come. How freeing this has been for 
mel I can now move from one situation to the next without worry 
of whom I am leaving behind or whom I won't meet or how hru·d 
traveling is on establishing relationships. We must live each day 
fully as singles-and as singles we can live fully. t 

Com1Jlete and Single 
Many times the Christian and secular societies tell us that as , 

singles, we arc not complete. Our well-meaning married f1iends speak 
of their "better half." Docs .this mean if we have not fomtd our ·'better 
half' we arc "worse halves on the loose"? Scripture says two become 
one- not two halves become one. We must reject any teaching that 
speaks of singles as half-peOJ>le. Remember that two very mature and 
complete people, Paul and jesus, were both singles. 

Things such as parental pressme to start dating ("How else will 
you find a mate?") and seminars on "How to find, catch and keep your 
mate" push us toward marriage as our goal in life. If as much time 
were spent on pursuing godliness as is spent on pursuing marriage and 
dreaming about it, we would be much healthier people. I hurt when 
I talk to students who have well-meaning parents pressuring them to 
date. I get angry when I sec parents planning how to get Susie 
and John together. 

I reflect upon the last few years of my life with thankfulness to 
parents who never encouraged me to be anything but godly. My 
ministry has been full as a single; my mind has been free to 
pursue God's lead. How freeing it is to be encouraged to serve the 
Lord first and tmst Him for my mate (Mt. 6:33). 

Marrillge Is No Miracle 
As we feel pressure to get married, we often Jose sight of the 

realities of marriage. It is easy to sec marriage a.~ a cure-all for the 
«disease of singleness." It has been m,r painful experience to watch 
a number of my friends get married to 'end loneliness," "cure lust," or 
"find security." These people found that marrige was no miracle. 
They still were lonely, lustful and insecure after they were married. 

This is why pressure to be married is so harmful. If we arc told 
we arc not complete unless we arc married, then, by George, we')) 
get married (and anyone can). The goal-marriage-is reached, but 
we are stiJl the same hurting people. 

The pressure to get married often causes us to use unrighteous 
means to achieve marriage (this is never God's will) m· to settle fm· 
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tl mate instead of God's mate. We must not settle for second best. 
God's mate will be not onl.x a Christian but a growing, godly man or 
woman, not simply nominally a Christian and available. It may be 
we will remain single for a number of years because "there are no 
godly mates." 

Some of the most godly women I know are single, not because 
they've never been asked, but because they haven't met a partner who 
is truly godly and right for them. 

God's will is first that we be godly people (1 Thess. 4), not first 
married. "The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjor, Him for
ever." It isn't "to get married and enjoy marriage forever.' 

Time Will Tell 
A straightedged razor is a great gift for a twenty-one-year-old but 

an inappropriate gift for a five-year-old. The gift is good; the timing 
is wrong. This is tme also with God's gifts. We often get ourselves in 
trouble 1Jecaus we sneak in and take the gift before we are ready to 
use it responsibly. 

Lest I sound antimarriage, let me quickly c1arify. I am for mar
riage. I am sick of divorce, poor marriages and Christians not serving 
our Lord because of mate hunting. We often blame the institution of 
marriage for the problems. The institution is still good. It is the 
people, the timing that are giving marriage a bad name. Let us 
relax and let God give gifts in his good time. Let us not determine 
that age twentr·threc is the right time to get married and dec1are, 
"Before the bel tolls on my twenty-fourth birthday, I will be married." 

For some, singleness will be a lifelong state. The principles arc 
the same here as for those who eventually get married. We live our 
lives, plan our lives, enjoy our lives as singles. The only difference is 
that for some this is a life-long lifestyle, for others a temporary one. 

If you are single, consider the following things: 
1. We all have social needs. It should not be necessary for singles 

to go outo;idc the Christian community to have these needs met. As 
Christian brothers and sisters, we can be creative in meeting eacJ1 
other's social needs-in groups or one-to-one dating. Let us enjoy each 
other without huge pressures upon us. 

2. Character is what marriages are built upon. Marriages do not 
fall apart because of burnt eggs and poor plumbing. Marriages break 
down because of such things as selfishness and lack of communication. 
Let us build these godly character traits in our lives while single. God 
doesn't have two standards-one for marriage and one for singleness. 
All of us are to reflect His image. 

3. God is concerned about single people. He knows what it is to 
be alone. I believe a lot of the teaching to widows (Jas. 1:27; Is. 54) 
is also applicable to singles. God never intended for men and women 
,to be alone. We must make sure we are part of a fellowship of 
people concerned to see God's work in all our lives. 

Let us pray that we might live full, holy lives in whatever state 
God has called us-and thank the Lord. 

® 19RO. Hcpr!nted from IDS ~fagazine (now U ~fagazine) hy pt>rmission. 
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Giving Up Being A Christian? 
Helen Lee 

Hosemary was a total stranger, blue-eyed, petite and extremely 
worried, "What am I to do?" she asked me. ''I'm a Christian but my 
fiance is an atheist-and my vicar says he won't marry us in church." 
What did she hope for? A formula for converting her fiance, or for 
persuading the vtcar, or an encouragement to go to a register office? 

"I should say if you really intend to marry this chap," I replied, 
"you had better give up being a Christian, perhaps." Her jaw dropped 

"Hut I couldn't give up fieing a Christian." 
"Nonsense, it's the easiest thing in the world to give up. It's going 

on bein~ a Christian that's difficult. Just think what will happen if 
you don t." And I tried to paint for her the very practical conflict she 
was plunging into. 

Friends: this sceptical young man was in love with her, but he 
would not want to be bothered with her friends who held queer and 
embarrassing beliefs. She would gradually find herself surrounded 
by his circle only and her source of fellowship would dry up. Prayer: 
she would pray alone, for her husband but never with him. Sundays: ~ 
as the partner with a Christian duty to be unselfish, it would be she 
who would submit over the planning of Sundays. How could she 
"spoil his day" by going off to church when he wanted to have a day 
out? Chiklren: l1e might tolerate this funny wife of his believing 
"myths" but he would not want the children, his children, ''stuffed 
with unscientific mumbo-jumbo"! There would be radical disagree-
ment over what the childicn were to be taught about God, and prob-
ably over their whole upbringing. 

In fact in nearly every major issue of life they might discuss, 
the two would have a profoundly different point of view. Their deep
est loyalties would be divided. They might be united in body and 
mind, but in spirit they would have no common ground at all. I 
wanted her to face these things honestly before she Bnally committed 
herself to this man in marriage. 

"But I couldn't give up being a Christian," she whispered, round
eyed. 

"No," I said, "I couldn't either. But that's the position you face 
if you marry him." 

I never heard whether she did, though I have known enough 
girls, and young men, who have decided to go through with a "mixed 
marriage,' mi.xed in the matter of Christian belief, to have seen the 
frightening reality of what I tried to suggest to Rosemary. I faced 
her with an impossible decision to make, you think, when she was 
already engaged and deeply in love with her unbelieving fiancl-? 
I am afraid so. The decision could have been made clear-headedly 
before ever she let herself be closelv involved with him. 

Think twice before vou com~it yourself to someone with the 
opposite faith to your O\~n. Think of the witness and service and 
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Christian outreach of the home you migltt make. Think of the con
flict of soul for your unborn children. Head carefully 2 Corinthians, 
chapter 6, verses 14 and 15. And think again. 

* * * * * 
Communication, Not Confrontation 

Spats Can Make Us Bitter, or Better 

Anne Elver 

"Any prayer requests today?" I asked the women in the prayer 
group that I led. 

Betty's hand went up promptly. "Bill and I had an argument be
fore he left for work today. I made some cutting, angry remarks as 
he left the house. Please pray that I can controf my temJ?er better. 
I want to be a good witness for the Lord before Bill, and my ugly 
temper isn't a bit of help." 

Donna made a similar request. She asked us to pray that she 
would control her words better when she and Joe disagreed. I was 
pleased to see our church ladies so open and honest. They trusted 
one another enough to reveal their faUlts. 

"Donna and Betty, we will pray for you now, and we'll pray for 
you all this week," I encouraged. "I remember how bad I felt the 
last time my husband and I got into a spat," I added. (My husband 
pastors the church that the ladies in my prayer group attended.) 

Teressa, the only unmarried member of the group, turned toward 
me with a startled look on her face. She sat there looking more 
fidgety by the minute. 

"Teressa, is everything OK?" I asked. 
"Oh, I don't know." She hesitated. "I would be horrified if I 

thought Jeff and 'I would ever argue when we get married. We don't 
argue now, and I hope w~ don't start. I'm surprised yor1 have argu
ments with your hus6and. 

"Don't worry, dear," an elderly woman interrupted. "You will 
have marital spats and you will survive them. Anne is human, and 
two humans living together are bound to disagree. A pastor's wife is 
not immune to marital disagreements." 

I thought over Teressa's comments while driving home. I wished 
I could easily dismiss them as immature and idealistic, but I couldn't. 
Mrs. Lowry, the neir.;hbor who lived in the brick house behind my 
home, once told me, 'We've been married thirty-three years and never 
had a cross word." Mrs. Lowry's statement had always made me 
wonder whether she was telling the truth. 

A marriage without cross words may be possible if one partner 
completely stifles anx difference of opinion with the other. A union 
of two people who both possess an extraordinary measure of self
control might be free of cross words also. And spats are nonexistent 
if there is no communication. M)' grandparents were a good example 
of this. I never saw them quarrel, but they did not have many pleasant 
words, either. Their marriage wasn't an open, ongoing relationship. 
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Occasional spats, it seems to me, arc a small J>rice to pay for a 
growing relationship Lctween husband and wife. Consider what took 
place l:ietween Harry and me some vears ago. Our conversation went 
somethitt& like this: • 

"Don t forget, we arc taking the kids to the park this afternoon," 
I said as I washed the lunch dishes one weekend. 

"I can't go today. I promised Joe that I would help him mix 
cement and patch his driveway. I'm leaving in a few minutes," he 
answered. 

I bristled. "Well-" putting as much sarcasm as I could into my 
voice-"it's a good thing I didn't tell the kids we were going to the 
park. All you want to do on your da¥ off is putter around with om 
church members. Go on over to .Joe s and don't worry about your 
famil>,• one little bit." 

·What's eating you? I didn't know of any plans to go to the ., 
park today. We said that sometime in the next few weeks we would 
go. Joe needs help today, and we can take the kids to the park any-
time. I wish you would tell me what you want for once. You never 
do," he snapped. 

"That's just like a man," I retorted, getting angrier yet. I left the 
kitchen, went to the living; room, and sat down on the sofa, pouting. 

Harry followed. 'Tm sorry I answered you harshly," he said, 
taking my hands as he sat down beside me. "Will you forgive me?" 

·we made up, then calmly worked out a compromise on our eon-
8ict. Harry helped Joe that afternoon, and we took the kids to the 
park 1\-londay aftcmoon. 

Does our quarrel sound familiar? Minor misunderstandings
the kind that happen every day-can lead to squabbles like the one 
just described. And pastor's marriages seem especially vulnerable. 
But take heart. Minor arguments are not a disaster when you handle 
them well. My pastor-husband and I have leamed some tips that keep 
the peace or restore it quickly. 

l. Communicate as completely as possible to prevent misrmcler
stanclings that may lead to quarrels. The spat I just described oc
curred because of a lack of communication. Several days earlier we 
had talked about visiting the park. I had suggested that we go 
Saturday aftemoon, and Harry's answer was "Maybe we can." 

I assumed that Harry meant yes, while he assumed that we were 
both trying to think of a convenient time for us to go. Neither of us 
knew the other's assumption. 

Arguments are spawned when we don't communicate thoroughly. 
Now we often say, "Please explain what you mean." It prevents many 
communication hmakdowns that may lead to unnecessary quarrels. 

2. Restrict !JOUr comments to the sub;ect at hancl. Notice that 
I brought up Harry's hclpmg others in our heated exchange. This 
led quickly to our arguing. 1\-ly brin~ing up something unrelated to 
visiting the park added fuel to the anger already smoldering. 

My friend Sally knows how important it is to keep one's com
ments on the subject. She says, "When I first came to the Lord, I 
resented my husband's being an unbeliever. I lost no opportunity to 
remind him that I was different. I interjected my relationship to the 
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Lord into arguments on totally unrelated matters. We quarreled a 
lot in those days. 

"Then the Lord led me to sec that I had to make a deliberate 
effort to stop what I was doing. My husband still isn't a believer, but 
1 don't throw it in his face anymore. I mention my life as a Christian 
only if he asks about it or if it is relevant to what we arc discussing. 
This prevents a lot of arguments. I wish I had learned tl:tis principle 
a lot sooner." 

Bringing up a subject other than the one at hand is useless. 
When we focus our discussion on our disagreements, we get them 
settled more quickly. 

3. Beware lest your disagreements degenerate into sessions in 
which you vent your emotions in destructive ways. After Harry and I 
argued about going to the park we had to ask the Lord's forgiveness. 
The Lord then showed me that part of my problem was that I liked 
to maintain contwl over our activities on Saturdays, since Sundays are 
so busy for our family. Harry's plans that day didn't allow me to do 
this, and I got an~y. Before I spoke I should have taken a few mo· 
ments to analyze why I felt angry. 

Emotionally charged words seldom edify, and they do have the 
power to hurt. If we can, Harry and I now let a discussion wait until 
our emotions have cooled. 

4. Speak only the truth. Notice that Hany and 1 used words 
that arc absolutes. I said tl1at all he wanted to do on his day off was 
to putter around with someone else; he accused me of never telling 
him what 1 wanted. Neither statement was true. Words like never 
and absolutely arouse defensiveness in others. 

5. Don't attack your rartner's character. Dmma backed her car 
into a fence one day, and the bent fender upset her husband, Bill. He 
lashed out, "You are a careless person. Why can't you be careful?" 
Donna defended herself, and they quarreled. 

Bill would have been less likely to provoke an argument if he had 
concentrated on what haprened rather than on his wife's character. 
Bill isn't unusual, for we often make statements in anger that tear at 
a person's primary qualities. Harry and I try to dear only with the 
issue when one of us is urset-not with each other's character. 

6. Remember, marita spats can polish your character. The day 
we had the quarrel I described, I asked the Lord to show me why I 
had acted so petulantly. He showed me that I had a tendency to try 
to maintain control over our Saturday activities and that 1 tl'ied to 
manipulate the family into conforming to my wishes. I thanked the 
Lord for showing me my manipulative nature. Then I asked Him 
to cleanse me of that tendency, and I le has given me victory over it. 

?o.fy marriage to an imperfect man opened new areas of my per
sonality for the Lord's refining fire to purge. This is part of my heav
enly Father's design. Even Jesus lived in a human family with the 
little areas of friction that such a situation involves. This knowledge 
prevents me from taking marital spats too seriously and helps me ac
cept whatever is necessary for the development of my character. 

The couple who learns to handle disagreements wisely needs 
not fear them m· avoid them. Carefully managed disagreements ofl'er 
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a possibility for spiritual growth in both partners. And the more 
growth a couple shares, the stronger their marital union is. 

A pastor's healthy marriage is a testimony to his congregation that 
the gospel he preaches works. A pastor and spouse who learn to 
handle iliffcrences of opinion wisely are blessed. An occasional spat 
is a small price to pay for an honest, open marriage. 

-from MINISTRY, by permission. 

* * * * * 
HOW CAN A FATHER WIN? 

by Paul Lewis 

"Am I going to succeed as a Dad?" I have to ask that question 
when I thin'K of the peer pressure, poor media values and widespread 
family failures influencing my children. And I have to wonder 
whether my children are really going to turn out right. 

I'm convinced, however, that b)' applying two sim~le principles, 
you and I as dads will discover that the rest of fathering follows rather 
naturally. 

PLAY WITH THEM 
One of the most convicting cartoons I've seen pictures a young 

boy with baseball hat, bat and glove, standing next to his newspaper
reading father exclaiming, "Play with me, or trade mel" 

Tliink of what play-meaning any kind of pleasant interaction
accomplishes with your child: 

PlilrJ enhances self-esteem. It says, "I like you! You're important 
to me. You're fun!" Just watch the eyes of your ten-year-old brighten 
when you say, "Hey, Buddy, let's play!" Or note rour preschoolers sad 
expression when you brush off her request, "Dadily, will you play with 
me?" Play defuses the tendency for fathers to "exasperate" their chil
dren (Ephesians 6:4). 

Play builds bridges. Whether it involves a sport, "dolls," a hobby, 
or just unhurried, unguarded conversation, play builds bridges of 
mutual interests and experiences which often last a lifetime. Aren•t 
many of your own fondest memories the spontaneous times of wrest
ling with Dad on the floor or just acting sil~? 

Play al.so builds respect. When we don t play frequently with our 
kids, responses come tougher when we ask them to "ooey your parents 
in .the Lord" (Ephesians 6:1). Times of discipline or intimate talk 
both flow much more naturally after playing together, because mr 
child senses in the play my "loving heart" ... and I know my chila 
better. 

Dad, your life will be more balanced and fulJHied if you'll simply 
give priority to "playing" with your kids-ten minutes of "tag" befOre 
dinner: n bedtime cl1at over a bowl of popcorn; a funny joke at the 
breakfast table; even cleaning the attic or washing the car make great 
"play" if you simply remain a kid at heart yourself. 

But play alone won't guarantee n dacl s success. A smart father 
knows he must also pmy. 1 
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PRAY FOR THEM 
The battle for the souls of our children, Dad, is spiritual. After 

giving instructions on family relationships of all sorts (Ephesians 5:22-
ti:9 ), Paul makes it clear that "our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the ... spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms" (6:12). Look at what a father's prayers accomElish: 

Prayer keeps me dependent upon God. At times there's no more 
baffling job than being a dad. Was I too strict or too easy? Were my 
words loving enoughi' Can I be forgiven for my temper? Will I 
someday regret how much time I now give to my job? 

Prayer guarantees that I am seeing my fathering role for what it 
really is: a spiritual calling. And prayer confirms that I'm seeking 
Gods power and the wisdom in His Word to overcome my weaknesses. 

Prayer sets the stage for succes~jul living. When the Apostle 
Paul told us to "Pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17) he was 
showing us that prayer creates a bacl<drop for everyday Christian liv
ing. As we daily talk about God, my wife, my children and I see events 
ana probl~;ms more consistently from His perspective. The hurtful 
actions of a friend or neighbor kid are recogt1ized for what they really 
are-evidence of a need for Jesus. A spiritual project results instead of 
a broken relationship. 

Prayer protects my children. I'm not there in my daughter's 
classroom to cowtter a false value or to contradict a damaging remark 
on the playground. I can't monitor every billboard, magazine or com
mercia[ which h1gs at my son's sexual passions. I have to trust God 
to guard my children's minds and emotions from being captured by 
the Adversary. I must pray, as Paul did for his "spiritual' children, 
that they "may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless until the day of Christ" (Philippians 1:10). I can't afford 
to lose this battle. 

Prayer provides for my children. Sam was a young Christian 
whose hunger for spiritual growth was evidenced by the notes an~ 
remarks he wrote in the margins of his Bible. So he felt he had lost 
a part of himself when he discovered his Bible was missing after a 
camping trip in Oregon. 

li'ive years later, Sam was moving a box of books for the parents 
of a Christian young lady he was seriously dating, when a book tum
bled out of the box and Hipped over onto the floor. The1·e lay Sam's 
long-lost Bible! 

While camping years earlier, the girl's family had found the Bible 
with no identification but "Sam" on the cover. Impressed with the 
spiritual insights reflected in the marginal notes, the parents' prayer 
since then had been, "God, please send a man to marry our daughter 
who loves you like 'Sam'." Dad, your prayers will provide what your 
children need! 

All rlay and no pray builds a fun relationship but without depth 
and backbone. All pray and no J>lny leads to bitterness and rejection 
of the father and God by the c tild. Play and pray together make 
a winning combination when practiced daily in balanced-doses. 

Whethm· you arc a new dad or one with older children, "play and 
pray" may be the most important "work" yon or I will ever do. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE HOME 
Carl Kitzmiller 

"1 always sec to it that my children arc taken to Sunday School 
if they want to go." That's the standard adopted by many parents for 
the discharge of their responsibility to nurture their cllildren in 
the chastening and admonition of the Lord. 

Of course that is a good bit better than the old song and dance 
routine which says: "It is our only day to sleep late;" .. I didn't get 
them up; thev watched a late movie;" "We went to the lake;" "I have 
not been feefing well;" etc., etc. Clearly it is better to see that chil
dren are taken to Sunday School and church than not to get them there 
at all. 

Then there's the family wltich goes to Sunday School and church 
services a'i a family-regularly! This is still better. Much better! 
In fact, it is so much better than cithet· of the above situations 
that there is a danger we may sec it as the realization of the ideal. 
It is not. For too long, perhaps, people have been under the im
pression that such a pattem of life is all that is needed. 

Don't misunderstand. We arc not knocking regular family at
tendance at the Bible classes and church services. We are sincerely 
convinced that ever).' Christian ought to miss only for the most valid of 
reasons. just don t be misled into thinking that such is the only 
religious training tltat is needed! The church has sometimes made 
the mistake of assuming the sole responsibility for children's religious 
training instead of teaching parents their responsibility for teaching 
and training in the home. The church has sometimes been blamed 
for failure that was really a home failure. God has put on parents
and on fathers in particular-the burden for spirihtal training of 
children. 

Below are some paragraphs taken from a newsletter issued by 
Standard Publishing Company, a publisher of religious literature: 

"The teacliing of the church can be completely nullified in a 
matter of moments by the influence of the home. Children spend 
more time at home than they do in all the activities pmgrammed 
by the church. They spend about 70 hours sleeping, about 67 
hours eating, playing and washing, and about 30 hours attending 
public school. Church teaching for ·an hour or two a week is not 
enouJ?;h to make an indelible impression on their minds. 

"The Christian training of children is first the reSJlOnsibility 
of the parents. No other agency can as effectively do the job. 
Concepts, attitudes, and convictions arc developed from everyday 
experiences more than from forty-five minutes a week in a class
room. The child's dependence on }larents for love, information 
regarding life, and physical and social development, causes him to 
look to parents for spiritual direction. The home must provide 
training, example, and environment that will lead the child into a 
saving relationship with the Savior. 

"Parents arc teachers. All kinds of parents are teachers, and 
they all teach religion. They may not know it, and they may not 
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like the responsibility, but by their altitudes and actions they do 
it. The question is not whether parents will teach lheir children 
1·eligion, but what kind of religion will they teach them? Will i t 
bo the savin~ message of Jesus Christ? Will it be indiflerence to 
the church?' 

-from Locust Street Laborer 

* * * * * 

Building BeHer Christian 
Families 

by Fred W . Schott 

ON THE OTHER HAND, DISCIPLINE 
Discipline yourself for the purpose of goclli1zess. I Timothy 4:7 

Paul told Timothy to discipline himself for a purpose. That 
purpose was godliness. In this simple exhortation are two important 
points for Christian parents, grandparents, teachers, and youth work
ers. Both points have to do with our "pm pose" in disciplining the 
children God has entrusted to us. 

Ask parents, "'Why do you want your children to mind you?" and 
you will get interesting answers. "Because I'm the parent. They 
are supJJOsed to miJlCl mel" is the most common ,answer. That's 
true. Children are supposed to mind their parents. Hut that docs 
not allSwer the question. Press the point and you'll hear things like, 
"So I can have some peace and quiet.'' "So I can get some help around 
the house." "So 1'11 be able to trust them somed-ay." "So I won't be 
embarrassed by t heir behavior." "So they'll learn right from wrong." 
Again, all of these things are true, at least in part. But, none of these 
answers our question. 

Let's ask the question another way. "What is your goal, your pur
pose, in disciplu1ing children?" Paul exhorted his "spiritual son" to 
discipline himself. That is our goal! We want to raise our children 
and d iscipline them in a way that will teach them self-discipline. 

Like Hannah, someday we are going to have to ''let go" of our 
children. Someday, sooner or later, we wiJJ no longer be able to 
discipline them. They w.ill be out of our control. That is the way 

f it should be. If we do not discirlline well when they arc young, 
they w ill not be able to d iscipline themselves when they are adults. 

The second goal is dependent on the first. It is even more im
por·tant. We hope om children will be self-disciplined not just so 
they will be what ~the world calls successful. As Christian parents, we 
hope our children will learn self-discipline for the purpose of "god li-
ness. 

,. 
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God has a purpose for their lives. He culled each child before 
time began-for a reason! He has important work for them to do. 
If they do not become self-disciplined adults, they will not be able 
to fulfill their God-ordained destinies. 

When faced with either typical child-like ines\lonsibility or with 
blatant defiance, the question is, "How can I hand e this situation in 
a way that helps me teach my children to be responsible for his or her 
behavior?" These 9.uestions take discipline well beyond "Quit that!" 
"Shut up!" "Quieti "If you don't .. ," "I'm warning you ... " 

Again, we arc talking about self-discipline. I cannot conclude 
this discussion without making one more point. The biggest dis
cipline problems facing us today have little to do with the way our 
cliildren behave. Our biggest problems are with our own behavior. 
One of the biggest problems facing children, families, churches, and 
schools is that so many of us adults have no self-discipline. It's im
possible for us to effectively discipline our children when we have not 
ilisciplined ourselves for the purpose of godliness. Our most precious 
God-given res~nsibility and privilege is the rearing and teaching of 
our children. It's a sacred tmst possible to fulfill only through dis-
cipline-self-discipline. · 

What Non-Christians Ask 
(Conclusion) 

by Paul Little 

SCIENCE AND MIRACLES 
Another frequent question involves the problem of miracles and 

the reality of the supernatural. Here it is important to ~et at the root 
premise of the question and not become bogged down m detail. 

In other words, if someone asks you how it was possible for Jesus 
Christ to feed five thousand people from Sve loaves and two fish, it 
is useless to discuss the details of that particular incident. Underlying 
the whole matter lies the question: "Does an all-powerful God exist?" 
If such a God exists, miracles arc no problem intellectually. In fact, 
they might be e:\:pected. If God created the universe and the ordinary 
laws of the universe, He is capable of transcending them. 

One time a Japanese friend of mine who was discussing Jesus 
Christ said, "I finn it impossible to believe that a man could become 
God." This helped me see his problem and I replied, "Neither could 
I believe that-but I can believe that God could become man." He 
saw it in a flash, and a week later became a Christian. 

Various arguments give clues to the existence of God: the design 
in the universe indicates a designer; the existence of personalities sug
gests a Greater Personality (since no effect is greater than its cause); 
etc. But the greatest evidence that God exists is that He Himself 
lived on this planet in the person of Jesus Christ. The other ideas may 
give some hints, but can perhaps be refuted. The presence of Jesus 
Christ in history, however, removes all doubt, and confirms God's ex
istence. Before a person can dismiss the idea of God, he must ade
quately explain Jesus Christ: who He is and what lie did . 
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At this point it is important to see the fallacy of the frequent 
statement, "If you could prove God in a test tube for me, I would be
lieve." This is nonsense, because it suggests that one approach, com
monly called "the scientific method," is the only measure of reality. 
Actually many areas of reality cannot be measmed or weighed. Who 
has ever seen a pow1d of justice or three feet of love, yet who would 
deny their reality? 

Further, basic to the scientific method is the aspect of repeatability. 
History is inherently non-repeatable, and therefore outside the scope 
of the scientific method for verification. No one will ever repeat 
NaEoleon. But because he cannot be submitted to the scientific 
method doesn't mean that he wasn't real. 

There is however a science of history; and as we take its his
torical method and apply it to the life and death of Jesus Christ, we 
find an enormous amount of evidence to demonstrate His realit}'· 
Therefore, we must understand clearly the limitations of the test-tube 
type of scientific method and not be thrown off by this apparently tell
ing question. 

Miracles by C. S. Lewis deals with this in some detail, as does 
Inter-Varsity's Jlooklet, Is Christianity Credible? This material should 
be thought through by each Christian. 

THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF THE BIBLE 
A fifth question relates to the reliability of the Scripture: "How do 

xou reconcile faith with the fact that the Bible is full of errors?" or 
'Hasn't evolution shown that the Bible is unreliable?" 

Since there is a great deal of vague thinking about errors in the 
Bible, it is good to ask the questioner what errors he has in mind. 
Often there are none and it is evident that he hasn't even read the 
Bible. {It would then be quite appropriate to suggest that he do so). 

The Christian should also master certain books that deal with the 
reliability of the Scriptures. Are the New Testament Documents Re
liable? by F. F. Bruce {Inter-Varsity Press) contains some helpful 
chapters. Another good book for exhaustive reference is Some Al
leged Discrepancies in the Bible by John Haley. This is a pretty com
plete reference book. 

The question of evolution is a thorny one. However, since evolu
tion isn't the basic issue, it shouldn't be discussed as though it were. 
Basically the problem is philosophical. Did God create the universe 
or didn't He? How He did it is secondary. Theories such as evolu
tion can often be treated as descriptions and not explanations. It 
seems fairly well agreed that God created some basic kinds of life 
and that there has Jleen wide variation within them. 

{It is also important to point out that the Bible doesn't have any 
set chronology. The dates tnat appear in the margin of some editions 
are not part of the original text.) 

The word evolution means different things to different people. If 
it is used to deny the reality of God as creator, and to suggest a com
pletely naturalistic explanation of the universe, then its pliUosophical 
presupposition must be dealt with. Othenvise it's a secondary issue. 
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The booklet Evolution (Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay St., Toronto, 
Ontario) has helpful information on this. 

Remember that a person's salvation doesn't depend on his view 
of evolution but on whether he has ever personally received Jesus 
Christ. Jesus Christ should be made the issue. 

The reliability of the New Testament from the historical point of 
view is more easily established. Modern archaeology has repeatedly 
confirmed Biblical history. Books by William H. Hamsay and Fred
eric Kenyon give some evidence. as well as the one by F. F. Bruce 
mentioned above. Recently a leading Jewish archaeologist, Dr. Nelson 
Glueck, said, "It can be categorically stated that no archaeological dis
covery has ever controverted a biblical reference" (Rivers in the 
Desert, Jewish Publishing Society, p. 31 ). 

Helpful books on the general subject of the inspiration of the 
Scripture arc Fundamentalism and the Word of God by J. I. Packer 
(available from Inter-Varsity) and The Christian View of Science and 
Scripture by Bernard Hamm ( Ecrdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids). Sec also Revelation aml the Bible, edited by Cm·l F. II. 
Henry (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids). 

I'M GOOD ENOUGH 
The final question is this: "Isn't a good life sufficient to enable a 

rcrson to enter l1caven? If a man has lived a good moral life and done 
the best he can to qualify for the presence of God, why must he re
ceive Jesus Christ?" 

Such a question displays a low view of the holiness of God and a 
high, unrealistic view of the moral goodness of man. God's holiness 
is infinite, while no man has ever been perfect in his actions, let alone 
in his thoughts and motivations. 

As an i11ustration of the necessity of receiving Jesus Cluist, I 
often usc the possibility of swimming to Hawaii. Let us think of 
Hawaii as Gods absolute standard of holiness which we must reach 
in our own strength if on the basis of our own lives we arc to come 
into the presence of God. 

Suppose now that every person who ever lived were lined up on 
the shore of California. Let's say that those who have lived a very 
good moral life could swim fifty miles out into the ocean; those who 
have lived an average life, three or four miles out; and those wl1o are 
moral dcrclccts merely flounder in the surf a hundred yards off shore. 

Comparing man with man, the difference between the morally 
upright man who is able to swim fifty miles, and the dcrelect in the 
surf is enormous. But with reference to the goal of swimming t(J 
Hawaii, both have one thing in common. Neither comes near Hawaii. 

So it is in the moral realm. Individuals differ greatly in terms of 
their own moral life. But with reference to God's absolute holy 
standard they are on the same footing. Each one must be taken by 
Jesus Christ and His righteousness to the goal of God's perfection if 
he is going to enter into the the presence of God. 

Tl1ese are just a few of the r1uestions that most frequently arise 
in the minds of non-Christians. Once a person has thought them 
through in his own mind, it is not so likely that he will be caught of[ 
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guard by non-Christians' questions. 
And when a question comes up which he cannot answer, the 

Christian should begin to look for an answer. He shouldn't be dis
couraged even if the first ten people he asks don't have the answer. 
The fact that he and his immediate friends don't have it doesn't mean 
that no answer is possible. Nor is it primarily a matter of intellectual 
ability or inability, since brilliant men who are Christians are in most 
fields of study. 

Hemember too that a non-Christian's failure to accept an answer 
doesn't necessarily render that answer invalid. A person who is un
willing to believe won't accept anything as evidence. Many intelligent 
people don't believe for tlie same reason that many unintelligent 
people don't believe: they arc unwilling to accept the inevitable 
change that Jesus Christ will require in their lives. 

Yet if God begins to soften hearts, answers to these questions can 
be of immense help. 

EARLY RESTORATION LEADERS 

Isaac Errett 
Sylvia Root Tester 

If Isaac Errett lived today, we'd call him a workaholic. He was a 
minister, an editor, a writer, a traveling evangelist. His life spanned 
much of the nineteenth centurv. lie was involved in most of the de
velopments in the restoration" movement and held many important 
posts in brotherhood groups. 

Errett's phenomenal energy first showed itself while Errett was 
a child. His father, Henry Errett, died when Isaac was five years old. 
His mother opened a boardinghouse in order to keep her seven chil
dren in food and clothing. The children cooperated with her fairly 
well, except in one area. They went to bed quite willingly, bedding 
down quietly and without fuss. But when Mrs. Errett had gone back 
to her work, the ho>·s let themselves out the window and down to the 
street in search of adventure. Isaac was only five or six at the time, 
but he managed to tag along with his older brothers. 

EARLY FAITH 
Mrs. Errett remarried after a time, to a Scotsman named Robert 

Souter. Soon the family moved to a farm, where the children's excess 
energy could be spent in mom constmctivc ways. Errett remembered 
the time at the farm as being the best part of his childhood. 

vV11cn Errett was about twelve, Robert Souter and his brother-in
law decided to move their families west, to a little town called Saw 
Mill Run, about three miles out of Pittsbmgh. The1·c they set up a 
sawmill and a gristmill and grew crops of clover. All the boys were 
put to work on the farm and in the mill, which ended their schooling. 

The next year in the spring, Errett and his older brother Russell 
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decided to become Christians. They were baptized and joined a 
small congregation of Disciples in Pittsburgh. 

Errett was blessed to lie a member of this congregation, for it was 
located only forty miles from Bethany, where Alexander Campbell 
lived. During his teen years, Errett heard Campbell speak many times. 
Walter Scott also came to speak in Pittsburgh, as did other early 
Disciple leaders. 

A few years later, Errett began a job in a bookstore. The pro
prietor allowed him to read any books in the store when he wasn't 
busy. Errett began the process of educating himself. 

At seventeen Errett l:iound himself to a printer as an apprentice in 
order to learn the printin~ business. He soon became a master com
positor, reading and leammg as he set type. The company printed a 
weekly journal, The lntelligencer, and Errett began contributing prose 
and poetry. When the journal was sold to the printer, A. A. Anderson, 
he made Errett the editor. 

In 1839, at nineteen, Errett took a job as a teacher. He later said, 
"I had frequently to sit up late at night to keep ahead of my scholars 
in some branches I undertook to teaCh; but succeeded beyond my ex
pectation in advancing the scholars and giving satisfaction." 

So with a habit of reading widely, witli exposure to a great 
variety of information in the printing business, and with the necessity 
of keeping ahead of voracious students, Isaac Errett succeeded in 
giving bimself a remakably good education. (He also taught himself 
to be a fine and gifted writer, setting for himself a course of constant 
practice.) 

During these years Errett was attending church reJ!U}arly. The 
congregation was small, and in the manner common in that day, var
ious members of the church did the preaching. Time was allowed 
in most services for anyone to speak. Errett's occasional comments 
were always well received. He began to plan ahead what he might 
say. Encouragement continued. He was appointed secretary of the 
congregation and attended the weekly board meetings. Week after 
week he took notes on discussions about how to keep tl1e congregation 
going. Here he was educating himself. 

On April 21, 1839, Isaac Errett delivered what he called his "first 
discourse.' In January of the next year, the church's elders ordained 
him as an evangelist. That October Errett resigned his post as teach
er to become tlie minister of a new church in Pittsburgli. His course 
was set. He would be a minister and evangelist for tlie next twenty
five years. 

Errett married Harriet Reeder on October 18, 1841. He con
tinued his work in Pittsburgh, later in Ohio, and then in Michigan. 

EARLY ISSUES 
The issue of slavery was dividing the cOlmtry. Errett was against 

slavery, and in 1851 he preached a sermon against the Fugitive Slave 
Law, disagreeing publicly with some things Alexander Campbell had 
said. A gentle discussion followed in tlie pages of the Millennial 
HarlJinger. 

Errett developed a passion for missions early in his career and 
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worked for this cause thrm~hout his life. In Ohio a state missionary 
convention was held in 18o2, and in 1853 Errett became its corres
ponding secretary. He took on this voluminous work in addition to 
his duties as a minister and held the post for three years. Also in 1853, 
he published his first book. More books, articles, and tracts followed. 

In October of 1857, Errett was appointed corresponding secre
tary of the American Christian Missionary Society. During his tenure 
the question of slavery had to be dealt with again. This time Errett 
found himself alienating people who had applauded his earlier stand. 
A man named Pardee Butler apJllied to the society for support. But
ler was an ardent abolitionist and intended to crusade for abolition in 
Kansas. Errett wrote to him that the society was inclined to support 
him, but first needed some reassurances. The society, as an organiza
tion supported by churches in both North and South, could not sup
port Butler in a crusade for abolition; it could only support him as a 
Christian evangelist. The issue became bitter, and Errett found him
self attacked by the abolitionists. 

\'\1hen Abraham Lincoln ran for President, Errett voted for him. 
Then he was attacked by southern church members as well. 

Errett's situation was typical of the difficulties of the times. The 
country was coming closer and closer to war. People were getting 
more and more upset about the issues. The entire brotherhood might 
have split, as did many denominations, if it had been more organized. 
But since no one had the power to kick out anyone else, and since 
many leaders worked hard to maintain union, no split came. 

When at last the Civil War broke out, Isaac Errett made his posi
tion known as a strong Union supporter. He visited soldiers on the 
field and delivered impao;sioned sermons to them. He tried to secure 
a commission, but was unable to do so, although his brother enlisted, 
as did Isaac's son, James. 

Involvement in the Civil War among Disciples ran the gamut. 
Some, like James A. Garfield, were Union soldiers. Some, like Errett 
and Walter Scott, were Union supporters. Many, like Campbell and, 
in the south, David Lipscomb and J· W. McGarvey, were pacifists. 
Some were Confederate soldiers an supporters. Alexander Camp
bell's son was a Confederate soldier, as was Barton Stone's son. 

The war ended at last in 1865. Leaders among tl1e Disciples 
set about to heal wounds. Although leaders in both the South and 
North wished for reconciliation, bitterness ran deep. Even today 
traces of this sorrow remain. 

INFLUENTIAL JOURNAL 
In 1866 Isaac Errett and some friends and supporters began the 

Christian Standard. This journal became very influential in the 
brotl1erhood and remains so today. 

Alexander Campbell had been in failing health and died as Errett 
was preparing the first issue of Christian Standard. Five of the six 
columns of the first page of that issue were given to a tribute to 
Campbell. (Errett had been co-editor of the Millennial Harbinger 
under Campbel in 1861 and 1862.) 

The early years were trying indeed; the joumal lost money each 
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rear. At last Errett's backers gave up on the venture and gave it all 
to Errett to do with as he wished. Alliance College came up with an 
offer that temporarily saved the paper. The college had just built its 
first building and was scheduled to open in the fall. Its trustees 
asked Enctt to be president of the college, saying he could also 
publish the Christian Standard. Errett agreed. 

But Alliance College also had money difficulties. And trying to 
be a college president and an editor at the same time proved to be too 
much for Errett. In July of 1869, the last Alliance-sponsored issue 
was published. Errett believed that he would have to give up the 
paper. 

TI1en a Cincinnati publisher named R.W. Carroll stepped in. 
Carroll was a prominent book publisher and also a Quaker. He had 
published a number of Disciple works, on which he had made profits, 
and be liked the Disciples as a group. He offered to take over the 
business end of the journal and leave the editing to Errett. The 
Erretts moved to Cincinnati, and the first issue from Cincinnati came 
out soon after this. 

In this first year in Cincinnati, Errett ran excerpts from a new 
book, The Life of Elder ]oltn Smith. This book was very well written, 
and many people in the brotherhood still remembered Raccoon John 
Smith with great fondness. Christian Stanclarcl received many new 
subscribers, and the business was soon on a sound footing. 

During these years many questions of great importance to the 
brotherhood were discussed in the pages of Christian Standard. 
Whether there should be missionary societies and what form they 
should take, whether there should be instrumental music in worship 
'.lervices, whether ministers should be paid-these and other questions 
threatened to divide the brotherhood even though the Civil War had 
not. 

All of these issues came down to one basic question: exactly what 
is involved in restoring the Biblical pattern? Some felt that if a 
practice was not mentioned in the Bible, it must not be done. Others 
felt that what was mentioned must be done, but that freedom should 
prevail in all other areas. 

Isaac Errett fell into the lattet· group. He was in favor of mis
sionary societies and spent much effort in getting them started and 
keeping them going. He was president of the American Christian 
Missionary Society for nvo years, and president of the Foreign Chris· 
tian Missionary Society from its founding in 1875 until his death in 
1888. He lent his support when a group of women decided to begin 
the Women's Christian Missionary Society. While he himself did not 
like having an organ in worship services, he felt it was a matter of 
expediency, not of principle, and therefore should not be an issue. He 
had made his living as a minister and felt that ministers should be 
paid. 

Errett tangled with editors of other papers on these and other 
issues, and sometimes the exchanges became bitter. Both sides felt, 
at times, that they had been wronged. But even Errett's enemies 
acknowledged his ability. A later writet·, not at all sympathetic to 
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Errett, still said, "Errett displayed au elegance of style, and a power of 
diction that few could equal." 

SKILLED WRITING 
Errett's work appeared almost every week in the Christian Stand

ard for over twenty years. He also contributed to other magazines 
and wrote a number of books. What follows is a short sample of his 
work. 

In commenting on whether churches should practice open Com
munion, Errett called up the example of early reformers. He said 
there had always been a people of God, even when no one practiced 
immersion. He then wrote, 
At one and another trumpet call of reformation, multitudes came forth from 
Babylon .. , . they wrought great deeds for Cod ond for his Word. They talked 
much and suHered much for the name of Christ. We inl1crit the blessed fruits 

I of their labors. We follow them through the scenes of their superhuman toil, 
to the dungeon where they suffered, and to the stakes where they won the 
glories of mart}Tdom ... and as we embrace the chains the)' wore and take up the 
ashes from the altar-fires of spiritual freedom, wo ask not whether these lofty 
heroes of the church militant, to whom we owe our ... spiritual fret.odom, may 
commune with us-but rather, if we are at all worthy to commune with them! 

At the end of an article on the use of musical instntments in the 
worship service, Errett wrote, 
Our own course is clear. We shall advise our brethren everywhere, for the sake 
of peace, ... to discard the use of instruntents in the churches, At the same 
time, we set ourselves most decidedly against all attempts to create division in 
the churches on the ground of difference in regard to an expedient. The law 
which binds it on us to please our neighbor for his good, is not more imperative 
than that which forbids us to judge our brother in regard to such matters. Let 
a sacred regard to the rights of others, possess us .... 

In 1879 Errett's son, Henry, who was studying art in Paris, was 
murdered. Not long afterward, in answer to a woman whose chil
dren had died, Errett wrote, 
We can not presume to interpret the designs of providence .... The events of 
life are so far-reaching, and have so many possible ramifications and combina
tions in the future, and we are so limited in the range of our knowledge, that it 
would he presumptuous to attempt to say why this or that event is allowed to 
occur. We dare not attempt to decide such a question, even when it relates to 
our own family. There are painful and perplexing mysteries which may never 
be explained to us .... Here we are children crying in the dark. We must trust 
our Father's hand to lead us in ways ·that we know not of, and wait until in 
our immortal manhood, in a world of light, we can look ... and trace the way hy 
which we were led .... 

Isaac Errett died in 1888. He left a legacy of caring-of con
cern for friends, concern for missions, concern for freedom in Christ. 
Moreover, he left a heritage of rich journalism and deep wisdom and 
understanding. 
Reprinted, by permission of the author, from THE LOOKOUT. <0 1984 The 
Standard Publishing Company, Cincirmuti, OWo. ' 

"All who tntst in the Son of God, and obey Him are our brethren 
however wrong they may be about anything else; and those who d~ 
not trust in this divine Savior for salvation, and obey His command
ments, are not our brethren, however intelligent and excellent they 
may be in all beside." 

-Isaac Errett 



i\loto Nomura Jnpnn April 12, 1987 

Our Tokyo church was going to lose its meeting place after March 
29th. So we rented a small two-room apartment so that our house
church could continue to meet. We cannot sing hymns loudly now. 
So we read hymns and sing or whisper hymns in small voices, bnt 
we're lucky enough to be able to meet in this "Catacomb Church" in 
modern Tokyo. 

Last January when it was severely cold here in t he mountains, 
for about thirteen days w e did not have a:ny drop of kerosene. The 
temperature outside was almost zero, and our rooms inside tl1e house 
were without any heating, around 18-20 degrees. When we opened the 
door of our refrigerator, it \V'aS much warmer inside of it than our 
room temperature! On the 14th day a letter from a Clll'istian Church 
veteran missionary in western Japan contained enough cash to buy 
two drums of kerosene, about fifty gallons. The Lord has really 
taught us patience and trust in His grace and provision. 

Gasoline is very high here, $3.80 per gallon, and toll road fare is 
high. OuT tires were all worn out like 5ald heads. In 28 months 
we've driven more than 80,000 miles for God's services. The other 
day, a very hardworking young man belonging to a very low class in 
Japanese society asked me to arop into •his house where we found a 
set of four new tires waiting for my carl He is not a believer yet, 
but he loves us so very much and out of his very thin pocket he bought 
these tires for us. 

Iapauese people now buy rice @ ten times hirrher than interna
tional market price. Meat is also about ten times hi~her than what 
you pay. One pound of coffee costs about $6.50. Sugar 2 pounds 
$1.85. The U.S. dollar i~ still declining against the Japanese Yen. 
When Victor Broaddus was witl1 us two years ago it was still stable 
and we were getting around Yen 260 to a dollar. Now it is Yen 135 or 
cheaper. Very costly living with very low dollar purchasing power 
makes many missionaties evacuate from Tapan now. When you send 
us $100 it gets shrunk into $52 or $51 dollars when it reaches here. 
This threatens our work very much. 

Our dear brethren in the U.S. send their support of love and 
prayer each month. And we arc not complaining at all but rather we 
<tre grateful. But we jnst can not go on like this. 

(Editor's note: Brothers and sisters, let's rally behind our co-workers 
in Japan iu t his time of financial er isis. f'umls may be sent through 
Victor Broaddus, P.O. Box 5482, Lexington KY 40555.) 
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Knren Ashley d Honiara, Solomon Islands May 1987 

Many of you have asked for more specific prayer requests, and 
there are several things we are concerned about. 
FOR US ~· 

... Good health-Being siok' in the village is even less fun than being 
sick anywhere else . 

. . . House plans-If we sit really still and if the chickens and pigs are 
quiet we can actually hear the little bugs that are gobbling up the 
fibers of our bamboo walls. We'd like to start building by tlie end of 
the summer, but a lot has to happen to make this a reality . 

. . . Safe travel-The seas can get rough, and in one ten-day period 
just before we first went to Small Malaita two ships sank and over 30 
peoQie were lost. Land conditions are a little better, but tl1e road on 
Small Malaita is rough, overgrown, and very slippery when wet. Our 
4 WD jeep is a junkyard reject; the brakes went out a month ago and 
the parts ltave to be ordered from Japan. Tames makes the 40 mile 
( 3 liour) round trip for mail every Tburscfay . 

. . . Language learning-We're doing okay, but we'd do better if we 
spent more time memorizing the data we've collected. 
FOR THE TRANSLATION PROJECT 

... Co-translators-We are beginning to look for Sa'a men to be our 
co-translators as there are some trainmg courses they can take while 
we are still learning the language . 

. . . Translation committee-VVc want the community to be involved 
in the translation, and we need interested people to get together to 
help with publicity, to help raise funds for translators' salaries, and to 
review the draft translations. We feel this is essential if the trans
lation is eventually to be accepted and used. 

FOR THE SA'A PEOPLE 
... Spiritual condition-Outwardly the Sa'a people are very reli

gious. Church services are held twice a day, and many are re~ar 
attenders. Yet the services are so ritualistic that one wonders if their 
faith is real, especially when ... 

A week and a half before we were to return to Honiara the boys 
and I became sick with high fevers and severe headaches. We took 
the treatment for malaria, and three days later Philip and I were 
begin!ling to feel better, but Kent's fevers were still going up to 106. I 
consulted the nurse at the clinic, and when he examined Kent he 
found an infection in both of his ears. We started him on penicillin 
right away, and several days later he was well again. 

Just about the time we began the J>!!nicillin one of the faithful 
church members dropped by to express her concern. She said that 
she and another lady had gone to the medicine man, paid the 3 cent 
fee and he had divined the cause of Kent's sickness: a few days be
fore, Kent arid some of the other boys had gone fishing at the beach, 
and because the boys did not call out Kent's name as tbey were leav
ing, his spirit had been left behind at the beach, and that was why he 
was sick. The proposed cure was for the diviner to get a particular 
kind of leaf, bless it in the name of Jesus, and then if Kent put it under 
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his pillow he'd be better in the morning. We comt>ared this with 
descriptions of their pre-Christian ancestor worship and were appalled 
at the similarities. Yet we were assured that the Anglican priest ap
proved of this and that a previous bishop had even blessed the divin
er's "medical bag." We talked with the priest and found that though 
he felt that some of the diviner's leaf treatments were good, he did 
not agree with this particular diagnosis or its proposed cme. At our 
request he addressed the topic at the next church service, but we're 
not sure that our objections will make any impact for the people had 
already told us, "Yes, we know you white men don't believe in this 
kind of thing, but we do." 

Thank you for your prayers and support for they mean a great 
deal to us. We praise the Lord that we ~1ave you as our partners in 
this job of giving the Sa'a people a Bible they can understand. 

REPRINTS: 

Achieving Comes After Receiving 
R. H. Boll 

There is a lot of difference between attaining and obtaining; 
between achieving and receiving. It is all the difference between 
the law and the gospel, between works and grace. It is in fact the 
difference that marl<s two opposite religions-the one of the flesh, 
the other of the Spirit; the one natural, the other supernatural; the 
one a religion of (attempted) self-salvation, the other a faith in the 
salvation of God. "All the world-religions," says Sir Monier Williams, 
"however widel)' they differ in form and creed, arc based upon one 
common principle, namely the principle of self-salvation by works of 
merit." For that idea is natura[ to the fleshly man. It coincides with 
all his notions and inclinations. 

Even Christians easily forget the foundation of grace on which 
they stand. They want to deserve God's blessing, for that is the only 
way they think they can ever get it. But "to him that worketh, the 
reward is not reckoned as of grace, but as of debt. But to him that 
worketh not but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is reckoned for righteousness" (Rom. 4:4,5). For faith is 
the only thing that is not meritorious, being simply the reliance of 
the lost sinner on Him who is able to save, and who saves freely all 
that come to Him. "Therefore it is of faith, that it may be by grace" 
(Rom. 4:16). "For by grace have ye been saved, through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works that no man 
should glory" (Eph. 2:8, 9 ). 

FIGHTING FOR AN ACCOl\IPLISHED VICTORY 
There is, too, a great difference between striving to attain a 

goal, and striving to take possession of what is already one's own. 
In the one case you seck to achieve something for yourself; in the 
other you appropt·iate what has been given to you. In the one case 
you arc fighting to gain a victm)'; in the other you arc fighting on the 
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basis of a foregone victory, already yours and secured to you, in the 
confidence of which you go forth conquering and to conquer. Docs 
the idea seem difficult to grasp? 

Let us illustrate. There is Joshua, on the eve of crossing over 
the Jordan into Canaan to face seven nations more powerful and 
warlike, "greater and mightier" than Israel. Now the victory was 
already his by hrrant of God and already envisioned by faiths dis
cerning eye. "There shall no man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life," Jehovah said to Joshua. "As I was with Moses, 
so will I be with thee." And, "Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon, to you I have given it" (Josh. 1). It was not as 
though God had said, "Go over and fight, and if you win the victory 
you shall have the land," but "I have given you the land; go over 
and take it." They must fight indeed, and they did fight-out not 
uncertainly. Nor did they think that it was by their fighting that 
they had acquired the land. It was, they well knew, by the gift of 
God, not by their power and efforts, that they obtained it. "For 
they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did 
their own arm save them; but thy right hand, and thine arm, and 
the light of thy countenance, because thou wast favorable unto 
them" (Ps. 44:3). This assurance beforehand, far from making 
them lax and careless, caused them to fight all the more lustily and 
confidently. "See, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his 
people, and his city, and his land," said the Lord (Josh 8:1). But 
how carefully they followed instructions, and how energetically did 
they carry them out. 

So does faith always act. But it makes a world of difference 
whether you ·are battling with a view to victory or whether you are 
fighting by faith on the stren~h of a foregone victory, already se
cured to you by definite gift ot God. In the former case the victory 
is your own achievement; in the latter case it is of God. Therefore 
also the glory and praise belongs to Him alone. 

WORKING ON THE BASIS OF A GIFT 
This principle runs all through the gospel. It is in fact the 

distinguishing principle between law and grace, between works and 
faith. For "the law is not of faith; but, He that doeth them shall 
live in them" (Gal. 3:7). And "Moses writcth that the man that 
doeth the righteousness of the law shall live thereby" (Rom. 10:5). 
The righteousness which is of faith, on the other hand, says that "if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in thy 
heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" ( Rom. 
10:6, 9). In the one case salvation is to he worked for; in the other 
it is the gift granted freely from the start, to be worked out (Phil. 
2:12). Thus are all the gifts bestowed in the gospel-order 

Christians receive the free gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17) that 
they may "follow after righteousness," and do righteousness. They 
are freely sanctified that tl1ey may "follow after sanctification," "per
fecting holiness in the fear of God." In Christ they are dead to sin, 
and on that basis they "put to death their members which arc upon 
the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetous-
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ness which is idolatry" (Col. 3:3, 5 ). Thenceforth they will be puttin~ 
on Cluist clay by day (Hom. 13:14 ). They are children of God, 
destined to be like Christ when He shall appear; and everyone who 
really has his hope sot on Him will here and now "purify himself even 
as He is pure" (1 John 3:1-3). Decause the gift and the calliog is 
Christ's, and the outcome is sure, the Christian takes up the battle 
unto certain victory. 

Jack Blaes 

"The bicentennial celebration could 
encourage so positive a mood about 
the Constitution that any dL~cussion 
of shortcomings 01· proposuls for a 
change would seem inappropriate and 
even be resisted." ·rhis is a quote from 
the Committee On the Constitutional 
System. On tho face of it this quote 
does not appear to come from friends 
of the Constitution, •and I fear that lhe 
way of wisdom is to accept it as ex
pressing the basic feelings of those who 
~nake up 1this committee. Another 
quote: "Its purpose is to use the oc
casion of the bicentennial of the Con
stitution for a candid assessment of the 
performance of our governing institu
tions .and to stimulate a nationwide 
debate about alternative structures nod 
processes." Tho committee is on record 
as noting that the various observ-ances 
of the bicentennial ... will help to 
create a climate in which the com
mit•toe's idea.~ can gain attention and 
understanding. CCS's founder, Oharles 
Hanlin, in no uncertain <terms declares 
his intention: "The change wih require 
major surgery. One cannot stop short 
of bold and decisive departures. And 
yet a .e;uidin.e; principle should be to 
write the uew Constitution in a way 
that permits considerable leeway." 

It is the historic purpose of the 
ConstituHon to form a government "of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people.' That is, the governed select 
the governors, oand ·the ,governors are 
servants answerable to the _governed. 
A revolutionary idea destructive of 

totalitarianism, and despist'd ~by totali
tarians of any Janel or time. 

The directnr of CCS, j ames Sund· 
quist points out that "Constitutional 
reform has heen a debate between 
liberals and conservatives, tho fom1er 
seeing tho separation of powers as a 
harrier to, and the latter us a pro
tection against, governmontnl activism. 
That debate is essentially unresolvable, 
for the two sides are influenced heavily 
by value judgments relating to the <Jnds 
and roles of 11overnmont." When these 
Constitution reform ers" such as Sund
quist, Hardin nnd company speak of 
(.'Onstitutional change, they are not 
speakin~ of changing the Constitution 
of tho United Nations, not at all, the)' 
are planning to change tho one that 
made America a Republic. Benjamin 
Fr.anklin wisely challenged us when he 
said, "If you can, keep it.'' 

0 0 0 0 

Shol'tly before Prime Minister Mar
garet Thatcher's stunning victory in 
En,gland's national election, British 
Labor IJnr ty's foreign spokesman re
marked from Moscow that t he Russians 
were praying for a Labor victory. The 
crafty Thatcher followed that up in 
the House of Commons with: "No 
doubt a Labor government, whicil 
would unilaterally give up Britinn's 
nuclear deterrent, would be an answer 
to the Kremlin's prayers .... but 1 am 
bound to say that I don't think very 
much praying goes on in the Kremlin.'' 

Just previous to the incident, Healey, 
Lahor spokesman, was asked to nnnw 
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his political heroes. The first one he cy of the building. 
mentioned was ".Mikhail Gorbuchev." With regard to the seduction of the 

Like the grand lady Thatcher, I embassy Marine guards by KGB "swal
don't believe that many prayers arc lows," Mica and Snowe said that Am
said in the Kremlin, but I'm sure that bassador Hartman's attitude toward 
they hope and work hard to realize sc,:urity had a direct impact on how 
their hopes that the American Biccn- the entire embassy viewed security. 
tenial will be handled In such a man- Staffers were quoted as sayinJ;t, "tho 
ncr as to destroy the American Rc- embassy does not care about security" 
public. And we had better believe and "security is not a priority." 
that there are many American news- 0 0 0 0 0 

men, ministers, politicians, and educa- :\Is. magazine awarded its first inter-
tors who are trying to answer those national prize called the Simone Beau-
hopes and efforts. \•ior Award to the wife of the im-

o • o o o prisoncd Communist terrorist, Nelson 
In a USA Today poll a few weeks ~landcla. ~Is. Mandcla was awarded 

ago, questioning Democrats about their the prize partly because of her commit
favorite Democratic candidate, el~thty- ment to "nonviolence." It must be a 
seven percent of the respondents didn't peculiar kind of nonviolence or a pecu
like any candidate, liked someone other liar kind of commitment. This "kind" 
than the top seven contenders or just woman in a speech in Sowcto, April 13, 
didn't know. I thought it was rntlll'r 1986, encouraged ht•r audience with 
HO HUM myself. these words: "Together, hand in hand, 

o o o 0 0 with our boxes of matches and our 
Drug users in the work fon.-c are nec:klaces, we shall liberate this coun

thrcc times more likely to he involved try.'' Many countries have been so 
in on-the-job accidents, arc ~hsent Ub,•rated in tho past sixty years. They 
from work twice as often, incur tluec arc all under the most cruel tyranny 
times the level of sickness costs, and mankind has ever known. 
are only two-thirds as productive. Yet o o o o o 
when the President issued Executive Judge W. Brevard Hand's decision 
Order 12564 which called for the test- that a numher of textbooks used in Ala-
in$! of over one million federal workers bama schools were permeated by Hu
in sensitive positions, Congress voted manism and declaring them to be teach
by a 242 to 145 margin to prohibit the ing religion has been quite disturbing to 
usc of any funds to implement, ad- Albert Shanker, president of the Amer
minister, enforce or otherwise carry out lean Federation of Teachers. Shanker 
this Executive Order. admits that there are perhaos thousands 

0 0 0 0 0 of hooks and articles written by Hu-
Representative Dan Mica (D.-FLa.) manists, but "there's no evidence that 

and Olympia Snowe (R.-1\.faine), who they favor a strategy of converting 
made a trip to investigate the U.S. people from supcrnnturalbm to natur
Embassy ln April, were scathing In ulism by pretending that religion docs
their characterization of former Am- n't exbi or that it hasn't been lmpor· 
hassador Arthur Hartman for his griev- tant in history." 
ous lack of security when he was in It just may be that Mr. Shanker has 
dtarge of the Embassy in Moscow. overlooked the Humanist Manifesto II, 
They said that they found that Hart- issued in 1973 for the <.-dification of 
man repeatedly gave the Impression secular Humanists. It declares: "As in 
that se<.'Ul'ity was a low priority since 1933, humanists still believe that tradi
he believed that 90 percent of what tionalism theism, especially faith in the 
happened in the embassy should he prayer-hearing God, assumed to love 
wad!ly available to tho 1\cds. and care for persons, to hear and un-

A,:cording to the two representatives, derstand their prayers and to he able 
in 1982 Hartman personally argued to do something about them, is an un
against proposals to shield the new proven and outmod<.'<l faith. Salva
office buildin~ from KGB electronic tionism, based on mere affirmation, 
espionage. He rejected proposals of still appears as harmful, diverting 
the State Department's Office of Secur- people with false hopes of heaven hew
ity as unproven and too t•xpensive, after. 1\easonablc minds look to other 
nhjecting that they would cut down means for survival." 
on natural liJ.,rht in the office environ- "Traditional, dogmatic or authoritar
mcnt nnd unnel·es.~rily dt'lay occupan- ian religions that place revelation Cod 
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ritual, or t reed above human needs and 
experience do a disservice .to tl1c human 
species. Too often traditional faiths 
encoura.t(e d ependence rather than in
d ependence, obedience rather tl1an af
firmation, fear rather than coura}!;C. We 
c:an discover no divine purpose or 
providence for the human species. 
While there is much that we do not 
know, humans are responsible for what 
they will become. No deity will save 
us; we must save ourselves." 

With this hasic j>hilosophy, :t mine\ 
will process thoug 1ts to lead others 
from supernaturalism or faith to natur
alism or atheism. 

0 0 0 0 0 

While there is mu('h that wo d o not 
know, we can know l:lim whom to 
know is eternal life. " ... for I know 
him whom I have believed, and 1 am 
pcrsundcd that he is able to guard 
that which I have committe d unto him 
until that day." (2 T im. 1:12) 

THOUGHTS FROM ROMANS 
Ernest E. Lyon 

"God's Gifts and Call Are Irrevocable" 

As far as the gospel is concerned, they are e11emies on your 
account; but as far as election is concerned, they_ are l.oved 
on account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are 
irrevocable. Just as yott who were at one time disobedient 
to God have tiOW received mercy as a result of t lleir disobed
ience, so t ltey too have now become disobedient in order 
that theu too mll!f ·1ww receive mercy as a result of God's 
mercy to you. For God has bound all men over to disobed
ience so tl1at he may have mercy on them all. (Homans 11:28-
32, NIV ) . 

Paul simply could not leave his discussion of God's dealings with 
Israel in the past and in the present and the future without one added 
comment, a comment that is a rich mine of interest to all Christians 
who earnestly desire to know Cod's will better. God does not 
change. Men change and God must change His treabnent of men be
cause of that, but 11e is the "same yesterday, today, and forever.'' 
There is one unchangeable Person in \¥hom we can always trust and 
can always know that He is there, that He loves us, that He desires 
to have us with Rim eternally, and that He has made provision for 
us that we, weak and sinful as we are by nature, may be sure of our 
place with Him. God, in all three of the ways He manifests Himself 
(Father, Son, and Holy Spil'it ), is love and will carry out His plan 
for all who trust Him. 

Because the great majority of Israel do not believe the gospel, 
the great good news of salvation in Christ, they are "enemies" and 'we 
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are "friends," as Jesus said we arc in John 15:14, 15. But that does 
not affect God's selecting them out of all the nations of the world to 
be His, nor does it affect the unconditional promises He made to them 
through the patriarchs. That is what gave rise to the marvelous 
statement in verse 29-"for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable." 
That doesn't need any great explanation, but maybe we do need to 
pause and think ·how wonderful that is. If that were not a true 
statement, then what about the Lord's promises to prepare a place 
for us and to return and take us to Himself, as He promised in John 
14:1-3? I am vecy glad that He proved faithful to His promises to 
Israel; now I can count on Him. 

Have you ever really thought of how awful it would be if God 
were as undependable and unfaithful as the man-created gods of the 
Romans, Greeks, and others? If He made promises to Israel and 
intended to fulfill them in the Church, which is largely Gentile, then 
how could we know that He would not make promises to us and ful
fill them in some other groups? The more I think about the person of 
God, the more I am in awe and wonder and the more I am thankful 
that such a wonderful God has loved and called such an unworthy 
person as I am. When I think about Him Who "inhabits eternity" 
(no beginning and no ending), is all-powerful, all-knowing, all-seeing, 
and yet is my righteousnesss, my sanctification, my peace, the One 
Who is always there, my shepherd, my banner, my .llealer, the One 
Who provides all my needs-when I think of all these things He calls 
Himself in the Old Testament and the many others there and in the 
New Testament also, then I read again, "God is love," and realize 
such a One loves me and ·has callea me to be with Him through 
eternity-then I am simply overwhelmed and realize that Paul was 
~ctually making a modest demand on me in the dedication he calls for 
m Romans 12: I, 2. 

It seems to me that in verse 31 Paul is giving us another indica
tion of the fact that Israel as ·a nation will tum to God through Christ 
Jesus. Any of them who believe today have the same salvation by 
the same means we Gentiles have, but the proportion of a few believ
ing Jews to a great many believing Gentiles today will be reversed in 
that day. Goa will keep His promises to Abraham and the rest of 
the patriarchs and they will be the head of the nations again. 

-,.he meaning of verse 32 is easier to see if you will compare it 
to Galatians 3:22. Because these translators showed the comparison 
better, I would like to quote both verses from the American Standard 
Version. "For God hat.ll shut up all unto disobedience, that he might 
have mercy upon all." "But the scripture shut up all things under sin, 
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe." God, being just, could not save any man by faith if one 
man could earn it by works, by keeping a law. Therefore, He made 
it clear that no man could earn salvation, thus leaving Himself free 
to let His Son take our sins upon Him and save us by faith. No won
der Paul ends this chapter by a wonderful doxology that we will dis
cuss next time. Let us praise Him in every way and at all times for 
His kindness to us; and let each one of us receive the salvation He so 
much wants us to have as His gift. 
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Carl Kitzmiller 

i\lust we go Oil condemning pre-marital sex? Atitucles lwoe changed 
so m11cl1 in our day. 

The thing we must face is not how attitudes have changed but 
what God has said. God's standards arc not set by the community, 
by any one generation, or by a combination of these factors. lt 
is true that in the past God allowed certain things hcc.-ausc of the 
lack of light and the hardness of the spiritual hearts of those involved 
(Matt. 19:7-8; cf. Acts 17:30. ). It was not His highest will, even 
when llc allo'.ved these things lo be. But now, tliose of us who 
live under the new and bctler covenant with its fuller revelation 
cannot base our response on the things God accepted of old. A 
present society ignorant ( to a great ext ent, willingly) of Cod's 
demands or indiffcrent to them cannot be a safe guide to conduct. 
He has spoken and we must obey. 

Few would deny that attitudes toward pre-marital sex have 
changed a lot-at least in America and many parts of the world. 
What was once considered shameful and whispered about is now 
brazenly fl aunted before the world on movie and television screen 
as an acceptable way of life if not as a human right. This does 
not mean many offenses did not occur when shame was greater, but 
those involved had no reason to suppose that their conduct was ac
ceptable. The Lord hates hypocrisy, and it may bo that in some 
ways today there is less hypocrisy in these matters. To be honest 
about our sin is not to get rid of or make sin acceptable, however. 
And one wonders just how much hypocrisy still exists when people 
speak of '1ove" and act in lust! 

Now it may be conceded that there is a difference between the 
sin of the couple who arc faithful to each other and whose only 
sexual experience before marriage is between themselves, and the 
promiscuous bed-hopping advocate of hedonism. That is not to say 
that tho former is less than sin. Although it docs maintain the 
basic one-man-one-woman pattern Cod has given, it means a very 
dangerous breakdown of discipline, purity, and integrity. A mar
riage license and a ceremony nrc legal requirements, and in one sense 
the sexual net is the actual wedding; even so, Cod does require us to 
obey the laws of government (except per Acts 5:29-not an issue 
here). All societies have recognized the need of a public ceremony 
of some kind, which makes the union more stable and makes possible 
the enforcement of duti(•s. Those who yield to pre-marital sex, 
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even though limited to the one companion (for a time), may find 
the{ have acted hastily, have too little in common for a good marriage, 
anc never go on to complete the marriage. Broken engagements are 
more often the rule than the exception in our day. So what began 
as a "faithful to each 'Other" arrangement may end up as sex relations 
with several parh1ers before legal maniage actually occurs. 

A fmtl1er consideration is the fact that sin generally requires 
more sin to cover it up. 11hose who engage in premarital sex may 
discover that in spite of modern methods of contraception a pregnancy 
has occurred. Then comes mmder, an abortion, or the lie, a "pre
mature" birth. 

Much of premarital sex cannot begin to claim the kind of 
"faithfulness" suggested above, however. Tiifrerent human standa1·ds 
as to what is acceptable may be honored, with some following a 
"one at a time" for a while pattern, others act "based on love," and 
still others are about as promiscuous as an animal. But simply 
stated, the flesh is in control and the works of the flesh rule the life. 

It is evident that God bas only one standard of acceptable con
duct. Even the old covenant, which as we have seen made certain 
concessions because of the hardness of the people's hearts, made a 
high demand as to pre-marital conduct (Dcut. 22:13-21), and God's 
standards aTe generally higher under the new covenant. The sex 
act is reserved for marriage (1 Cor. 7:8-9; Heb .. 13:4). "Fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness" are works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19) and 
stand contrasted with the fruit of the Spirit. Fornication is one of 
the things washed, sancti£ed, justified people ( 1 Cor. 6:9-11) leave 
behind. Note the extended discussion of fornication in 1 Cor. 
6:13-20. God's people a1·e to flee youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22), and 
are to be pure and chaste, coming to marriage as virgins ( c£. 2 Cor. 
11:2) . Much can be said in favor of this from the standpoint of psy
chology and good standards on which to build a home, but the Chris
tian need have no doubt that this is required first of all by his Lord. 

Now I feel sorry for young people of our day who are exposed 
to so much licentious conduct from their peers, so much disreaard 
of the Lord's standards in literature, television, music, etc., an~ so 
much to incite curiosity and experimentation. The temptations are 
great. But so is our Lord and His promise that we will not be 
tempted above that which we are able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13). 

all tltc ndjacent buildings. Only minor 
water damage occurred. Join us in 
,grateful praise for our Father's care. 

PRAISE COD FOR PROTECTION! 
Around 3:30 n.m. June 20, the bed 
factory next door to the Word & Work 
office cattght fire. During the next 
hour it wa.~ <.'Onsumed. Only 1\ 10-foot .Jnpnn: Update on Shichiro Nakaham's 
strip of grass and sidewalk separated Conclit·ion: 
the factory from our wooden building 2 inches of his csophn~s and 1{s of 
filled with paper! But Cod ov('frulcd his stomach were removed, both c:on
;tnd u;;ed tho llremen's skill to protect tainin~ malignancy. Yet doctors think 
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they eliminated all the ma!ij!nancy. 
During the 6 hours' surgery one lung 
t.·ollapsed nnd his life was endangered, 
hut-he wrote- "All of a sudden I 
came to life again, the doctors didn't 
know why. It was God's miraculous 
powl•r that revived me." 

Insurance covers 70% of his expense~~ 
but that leaves a debt of $5 500. 1t 
vou can help, make your check out to 
"Nakahara Fund, Hospital Account" 
und send to Piedmont Church of Christ, 
7110 Bruton 1\d., Dallas, TX 75217. 

-F. G. Yarbrough 

Ernest Lyon had three heart attncks 
in early July. Doctors hope he is now 
stahlized. Pray for him, his family, 
and the Highland congregation. 

Winchester, KY : 
On June 28 Ben Hake S1·. J>l'e;~ched 

his last sermon in tho official capacitv 
a~ Belmont Church's senior associate 
minister. That <.'<>ncluded 17 vcars (9 
years at the lllain Street location and, 
later, 8 years at Belmont) as Belmont's 
pulpit minister. He will still be active, 
st•rving a~ an elder. 
A Good Tract: The article "How Can 
u Father Win?" is available in tract 
form from American Tract Societ~·. Box 
162008, Carland TX 75046-2008, @$6 
JWr 100. Author Paul Lewis is a father 
of four, an author, and the editor of a 
monthlv newsletter for dads, "Dads 
Only," ·P.O. Box 340, Julian, CA 92036. 
Write for a samply copy. 

Crowley, LA.: 
One of our members, who was con

wrtcd due to home Bible (~}asses, has 
now opened up her own home for such 
classes. litany reli~ious folks here (HC), 
who won't come to church meetings, 
will come to homes. 

Durinj! l\tay our t·on~el!atiou aver
a~cd 71 in S.S., 92 at morning worship, 
79 on Sunday ni~hts and 29 for mid
week nwctings. Durin!! our VHS we 
averaged 53; as a result one young 
person was baptized and several good 
contacts have been made. 

I'm to tt•nch at t·he Lake Arthur 
cam!) (which our Christian Church 
hrot 1CI'S run) for one week. Then I'll 
have 2 weeks at Christian Youth En
campment in DeRidder. 

-Antoinl' Valdell•ro 

meelinK ln.~t fall. We arc already ex
cited about this year's missions «..'On
ference, and hope you will mark your 
calendars now and plan to attend. 
"~tission: Doors of Opportunity," will 
he held Friday and Saturday, Oct. 9-10, 
again in \Vinchester. 

-Joe R}•nerson for the 
Missions Committee 

Jcnnin~s, LA.: 
Thanks to our Sunday School teach

ers for this past quarter. We appreci
ate your interest, willingness, nnd co
operation. Enjoy your rest this quarter. 
We 'II he counting on you starting Sep
tember I! -Church bulletin, May 31 

(Editor's note: It would be fine if 
every church had enough members 
gifted and trained to teach so that ns
si~'tant teachers could relieve the rel!
ular ones for 1-2 quarters yearly! This 
provides renewal, helps prevent burn
out, and dc\•clops more teachers among 
us. Are other churd1Cs also doin~ this, 
or using team-leachin~. or providing 
electives for the pupils, or other inno
vative measures? \Vrite and let us 
know how God is working in your 
tcachinJ! pm~am.) 

Portland, OR.: 
I am very interested in contacting 

Christians in the Pacific Northwest who 
share 11 pre-millenniul understanding of 
God's Word. As I j..>Tew up I was 
tauJ!ht tltat the Bible should be ac
cepted witltout "spiritualizing" the nar
rative and interpretin]t it as merclv 
S)1nholic of vague <.'OnHicts of !!ood and 
evil. But in recent years I have found 
little ac<:eptance or even tolerance for 
such "naive faitlt." 

-Willis L. Tebbs 
183I N.E. 12lst Ave. 
Portland, OR 97220 

(Editor's note: Can anyone help this 
brother, who has written several times, 
with any names and addresses? If so, 
please write him.) 

Louisville, KY.: 
The Portland Ave. Church had "per

sccutcd-churc:h Sunday" on Juno 14, 
trving to imaj!ine what it is like to live 
where meetings arc forbidden und 
leaden arrested. We used no hymnals 
or Bibles-for many Christians don't 
have them. \Ve sang very softly, so 

Winchester, KY.: the police wouldn't hear ·and arrest us. 
The Lord really blessed the Belmcmt After a simpll.'r-than-usunl fellowship 

Churdt of Christ with a great missions meal (most Christians around the world 
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nre poor, so we bad no meat, desserts 
or sweet drinks), the young people 
drutnat izctl 1111 nctunl trial of a woman 
imprisoned in tilt' ussn for teaching 
children the Bible. If your church 
wants to do 50mcthing similar to this 
next June, good mater-ials <ITt' available 
from Opt·n Dour.~, P.O. 13m: 27001, 
Santa ,\ na, CA 927!!9. 

Along with VHS invitationsi we dis
tributed throu~-:hout our neig 1borhood 
a te:.timony-tract. Instead of quotin~ 
Bible ver~es, which most people throw 
awa)', it had que~tion~ lilw Arc you 
depressed? Oot•s life seem hnp<:lcss
are you tt• mpt('(l to commit suicide? 
Are you luncly? Do drugs rule your 
life? Unclcr each question wus a 2-3 
sentence tl·stlmuuy of some member of 
our conJ.:regution, telling how Christ 
had O\'crc:ome that problem for him/ 
her. I wish we <.-ould say people ha,•c 
flocked to Ghrist as a result. Ovrr 
l ,000 tracts wNe distributed, and only 
one man camP us 11 result. But we nre 
thankful for him, and twrhup~ othrrs 
will come later. 

-:\I t':\ \\' ilson 

lm:e, •102 Church St., Sellersburg, IN 
,17172; 812:240-450·1. 

.Muplc Manor News: 
Our Adult Division Administ rator 

Bro. j oe Blanse tt, will be retirin!.( as of 
Au~u~t 31, HJS8. ~ow tlult seems like n 
lou).! way olf

1 
hut wo all know that limo 

has a way or J?:Ctliug to us. Our rcquc~'t 
is threefold: (1) nrn)' for the board as 
n sut:ccssor to Uro. 13lunsctt is chosen; 
(2) pra~· for Bro. Jllansclt; (3) if you 
luwo any su~c~tion~ t'Onccrninl'( hi ~ 
successor, please let us know. 

Space and words limit our ability to 
ndequatelr speak of nro. Blansett's ten
ure us the first administrator of Mnple 
~·I nner Adult Division. We are J:,rratoful 
for him and look forward to his con
liuued scnice and expertise as we 
work to fill this important position. 
- lla>• "augle, for tho board of directors 
CIULORENS' DIVIS£0~ NEWS -

llouscpurcnts nrc needed!! Presently 
we have NEED for .a houseparent with 
tht• girk There arc pl~ns also for 
futuro expansion and that necessitates 
auothcr bousepun:nt(s) for the boys' 
side. Be much in pra\(:r for these 
need~. Al~o contact Hobert Istre or 
Ciudy Schreiber at (812) 2-!6-2018. 

C.C.Y.U.D.l That·~ the new name for 
the Kc·nluckinnn roung pt·opl"'s quar
terl~· _get-toge thcrs. I t stands for Chrill't 
the Gornerstonc, Youth tl1c Building Scllcrsburl'( Church of Christ : 
nlocks! About 150 of them from more The Lord blessed with a very 5Uc
than 10 churches met in Te ll City in eessful V.B.S. in June, directed by 
June for a fine meeting. Hick ~lurphy jame~ Embree. Also, to highlight the 
and ~like Ahhott sf>Okc, and Legner- month, we were blessed with a time 
a singing group from Winchc~'tcr- of Hcvival, with Hay Naugle as the 
snng. Salem Church of Chri~t (Crnthi: cvungolist. Two voung men, Thad and 
ann, KY) won the banner for having Nathan Shepherd1 became Christians 
the most attcndcrs and coming the during thi~ specilll effort. The interest 
farthest. The next meetin!! will begin wn~ ' 'en· good throughout the week 
Fri. night St•pt. 11 and conclude on \\'t· thank the Lord for such limes of 
Snt. the 12th, at Ebenezer Church. For refn':.hing. 
more infonnntion, contact James Em- -Dale Offutt 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllll lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES FALL SCHEDULE 
R~istration : September 1 -4 at Portland Christian School, 2500 Portland Avo., 

Louisville KY ·10212: 50'2-7i8-6IU. 

Classes Degin: September 8 

COURSE (CREDIT llOUHS) .DAY TIME TNSTHUCTOn 

Eschatology-Study of Future Things (3) ~lon. 9:00-12:00 noon E . ;\lull ins 
llomilclics-llow to Preach (2) ~!on. 1:00-3:00 P ;\I D. Kaufman 
Old Testament Survey (3) ~Jon. 6:30-9:30 P ~I J. Cannichael 
Life and Teachings of Jesus (3) ~ l on. 6:30-9:30 P ~ I L. ~ lcAdnms 
Christian Growth nnd Development (3) Tuc. 9:00-12:00 noon A. Wilson 
Romans- Cnllltians (3) Tue. 1:00-4:00 P ~I D. Allen 
0 \Vork of the Church (2) Tut~. 7:00-9:00 P ~ I ~- B1rrks 

° Class held at Southeast Church of Christ, Jeffersontown. 



COMING IN AUGUST: 
* How to Argue! 

* How Not to Argue! 

*Tone of Voice (&Heart) is Important 

Christ's Teaching 

O n Prayer 

R. H. Boll, a Bible scholar, goes straight to the gospels 
for the answers to effective prayer. Do you need these answers? 

This is a practical book. You might use it as additional 

reading for your Sunday school class. Or your prayrer group. 

Sixty-tour pages. You could read it In an evening. 

$1.25 per copy- 5 or more copies, $1.00 each, postpaid 

Kentucky residents add 5% sales tax 


